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Key Towns and Hideaways Buying 


Quality Shows 


4 





That there are many out of town 
atands where the populace is show- 
hungry and ready to buy, has been 
proven by the business drawn by a 
number of shows this season. The 
attractions are stamped Broadway 
success some playing with the origi- 
nal casts. 

All the shows successful on tour 
have been well agented, and the 
prices have been kept down. Spots 
which have not had legit for six 
or more years are opening up. Towns 
which never played shows have in 
some cases proved profitable. Some 
house managers did not know the 
actual number of seats. Cases are 
cited where coupon tickets never 
had been sold at the box office. 


Detroit in Van 


Among the larger stands Detroit 
stands out, business being better 
there than for years. For the sec- 


(Continued on page 63) 


REV. JAMES READIES 
THIRD LIBERIAN ARK 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Rev. James E. Lewis, colored pas- 
tor who specializes in promoting 
things nautical, is at it again. This 
time it’s the ‘Church of God’ steam- 
ship line. The pastor has an option 
on a 4,000-ton steamship, now in 
Vancouver. If he can put his deal 
Over he'll bring the boat here and 
offer cheap passage to colored peo- 
ple who want to return to their an- 
cestors’ native heath, Liberia, en 
the west coast of Africa. 

Previously the Reverend had done 
steamship promoting. One time he 
built a concrete boat, christened it 
‘The Ark’ and announced an exodus 
ot his followers to Liberia. When 
launched, the ‘Ark’ hit bottom and 
never came up. Later he bought 
the Mexican steamer ‘Chiapas’ from 
the inactive Mexican Government 
Line but financial difficulties 
coupled with immigration laws en- 
acted by President Arthur Barclay 
of Liberia crabbed that venture. 

In addition to bis duties,as Bishop 
of the Church the LiVing God, 
the Rev. Lewis is president general 
of the Liberian Steamship and Ex- 
celsior Mining Co., president of the 
Liberian Universal Ethiopian Pro- 
moters of the World and head of 
the Liberian International Colony. 


Church Takes Theatre 
Pastor Up in Mazdas 


r Houston, April 11. 
he Palace is drawing capacity 








at Popular Prices 


, 





Dimmers 


Several Times Square agents 
whose office lights were doused 
for non-payment of electric 
bills, are now using candles. 

And they light up only to 
sign contracts for cash cus- 
tomers, 


FULL SHOW TO DOUBLE 
FOR ROOF MIDNIGHTS 


The $3 musical, ‘Ballyhoo, being 
produced to boost the magazine of 
that name, will play at the 44th 
Street theatre, N. Y., and will also 
give either two or three midnight 
performances a week at the Bayes 
theatre, roof garden atop the same 
house. Production at the smaller 
Bayes will be a la cabaret and in 
cut down form. 

Understood ‘Ballyhoo’ will omit 
the weekday matinee and play only 
the Saturday afternoon show at the 
44th. 

Cabaret showings at the Bayes 
are made possible through altera- 
tions previously made for ‘Won- 
der Bar’ musical, the last Bayes’ 
attraction, at which time the thea- 
tre was revamped to the intimate 
style needed for ‘he Jolson musical. 

Salaries will be set upon engag- 
ing people to provide for the Equity 
rule calling for pro rata for all per- 
formances above eight. 


Alma Mater on 7, 


Hollywood, April 11. 

James Force, the St. Louis in- 
surance salesman who sold shares 
in his possibilities as a _ picture 
actor to 30 fraternity brothers, met 
another frat brother here who 
works at Radio. 

Fellow lodge member offered to 














him. , 
Force offered 10 shares in him- 
self. 


1c Admish Sales; Gets 
10 People In for 35c 








Minneapolis, April 11. 
Theatres in small towns in the 
territory are holding 1c sales and 
bargain family nights in efforts to 
boost business. The 1c sale permits 
the ticket purchaser, upon pay- 
ment of 1c in addition to the reg- 





Crowds. It now houses the Inde- 
Eontent Church of Houston with 
gh - S. Jacobs, former pastor of 
“shionable Presbyterian parish, 
@S preacher, 
eee ne has become a pulpit. 
Are used rooms and rehearsal hall 
The a m Se Sunday school rooms. 
in 1j ‘urch and pastor’s name blaze 


Ents over the marquee, 


in first run soundfilms. 





introduce Force to Merian Cooper 
for a part in ‘Mysteries of “he | 
French Secret Police,’ but wanted | 


to know what there was in it for | 





ling of the animals, are a possibility 
jin 
summer, 


Manuel Lopez, Greenwich Village 
| nitery 
back” 


ular price of a single ticket, to 
obtain an additional ticket. On | 
bargain family nights entire fam 
ilies are admitted upon the pur- 
chase of a single adult ticket. 
Parents bring as many as 10 
children, the 12 people being ad- 
mitted for 35c, or at the rate of 
Se a piece, probably a record low 
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B. O. CHAN MARE $8 a Week from Ghost Camps 


THAN FAN MAIL 


Advertisers Paying Extra to 
Test Air Acts’ Drawing 
Power—Theatre Box Of- 
fices Best Proof Yet of 
Radio Popularity — Good 
Will and Extra Plugging 
Added by Stage Appear- 
ances—Theatres Drop 
Adv. Objections 





SALES DON’T CONVINCE 


The vaudeville or picture house 
boxoffice is the newest and surest 
barometer of the drawing and seil- 
ing power of radio talent on the 
air. 

In the opinion of numerous ad- 
vertisers the boxoffice pull, or lack 
of it, by their ether talent during 
stage dates is a better indication of 
their value than fan mail. 

In order to obtain the boxoffice 
acid test, advertisers have lately 
taken more pains and appropriated 
extra funds to place their radio ad- 
vertising artists and programs in 
the theatres. In the case of the 
Reynolds Company’s Camel period 
(Morton Downey, Tony Wons, 
Jacques Renard’s orchestra), which 
has been playing theatre dates 
right along, the sponsor guarantecd 
to spend $4,000 in advertising in 
every town played and also paid for 
the additional expense of local or 
‘stand-by’ musicians demanded by 
the various local unions. Two spe- 
cial men were sent out with the 
show, one as advance man for Er- 

(Continued on page 37) 


‘Most Indecent’ 
Film Was Shown 
In N. E. Church 


Saugus, Mass., April 11. 
The ‘most indecent’ photoplay he 
ever seen was shown in 








has 


speaker at a hearing on a petition 
for permission for Sunday film shows 


the} 
Congregational church here, said al 


| 





New 2-for-1’s 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
Two-for-one eats appearing. 
Main street eatery offers two 
hamburgers and a drink of 
coffee or root beer for a dime. 

Drug store special in the 
shopping district is two ice 
cream cones, two kinds cream 
on each, for a nickel. 
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LAS VEGAS SEEKS P. A. 
TO BALLYHOO DIVORCE 


rT 


Las Vegas, 7!. M., April 11. 

Tired of seeing Reno take the 
cream of divorce fees, Las Vegas, 
is looking for a press agent to tell 
the world that unshackling is just 
as painless here and maybe a little 
swifter. 

Local lawyers are starting to 
fight for divorce business and are 
eager to find some promoter who 
will stage another Vanderbilt-Arno 
battle or lure a prominent figure 
to this town. 

They point out that where Reno 
has 500 or more cases going at the 
same time, thus slowing up the 
divorce process, there are rarely 
more than a half dozen cases in 
progress simultaneously in Las 
Vegas, besides which it is 250 miles 
closer to Los Angeles. 


29 Flop Lions 


Chicago, April 11. 

Monarch Foods Co., which re- 
cently went on the air, decided on 
a lion’s roar as an audible trade- 
mark for its program. More than 
30 auditions on roars were held be- 
fore the final one was selected. 

That howl was ultimately dis- 
covered in the Cincinnati zoo. 

This same company attained 
new high in talent auditions some 
time ago, when it went through 
52 tryouts before picking out a 
couple of local programs. 
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Football Films End 
Undergrads’ Boycott 


Hamilton, N. Y., April 11. 





in Saugus Center theatre. When 
Samuel Yarnofsky asked for a Sun-| 
(Continued on page 37) 


BLOODLESS BULL FIGHTS 





Modified bull fights with no slay- 


Madison Square Garden this 





Project is being undertaken bs 


proprietor, who has the 


of a Cuban syndicate. Gar- 
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is Gist 


len 
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FOR N. Y. AT GARDEN: 


| action. 
. ‘ | * , 
issing details and terms. | 5S.".0. and the boy 


Showmanship of George Miller, 
resident manager of the Smalley 
theatre, broke the boycott invoked 
by undergraduates of Colgate uni- 
versity in an effort to reduce the 
theatre's box office scale from 40c. 


to 25e. Miller pitted college spirit 
against the fan strike of the Col- 


gate students, and emerged victori- 
ous. 

Faced with the knowledge 
theatre could not operate without 
college patronage, Miller, when his 
compromise offer of a 35c. top had 
been refused, announced that his 
show would feature reels} 
showing the 1931 Maroon eleven al 

j 


that the 


night's 


Astute move resulted in 
ott thus ended. 


Is Turning Layoffs 


Into Miners 





Hollywood, April 11. 

Back to the hills movement as a 
method of cutting the budget and 
living for almost nothing has hit 
Hollywood hard with a flock of peo- 
ple leaving the town weekly for the 
deserted mining towns back of Vic- 
torville and the former camps of 
Shoshone, Randsburg, Atolia, Rhyo- 
lite and Skidoo, where they are be- 
coming placer miners and picking 
up enough gold dust to buy the 
necessities of life. 

All these towns are one time 
thriving gold camps which have 
been deserted for years. New crop 
of soft muscled miners know noth- 
ing about the business of mining, 
but on placer claims can pick up 
from $5 to $8 per week with a pan 
and a shovel. 

They have moved into the de- 


(Continued on page 63) 


RADIO'S SELF-EXPOSE 
AS BID FOR GOOD WILL 


Detroit, April 11. 

In an attempt to combat un- 
desirable publicity given radio ad- 
vertising in the press, local sta- 
tion WXYZ, owned and operated 
by Kunsky-Trendle, are etherizing 
a series of broadcasts stating the 
radio station’s side of the con- 
troversy. Series is titled ‘Behind 
the Scenes in Radio’ and is given 
once a week for 15 minutes. 

Series designed by Howard 
Pierce, station manager, goes into 
details as to why sponsor adver- 
tising is necessary for the suppert , 
of radio. Data is supplied such as, 
costs of some of the outstanding 
commercial programs. Included in 
such data was the costs of the 
Ziegfeld broadcast which was 
placed at $17.000 weekly, of which 
$10,000 was for talent. 








Just by Watching Legs, 
Bill Thorne Gets an Idea 


Hollywood, April 11. 

William L. Thorne, who does 
heavies and detectives in pictures, 
has worked out an invention to keep 
women's stockings from twisting. 
Deal is on with a hosiery outfit to 
launch it on a royalty basis. 

Secret of the device is having the 
garter under the stocking instead 
of over it. 

Thorne’'s been working on the idea 


since he was heavy in ‘Lig Doy’ 
with Al Jolson, and observed how 
w-erried the chorines kept over the 


seams of their gamlets. 
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Buck Jones Points to Flop Kid 
Films to Prove Westerns Vital 


Western films, says Buck Jones, 
are performing a vitally important 
service for the picture industry. 
They are the only pcsitive means 
of insuring a future audience for 
film releases, 

His recent tour over the Loew 
Circuit, bringing him in contact 


with thousands of kids, has taught 
Mr. Jones that the only juvenile 
audience that may be counted on 
today is the one being nurtured by 
Western films. 


Lose one generation of picture 
fans and you break the picture- 
xoing tradition. Children will look 
to other fields for their idol-wor- 
ship. The kid of ten years ago, 


says Jones, enthused over any num- 
ber of film favorites. Today's stars 


-—with the exception of the few 
‘owboys carrying on the Western 
formula—appeal solely to adult au- 
diences. The next generation of 
picturegoers has nothing to grow 


un on. 

‘Audiences of today are made up 
of former kids who developed the 
habit of picture patronage during 
the silent days,’ explains Mr. Jones, 
a strong silent hombre except when 
conversation touches on a subject 
so near his art. 

‘Any kid can understand panto- 
mime. That’s his language, He 
doesn’t want to stop and dope out 
dialog written for oMer people. 
High hat tatkers drove the kids 
into the streets to play cops and 
robbers. The only way to draw 
them back is to give them plenty of 
action mixed with talk.’ 


Off ‘School Stuff’ 


The younger generation is intol- 
erant of actionless drama and com- 
edy. Children lack the patience to 
heed long stretches of dialog; 
they’re bored with the sophistica- 
tion talkers have tried to attain. 
Children’s programs, arranged by 
the Hays and Parent-Teachers’ As- 
sociations, leave them cold—they 
smack too much of the schoolroom 
to be any fun. The youngsters’ 
failure to support juvenile stories, 
with all-child casts, indicates that 
the means of talker presentation, 
rather than its subject matter, does 
not strike their fancy. 

When Westerns were at their 
height, Cowboys Mix, Hart, Gibson 
an* Jones were turning out ap- 
proximately 30 combined annual re- 
leases. Independent studios buzzed 
with activity dedicated to Western 
mellers. This specific lure was 
added to the regular silent product 
that had juvenile support. 

Instead of maintaining this West- 
ern average, in the face of depre- 
ciated child response to talker 
product, the Gibson, Mix, Maynard 
and Jones total for this year will 
be 22 films. Independent produc- 
tion has been greatly curtailed by 
the tendency of smaller studios to 
copy the sophisticated trends of 
major organizations. The type of 
picture that could best combat one 
phase of audience apathy is under- 
estimated by companies that fail 
to recognize the importance of 
Western films. 

‘Bring in the kids and you en- 
large your adult audience’ adds Mr. 
Jones. ‘At least one grown up must 
accompany a child to the theatre. 
On the tour that’s finishing here 
at the Academy, I’ve played to just 
as many grown-ups as children. 
Stimulate the interest of the kids, 
the most énthusiastic boosters in 
the world, and you have a healthy 
home-life attitude toward the pic- 
ture indusrty.’ 


‘Westerns’ Mean Action 


By ‘Westerns,’ Mr. Jones means 
any type of action film. The prod- 
uct need not necessarily have a cow- 
boy locale. Society, police, racing, 
aviation, gangster and practically 
any type of yarn may be worked 
into the Western formula. Dialog 
need not complicate production. On 
the contrary, Mr. Jones finds that 
it speeds things along, doing away 
with time-losing close-ups and cap- 
tion cutting. Simple speeches de- 
tail exposition of plot and build 
Suspense; then you concentrate on 











Never let anyone see the bot- 
tom of your purse or your 
mind, 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTB 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 








Reality Not Funny 


Hollywood, April 11. 

At a recent Santa Monica 
preview of ‘You're Telling Me,’ 
Roach short, a _ slapstick 
quence in which a creamy cake 
was splattered on several pans 
went well over with the audi- 
ence, 

On coming out of the show a 
middle-aged gent was dunked 
with a stale cream puff when 
he walked into a kids’ battle 
line, the youngsters throwing 
old pastry. Gent immediately 
called a cop and had one of the 
kids arrested. 


GEO. EASTMAN’S WILL 
DISAPPOINTS ROCH'R 


Rochester, April 11. 
Eastman’s will, leaving 
practically his entire remaining for- 
tune of $15,000,000 to the Univer- 
sity, did little to win added public 
acclaim in his home city. Always 
the butt of Communist attacks, the 
Kodak magnate clinched the atti- 
tude in his final gesture. 

No provision was made for the 
Community Chest, although he had 
been its largest donor. The city ex- 
pected to get the property rented 
as the City Hall Annex for a civic 
center, but didn’t. Kodak employees 
were disappointed that they were 
not mentioned. 

The will is a feather in the cap of 
Dr. Rush Rhees, president of the U. 
of R. He had the charter changed 
to a non-sectarian institution, and 
as a result of his efforts the uni- 
versity has benefited something like 
$30,000,000 of Kodak wealth. It is 
now the _ richest university per 
capita in country with over $50,- 
000,000 endowment, besides an en- 
tirely new plant, medical school and 
hospital, music school and theatre. 
Gifts included the Eastman man- 
sion as the university president's 
home and a $2,000,000 fund to oper- 
ate it. 


Sid Salkow Set at Par 


Sidney Salkow, 25-year-old legit 
director, is closing this week with 
Paramount for a position on the 
Coast under a supervisor, which is 
the customary spotting for new 
legit acquisitions on Par’s coast lot. 
Salkow staged ‘Black Tower’ and 
‘Bloodstream,’ latter currently at the 
Times Square, New York. 


ED BURKE’S SIESTA 


Edwin Burke is in New York for 
a brief vacation, his first in two 
years. 

Former yaude writer, under con- 
tract to Fox until next December, 
is now dean of that lot’s scribes on 
length of service. 


SUB FOR MARY BRIAN 

Ken Murray is bringing Helen 
Charleston from the Coast to join 
his act for some more RKO weeks 
and possibly picture house dates in 
between. Mary Brian returns to 
west next week for a part in WB's 
‘Crooner.’ 
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action and give the kids the kind 
of picture they like at the same 
time that you cultivate their aware- 
ness of films and fil... players. 

As Sobbie bowed out from the 
sun-tanned, immaculately tailored 
presence, she bumped into a crowd 
of 14th street youngsters, jamming 
the alley of the Academy theatre, 
eager for a glimpse of their screen 
idol. A few flaps, more assertive 
than the kids, had crowded into the 
back-stage entrance and were gig- 
gling over autograph books hope- 
fully displayed. 

“‘Where’s Buck? the kids wanted 
to know. ‘Think he'll give me a 
photograph? ‘Gee, he was swell as 
the Fighting Sheriff.’ 

Unwittingly supporting the inter- 
view, the youngsters held a sym- 
posium on their favorite film stars. 
To names that sway the 1932 box- 
office they turned blank faces or 
elicited various interpretations of 
14th street contempt. The juvenile 
film following is heart and soul with 
the Mixes, the Gibsons, the May- 
nards and the Joneses, which rather 
proves that Mr. Jones knows where- 
of he speaks. 














WILL MAHONEY 


The London “Times” said: “Mr. 

Will Mahoney is the most amusing 

American comedian seen in London 

in years. He provokes laughter 

that cannot be suppressed.” 
Direction 

RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 








100% CHISEL 
IN HOLLYWOOD 





Hollywood, April 11. 

Everyone in Hollywood is in or 
entering the picture business. That 
goes for the delivery boy to the 
banker. If they’re not in they’re 
trying. All butchers and bakers are 
writers and directors—if they get a 
chance, 
A Warner press agent has cut $25 
off his rent monthly because his 
landlord wants to be a_ writer. 
When renting a house the landlord 
learned that his pro. _ective tenant 
was in pictures. He confided in the 
p. a. that he was writing a story 
and if the p. a. would help him he’d 
cut the rent from $100 to $75. 

Writing Waiters 
Every waiter in town is an em- 
bryonic picture writer. Why waiters 
go in for spare time writing is a 
mystery but it is the rule. No execs 
ever lunched at any of Hollywood's 
restaurants without being asked by 
the waiter to read his particular 
story. 
Girl who recently signed a con- 
tract with a major studio was dis- 
covered in Germany by a Hollywood 
garage owner on a vacation. He 
returned to Hollywood with her 
photographs and a director lamped 
them on the garage wall. When the 
girl paid a visit to Hollywood the 
garage man called on the director, 
who made a test of the girl. Result 
was a contract. 
Doctors and dentists cast pictures. 
Medicos hunt jobs for their patients 
in the interest of prompt bill pay- 
ments. 
People in Hollywood figure they’re 
just a little better than those in pic- 
tures and if they ever get a break 
they’]l] smash the industry wide 
open. 





SAILINGS 


April 29 (New York to London) 
Kell Kelly, Sam Eckman, Jr, (lle de 
France). 

April 23 (Paris to New York) 
Dorothy Farnum, Maurice Barber 
(Berengaria). 

April 19 (London to New York), 
Sam Eckman, Jr. (lle de France). 
“April 15 (New York to Naples) 
Jules Murray (Conte Grande). 
Arril 14 (Paris to New York) 
Baura Hays (Europa). 

April 13 (New York to Russia) 
Alice Hughes, Leonard Hall (Bre- 
men). : 

April 12 (New York to Paris), 
John McCormack, Elmer Rice, Ar- 
thur Train, Joe Cook, Clifton Webb 
(Bremen). 

April 9 (New York to Trinidad), 
Morris Helprin, Saul Schary, Ed- 
ward Hyland (Dominica). 

April 8 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Curtis (Ile de 
France). 

April 8 (New York to Paris) For- 
rest Wilson (Ile de France). 

April 8 (New York to Naples) 
Wm. Harris, Jr.. Worthington Mi- 
nor, Joe Meilziner (Roma). 


Roberta Moranzoni (DeGrasse). 


Maurice Chevalier, Leopold Mar- 
chand (Ile de France). 





, Brink (Albert Ballin). 


April 8 (New York to Paris) Cav. 


April § (New York to Paris) Mrs. 


April 8 (Paris to New York) P. N. 





Faking 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Picture of the Fox cafe was 
wanted when the room was 
full. 
So they waited until a com- 
pany from Radio came over to 
use Fox’s steamship set. 


WB M. C. IN PITTSBURGH 
SET FOR 1 WARNER PIC 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 
Warner Brothers have handed 
Dick Powell, m. c. at the WB Stan- 











ey, a one-picture contract with 
the usual options. He leaves for 
the Coast next week to play in 


‘Blessed Event’ with James Cagney 
and Joan Blondell. Powell is with- 
out previous screen experience and 
has been in Pittsburgh for three 
consecutive years, serving as m. c. 
at both the Enright and the Stan- 
ley. 

Couple of weeks ago, Powell went 
to the Vitaphone studio in Brook- 
lyn to take a test for another WB 
picture, ‘The Crooner,’ and assign- 
ment to ‘Blessed Event’ resulted. 
He’ll play the part of the radio 
crooner in this. M. ¢. currently is 
under contract to WB, running to 
July 1. Expected to return to Stan- 
ley after finishing work in picture, 
with flicker future depending upon 
showing in his first. 





Three Picture Nibbles 


For Thurston on Coast 
Hollywood, April 11. 


Howard Thurston, magician cur- 
rently at the Orpheum, is up for a 
picture at Radio, Metro and Para- 
mount. All three studios have fea- 
tures in mind with magic as the 
background. Thurston has been 
conferring with them all and is 
holding out for the best proposition. 
At Metro, studio is figuring on 
using a story that Thurston has 
written based on incidents in his 
life. If the deal is closed, Jackie 
Cooper will be teamed with Thurs- 
ton. 

Both Radio and Paramount want 
to use him as the central character 
in a magic feature. 





MARION BURNS TO FOX 


Marion Burns leaves the cast of 
‘Intimate Relations’ at the Ambas- 
sador, New York, April 16, and the 
following week goes to the Coast to 
start on her film contract for Fox. 

Miss Burns was contracted by 
Fox before ‘Relations’ came _ to 
Broadway with the understanding 
she’d leave after a fortnight. Fox 
deal was made by Meynard Morris. 





CHICO MARX’S AUTO WRECK 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Chico Marx's car got tangled with 
another, in Los Angeles Saturday 
(9) and the comedian was taken to 
the hospital with a dislocated knee- 
cap and chest injuries. It is antici- 
pated that he will be discharged in 
about a week or 10 days. 

Meantime Par. is continuing pro- 
duction on ‘Horse Feathers’ with 
the other three Marks, holding 
Chico’s sequences for his recovery. 





GRANT WITHERS’ BAND 


Grant Withers is another from 
pictures who is going jazz band on 
a dancehall tour this summer. He 
will wave a stick at a band and 
autograph photos for the flaps. 

Withers is now in vaude with 
Eddie Moran. 


DOT LEE SAILING EAST 
Hollywood, April 11. 

Dorothy Lee, off the Radio con- 
tract list this week, leaves later in 
the week for New York, going by 
the canal. 

She will be in the east on a vaca- 
tion for about two months, with no 
plans for the future. 








Hopkins’ Farm Yen 
Hollywood, April 11. 

Drawing a two weeks’ leave of 
absence from Paramount, Miriam 
Hopkins leaves here later in the 
week for New York. 

Says she will buy a farm in Con- 
necticut while east, 





But 13 Indie Producers Have Reached 
Important Posts at Major Studios 





Hollywood, April 11. 

Present enthusiasm of independ. 
ent producers over their possibilj. 
ties of landing in an executive berth 
at a major studio, by making a good 
picture at low production cost. and 
thereby attracting attention of film 
execs or bankers, is hiding behina 
a cloud. Blemish on the horizon is 
the fact that only 13 independent 
producers have ever landed in high 
positions at any of the first line 
studios. 

Most of those who have advanced 
from the shoestringers have been in 
their present spots for years. During 
the last few seasons only two have 
had the break—David O. Selznick, at 
Radio, and Henry Ginsberg, 


oTro- 

duction head of Roach. , 
The others—Louis B. Mayer, RB. 
P. Schulberg, Al Rockett, Bernie 
Fineman, Hunt Stromberg, Bernie 


Hyman, Harry Rapf, Bobby North 

and Eph Asher—have all been in 

their present spots for years. If 

not, they have been in similar 

posts with other major studios. 
Mayer and Thalberg 

Mayer, formerly a state-righter, 
went with Metro when M-G-M was 
formed. Bernie Fineman, who was 
associated with B. P. Schulberg in 
the Preferred Picture Co., has also 
been at Metro for some time, as 
have Hyman, Rapf and Stromberg. 

Schulberg has spent the past five 
years at Paramount. Eph Asher, 
Universal associate producer, has 
been on the lot for two years but 
previously had produced for First 
National as Asher, Small and 
Rogers. 

Henry Ginsberg produced fea- 
tures with Joe Rock for state 
rights. Sam Briskin, associate pro- 
ducer at Columbia, was an indie 
producer for years and has been. 


Sam Briskin, Tiffany production 
head, was also a state righter, 


Rockett and North 


North, associate producer on, thg. 
have been in the major studios 
some time. Selznick was associated 
with his father in Select Produce 
tions. 

Sam Goldwyn, as Sam Goldfish, 
was associated with Oliver Morosco 
in indie production but was one of 
the first to align himself with the 
majors. Schulberg was press agent 
for the Goldwyn-Morosco combo. 
Independent producers who hope 
for the best admit that there are 
few spcts where they will fit in. 
About 30 state right producers are 
hoping to be among the chosen few 
who get the breaks. 


Mills Bros., Kate Smith 
For Par’s Radio Film 


Hollywood, April 11.) 

Paramount will send a production 
staff to New York next month to 
photograph broadcasting = studio 
scenes of ether names for its forth- 
coming ‘Wild Waves’ radio yarn 





leads. 


Other names mentioned for the 


Smith. 





Pittsburgh, April 11. 
Regis Toomey, back in his homé 


for a while. 
Broadway show first, leaving her@® 
for New York next week with that 
in view. 

Toomey’s contract 
mount expired April 1. He went 
into pictures from the stage, first 
coming to attention in the coast 
production of ‘Hit the Deck.’ 


CAGNEY RETURNS WEST 


James Cagney and his manage?! 


with Para- 





today (Tuesday) or tomorrow. Iil* 
ness of Cagney’s mother brought 
him east. 

While here he also looked ovéTt 


‘Blessed Event’ which will be his 
next for Warner Bros. 

Allen Jenkins, in the stag® 
‘Blessed Event,’ goes to the Coast 
next week for WB to do his orig* 
inal role in the filmization of tne 
play. 

It's Jenkins’ second screen #5* 


signment having done one for lar 





in the east. 


with Col. for the past three years, | 


4.1 Rockett, Fox exec, and Bobby,, 


same lot, were indies for years, but,:, 


with Ping Crosby as one of the 


picture are Mills Brothers and Kate" 


REGIS TOOMEY’S STAGE PLANS | 


town for a week and making a pers" 
sonal appearance at the Stanley, / 
says he’s not returning to the Coast; 
He's going to do @’s 


George Frank, return to the Coast, 


= 





ued 
abo 
An 
reite 
fine) 
knoy 
; view 
A Ass 
Ww 
fant 
hope 
7, yew 
But 
Garb 
Phot 
nam 
But 
lose 3 
&0 ov 
Over 
But | 
Dura 
"We 
Jimm 
yew 
was 
a@cros: 
of pec 
zage, 
and § 
train 
Was a 
intery 
Woids. 
effron: 
import 
And I 
At the 
body 
they ¢ 
Conspi 
‘Hoy 
Jimmy 
‘Donch 
f Donch: 
Well | 
Now I 
5 Mr. | 
And pr 
ity. 





Til 











on 
1i0 
he 
irn 
the 


the 
ate’ 


NS | 


me 
ere 
leys / 
pasty: 
0 @'e 
here i 
that: 


arae 
went 
first 


-oast 


stage 
Coast 
orig? 
yf tne 


n use 


yr Par 


1 EE PTE 


a 


aT I 


we 





Tuesday, April 12, 1932 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 








HOLLYWOOD BESET BY FEA 





‘One Take’ Durante Flies? Never: 
He Wouldn't Even Get on a Ladder COAST 


+ 





By RUTH MORRIS 
James Durante stood on the cor- 
mer of 46th street and Broadway, 
feet widely implanted, elbows 


smartly pointed outward, head 
tilted an an acute background angle, 
and exhaled one mighty ‘Hah.’ 

‘The heart uv the woild. Look 
at them milling crowds. Smell that 
gasoline. Listen to the clanging 
of them street cars. That,’ said 
Mr. Durante, athrob with emotion, 
Ss excrushiatin’.’ 

‘It’s great to be back,’ rhapsodized 
Jimmy, extending a benison to the 
crowds who were quietly disregard- 
ing his personal appearance on 
Broadway. ‘Onct this was the only 
toroughfare that recognized my 
gchnozzie, but now,’ exclaimed 
Jimmy, trying hard not to hit a 
passerby with his battered felt hat, 
4t belongs to the nation.’ 

Mr. Durante was aroused from 
bis revery by a cruising policeman 
who requested that he move along. 

I’m mawtified,’ sulked the wound- 
ed dignitary, struggling to keep his 
attitood. ‘He don’t know me.’ 

Like Lauder’s Farewells 

‘What's that you want?’ contin- 
wed the unidentified hero, rising 
above momentary embarrassment. 
‘An interview? An int-terviyew,’ he 
reiterated through lips pinched in 
finely conceived scorn. ‘Donchu 
know I dont’ give no poisonal inter- 
wiews? Durante talks only for the 
Associated Press. 

‘Well, good day,’ adieud Mr. Du- 
rante, adjusting his hat at what he 
hoped was a smart angle. ‘I’ve given 
yew too much of my iime already. 
But' say, didju hear about me and 
Garbo? Ever since I had my feet 
photographed on her trunk our 
mames have been linked together. 
But not Durante. I can’t afford to 
lose my identity. They wanted me to 
g0 over to Garbo’s set and meet her. 
Over to Garbo’s set and meet her. 
But I says, ‘No. Garbo comes to 
Durante’s set.’ . 

‘Well, au-revue,’ again farewelled 
Jimmy. ‘I'll talk at random and 
yew can jot down wot I say. It 
was an =uneventual trip comin’ 
across. There was quite a number 
of people in my party—Frank Buz- 
zage, Sonyer Levien, Mrs. Warner 
and Sam Behrman. We got off the 
train at Alberquerque and _ there 
Was a newspaper woman wants to 
interview me. So I says a few 
woids. And then she has the 
effront’ry to inquire, ‘Is there any 
important people in your party?’ 
And I says ‘No.’ Was that a slur? 
At the next station there was no- 


body to interview me. See wot 
they did? They wired ahead. A 
conspiracy. 


‘How do I look?’ questioned 
Jimmy, reassuming his hotcha pose. 
Donchu notice no _ difference? 
Donchu get the film poisonality? 
Well I have to be dashin’ along. 
Now I belong to the ages.’ 

Mr. Durante took one step north 
ane promptly forgot about poster- 

y. 

At Random 

Till continyew talking at random. 

cist day in town I play a benefit. 
A ben-ner-fit,” punctuated Mr. Du- 
rante, laughing uproariously and 
Stamping both feet at the same 
time. ‘The master of ceremonies 
Bays, ‘Ladees and gent-tlemen, I 
Want yer tew meet Jimmy Durante 
Who flew all the way from Holly- 
Wood to participate in this ee-vent.’ 
Durante flew. Durante won't even 
set on a ladder, 

I went up ter see the gorillas at 
the Folies Gerzhere. Nobody asks 

€ ter take a bow. Finally I fights 
my way onto the floor and they 
bring out a pianner. They think all 
eis is play and sing. They don’t 

wow I can give it ‘thata’,’ pro- 
tested Mr. Durante, assuming the 
Gramatic pathos which he claims 

0 have eied in ‘The Wet Parade.’ 
it onchu get the dramatic poisonal- 
i -  One-take Durante. An ar- 
iste’ 

‘Goo-bye, sweets. Some day when! 
re Not So busy,’ concluded Mr. Du- 
tp settling himself comfortably 
we nie curb stone, ‘I might give yew 

i -terviyew,’ 








For Depositors 





Hollywood, April 11. 


ation Ass’n., organized to pro- 
tect the interests of depositors 
in the defunct Guaranty Build- 
ing & Loan Ass’n., will stage 
a benefit at the Shrine Audi- 


torium May 2 for the benefit 
of destitute depositors. 

Al Jolson, Marx Bros. John 
Barrymore, John Gilbert, John 
Boles, Mary Pickford and 
other picture names billed to 
appear. Will Rogers will m.c. 











Smart Boys Turn 
Ashcan Fan Mail 


Into Classy Biz 


——— 


Hollywood, April 11. 

It's easy pickings for a couple 
of lads who figured that tourists 
would like to carry home as me- 
mentos of their trip to Hollywceod 
the envelopes of old fan mail which 
the star has thrown out. 

Lads get their supply of en- 
velopes from the ash cans of the 
studios. No expense is attached 
to their business so it’s all profit. 

Envelopes sell from 10c to 75, ac- 
cording to the popularity of the 
star and where the letters come 
from. An envelope addressed to 
Dolores Del Rio and mailed to her 
from Cedar Rapids sells for 20c. 
One mailed to Ronald Colman or 
Marlene Dietrich with a foreign 
stamp will bring as high as $1. 

Comics Cut-Rate 

Rank and file of picture stars 
with domestic stamps rarely get 
more than 20c, Comedians sell for 
10c, lowest of the lot. 

Business has been brisk with the 
lads now canvassing the novelty 
stores and stocking them up with 
the used envelopes. Stores are 
buying them for a straight eight 
cents with only the big names such 
as Barrymore, Crawford, Gable and 
Chevalier bringing more in the 
wholesale field, 

Boys say they got the idea from 
a stamp collector who displayed 
several fan letters in his window. 
Letters had rare stamps which the 
collector wanted to sell, but he 
found that it was easier to sell the 
letters for the stars’ name value. 

If the gag gets over here, the 
promoters are going to extend their 
activities to eastern cities where 
fan mail is still something to won- 
der about. 


BLUMEY’S FILM 


Plans Indie Prod. of Wife’s B’way 
Show, ‘Child of Manhattan’ 








A. C. Blumenthal may venture 


into independent production to 
camera his wife’s (Peggy Fears’) 


play ‘Child of Manhattan.’ 

Blumenthal is reported to have 
turned down a Paramount offer of 
$36,000 for the Preston Sturges 
piece. No further interest by the 
film firm at a higher figure is be- 
lieved the reason of Blumenthal’s 
production intent. 

If undertaken it will be done in 
the east utilizing the original cast 
of the play. 





WEISSMULLER IN FURS 


| Constant Mental Agony for | 


. : “sd | 
Guaranty Depositors Restor- | 


| TRAGEDY OF WRINKLES 





Aa TORTURE 





Everyone — Worry About 
Contract Renewals, While 
Everybody Else Wonders, 
Too—Says Picture Mak- 
ing Is ‘Pathetique’ 





By CECELIA AGER 

It’s Vicki Baum’s way to look be- 
neath the surface. Her novels and 
plays have been called ‘deep’ be- 
cause she sees drama in the hum- 
drum and romance tiurking behind 
the matter-of-fact. Her plots are 
concerned with ‘cross sections of 
life,’ and she says glamour can shine 
from a chambermaid as rosily as 
from a princess. 

Upon her last visit to New York 
Miss Baum told the press that she 
knew but two English words: 
‘Lousy’ and ‘swell.’ Now, four 
months later, her English vocabu- 
lary has increased to such flexible 
proportions that she is able to con- 
template Hollywood, characterize 
it as ‘pathetique,’ and them explain 
With compassionate fluency as she 
dissects it according te her own 
technique. 

‘Hollywood means the picture in- 
dustry, and the picture industry 
means suffering. Everyone in it, 
great and small, is tortured by the 
same gnawing thought, “Shall I fail 
this time?” Past success is no re- 
assurance. All depends upon the 
picture about to be released. The 
mental agony, the suspense that 
fastens upon the people in Holly- 
wood—that worries their every wak- 
ing hour and troubles their sleep— 
beclouds the community with a 
feeling of such strain and uncer- 
tainty as to make it a most un- 
happy place, continuously depress- 
ing. 

‘Where in all the world’s history 
could you have féund such concen- 
trated beauty in women, and where 
is beauty so cheap? The waitresses, 


(Continued on page 25) 


Garbo No Sign, 
Joan May Romp 
In M-Gs ‘Hotel 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Metro is believed to have two 
versions of ‘Grand Hotel’ due to the 
extra scenes taken by Edmund 
Goulding, director, with Garbo, 
These consumed 10 days and ex- 
plain. the delayed opening of the 
picture now scheduled for this week 
in New York. 

Local story still persists that Joan 
Crawford ran away with the film 
as originally screened, with it also 
reported that unless Garbo signs a 
contract reney 11 M-G’s intention is 
to let Miss Crawford steal the fea- 
ture. Hence, the supposition of the 
two versions. 

Metro’s ‘Wet Parade’ is also un- 
derstood having some repair work 
done to it following its poor show- 
ing at the Chinese. 











Tardy MacArthur 





Hollywood, April 11. 

Johnny Weissmuller has been « ast | 
for the lead in the Eskimo pt! 
Metro will produce. 

Weissmuller leaves here t cht 
(Monday) for the east and his per | 
sonal appearance tour in Loew the- 
atres. The aquatic record holder 
moves into the Capitol, New York, 
this Friday (15) after which follow 


six or eight weeks in »pther Laew 


Charlie MacArthur, overdue since 





Nov. 27 to return to the Coast for 
Metro, will go back when Helen 
Hayes (Mrs. MacArthur) | shifts 
westward for some more M-G-M 
| flickers. That will probably be 
isome time in May. 

Miss Hayes will do two or three 
before returning to Broadway for 
anew show. MacArthur's last film) '« 

ment was ‘Walling-| 


writing assigr 
oeindl 


'vicK! BAIN cr FS \Satire Is Dumped for Romance 


To Avoid Bad Fan Reaction; 
All Studios Ditching Rubbers 


+ a 





Groucho Jr.’s Grouch 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Arthur Marx, Groucho's off- 
spring, last week told the old 
man he was quitting school for 
good. Groucho started to ex- 
plain why that was the wrong 
attitude for a young man but 
the kid shrugged his shoulders. 

“Eddie Cantor made a per- 
sonal appearance at the school 
today,’ said Arthur. (‘It’s bad 
enough just going to school 
but I hear enough bum jokes 
at home.’ 


Liquor and Meds 
Start Agitation 
Anew from Antis 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Fearing that drinking scenes in 
pictures might prove an argument 
against prohibition, bone drys 
throughout the country are petition- 
ing censor boards demanding an ab- 
solute ban on pictures showing 
liquor, drinking scenes, or mention 
of wetness, 


Revived agitation is reported to 
have arisen following release of 
‘The Wet Parade,’ though in that 
picture reformers find something to 
cheer about. Most of the petitions 
come from rural districts where the 
pluggers have sold the idea that 
Hollywood producers are trying to 
encourage drinking by glorifying it. 


Burden of Proof 


Producers Association representa- 
tives will attempt to prove that in 
no instance are drinking scenes in 
pictures for propaganda purposes. 

Another group of meddlers are 
trying to bring about legislation 
that would stop the depiction of 
surgical operations in pictures such 
as ‘Alias the Doctor,’ and ‘Sym- 
phony of Six Million.’ 

Argument is that such scenes are 
distasteful and might tend toinflu- 
ence people against operation scenes. 
Doctors claim that the operation 
scenes and handling of doctor char- 
acterizations in pictures have been 
a boon to their profession. 


ANOTHER ALL-STARRER 
FOR M-G BY WALSH 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Raoul Walsh’s first for Metro will 
be the direction of a Foreign Legion 
picture to be produced on a scale 
of magnitude approaching ‘Grand 
Hotel’ and employing practically 
every star on the Metro lot. Pro- 
duction will not be started until 
June, 

Walsh is working over the script, 
which has been in Metro’s posses- 
sion for a long time but held until 
it could be given proper attention 
and production, 

















Lyda Roberti’s Trio 


Lyda Roberti the blonde diales 
tician, returns to the Coast this 
week with contracts for three talk- 


ers, 


two for Paramount. The third 
vill be Eddie Cantor’s next for Sam 





Goldwyn. William Morris office set 
Miss Roberti who has made ons 
iker so far. 
The Par pair for Miss Robert ll | 
‘On Your Mark’ and “The 
ner,’ scheduled to be con 
fore the Cantor talker starts 


Hollywood, April 11, 
flock of material 
satirical angles, pro- 
ducers have done a right-about-face 
on this stuff although the stories 
bought were money-makers in play 
or novel form because of their kid- 
ding propensities. 

Back of the change of heart is 
a reawakened consciousness on the 
producers’ part that while the pub- 
lic will go for kidding on the stage 
or in books the heavy motion pic- 
ture pull is dependent on cash cus- 
tomers who don't want illusions 
smashed. 

Idealizing Chatterers 


Columbia comes to bat with a 
change of heart for both ‘Hollywood 
Columnist’ and ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round.’ First blush was to 
lampoon the colony news gatherers 
in the former and do ‘Merry-Go- 
Round’ as close as possible to the 
ribbing book. Treatments now be- 
ing written for these have ‘Column- 
ist’ a ‘sweet boy and girl romance’ 
and the capital story something 
nearer to what the hinterlands 
think Washington and its celebs are 
rather than as painted in the best 
seller, 

Similarly Radio hopes to catch 
both the satire hunters and the 
naive in its story now being pre- 
pared, ‘Truth About Hollywood.’ 
Execs figure that the title will 
catch both kinds, those that might 
scent revelations of colony hey-hey 
and the home town fans who like 
to think their screen pets are ready 
to sprout wings. Second set will be 
better satisfied with the completed 
picture as now planned. 

Another picture’ story getting 
saccharine is Harold Lloyd’s ‘Movie 
Crazy. As being produced it calls 
for more romantic stuff than Lloyd 


After 
tending 


buying a 
to 


has ever had in a picture before.. 


Outside of the antics of the comic, 
Hollywood is to be treated quite se- 
riously, 


Protecting Gable 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Marion Davies wants Clarke 
Gable again for her next picture 
but it is doubtful if Metro will 
grant the request. 

Indication is that M-G execu- 
tives are taking a tumble to what 
they have been doing to Gable’s 
drawing power by using him hap- 
hazardly in support of others be- 
cause of his relatively low salary. 
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Legalization of Block Booking 
Viewed as a Bludgeon by Indies, 


Leegalizing of block booking bv 
the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversing the 12-year-old findings 
of the Federal Trade Commission in 
the Paramount test has 
reversed the order of things in the 
picture business. Producers and 
distributors are held up as no 
longer fearing the possibility of the 


Governmental club. 


also 


ease, 


Independents have lost their 
cockiness. To them, seeking of 


Government aid has lost its glamor. 
From now on, their leaders declare, 
the Government, because of this un- 
expected boomerang, will be the 
last body to which the indies will 
air their troubles. 

Hays Organization, coincidentally, 
has magnified its importance as the 
industry’s intermediary. Hardly 
was the decision off the bench than 
indie groups began calling upon the 
Hays headquarters for interpreta- 
tions. 

This was followed with petitions 
to Will Hays, personally, to inter- 
cede for the indies and obtain what 
the Government has refused. The 
Government had advised these were 
private industry matters. 

Shorts Coercion? 


Greatest indie fear is that ti-e dis- 
tributors will now force the exhib 
to book a dozen shorts with every 
feature or do without the feature. 

The selectivity dream, whereby 
indies were certain the law would 
okay them rejecting as well as ac- 
cepting a certain percentage of the 
1932-33 product, was broken 
simultaneously. 

Recognizing 
firally asserted itself, indies are 
being -instructed by leaders that 
their ‘only hope’ for concessions is 
to voluntarily surrender to harmony 
and intercede with the major pro- 


that the law has 


But Producers Are Reassuring 





Efficiency 


Showing some friends 
around his new home, a studies 
exec identified the furniture by 
the pictures each article came 
from. Pointing to a large buf- 
fet, one of the visitors ir- 
quired as to the production re- 
sponsible. 

‘That one,’ the exec said, 
was made for ‘So and so,” but 
since it was originally mea- 
sured for the niche it is now 
in and didn’t fit into any of 
the sets, we had it sent right 
out here. The picture was be- 
hind production anyway ard 
we needed the buffet for a 
housewarming.’ 

—From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


STUDIOS WORRY 
OVER OLYMPICS 


—_—_— 











Hollywood, April 11. 

Studios are expecting a swarm of 
uninvited guests at their gates dur- 
ing the Olympic games. Despite the 
‘no visitor’ rules, it is believed that 
the mob will get into the lots be- 
cause Hollywood will be afraid to 
keep them out. 


Hiding behind official badges, 
they may be important. people 
across the pond and the _ studios 


won't be able to differentiate. 
Foreign sports correspondents 

who arrive here to cover the games 

will generally have the added as- 





ducers to establish rulings within | 
the industry whereby common mer 
and fair play will be the dominating 
factors. 

Only exhibitor tool now left with 
which to retaliate is the screen. 
Leaders, in pointing this out, are 
urging exhibitors against any pre- 
mature display of belligerency and 
to conduct present lines for mutual 
amelioration until distributors show 
the cards they intend to play. 

‘Let Live Assurance 

Already distributors have signi- 
fied to certain of the indie leaders 
they will see the new selling season 
through on a ‘let live’ basis and will 
not ccnsider taking advantage of 
any of the privileges which the Fed- 
eral reversal now sanctions. 

Indie organizations, however, 
want to get this into writing. Some 
of the most important me nbers dur- 
ing the past few days have had 
n.2setings with Will Hays, calling his 
attention to the fact that he has 
approved the purposes of several of 
their conventions, which then en- 
dorsed resolutions accordingly. 

One of the first institutions of the 
industry, more or less on the shelf, 
to feel the decision is the 5-5-5 con- 
tract. Indie leaders in their pleas 
to Hays sought adoption of this 
contract in its present state for the 
selling scasun commencing May 1. 
They were told in sv niany words 
that if they ‘promised to he good 


boys’ the distributors might give 
them this unifcriziiy. Indications 
on the producer side are that the 


Hays dircctorate, 2t its session this 
week, Will order imracdiate printing 
of the new forraula in time for use 


signment of grabbing off studio 
news and gossip. 





INDIES MANIFESTING 


INTEREST IN HAYS PLAN 


Hays organization is being flooded 
with requests for membership par- 
ticulars by independent producers, 
several of them until now unheard 
of, as the result of the publication 
of plans to install an indie plank 
in the association. 

Indies, according to the trend, 
must be producers of 12 features 
a year before they are eligible for 





} the plank membership. 


—— 


SCHNITZER’S QUARTET 


Shuoting Starts June 1—After ‘Song 
and Dance Man’ 





Joseph I. Schnitzer, former Radio 
Pictures president, leaves at the end 
of next week for Hollywood. Before 
that time he expects to close for 
release of the four talkers he will 
produce independently for RKO- 
Radio. 

Schnitzer plans to start shooting 
by June 1. 

He is negotiating for George M. 
Cohan’s ‘Song and Dance Man’ as 
his first. If obtained Hal Skelly 
will play the lead. 

Sereen rights are held by Para- 
mount, which originally made the 
Cohan play as a silent. 








next montin 
Indies Discouraged 
The subject of 


indie exhibitors 


Frank & Dunlap Sue 
Bancroft for $10,000 


HIGH SEAT TAX UPPED 


Low Cost Perches Untouched— 
Toronto’s Tax Solution 








Toronto, April 11. 

Reports that the projected tax 
upon theatre, sport and other 
amusement tickets under 25c would 
be abandoned is confirmed by Hon. 
A. E. Dunlop, provincial treasurer. 
tesultant loss of revenue will be 
made up by tax increases on admis- 
sion prices above that level. 

Seale of new tax rates has been 
made up tentatively and will be con- 
firmed at coming cabinet meeting. 
Increase on race-track tickets also. 
believed likely. 


Par’s Plan for Coast 
Ad. Campaigns Halted; 
Probable After Conv. 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Paramount home office has tem- 
porarily halted the ambitious plans 
being made to establish in the 
studio an advertising and publicity 
department to handle the bulk of 
publicity on Par. pictures, includ- 
ing press books and posters. The 
plan has been suspended until after 
the sales convention in May, when 
it is believed that the practicability 
of the plan will be canvassed. It is 
expected, however, that the work 
will be permanently switched to the 
studio. 
Sam Liles, engaged to do lay- 
outs; Gus McCarthy, press books, 
and A. H. Rohrand, artist, all lasted 
only one week on the payroll. Frank 
Whitbeck remains, contributing ad- 
vertising ideas and suggestions to 
the home office, aided by the ad- 
visory board of studio personnel. 


Robinson Asks Court 
To Fire His Agents 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
Edward G. Robinson is asking the 
superior court to restrain Selznick- 
Joyce from representing itself as 
his agent. Robinson ‘fired’ the firm 
a year ago, then let it take a de- 
fault judgment of $7,041 on a com- 
mission suit brought last May. 
5S-J sued for $3,500 on the actor's 
paycheck in ‘The Honorable Mr. 
Wong,’ (‘The Hatchet Man’) and 
has just filed a third suit for the 
same amount on ‘Two Seconds.’ 
Robinson's reply is that the judg- 
ment was settlement in full, cites 
reasons why the managerial con- 
tract should be declared void, and 
asks that the agency be enjoined. 


Gahagan’s Radio Plaint 
Up for Academy Decree 


Hollywood, April 11 

Helen Gahagan’s case against 
Radio, testing whether a studio can 
verbally agree to engage a player 
and then call it off later, comes be- 
fore the Academy’s conciliations 
committee for decision this week. 

Decision will be legally binding 
as coming under the administra- 
tion ot the minimum contract. 

Actress held no _ contract but 
claims she was promised an en- 
gagement, tested, and her engage- 
ment announced by the stu@ic. 
Understood she was to have re- 
ceived $15,000, the story considered 
being ‘Enter Madame.’ When the 
film was abandoned Radio informed 
her the job was off. 


GLENDA FARRELL FOR WB 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Warners has a one-picture con- 
tract with Glenda Farrell, who is 
westbound from New York. 
Just closed in a Broadway re- 
vival of ‘Rain.’ Nat Goldstone 
agentead. 
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Radio City and Rockefeller Centre 
As Two Entities; Additional Seats 





Initial Urge 





The big vaudeville house in 
Radio City, so far referred to 
as International Music Hall, is 
apt to be the first theatre ex- 
ploited by its initials—IMH. 
Thought is in line with the 
trend toward initial designa- 
tion for people or properties. 

Idea is that it will coin- 
cide with the initials of other 
interests of Radio City includ- 
ing RKO, NBC, RCA, etc. 

Trademark embracing’ the 
IMH initials is being experi- 
mented upon. Full name, how- 
ever, will go over the theatre 
but the initials will be plugged 
in exploitation matter as well 
as through the trademark if 
adopted, 











REAL ALL-STAR 
PICS LAUDED 


That every company in the in- 
dustry at some time or other should 
try to arrange its shooting sched- 
ules so that all of its stars can 
appear in a single picture, is being 
generally advocated. The theory is 
that, if not overdone, it is smart 
showmanship in that no one star 
is attractive to all groups of fans 
but that when there is more than 
one star in a picture, stars have 
the opportunity of drawing their 





particular following and perhaps 
aiding each other in increasing 
paying friends. 

Genuine all-star casts cannot 


spoil the public or establish a wrong 
precedent because, veteran pro- 
ducers claim, it is physically and 
financially impossible to keep up a 
steady flow of big-names-by-the- 
bunch. 

Where the New York execs were 
inclined to criticise as extreme the 
bunch experime.it of Metro, for ex- 
ample, this same criticism now has 
turned to praise and is being an- 
alyzed by other companies. 


Radio Film Reviewing 
Idea Deemed Good Plug 


Reviews of pictures on the air 
threatens to develop as an in- 
novation for air audiences, at the 
same time providing a new outlet 
on film notices for the producer- 
distributors. Latter, with houses in 
large keys throughout the country. 
may buy time and pay a reviewer 
to do the work on its own pictures 
exclusively, but otherwise the an- 
gle is unbiased opinions. 

Interviews with film notables may 
also be tied up with reviews of cur- 
rent pictures, if latter spreads 
Louella O, Parsons, Hearst’s Coast 
columnist, and Radie Harris (free- 
lance) have been doing interviews, 
while George K. Arthur has a sim- 
ilar idea lined up with NBC. 

Last week Rose Pelswick, film 
chatterer on New York ‘Journal,’ 
vent on the local Hearst station 
WINS with the plan to orally re- 
view one picture a week on Mon- 
days, plus’ interviews’ intermit- 
tently. 

Dave Strauss, former picture edi- 
tor on the N. Y. ‘Telegraph,’ is also 
reviewing current Broadway pic- 
tures for two indie stations, WOV, 
New York, on a 15-minute program 
ant WBBC, Brooklyn, 10 minutes. 
Both periods are on Mondays, 








U.A. AFTER ‘HOT AIR’ 


Joe Moskowitz, United Artists’ 
v.p., is interested in another ex- 
pose on radio, ‘Hot Air,’ which 
Jerry Wald, ‘Graphic’ radio col- 
umnist, and Al Zugsmith, Paul 
Whiteman’s p.a., are writing. 

Liveright has the _ publishing 


rights with Moskowitz suggesting 
the book be held back for the pic- 
ture for exploitation reasons. Novel 
is a ‘Once in a Lifetime’ on Radio. 





Dietrich’s Two Loves 


Hollyweed, April 11 
Next for Marlene Dietrich at 
Paramount following ‘Velvet’ wll 


be ‘Two Loves.’ 
Original story by Harry Hervey, 





who wrote ‘Shanghai Express,’ 





The two RKO-leased theatres in 
the Rockefeller City development, 
will be larger than at first antici« 
pated. Capacity for the Internae 


tional Music Hall increases from 
6,000 to 6,800, topping the Roxy, 
present largest theatre in the world, 
by 600. The other house to play 
straight fiim, will be stepped up 
from 3,000 to 3,600. 

The develo~mment will likely he 
divided into two identities, the 
western (6th avenue) portion to be 
known as Radio City, the Eastern 
(5th avenre) as Rockefeller Centre, 

Though referred to from the out« 
set by RKO particularly as Radio 
City, with the RKO interests pre-e 
ferring that designation, recently 
Rockefeller Centre was approved 
as the official name for the entire 
development. Subsequently it was 
decided that the RKO end could be 
called Radio City. 

Music Hall and straight sound 
house, latter a little behind, are to 
be delivered under contracts by Oct, 
15; the big RKO office building by 
Oct. 1. Building may be ready for 
housing of all RKO departments 
and activities Sept. 15, it is estie 
mated. 

Large house will have the most 
complete sound facilities of any the-« 
atre extant, including many novele 
ties. RCA Photophone has con- 
tracted to make the _ installation 
which takes in a public address 
system of 25 microphones. 

Projection booth will introduce 
radio in the theatre. cSquipment 
will be so set up that radio broad. 
casts can be received and relayed 
to the audience. 

Office space in the RKO building 
in Radio City for RKO will consist 
of rine upper floors. These suites 
will hold the circuit’s offices, now 
scattered between the Palace, Bond 
and Pathe buildings. 


U’S SERIAL OF RAJPUT 
RADIO DISC SERIES 


Universal is negotiating with 
Richard Barrett of the Henry Cra- 
ger company for the film rights to 
the Rajput series of radio discs 
which Crager controls, U wants to 
produce the disc material as a film 
serial. 

Rajput discs are one of the most 
popular in the country, having at 
various times been sponsored by 
many commercials, last by Dr. 
Straska’s toothpaste. Listerine is 
the latest company to take these 
discs with intentions to release na« 
tionally. 


Catalina for Robinson, 
Who Won't Sail South 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Refusal of Edward G. Robinsen 
to accompany a water location trip 
off the coast of Mexico for ‘Tiser 
Shark’ has changed Warners plans 
for this contemplated tuna fishing 
story. 

Instead a crew with two boats 
will leave here for southern waters 
to be away five weeks getting the 
atmospheric stuff. Robinson and 
the cast will then be sent to a leca- 
tion off Catalina island for intimate 
and fit-in shots. 

Mexican expedition wil be 
headed by Dick Rosson, assistant 
director. 

















Percy Kent Resigns 


Percy Kent, in charge of real ese 
tate activities for Paramount at its 
Hollywood studio, has resigned, ef- 
fective immediately. 


He is a brother of Sidney R. 
Kent. Another brother, Larry, was 
formerly in charge of Par shorts 


production. 





FOY TAKES DICKIE MOORE 





Los Angeles, April 11. 

Bryan Foy has signed Dickie 
Moore for a picture to be made by 
June 15. Boy is guaranteed three 
weeks at $350. 

Foy holds option for two more 
with the boy at $400 and HOo. 
Four-month gaps provided betwee” 
options, 
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Aylesworth’s Name Up as New 


President of RKQ-Radio: Matter 
Of Franklin-Beck Contracts, Too 


——_—__—— + 


An RKO-Radio board of directors 
meeting is due this week, at which 
the name of M. H. Aylesworth will 
come up for action as president of 
this company. Aylesworth is cur- 
rently head of the National Broad- 
casting Company. In the event of 
his heading RKO-Radio it is likely 
that he will be succeeded at NBC by 
George F. McClellan, vice-president 
and general manager. It is known 
that Hiram S. Brown, now on his 
fourth year as president of RKO, 
has been ready to retire since the 
first of this year. 


Another candidate mentioned as 
possibly succeeding Brown is J. R. 
MeDonough, head of RCA-Victor. 
However, it is thought that Ayles- 
worth is most likely to be chosen. 

Directors’ meeting, although sched- 
uled to be held in Baltimore, may 
take place in New York. Original 
date was April 13 (Wednesday). 

At this meeting plans will be sub- 
mitted for a general reorganization, 
and the subject of a contract for 
Harold B. Franklin, whose trial 
period with the company has ex- 
pired, will also come up. Franklin 
has been drawing $1,000 weekly and 
has virtually been acting as general 
manager of RKO-Radio since be- 
coming affiliated. 

Franklin is reported asking $75,000 
a year and a percentage on a con- 
tract basis. Martin Beck, who heads 
the vaudeville booking department 
of the company, is seeking a three- 
year contract. Whether either will 
obtain agreements is to be decided 
at this board gathering, which will 
consist of a full attendance of 19 
members. 

Both Franklin and Beck have re- 
organization plans; Franklin on the 
theatre operating and picture end, 
and Beck as regards vaudeville and 
the booking department. It is un- 


and Beck has been to cut $10,000 a 
week from the overhead of RKO- 
Radio. 

Reductions 

At the time Hiram Brown as- 
sumed the presidency, the weekly 
expense of the company was $1,- 
This had been reduced to 
around $950,000 weekly, and Frank- 
lin and Beck are reported trying to 
further cut this figure to $850,000. 
Both men have been in their RKO- 
Radio posts on a 60-day trial with- 
out contracts. 

The vaudeville branch, which was 
costing the circuit around $175,000 
a week, has been reduced to about 
$140,000; theatre operating over- 
head has been sliced another $40,- 
000. Elimination of vaudeville in 
a number of theatres has helped to 
curtail the expense on that phase, 
while the drop in operating outlay 
has been accomplished through a 
lessening of personnel and a full 
60% knifing on advertising. Mean- 
while, the circuit has added around 

270,000 yearly in salaries, with the 
addition of Franklin, Beck, Watter- 
son Rothacker, Phil Reisman, R. F. 
Sisk, George Godfrey, Ike Libson 
and Asher Levy. This has sup- 
posedly been offset by the dropping 
RKO 
radio hour, and critics’ department. 
Meanwhile, attendance is said to 
oa dropped in the theatres around 

pe 

,O- 

Understanding is that many 
members of the board favor wait- 
ing until next September before is- 
Suing more contracts, if any, then. 
This matter will be threshed out 
at the meeting. Report is that a 
Strong campaign has been quietly 
waged to favor issuing the men- 
tioned agreements. If contracts are 
Siven it is expected that Franklin 
may be designated as vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, or pos- 
Sibly president of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, now a_ subsidiary of 
FP-KO-Radio. Franklin's intent if no 
contract is forthcoming is not 
known. 

Figure Films First 

Report is that the matter of pic- 
ture production will come in for 
intensive discussion at the coming 
meeting, with a number of board 
members convinced it is imperative 
that the source of the film supply 
first be resuscitated, after which 

departments can follow in 
order, It is not believed that 
cnange in studio personnel is 
*mplated; rather it is the intent 
84in a production program at 
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The Banker Spirit 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Newest banker move on the 
ox lot is the installation of 
‘minute men’ on each set. 
They must report production 
delays daily in the attempt at 
general economy. 


Production Halt 
Is Indie Threat 
Against Unions 


Hollywood, April Ras 
Independent 











Producers 
(12) 
which 


Associa - 

to dis- 
Phil 
excessive. 


tion meets tomorrow 


cuss union demands, 


Goldstone denounces as 


Goldstone states the 32 


halt 
or go open shop unless the 
attitude is modified. 

Union trouble with the indies was 
reopened when the reinstatement 
of a grip discharged by Larry Dar- 
mour was demanded by Lew Blix, 
business representative of the Stu- 
dio Technicians local. Darmour re- 
engaged the grip but stated it was 
for personal reasons. 

Blix stated that indie companies 
must use two grips and two prop 
men on location units. Photogra- 
phers’ local requirements of two 
cameramen has kept the indie pro- 
ducers sore. They point out that 
camera cost is 2% of a major pro- 
duction, but figures from 8 to 17% 
for the low-budget films. 


organized 


indies will either production 


labor 


M-G’s ‘Rain’ 407, 


Hollywood, April 11. 


Metro will hold 40% of ‘Rain’ 
when made by United Artists due 
to M-G loaning Joan Crawford to 
U.-A. for the ‘Sadie Thompson’ role. 

Production will go into work on 
the United Artists lot. 








’ 
Rowland’s Emergency Op. 
Hollywood, April 11. 
Richard A. Rowland successfully 
underwent an emergency appendix 
operation this morning at the Ce- 
dars of Lebanon Hospital. 
Spyros Skouras rushed Rowland 
to the hospital at 6 a.m. and was 
in attendance during operation, 





Brown Joins Rogers 


Hollywood, April 11. 


Harry Joe Brown leaves Radio 
about May 15 to resume his old 
post o. assistant to Charles R. Rog- 
ers. Brown is week-to-weeking as 
associate producer. 

Date is when Rogers starts in- 
dependent production for Para- 
mount. 





reasonable cost. On this angle it is 


likely that Radio's plan for inde- 
pendent producers will be scruti- 
nized. 


Status of B. B. Kahane as execu- 
tive vice-president of RKO-Radio 
is also due for ratification at this 
conference. Kahane, formerly gen- 
eral counsel for the company, has 
been on the Coast since switching 
to picture duties and is due back 
in New York today (Tuesday). It 
is said that Kahane did plenty of 
phoning back to New York while 
west. He has never before been 
actively connected with the stage 
or picture end of either the former 
Orpheum Circuit or RKO-Radio. 

Aylesworth is from Denver where 
he was prominent in the Colorado 
utility field. He has headed NBC 
for the past six years, or since that 
radio network's inception. His ap- 
pointment to that position was made 
by Owen D. Young, who originally 
brought him east in 191% 














"Goodman Resigns 


| Maurice Goodman, chairman of 
| the finance committee of Columbia, 
has resigned, effective immediately. 
about a year. 


law practice. 


SKOURAS F-WC 
GOAL IS $250,000 








Los Angeles, April 11. 

Skouras operation of Fox West 
Coast Theatres beyond 1932 rests 
upon the ability of the brothers to 
show a profit of $250,000 with this 
circuit by next Jan. 1. Otherwise 
the Skourases are automatically out 
as operators of the chain and must 
return $155,000 in salaries. They 
are manipulating the string on per- 
centage, 

Losses of the circuit are being as- 
sumed by the Chase bank which 
now is in control of the Fox com- 
pany as a whole. According t6 the 
operating agreement the Skourases 
cannot be dropped during the first 
year although they can withdraw by 
consent. 

Local estimates are that F-WC is 
running around $25,000 in the red 
weekly with the Skourases having 
cut the circuit overhead by about 
a similar amount or more. In some 
corners the chop on the nut is 
placed at $50,000 a week although 
this latter figure is generally tabbed 
as being too high an approximation. 

The Skouras inspection swing 
over the entire circuit will further 
determine all economies, 





San Francisco, April 11. 

Number of managerial changes 
occurred in the northern California 
division of Fox-West Coast after 
the Skourases were here last week 
and instituted a new system of dis- 
trict management under the divi- 
sional head of Arch M. Bowles. 
With Richard Spier moved up to 
district chieftainship in charge of 
all houses other than first runs in 
the East Bay district, Frank Bur- 
hans comes in from Sacramento 
to replace Spier as manager of the 
local Paramount. Ralph Allen re- 
places Burhans in the capitol city. 

Nick Turner steps out of the Cali- 
| fornia, Stockton, to take charge of 
| the San Joaquin and Sacramento 
valley houses, George Roesch replac- 
ing Turner at the California. 

Ellis Arkush named chief of the 
Coast division handling all houses 
of the peninsula. All are under 
Bowles, who remains northern Cali- 
fornia prexy. 

Other managerial shiftings in- 
clude Mert Hustler moving from 
the Capitol to the Hippodrome, 


(Continued on page 62) 





Par Moving Its Astoria 
Equipment to the Coast 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Sam Jaffe, Paramount production 
manager, left here Saturday (9) to 
supervise the dismantling of the 
Astoria studio. Par is bringing 
most of equipment here. 





He occupied the Col exec post for) 


Goodman will continue his private 





VARIETY 5 








Shechan-Lasky as 


Possible 4 


Fox Studio Heads, Tho Reports 


Unconfrmed--Wurtzel Goes West 





porarily titled ‘Faith,’ Colum- 
bia, to quote a synopsis of the 
story, has Walter Huston as a 
man ‘who defies his directorate 
and makes loans to worthy en- 
terprises at a time when other 


bankers are hoarding their 
gold.’ 

Farther down, the synopsis 
says: ‘The picture should be 
heartily supported by ever) 
banking organization in the 
country.’ 











Selznick on Top 


After Rothacker 
Friction Killed 


Hollywood, April 11. 

David O. Selznick has come 
on top of Radio’s executive staff 
with the announcement that Wat- 
terson Rothacker, who came to the 
studio two weeks ago with powers 
equal to those of Selznick, will leave 
shortly for Europe. Friction had 
existed between the two. It is re- 
ported that Radio has offered to 
settle Rothacker’s contract for $30,- 
000. 

Position of Selznick, 
certain quarters, is reputed 
strengthened since the home office 
executives had a look at ‘Symphony 
of Six Million.’ At $250,000, it is 
one of the lowest budgeted pictures 
ever made on the Radio lot. 

B. B. Kahane, executive vice- 
president of Radio, left Saturday 
(9) for New York, after making a 
two week's studio survey. 

Lee Marcus is also accompanying 
Rothacker and Kahane to the home 
office. He has been here about 4 
month. 


W. F. CANAVAN ILL 
William F. Canavan, labor con- 
tact executive with Publix, is ill 
in the De Paul hospital, St. Louis. 
His family is in St. Louis with him. 
Canavan has been in failing 
health for some time. 


doubted in 








ROXY, TURNER RETURNING 


S. L. Rothafel and James H. 
Turner, his assistant, return to 
New York some time this week. 

They've been in Havana playing 
golf. Roxy went south following a 
recent minor operation. 





Sid Grauman or A. 


J. Balaban Wanted 


To Operate the Roxy; Kosch at Helm 





Offer has been made Sid Grau- 
man to take over operation of the 
toxy, New York. Grauman is the 
second choice of the banker-stock- 
holders group now controlling the 
house. First choice is A. J. Bala- 
ban if he can be secured. 


Grauman and Balaban are only 
two of the assorted operators whom 
the present Roxy controllers are 
considering, operator to receive 
a nominal salary plus a percentage 
of the gross. 

In the meantime attorney Harry 
G. Kosch has succeeded Charles 
Caballero as president of the Roxy 
Theatres Corp. Kosch is acting in 
this capacity as a sort of special 
counsel for the banker interests in 
the house but has been given prac- 
tically unlimited authority to run 
things and is already looking over 
the property and personnel setup. 
drew the original charter 
Roxy Theatres Corp. and 

unanimous choice of the 
interests for the 


Kosch 
of the 
was the 
controlling 





,new 





presidency. Kosch’s long interest 
in the Roxy and familiarity with 
the corporation setup and its orig- 


inal operating purposes were his 
recommendation for his present 
post. 

Election of Kosch occurred 


Thursday (7) at a specially called 
meeting of the new board of direc- 
tors. The regular board meeting is 
scheduled for April 18 at which 
time selection of Grauman may be 


voted upon and announced. 

Roxy and Arthur Also 
Several other theatre operators 
and showmen have been put on the 
list for consideration, including 
Roxy (Rothafel), Latter is very 


unlikely to decide to return to the 
house which bears his name owing 
to his present connection with 


and the new Radio City Develop- 
ment. 
Harry Arthur ¢s another lil 


operator and is known to have been 
considered by the banker interests 
(Continued on Page 338) 
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Poetic License Situation regarding Fox produc- 
tien heads seems to be hanging in 
i the air with the names of W. R,. 
Hollywood, April 11 Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel and a per- 
Studios’ present razzberr) sistent reference to Jesse Lasky 
mood, which is taking in poli floating about the harbor with no 
ticians, South Sea stories and official designation vet as to which 
Hollywood, is being extended Fox wharf they are to eventualiy 
to bankers. In a picture tem- tie, if any. S. R. Kent's trip to the 


Coast has been postponed to April 
19. 

absence has 
extended another two montis, 
it his own request, but information 
is that he will probably be back at 
Movietone City by the middle of 


Sheehan's leave of 


oeenh 


June During the interim it is 
likely that Sheehan will go abroad 
to round out his enforced rest cure, 


Wurtzel’s Confabs 
Wurtzel, east on a summons from 
is due to return to Hollywood 
Outcome of his con- 


Kent, 


} 1- 
ite this WeeK, 


ferences with Kent are unknown. 
Wurtzel’s Fox contract expires 
May 1 and it has been said that he 


would likely join Metro. 
his discussions in the east have 
been entirely amicable and Kent 
has stated that his main desire in 
inviting Wurtzel east was to listen 
to both sides. Beyond that dec- 
laration Kent declined to amplify. 


However, 


Concerning Lasky’s Fox aflfilia- 
tion, consistent reports of which 
remain unconfirmed, it has been 


said that the Paramount production 
executive may settle his contract 
with that company through an un- 
derstanding with Sam Katz. No 
figures on such an agreement have 
been mentioned nor when this sup- 


| 


posed settlement would be cone- 
summated., 
Lasky’'s contract with Para« 


mount-Publix has three more years 
to run. His annual salary is about 
$300,000 and plus clauses on pere- 
centage of Paramount pictures it 
that Lasky’s financial 
any year can soar, 
Kent and Lasky 

Verbal linking of Lasky to Fox 
seems to hinge on Kent having ale 
ways been a believer in Lasky as a 
producer besides which there is 
Lasky’s inactivity at Paramount 
during recent months. Kent’s idea 
of Lasky is purported to be that for 
over 15 years Lasky made saleable 
Paramount pictures which Kent 
sold for that organization; that 
when interference crept into Para- 


is possible 


total for 


mount production, particularly 
upon the arrival of sound, Pars 
sales department, then headed by 


Kent, did not find selling Para- 
mount product aS easy as pre- 
viously. 


It is this phase which is kecp- 
ing alive the reports of Lasky join- 
ing Fox at the behest of Kent. 
Should the move evyentuate word is 
that authority at the Fox studio 


would be evenly divided between 
Sheehan and Lasky under this 
lineup. 


A departure from Paramount by 
Lasky would break a connection of 
long standing growing out of the 
merger of Famous Players with 
Lasky Film Co. This was preceded 
by the release through Famous 
Players of the Lasky product, the 
quality of these pictures inducing 
Adolph Zukor to form the old Fa- 
mous Players - Lasky company 
which later became Paramount- 
Famous - Lasky and eventually 
blended into the present Para- 
mount-Publix organization. 


M-G Backing Musical? 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
is reported backing Gerhold 
forthcoming musical produc« 





Metro 
Davis’ 





tion of ‘Footlights’ at the Mayan. 
It‘s from the Satevepost serial, 
| whi h Metro bought for Buster 


Keaton. 


| —_— — ———— 

HOFFMAN WESTBOUND 

| M Hi. ..offman returned to the 
Coa over the week-end after set- 

lting states’ rights distribution on 

lhis indie product. 

Hoffman's company is Allied Pic- 

|}tures with his son, M. H. Hoffman, 
Jr., bandling actual production, 


JACK WARNER COASTWARD 

Jac L. Warner veturns to Holly- 
ood tomorrow (15). 

He arrived in New York from his 
trip less than two weeks 


| 
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Shorts, Cartoons and Indies Keep 


17 of the East's 


20 Studios Busy, 


But Feature Prod. Still Shies Away 


An official check-up of the stu- 


dios in the east shows the current 
total to be of which 17 are in 
operation off and on. Yet the east, 
with more recording equipment 
than the west, is further away from 
attracting as a major production 
center than ever. 

For the small amount of business 
it has, the east investigators 
for the big companies, is experienc- 


20 


say 


ing more grief, cut-throating and 
run-outs than the west’s pioneer 
days. 


Yesterday (Monday) Norma Tal- 
madge was slated to go to work at 


the Ideal studios, Hudson Heights, 
N. J. Ideal had its equipment all 
set, but the people who were to 


back Miss Talmadge, including an 
official of a Fifth avenue book pub- 
lishing company, informed them the 
star had unexpectedly taken a train 
for Hollywood last week and that 
the production is now postponed in- 
definitely. William Godwin Co. 
the name of the publishers whose 
book ‘For Hire’ Miss Talmadge was 
slated to make. A. Hillman of that 
company is reportei by Idealists as 
one of these in the group hacking 
Miss Talmadge. 


is 


Harry Langdon, or his backers, 
disappointed another studio, the 


Royal, in Grantwood, N. J., which 
was reported to be an affiliated en- 
terprise of RCA Photophone. 
Langdon, whose last director-star 
effort, ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ ended him 
with First National and sent him 
bac’ to vaude, is reported to have 
attempted a ‘short subject’ at 
Royal. When over 3,000 feet of film 
were exposed it was decided that 
Langdon’s e“ort should be contin- 
ued into feature length. After four 
weeks of rehearsals and shooting 
the Langdon job was abruptly 
called off, with the result that to- 
day it is described as too long for 
a short and too short for a feature. 
Ex-Star’s Rehabilitator 


The east, failing in its initial at- 
te1:pts for propaganda as the place 
for fallen stars to be rehabilitated, 
is, however, continuing to put up a 
front. 

Larry Kent and Charles R. Rog- 
ers are two producers the bigger 
indie studio men are trying to in- 
terest. Royal and Ideal are both 
after Kent, who plans a feature 
along with several shorts with Max 
E. Hayes. Indies aver that Rogers 
will shoot most of his ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ in the east despite 
other reports that he is bringing 
people here only long enough to get 
some Garden atmosphere, 

While the indie producers sneer 
at most of the indie studio facili- 
ties in the east, nevertheless an in- 
die occasionally throws a bone to 
one of the Atlantic’s camera houses. 
Peerless is one of the most generous 
of the producers. It gave Tom 
Moore in ‘The Warning Shadow,’ 
now being cut, to Metropolitan, and 
it has promised the next Moore fea- 
ture to Ideal. 

Jewish and Colored Features 


Maurice Schwartz, the Jewish 
star, and Bill Robinson, the col- 
ored tapper, are among others to 
whom indie studios point with pride 
as just having photographed in fea- 
ture-lengths. 

Of all consistent production busi- 
ness, the east is finding the indus- 
trial and Negro films the most cer- 
tain. 

That there are around 400 all- 
colored theatres in the U. S. is one 
ef the reasons why colored film 
production is the bet for the East. 
The other is that the colored com- 
panies have a facility for having 
cash on the line. 

In addition to Ideal and Metro- 
politan, the Paragon studio in Ja- 
maica, L. I, is a favorite for col- 
ored casts. No studio operates right 
in the heart of Harlem. 

With Cosmopolitan closed since 
the fire and Paramount's darkening 


of Astoria, Vitaphone is the only 
bie company studio now operating 
in the east, at Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Newsreel studios of Paramount and 


Fox, however, take care of many 
of the eastern screen tests, 
Radio Photophone’s large studio 


at 411 Fifth avenue, where shorts 
were made and features planned, is 
now confined to screen tests and in- 


+ 





Acoustic Paint Request 
Of Film Art Directors | 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Art directors of the Academy, now | 
having to consider how a set will 
sound as well as how it looks, are}! 
calling on recording engineers to| 
help them mix acoustic elements 
into their paints. 
The art men will hold a joint dis- 
cussion on the subject with sound 
authorities in about two weeks. 


BROWN AT COL. AS 
GALLUP JOINS AD FIRM 








George Brown assumes the posi | 
of director of publicity and advertis- | 
ing for Columbia Pictures next Mon- 
day (18), succeeding Bruce Gallup, | 
who resigned to join the Donahue- | 
Coe advertising agency. | 
Brown was last Coast p. and a.| 
director for RKO theatres. At one 
time, for eight years, Brown was 
the advertising manager for Uni- 
versal Pictures in the east. | 
With the Donahue-Coe advertis- 
ing agency now handling Fox and 
Metro, likelihood is that because of 
the reported Schenck relationship 
the U. A. account will also go D-C. 
Hanff-Mertzger is losing the Par- 
amount contract to Lord. Thomas & | 
Logan because of the Lasker-Hertz- | 
Wrigley affiliation in Par. L. T. & L. 
also handles Radio. 


Extras 624 Daily 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Extras got an average of 624 jobs 
daily last week, about the same as 
the two previous weeks. Twenty- 
seven features were working. Peak 
day for mob totals was Monday, 
when 864 worked. 

Harold Lloyd’s studio romance 
was the heaviest consumer of mob 
talent, using 170 people for five 
successive days. 


Okla. ‘Trust’ Suit Up 


Oklahoma City, April 11. 

Suit of Walter C. Burkey, former 
local exhibitor, against the Kansas 
City Film Board of Trade and 14 
distributers, alleging monopoly and 
restrain of trade, is due for hearing 
in Federal court in near future. 

Burkey sues for $136,000 damages. 

















York City and New Jersey special- 
izing in industrials and animated 


eartoons, chiefly, include E. W. 
Jones; McCrory; Newark M. P. 


Studios; Artone, Atlas, Audio Cin- 
ema, Max Fleischer, Sight and 
Sound Corp., Sound Studios of New 
York and Standard Sound Record- 
ing Corp. 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week April 15 


Paramount—'This 
Night’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Careless Lady’ (Fox). 

Capitol—‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) 
2nd week). 

Rivoli—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (4th week). 

Rialto—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (4th week). 

Strand—‘Man Wanted’ (WB) 
(14). 

Mayfair 
(RKO). 

Winter Garden—The Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) (4th week). 


Is the 


‘Love Starved’ 


Week April 22 


Paramount — ‘Sky 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Are You Listenin’?’ 
(Metro). 


Bride’ 


Rivoli—‘Miracle Man’ (Par) 
(20). 

Strand— ‘Famous Ferguson 
Case’ (WB). 

Mayfair — ‘Love Starved’ 
(RKO). 

Rialto—‘Wet Parade’ (Par) 
(21). 

Winter Garden — ‘Crowd 


Roars’ (WB) (5th week). 


$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (12). 

‘Symphony of Six Million’ 
(Radio) (Gaiety) (14). 


Foreign Films 


‘Raub def Mona Lisa’ (Su- 
perfilm) (German) (Europa) 
(3rd week). 

‘Mein Leopold’ 
(German) (Hindenberg) 
week). 

‘i Est 
(French) 
week). 

‘Ronny’ (Ufa) (German) 
(Little Carnegie) (13). 

10-ciu. z Pawiaka’ (Musa- 
Blok) (Polish) (Vanderbilt) 
(20). 

‘Golden Mountains’ (Amkino) 
(Russian) (Cameo) (13). 


(Capital) 
(3rd 


Charmant’ (Par) 
(5th Ave.) (2nd 











Monogram’s Quota 





Monogram, W. Ray Johnson's 
independent producing-distributing 
company placed on a national ex- 
change franchise basis last year, 
has set a sales quota on its 1932- 
33 program of 28 pictures of a 
tentative $2,250,000. 

On current season’s. product, 
numbering 28 pictures, the sales 
quota of $1,865,000 will be topped, 
with total sales to run slightly 
over $2,000,000. In addition to 28 
current year, Monogram is releas- 
ing a special, ‘The County Fair,’ 
which has been booked by RKO. 





Max Fellerman to RKO 
Resigning from the Pathe Ex- 
change, New York, Max Fellerman 
has joined the RKO film booking 
department as the western film 
buyer under Phil Reisman. 








dustrials. 


Other studios located in New 


In preparation: 





ROY DEL RUTH 


Directed “Beauty and the Boss,” “Blonde Crazy,” “Taxi” 





“Blessed Event” 


Warner Bros.-First National Productions 





——— 


Hollywood 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 


each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the 


weekly “Variety.” 


regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 


News from the Dailies in Los 
department. 


Caddo Economizing 





| 
has | 


Angeles will be found in that customary 


Bob Vignola Busy 


To cut the overhead, Caddo With Robert Vignola directing 
moved iis offices from United Artists| ‘Truth About Eve,’ new play by 
}studio to the Multicolor plant.| Martha Stanley opened for three 
Howard Hughes is expected to re-|days at the Theatre Mart last 
turn late this month and at that| Thursday. Julius McVicker, Hei. 
time will decide on the future of his| ena Holmes, Virginia Hall, Stanley 
staff. Price, Frank Allen, Al Jackson 
pas James Cooley and Doris Kempe r 
in the cast. 


| shorts master 


Not the ‘Truth’? 
‘Truth About Hollywood’ has been | 
retaggeed ‘Hollywood Merry -Go- 
Round’ by Radio. Gene Fowler and 
Rowland Brown, director on loan 
from Universal, are retouching the 
story, originally by Adela Rogers St. 
John, 


Dropee’s Rebound 
Arthur Pierson, stage player 
dropped by Paramount last week, 
has been given a term contract by 
Fox. Pierson was on the Par lot 
for six months. 


Willard Keefe Coming 
Willard Keefe, playwright, is on 
his way here with a Metro writing 
contract. His last play was ‘Privi- 
lege Car.’ 


Passing Up Opposish 
Monday night showing of compet- 
itors’ pictures at Paramount studio 
for the execs is off. Studio saves 
$200 weekly by the move. 





John Mack Brown will be starred 
in the first Larry Darmour western 
for Paramount. 





Barbier for Benneit 
George Barbier replaces Richard 
Bennett in Paramount’s ‘Countess of 
Auburn.’ Bennett has been switched 
to ‘Merrily We Go to Hell.’ 


Harper-Laemmle Talking 
Jesse Harper, Notre Dame's ath- 
letic chief, is talking over Univer- 
sal’s football picture with Carl 
Laemmle, Jr. 


A. E. Mathews Tested 
A. E. Mathews, with Grace George 
in ‘The First Mrs. Fraser’ at the 
Belasco theatre, was tested at Metro 
last week. 





Seymour Out—Again 
James Seymour, former Pathe 
scenario editor who has been in and 
out writing at Radio, is now out. 


Gasnier Ogles France 
Louis Gasnier’s eyes are set on 
Paris when his Paramount contract 
expires Aug. 1. To balance the ex- 
pense he may direct a French ver- 
sion at Joinville. 


Harry Gould Solo 
Harry M. Gould has bought out 
his associates in Gould-Price-Beers 








and will agent alone in Beverly 
Hills. 
Lots of Cowboy 
Randolph Scott, Paramount's 6- 


foot-4-inch acquisition from ‘the 
Pasadena Communit’ Players, will 
get the lead in ‘Lone Cowboy’ in- 
stead of the assignment with George 
Bancroft in ‘The Challenger.’ 





Not Philanthropic 
Hollywood Lambs are dickering to 
frolic on the Lucky Strike hour. 
Local Lambs offer a flock of names 
and could use some money to get a 
coast club started. 





Not Funny 
Al Boasberg is trying to collect 
$450 for an act written for Joe E. 
Brown last July. 


Can They Take It? 

Universal is about to hand out 
the ‘Once in a Lifetime’ manuscript 
for film preparation to balance 
things. With Ben Orkow’s Holly- 
wood bouquet on the schedule, Uni- 
versal figures the film city can 
stand a sock to boot. 








U's Columnist Yarn 
William Anthony McGuire is 
working out a _ columnist story, 
which will be Felix Young’s first as- 
sociate production at Universal. 


Ritzed 
Marlene Dietrich turned Ziegfeld 
down cold on his feeler for a new 
musical. He didn’t mention salary. 





Scriptural Cycle 
Cc. B. DeMille will direct ‘Sign of 
the Cross’ for Paramount, but will 
have no part in the remake of ‘Ten 
Commandments.’ Waldemar Young 
is adapting ‘Cross’ from the old 
English play. 





Murray Roth Set 

Roth, former Warners’ 
at Flatbush, is with 
Fox here working on the story for 
Will Rogers’ ‘Down to Earth’ with 
David Butler. 


Murray 


Leo Robin on ‘Velvet’ 
Leo Robin assigned as musical 
adviser for ‘Velvet’ the Marlene 
Dietrich film at Paramount. He's 





also writing the words for Miss 
Dietrich’s songs. 


| are 





Some Stay Three Months 


After two months at Universa) 
Martin Mooney, playwright, jeft 
last week. Fred Rath switched 
from Paramount to Warners to 
work on a new Joe E. Brown pic- 
ture. 


Fourth consecutive seria] for Lu- 
cille Williams is ‘Last of the Mo- 
hicans’ produced by Nat Levine, 
Walter Miller has the male lead. 





Author—Actor 
‘Destroyer’ has been set by Co- 
lumbia as another Jack Holt story. 


Frank Capra will direct. Story is 
by Harry Hervey’ and Ralph 
Graves, whom Columbia is trying 
to get to work with Holt in ‘War 
Correspondent.’ Graves may also 
go into ‘Destroyer.’ 

Betty Garble has been given a 
contract by Radio. Her first lead 


will Se in ‘Hold ’Em Jail.’ 


Author Bobs Up 
Stanley Rauh, formerly writing 
for Vitaphone shorts at Flatbush, hit 
the coast last week. 


Hunting Tiger Sharks 
Technical crew under Richard 
Rossen, assistant director, left for 
the Mexican islands to get fishing 
atmosphere for Warner's ‘Tiger 
Shark,’ new tag for ‘Tuna.’ Picture 
with Howard Hawks directing and 


Edward G. Robinson starred will 
probably get started before crew 
return, 
Barretto Ticketed 
Larry Barretto, author of ‘Chil- 


dren of Pleasure,’ bought by War- 


ners has been given a contract by 
the studio to write originals. He 


arrived here from the east Satur- 
day. 


Frank Newman’s Post 

Skouras entourage is due back 
here April 10 from its swing of the 
Fox-West Coast northwestern the- 
atres. Frank Newman, on the trip, 
is to be placed in charge of local 
de luxe operation. Oscar S. Old- 
know, also on the junket, will prob- 
ably know the disposition of his 
services when the troupe returns. 


Careful This Time 
‘Life of Virgie Winters,’ Louis 
Bromfields’ novel, is being consid- 
ered by Radio for Ann Harding. 
Jane Murfin is doing a treatment. 
Studio has an option. 


Not Enough Chevalier 

Script of ‘Love Me Tonight’ 1s 
getting a rewrite at Paramount to 
inject more Chevalier. Actor was 
in about half of the original story. 
George Marion, Jr., and Rodgers 
and Hart, scoresmiths, are on the 
rewiite. 


Exit March 
Dr. Eric Locke, Lubitsch unit 
manager, and Roy Fjastad, assist- 
ant to Nat Finston, in the music 
(Continued on page 21) 


Jones’ Golf Reissues 


The Bobby Jones golf shorts, 12 
one-reelers, will be reissued by 
Warner Bros. and playeé in all the 
Warner houses where booking room 
is available. 

In Metropolitan New York the 
shorts will be played first run on 
revival at the N. Y. and Brooklyn 
Strands with second run showing at 
the Warner, N. Y. First goes in 
Friday (15), New York Strand’s an- 
niversary week. 

N. , # to as A. 
M. H. Hoffman. 
Rene Guetta, 
Al Lewis. 
Arthur Lubin. 
Milton Raison. 
Willard Keefe. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Warner 
James Cagney. 
George Frank. 
Lyda Roberti. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
B. B. Kahane. 
Dorothy Lee. 
Lee Marcus. 
Watterson Rothacke 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Leo Morrison. 
Sally Eilers. 
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Difficulties in Financing May 


Dent Indies ‘33 Prod. Optimism 


Ir a total of 100 independently- 
made pictures are delivered during 
the coming (1932-’33) season, the 
figure will be high. That estimate, 
called liberal, is made by indie pro- 
ducer and distributor leaders who 
claim that everyone is talking a lot 
of film at this time as usual in the 
nope of landing contracts as a pro- 
moting wedge for financing. 

In sizing up possibilities on de- 
livery, indie spokesmen are taking 
cognizance not only of the tradi- 
tional low percentage of pictures re- 
leased oy indies as against those an- 
nounced, but also of the difficulty at 
this time in securing financing. Ma- 
jority of indies who see in present 
product shortage, trimmed programs 
from nationals, double featuring, 
etc., the indie’s bright hope in years, 
will never reach the field with 
product, it is prophesied. This oc- 
cured in an important measure last 
the effect of 


year, and has had 
placing independent exchanges on 
guard. 


Exchanges Cagey 

The exchanges fear expectancy of 
independent product for delivery ac- 
cording to announcement. They 
will be more watchful this year than 
before, with territories now aver- 
aging about three exchanges each. 
Position taken is that if an indie 
exchange in a given territory relies 
on a producer for delivery of 24, for 
instance, passing up a competitor, 
and only a small percentage of that 
number or nothing at all is de- 
livered, exchange is left holding the 
bag. 

It is also pointed out that if thea- 
tres hold back on »uying of product, 
either from majors or the reliable 
indies, they are likely to find them- 
selves cramped through failure of 
product to come through. 

Many theatre owners are quoted 
as of the opinion that 300 or more 
indie pictures will be on the market 
for 1932-’33. Although from ex- 
perience having found that some- 
times indie producers announcing 
programs of considerable size, have 
not delivered a single picture, it is 
said exhibitors are not taking the 
time to cogitate the _ possibility 
that financing of indies is tougher 
than ever before. 

Larger indies, in this respect, take 
the trouble to point out that it’s 
even difficult now for majors to 
secure proper financing on produc- 
tion. That alone will reduce the 
ratio of chances for indies, many of 
whom have nothing but a set of 
titles to sell. 

During current year, one indie 
announced 24 pictures but oniy 
made four. Another announced 12 
and delivered none at all, with ex- 
changes and exhibs in both cases 
holding the bag; former on lost 
business, latter on play dates. 

Lest spring indications on strength 
of talk and hopes pointed to a 
heavily-laden indie market. De- 
livery, with some yet to come, in- 
dicates a total of only 84 pictures 
for the current season. 





Concessions to Indie Cos. 
By Photophone Approved 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Phil Goldstone and the local office 
of Photophone deny the report that 
William Graham had been sent here 
to spike the deal between Goldstone 
and RCA Photophone for conces- 
Sions to independent producers on 
Sound recording. According to both 
the contract has been approved and 
Signed by the home office. 

Object of Graham's trip to Holly- 
wood is the introduction of a new 
Phot@phone recorder, which will be 
shown about May 1. 





Sennett’s Tiff Judgment 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Mack Sennett, Inc., has been 
Siven judgment for $6,852 against 
iffany-Stahl Productions, Inc., as 
balance of the leasing bill at the 
Valley studio for work on ‘Kath- 
leen Mavourneen’ in June and July, 
1920, : 
Tiffany had a cross complaint for 
$4.670 paid Dr. Hugo Reisenfeld and 
4n orchestra two days when the 
Sound track developed blank, and 
for $12,894 salaries to cast and staff 
for two days of dramatic shooting 
Spoiled by background noises. This 


ee ignored when Sennett showed 
iat 


been sua, 


inteed, 


‘ 





Clocks Leap Apr. 24 


Daylight saving starts April 
24 in New York and many 


other parts of the country. It 


ends Sept. 25. 
Picture 


chains are advising 
their managers to prepare 


against its inroads. 











Pooling Accessories 
Is Morgan Litho Plan 


Pooling accessories, handling 
them through one depot in each 
key center, is a proposition now 
being made to all picture companies. 
Morgan Lithograph, through a com- 
pany kno vn as headed by 
Elmer Pearson, is making the prop- 
osition to handle all accessories 
free of charge to distributors, and, 
at the end of the year, to go 50-50 
on any profits. 

If adopted (the proposition is 
shortly to be threshed out at a 
general Hays meeting) the acces- 
sories combine will be the first of 
its kind for : ny department in the 
industry. 

It will mean, according to one 
distributor who has endorsed the 
project, cutting accessory costs in 
half for distributors, since one de- 
pot in many cities will replace in- 
dividual counters in 10 or more ex- 
changes. This means, consequent- 
ly, that as many more workers will 
be er sed off the exchange payroll. 

The proposition has nothing to do 
with the current exhibitor fight 
centered against Fox on accessory 
costs. Distributors make it plain 
that exhibitors may as well right 
now forget all about hopes of get- 
ting accessories free of charge. It 
is claimed that distribs at present 
prices are now, in many cases, giv- 
ing the material to exhibs for less 
than cost. 

Shipping and handling would be 
the greatest saving through a com- 
bine, it is claimed. 

At the present time Morgan is 
doing the litho work f + Paramount, 
Radio, Universal and Columbia, 
while Miner has Fox and United 
Artists, ard Tooker, M-G-M, 


POSTAL TELEGRAPH'S 
16 MM. COMM’L SERVICE 


An unusual commercial use for 
film is being developed by the 
Postal Telegraph Co.;: main idea of 
course is to increase wire grosses. 

Postal is planning to install port- 
able projectors for 16 mm. film in 
50 key cities of the United States, 
which will be in readiness for the 
photography, in sound and color if 
wanted, of almost anything desired. 

For instance, if a buyer in San 
Francisco is anxious to get a line 
on the new spring dresses of a New 
York firm, it can telegraph its de- 
sires, with Postal’s 16 mm. equip- 
ment shooting the merchandise 
from all angles; also furnishing 
titles on cost, terms, etc., if wanted. 
The same could apply for any 
article, from jewelry up to automo- 
biles, 

Use of film to picture merchan- 
dise, plus titles or to be followed 
up by wire information on terms. 
delivery, ete., would almost elim- 
inate salesmen and the traveling 
necessary in dealings between man- 
ufacturer and buyer, if the Postal 
film venture proves successful, 


Tom Howard’s Shorts 


Larry Kent's and Max E. Hayes’ 
first series of independently-made 
shorts will be six two-reelers, with 
Tom Howard for Educational re- 
lease, 

Howard, 
last with 


TED BOLNICK-PUBLIX 
Ted Bolnick, veteran showman 
with Finkelstein & RFuben in the 
northwest, has been appointed dis- 


Adsco, 








like Kent-Hayes, 


Par. 


was 





trict booker (film) by Publix in 
charge of the Minneapolis territory. 
For many years’ Bolnick booked 


F&R's vaudeville. 





Quality of reproductiom hadn't | 
' 


» sue eas Nat "olf, wie Je - 
He succeeds Nat Wolf, who be 
Warner Bros. district man- 
ager in Cleveland. 


comes 





For All Distributors 





ROY DAVIDGE TO TAKE 
OVER MULTICOLOR CO. 


Hollywood, April 11. 

A new deal is on between Roy 
Davidge, lab operator, and the cred- 
itors of Multicolor whereby Davidge 
will acquire the color plant. 

Believed that a group of indepen- 
dent financiers will back Davidge in 
an effort to take the indie business 
away from Consolidated. 


$50,000 SALARY 


CUT FOR 
HAYS? 


Opining that the worst is over, 
the Hays board of directors at the 
10th annual meeting of the organ- 
ization (Monday). after- 

that 
the film industry will ride through 
the rest of the depression without 
a casualty. Acknowledging that 
payrolls, generally, have been pared 


yesterday 


noon recorded the optimism 


to the bone, the directors added 
what shapes up as the finishing 
touch to salary slashes when they 
ordered reductions in the Hays 
personrel from 5% to 25%. It is 
underst od Hays, personally, who 


has not received an increase in the 
past four years, will agree to a re- 
duction in his own salary of ap- 
proximately $50,000 yearly. 
3ecause considerable time was 
taken up with the reading of re- 
ports, much of the program sched- 
uled for today was put over until 
another session next month, 

Election of officers witnessed con- 
tinuance of all incumbents. No one 
was named to fill the place va- 
cated by Joseph I. Schnitzer, it be- 
ing held that sufficient representa- 
tion for the RKO-Radio interests 
was vested in David Sarnoff and 
Hiram S. Brown. Instead of Edward 
R. Tinker attending fcr Fox, Sidney 
R. Kent was present. It is under- 
stood Kent will be the regular Fox 
representative from now on. _ Sol 
Lesser is again active for the direc- 
torate, this time representing Talk- 
ing Picture Epics, re-titled Princi- 
pal Pictures, which was the mem- 
ber name retained by Lesser. 

Lengthy Report 

In his report covering 65 printed 
pages Will Hays leads off by re- 
ferring to attendance figures 10 
years ago but avoids being specific 
so far as present b. o. conditions 
are concerned. He tells of the in- 
dustry during the past three years 
having had to face an internal revo- 
lution caused by sound as well as 
the national depression. 

Hays recounts that during the 
past year producers have had 1,511 
conferences with his coast board on 
production; that 787 scripts were 
submitted for coding and that over 
200 «financially successful books 
were rejected because of ‘unworthi- 
ness.’ 

On varied entertainment appeal 
Hays declares that the industry’s 
foresight will be emphasized when 
the country returns to normal. He 
incorporates in this observation this 
warning: ‘But the one thing we of 
the motion picture industry cannot 
do is to produce too much good en- 
tertainment.’ 

In reporting on the codes Hiys 
touches on a phase seen as signifi- 
cant with the recent move of inde- 
pendent producers to become an ac- 
tive part of his organization. 

A considerable part of the report 
is given over by Hays to the quota- 
tions of others. In this way he 
covers the decisions on block book- 
ing and another one which favors 
‘protection.’ 

Hays delves extensively into re- 
cent statistics on visual education, 
without showing any current ac- 
tivity on the part of the industry. 
This part of the report, well known, 
is more of a sales talk to the schools 
than the producers. 


Fleischmann Resigns 


Leon Fleischmann, for seven 
years in charge of theatre construc- 
tion for Loew's, resigned yester- 
day (Monday). Following a vaca- 
tion, he may become a private con- 





sultant in theatre and general 
building construction. 
Fleischmann built several Loew 


theatres before becoming an exe: 


of that chain. 








Loew Holds at Double Bottom, 034, 


As Leaders Break to New Lows: 


Par Touches 
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Radio’s Reorganized 
Sales Force All Set 
As Levy Takes Charge 


Reorganization of the 
Radio sales department following 
induction of Jules Levy as gen- 
eral sales mgr. under Ned E. Dep- 
inet, brings about following setup: 

Cresson E. Smith, who has been 
western sales manager, also given 
southern division. 


RKO- 


Eddie L. McEvoy, promoted from 
short subject sales’ manager to 
eastern division chief. 

Al Mertz, branch manager at 
Cleveland, promoted to short sales’ 
chair at home office, Harris A. 
Silverberg, Cleveland territory sales- 
man replacing him in that ex- 
change. 

Walter E., Branson, Chicago 
branch manager, raised to midwest 
district manager over Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Minneapolis, Sioux Falls. 
Omaha, Des Moines, St. Louis and 
Kansas City exchanges. 

Jack Osserman, former country 
sales representative at Chicago, suc- 
ceeds Branson over that city’s ex- 
change. 

W. E. Callaway, erstwhile south- 
ern special sales rep, becomes 
Southern district manager cover- 
ing branches in Dallas, Oklahoma 
City, Memphis, New Orleans, Char- 
lotte, Atlanta and Jacksonville, 
with headquarters in Dallas. 

Harry C, Cohen remains western 
district manager at Los Angeles, 

Leo M. Devany succeeds Percy C. 
Taylor, resigned as gen, mgr. over 
sales in Canada, promoted from 
post of general RKO theatre exec 
over the border. 

L. I. Kuttinsky and Phil Hodes 
transferred from home office to the 
New York exchange, former as spe- 
cial sales rep, latter as New York 
and New Jersey sales mananger un- 
der Robert Wolff. 

A. M. Avery, special sales rep in 
Dallas, moved up to exchange head 
in Omaha, succeeding W. W. Brum- 
berg, resigned. 

Smith has already left on a trip 
of his western and southern ter- 
ritcries. Mck oy will probably 
mak? a similar trip soon. 





MANY ‘FIRSTS’ IN MIX 
FILM’S LOOP BOOKING 


Chicago, April 11. 

Flock of firsts are tagged to the 
unusual booking of the Tom Mix 
talker, ‘Destry Rides Again,’ into 
the Publix-B. & K. loop Roosevelt 
to open on April 16. It figures as 
the first Mix flicker ever to play a 
major loop theatre. And the flicker 
itself, which ‘s the initial Mix talker 
for the Universal, will get its world’s 
premiere at the loop date. 

Had been some negotiations for 
the flicker to go into the loop indie 
Castle, but the deal fell cold early 
last week, the Castle instead riding 
into town as the first newsreel spot. 








~ eS 


REVUE DANCER AT RADIO 
Hollywood, April 11. 

Harriet Hagman, former ‘Vani- 
ties’ dancer, is here under a three 
months’ contract to Radio. 

She was due a couple of months 
ago, but her departure from New 
York was delayed by illness. 


494: Bonds Steady 


By AL GREASON 


The stock marke. bro... through 


igain yesterday (Mon), reaching a 
new depression bottom, with the 
industrial averages at 61.28, lower 
than the depth of the 1921 slump. 
From that level t rallied feebly 
and closed at 62.07, close to the 
level of Friday last, day before the 


bear squeeze from Washington that 
brought Saturday 

Most significant feature of the 
amusement group was the fact that 
Loew's, now the leader, found good 
support at its former bottom of 
20% and staged a fair recovery 
from that double bottom, even while 
the biggest stocks in the list were 
sinking to new low marks, includ- 
ing Steel at 33, Motors at 
1144, Eastman and 
American Can below 50 for the first 
many 


recovery, 


Gen. 
Kodak at 63 
time in years. 

With the exception of Paramount, 
which touched a fresa low level at 
45,, the amusements gave evidence 
of being well liquidated. Warner 
Bros. showed fractional gains dur- 
ing most of the day and Fox was 
quiet a trifle above 2. RKO did lit- 
tle either way. 

Among the bonds the old Para- 
mounts gave wa, an additional 2 
points to 38, but the others gener- 
ally held to previous prices at or 
near the bottom. 

tichard Whitney, president of 
the Stock Exchange, told the State 
Committee that there were no bear 
raids and that the slump was 
caused by liquidation of long stock, 
At the same time the market 
backed him up by continuing the 
outpouring of selling. Washington 
news was favorable, except as it 
brought to the fore the hostility 
of the lawmakers toward the mar- 
ket. 

Making it certain that Wall Street 
was supporting Whitney, the Gov- 
ernors of the Exchange announced 
his nomination for a third term as 
president half an hour after the 
market closed. 

Prospect at the moment is that a 
selling climax is near at hand, out 
of which there should be a rebound, 
Only a question how long the price 


level will make a stand around 
present levels before the ‘spill’ 
comes, 


Break Through 1921 


Market broke through the critical 
bottom of the extreme depression of 
1921 on Friday and then staged a 
mild recovery on Saturday, based on 
a combination of happenings. Chief 
among them was a political trick 
from Washington which threw a 
brief scare into the weak element 
in the short party, by a sudden de- 
termination to start a Senate inves- 
tigation into short selling. 

There seemed little doubt but 
that it was a political maneuver and 
a repetition of the long series of such 
devices, always timed to catch the 
market in a moment of technical 
readiness for a rebound. Last June 
the Hoover moratorium proposition 
caught the market in an oversold 
state. The same thing happened last 
October when the reconstruction 
Finance Corporation program was 
broached. 

Spectacle of the government man- 
ufacturing bear squeezes for tactical 
party advantages, doesn’t speak well 
for the business outlook. Besides 
which the artifice didn’t work with 
immediate effect. There was fright- 
ened covering at the opening Satur- 
day morning, but it didn’t last 
through the first half hour. Maxi- 
mum advance, due to the retreat 
of shorts was less than 3 points in 
the averages, which was not quite 
as much as the net loss of the Fri- 
day session, and more than half of 
that gain was lost before the Sat- 
urday close. Even the brief gains 
of early Saturday apparently were 
seized as an opportunity for more 
of the urgent liquidation that had 
been going on progressively for nine 
days of steadily declining prices, 

Saturday's mild recovery might 
quite as well have been attributed 
to the very bullish government re- 
port on the wheat crop, indicating 
a 1932 crop more than 40% below 
that of last year. Under this spur 
the wheat market jumped 8 cents 
a bushel, which was little enough in 
view of the sensational surprise of 
the crop estimate and in view of 
the fact that a real upturn in wheat 
might easily mark the turn in the 





whole business trend. 
Yesterday’s Situation 
The market came into the new 


|} week with a handicap in that it had 
it discount the Steel figures given 
(Continued on page 21) 
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$10,000 for Kay F rancis’ First 
In L. A. Downtown; ‘Tough’ in $2 
Start Looks Like $15,500, Good 


Los Angeles, 


all 
spell 


April 11. 
Put them together this week 
and they brown-eyes-why- 
are-you-blue? Scanned and re- 
scanned the list fails to divulge a 
headline or point a moral. One fact 
alone is irrefutable. Business, as a 
whole, is not good. 

It so happens that two houses, 
the Paramount and Orpheum, have 
holdover attractions while another 
important stand, the Chinese, has 
lapsed into temporary and unac- 
customed desuetude. That has a 
wilting effect upon the screen land- 
scape. 

Chinese may not even get ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ Metro is known to be ogling 
the Mayan downtown, hoping 
thereby to escape the Chinese over- 
head charges. Meanwhile, Sid 
Grauman has expressed himself as 
reluctant to the point of nausea to 
bill and play as a $2 attraction a 
picture already released in Topeka, 


namely ‘Tarzan.’ 
Warners Hollywood has _ ‘It’s 
Tough to Be Famous’ given a $2 


splash Wednesday night before en- 
tering its 35 to 75 cent habit. That 
will probably be runner-up on the 
week to the second stanza of ‘One 
Hour With You,’ still the best 
money picture in town. 


3 Weeks of Magic 


Downtown group. outside the 
Paramount will be paced by the 
Orpheum. Thurston did fairly well, 
not big, on his opener, will get an 
acceptable second week but won't 
stay for a third week if bookings 
can be rearranged. Three weeks 
of magic is too much. 

No discernible difference is ap- 
parent at the State as a result of 
its switch to Saturday opening. 
Public hereabouts is keén and Sat- 
urday is no exception to their shop- 
ping habits. Every day is bargain 
day with the peasants. 

Among the grinds it’s still vis- 
ible to the nude eye that the giant 
and ritzy, if superfluous, Los An- 
geles is sapping the floating trade 


through its 15 cent scale which 
strangles the 25-centers. Fox Pal- 
ace is sorry it booked Eunice 


Pringle, the lady of the camillas in 
the Pantages case. Angelenos de- 
veloped an acute indifference. 
However, the house hasn’t given up 
faith or interest in special attrac- 
tions. 
Estimates for This Week 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65), 
*‘Man Wanted’ (WB) and vaude. 
Kay Francis an untested star. Pic- 
ture did fairly last week at Holly- 
wood so with 10 acts may peg $10,- 
500 here. Last week ‘Beauty and 
Boss’ annexed $10,800. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN) and 


stage show. Possibly plug $15,500. 
Under $13,000 last week with ‘Man 
Wanted.’ 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox) and Thurston (2d 


week). Probably $11,000 with new 
picture plus the magic troupe. Got 
$13,800 on getaway, good. First 


break in two-month cycle of special 
attractions when next picture, ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ will risk public favor un- 
buttressed by anything on the ros- 
trum, 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) and stage 
show. Second running after United 
Artists engagement of a month ago; 
star and picture’s quality may boost 
to $8,500, good average on regular 
house __— policy. Last week ‘Girl 
Crazy’ slowed up and finished with 
$13,500, good, but not what was ex- 
pected. Tab recast and trying for 
Fanchon and Marco status as unit. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595: 35- 
$1), ‘One Hour’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d week). Second week will 
be $19,000. First week 30,000, creat. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50), "Unexpected 
Father’ (U) and vaude. More paid 
admissions to reach $8,000 now. 
Surprisingly little variation § in 
grosses here, almost as if the same 
people came weekly. Last week 
‘Carnival Boat’ hovered around 
$8,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) and Ted 
Lewis. Unusually costly. stage 

25,000 will be disappointment, 


(2,024; 35-$1), 


a tremendous start for 
Last week ‘Beast of 


that figure 
( ‘it y’ 


a bare $16,800. 





‘NANA’S’ CLAIMANTS 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Although Emile Zola’s ‘Nana’ was 
supposedly in public domain, some 
French owners turned up whe 


Universal wanted to make the story 


This is holding up preparation 01 
the picture. 
U vanted ‘Nana’ for Tala Birell 


As a substitute Miss Birell may d¢ 
‘Glamour, which Tom Reed 
adapting. 


but 
first two days’ almost $10,000 gave it 


(M-G) 
given strong Metro exploitation, but 


is 





‘PLUMBER’ PACES 


$7,000 at Aladdin in Slow Denver 
Wk.—‘Wing’, $5,000 


Denver, April 11. 
Aladdin the only first runner do- 
ing above average this week, and 
that with a picture Publix passed 
up. 

Estimates For This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75) ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G). A 
fine $7,000. Last week ‘Hotel Con- 
tinental’ (Tiff) did a fair $5,000. 
‘Denver’ (Publix) (2,300; 25-40- 
65) ‘Fireman’ (FN) and_ Betty 
Compson in person. Around $15,000, 
oke. Last week ‘One Hour’ a fine 
$15,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40- 


65) ‘Young Bride’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Maybe $12,000, weak. Last 
week ‘Girl Crazy’ (Rialto) $14,000. 


Paramount (Publix) (2,006; 25-35- 


50) ‘Broken Wing’ (Par). Bad at 
$5,000. Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ 
(FN) gave house average week, 
$5,000, poor. 

Rialto (Huffman (900; 20-25-40- 


50) ‘The Deceiver’ (Col.) and ‘Final 
Edition’ (Col) split. Around $2,300 
Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) $2,500. 
Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50) ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). Shoot- 
ing for $8,000. Last week ‘Play 
Girl’ (WB) only $7,500. 


$13,000 CHANCE FOR 
MONT’L CAP’S 2 FILMS 


Montreal, April 11. 

Fans turned sour on ‘One Hour 
with You’ at the Palace last week, 
and picture was yanked Tuesday 
of its second week. ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
picked the house out of the red, and 
will run to end of week for 11 days. 
His Majesty’s gives a return week 
of Barry Jackson company, and this 
legit house is certain to get a good 
gross. For a change there is an- 
other theatre going legit, the St. 
Denis, with a couple of days of 
grand opera, 

Nabes have been picking up since 
cessation of municipal elections 
Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 
$2.50), Barry Jackson Co. for two 
weeks (legit). Return after Ca- 
nadian tour. Last week dark. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G). In Tuesday (5) af- 
ter quick close of ‘One Hour’ (Par); 
on second week; helped round out 
for satisfactory $13,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Alias 
the Doctor’ (FN) and ‘Tough to Be 
Famous’ (FN). House looking up 
lately and may run to $13,000. Last 
week ‘Lady with Past’ (Pathe) and 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) nice on $12,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Polly 
of Circus’ (M-G) and vaude. Should 
be about usual $13,000. Last week 
‘After Tomorrow’ (FN) $13,500. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Sky 





50- 


Devils’ (UA) and ‘X Marks Spot’ 
(Tiff). About $7,500. Last week 
‘Greeks’ (UA) and ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
$8,000. 


Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), “Tu 
Seras Duchesse’ (Par-French). New 
French policy has jacked house up; 
expects $5,000. Second veek of ‘Il 
est Charmant’ (Par-French) last 
week held up well at $4,500. 
Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘La Bande a_Boub  oule’ 
(French). Third week of picture 
may get $2,000. Second week was 
$2,500. 


PROVIDENCE SLIDES 


Unemployed Act Helps Fay’s to Big 
$8,300, Comparatively Top 
Providence, April 11. 
Grosses hitting the skids again 
this week, Exceptions are Fays and 
the Albee. Fays appears to be in 
the lead, with an act built around 
local unemployed, for an indicated 
$8,300 
Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U) and vaude. 
Vaudeville doing all the work; indi- 
cations are house will probably gar- 








ner around $10,000, so-so. Last 
week ‘Shopworn’ (Col) better at 
£12,600, 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-50)—‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) and vaude. Group of 
}lecal unemployed men spotted in 
*i}minstrel number and going ove! 
1}sewell; will have much to do with 
netting house close to $8,300, near 


, | the house record. 


Loew’s State (3.700; 20-50-75)— 


BALTO. SLOW; ‘LUPIN’ 
LEADS WITH $20,000 


Baltimore, April 11. 
Several changes in the combo 
house this week. Stage fare off at 
the New while the Hipp swiches 
to tab musicals with ‘Follow Thru’ 
current. Keith’s is lengthening its 
stage bill with more names. 
Biz generally is not all that it 
should be. Town was rather slow 
to feel the full impact of the biz 
drop and now apparently getting 
the recoil from the economic sock 
elsewhere. Doesn’t mean that trade 
in the screen houses is awful, but 
with some of the names on recent 
offerings it should be better. And 
the nut at many houses is climbing 
with the combo craze on. 
Barrymore boys are out front 
this week in ‘Arsene Lupin’ at the 
Stanley; Century following with 
‘Crowd Roars.’ Rivoli still dark 
and no news. Ditto for the Audi- 
torium and Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘Crowd Roars’ (WB). Stanley 
holding down intake here; Cagney 
pop with local fans, however, and 
will get $19,500. Last week ‘Alias 
the Doctor’ (FN) failed to get any- 





thing handsome, $18,400. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 

25-50), ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) 

and ‘Follow Thrw’ (tab). House 


inaugurating tabs; will go to good 
$14,000. Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(Radio) and vaude pretty good 
$12,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) 
and vaude, A pretty fair $12,000. 
Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) also 


$12,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox). Doing 
average weekly biz, $8,000. Last 


week ‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox), $7,500. 
Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 
Not strong at big Stanley but get- 
ting class draw at this uptown 
stand; okay at $4,500. Last week 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) surprised 
by hitting better pace than it did 
at Stanley; $5,000. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley, Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(M-G). Heavy ad advance; general 
slow-up in biz holding down gross 
but good enough $20,000. Last 
week ‘One Hour’ (Par) much below 
previous Chevallier intakes, $21,000. 
Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35). ‘Broken Wing’ (Par). Getting 
a pretty fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Tough To Be Famous’ (FN) slight- 
ly under par at $2,600. 


HOUR’ $12,000, HOUST'N 
‘BRIDE’ POOR ON $4,000 


Houston, April 11. 

Some pickup expected this week 
with clear weather and the theatres 
using various exploit stunts. Che- 
valier’s ‘One Hour’ at the Metro- 
politan ought to put this house in 
the money class. 

Competitive attractions for pic- 
tures are Fred Stone in ‘Smiling 
Faces’ and the boy violinist, Yehudi 
Menuhin, at the Auditorium. Or- 
chestra under Lloyd Finlay an- 
nounced for the Texan, a second- 
run house, creating a stir. This will 
be the only theatre orchestra in 
town. 








Estimates for This Week 
Metropolitan (Publix) (2,600; 25- 
50), ‘One Hour’ (Par). Chevalier 
should boost to $12,000, good. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (lox) 
$10,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,000; 25- 
35), ‘Are You Listening?’ (M-G). 
Indifferent to MHaines here, but 
$9,000 not too bad. Last week ‘Tar- 
zan’ (M-G) less than expected, 
$12,000. 

Majestic (RKO) (2,300; 25-50), 
‘Young Bride’ (Radio). Big disap- 
pointment; maybe $4,000. Last 
week ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) also 
failed to click, near same figure. 

Kirby (Publix) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN). Will 
do around $4,500, neat. ‘Fireman’ 
(FN) $4,000 last week. 

Queen (Publix) (1,200; 15-35), 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ and 
‘Wayward,’ split. Maybe) $2,000. 
Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) and 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) average 
around $2,000. 





‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) and ‘Pro- 
bation’ (Chesterfiield). Will at least 
stay in $9,000 class, fair. Last week 


‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) came 
through at $10,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—This 
Is the Nicht’ (Par). Not even the 
names in this one will save it; lucky 
to see poor $7,000, Last week 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par) skidded for 
$4,200, 


RKO Victory (1,600: 10-35)—‘Cock 
of Air’ (UA) and ‘Carnival Boat’ 
(Pathe). Thursday opening, day 





‘Are You Listening’ (M-G). Prob- 
ably $14,000, much better than last 
week. Last week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
slid badly to $8,200. 








Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 


ahead of other houses, piled up neat 
edge, and $3,200 looks good to this 
house, Last week ‘Love Affair’ (Col) 
and ‘Struggle’ (1°A) battled to pass 
$1,800, 


Se 


COLUMBUS DAMP 


Holds pone” y Down— 
‘Flesh’ Around $13,000 


Rain 


Columbus, April 11, 
Rain is hurting but ‘Tarzan’ will 
do well at the Broad this week. 
Steady exploitation campaign of the 
past 10 days being felt. 

Estimate for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U). Should do 
fairly at new reduced top; on way 
to moderate $4,500. Last week 
‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par) just failed 
to touch $5,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,060; 25-50)— 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G). Heavily 
ballyhooed but even with unit show 
won't better fair $13,000. Last week 
‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox) hit by rain 
and off at $13,900. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Going well for $12,- 
000 considering everything. Last 


week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) also 
$12,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff). Failing 
to better fair $2,400. Last week 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (WB) good 
enough at $3,600. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100: 10-25)— 


‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). 
enough with $2,300. 
Caballero’ (Col) not 
$2,050, 


‘ONE HOUR'S’ $19,000 
IS BEST IN NEWARK 


Newark, April 11. 

No question that the Newark will 
top this week with ‘One Hour With 
You’ at around $19,000. Other two 
vaude houses will probably do fair 
enough. Some are already talking 
as if the season were over, but a few 
hits will change this. 
Aborn Opera Company at Shu- 
bert, folding after two weeks at the 
Shubert with ‘50 Million Fernchmen’ 
(tab) due here with films for a try. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) and F- 
M unit. Ought to reach $11,500; 
house drops units soon, but retains 
orch. Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) 
didn’t keep promise and fell to 
$9,000. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Expert’ (FN) and ‘Big Timer’ (Col). 
One house that makes money and 
should reach $4,500. Last week 
‘Final Edition’ (Col) and ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) nice at $5,000, 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Die 
Csikos Baroness’ (Terra). About 
$1,300. Last week second of ‘Zwei 
Menschen’ (Deutsches-U), fair at 
over $1,000. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50) —‘Polly 
of Circus’ (M-G) and vaude. Will 
top $16,000. Last week Alice White 
and ‘Plumber’ (M-G) fair over 
$15,000. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-40)— 
‘Beauty on Boss’ (FN). About $3,000. 
Last week new low with ‘After To- 
morrow’ (Fox), $2,200. 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 25- 
50-60)—‘One Hour’ (Par) and vaude. 
Dropped the 15c bottom for this 
week, but probably won't affect 
gross which should beat $19,000. 
Last week ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) 
brutal at $12,400. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Will draw enough to beat $17,500. 
Last week ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) 
weak at $13,500. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 


Should do fair 
Last week ‘Gay 
so forte with 





—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
‘Sin’s Pay Day’ (Syndicate) with 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Texas 


Gun Fighter’ (Ed) on split. Nothing 
looks strong and maybe $3,000. Last 
week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and 


‘Without Honor’ (Supreme) and 
Bat-Petrolle fight with ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U) and ‘Devil Pays’ 


(Hollywood), on split, nice at $5,000. 


CINCY QUITE SLUGGISH: 
WAYWARD’ TO $24,500 


Cincinnati, April 11, 

Rain is checking trade at princi- 
pal flicker houses. Indications are 
that combined current grosses will 
be a shade under last week. 

Comedy fans going for ‘Sky 
Devils,’ and Robert Montgomery is 
fetching the love mob. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee ( RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Wayward’ (Par) and vaude, Topped 
by Sue Carol and Nick Stuart, will 
do $24,500, good. Last week ‘Cohens 
and Kelly’s (U), $20,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)—‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA). Fairly good on $13,- 
900. Last week ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio), 
$16,000. 





Capitol (RKO) (2.200; 30-50)— 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G). A pleasant 
$12,500. Last week ‘One Hour’ (Par) 


ended fortnight’s run to $11,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,285: 30-50)—'Tar- 
zan’ (M-G). Holding over to $10.000 





after drawing $16,500 last week, 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U). Oke with 
$3,600. Last week ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox), $3,800. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350: 25-40)— 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB) and 


PITT TREADS WATER: | 
PENN-STAN AT $22,000 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 
Another letdown this week after 
a general improvement all along t} 





line. Rain an impediment. ™ 

Penn, with ‘Passionate “lum her 
and Schnozzle Durante in person 
looks like the leader near $22. 000. 
but that’s not hot. Topping the 
town at that figure is an empty 
honor. Stanley will tie or be only 
slightly under that with ‘Play Girl’ 
and Regis Toomey, a hometown 
boy. 


Things seem to be picking up in 
East Liberty where WB's Enrizht 
and RKO’s Sheridan Square are 
pitted against each other on a cer. 
ond run, split week policy. Last 
week Enright had its best week 
in four months with ‘Shanghai Exe 
press’ and ‘Broken Lullaby,’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-356 
50), ‘Panama Flo’ (Radio). Fair 
with Twelvetrees regarded here ag 
something of a draw; should sail 
along to fairly decent $3,500. Last 
week ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) about same, 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1.900: 106 
15-25-35-50), ‘Are You Listenine 
(M-G). Not faring so well and 
Haines has ceased to be a b.o. cone 
tender locally; maybe $6,000, just 
fair. Last week ‘No One Man’? 
(Par), $5,900. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25- 
35), ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) and 
‘High Speed’ (Col). First UA 


flicker ever to play this small-seat 
grind; originally set to play alone, 
Buck Jones western also shoved in 
at last minute; lucky to rate a 
weak $3,000. Last week ‘Guilty 
Generation’ (Col) and ‘Women May 
Marry’ (indie) poor at $2,700. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-356 
60-75), ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Schnozzle Durante 
in person and film. Picture orig- 
inally booked to play the Fulton 
but switched here to dovetail with 
Durante personal, Fulton getting 
‘Are You Listening?’ previously set 
for Penn; looks like mediocre 322,- 
000. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) big 
at $33,000. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Play Girl’ (WB) and stage show. 
Regis Toomey in person. Not up to 
snuff at $21,000. Last week 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and Dave 
Rubinoff all right at $24,000 in face 
of competition from Penn. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio). Should come 
close to fair enough $8,000. Last 
week ‘Shopworn’ (Col) just under 
$9,000, best here in long time. 


SEATTLE BIZ IS OFF, 
ORPH MAYBE $7,200 


Seattle, April 11. 
About 30,000 attended closing of 
General Motors show, 2,000 wit 
nessed Lewis - Taylor wrestling 
match, and 1,500 saw Hampden in 





‘Cyrano,’ all on Saturday night 
and cutting into film shows. Pres- 
ent week looks bad. 

Fifth Avenue changing policy 


to open Saturdays so present bill is 
being held nine days to slow take 
ings. Skouras has decided to ree 
model the Coliseum into a real the- 
atre. Frank Newman placed in 
Northwest as personal representa- 
tive with no managerial changes 
made but plenty cuts. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,300; 35-60) 
‘Are You Listening’ (M-G). At 
$8,500 on seven days, $9,500 for 
nine days, slow. Last week, ‘Tare 
zan’ (M-G), $15,500, big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
‘Cohens-Kelleys’ and vaude (U)-. 
Poor for $7,200. Last week ‘Young 
Bride’ (Radio), didn’t make the 
grade, $6,200. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25) 
—‘Final Edition’ (Col). Fair with 
$2,000. Last week ‘Expert’ (WB), 
$2,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25< 
35-50)—‘Shopworn’ (Col). Near 
$3,800. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herhers) 
(2,000; 10-15-25) —‘Speckled sand’ 


Second of Sherlock 
liked at this price 
Last week ‘Police 


(state rights). 
Holmes series; 
for $5,600, good. 


Court’ (Shef), $5,000. . 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35)— 
‘Careless Lady’ (Fox) and ‘This !$ 


the Night’ (Par), double bill. About 








$5,200, fair. Last week ‘Devils 
Lottery’ (Fox) and ‘No One Man 
(Par), $5,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35-50) 

—‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Over from Filth 
Avenue for $4,000, good. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) and ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G), $2,500. 
‘Racing Youth’ (U). Split week to 
$3,500, fair. Last week ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) and ‘Arrowsmith’ (lA) 
$3,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Branded Men’ (Tiff) and ‘Pleasure 
(Standard). Split week for $3.(0°; 
good. Last week ‘Saddie Buster 
(Radio) and ‘Behind Stone Wa!’s 
(Fisher) $2,800. 
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Gives ‘Tarzan Good $31,000 Pace, 


But F reaks’ 





Chicago, April 11. 
Town is not snapping out of its 
previous week’s flattening process, 
and the current week gives no in- 


dication that anything startling 
will occur at the registers. Leader 
is ‘Tarzan,’ at the United Artists. 
Looks capable of fat $31,000. Is 
pulling a heavy matinee and late 
afternoon mob and getting the kids 
into the loop for the first time in 
weeks. 

On the other hand another out- 
of-the-way flicker, ‘Freaks,’ is de- 
livering a weak session at _ the 
Roosevelt and will slide out Satur- 
day (16) after a one week stay. It 
will be followed by the Universal- 
Tom Mix initial talker, ‘Destry 
Rides Again,’ also in for one week, 
and then ‘Explorers of World,’ an- 
other one-weeker. String of seven- 
day flicks demonstrates the tight 
spot that this house is in for prod- 
uct. 

Along with the State-Lake the 
Roosevelt has apparently switched 
to Saturday openings. State-Lake, 
having finished a brutal week with 
fYoung Bride,’ has started ‘Cohens 
and Kellys,’ and appears in for an- 
other bad session. 

Chicago will get $37,000 but that’s 
nothing to get excited about. Flicker, 
‘Fiesh Is Weak,’ is being sub-billed 
to the Vincent Lopez band on its 
first visit to a Chicago picture 
house. At the Oriental things are 
still tearful with ‘Amateur Daddy.’ 
House distinctly needs the help of a 
winning stage attraction. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000: 
50-75-85), ‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Vincent Lopez 
band headlining; total probably near 
$37,000, good, considering general 
let-up. Last week ‘Crowd Roars’ 
x turned in a good stay at $36,- 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85), ‘One Hour’ (Par). 
Out after two days more than three 
weeks, ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) coming 
im’ Friday (15); Chevalier flick 
somewhat of a disappointment at 
this off street house; understood 
many regrets for not having spotted 
it at United Artists; for its second 
week rated fair at $19,900, and for 
the final nine days likely to come 
away with another fair $15,000. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200: 
60-75-85), ‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Just another week; 
bad at $20,000. Previous stanza 
‘Are You Listening?’ (M-G) very 
Orientalish at $22,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
‘Steady Company’ (U) and vaude. 
Victor McLaglen and Charles Ju- 
dels comedy sketch headlining and 
likely to hold gross to nice $25,000. 
Last week ‘Carnival Boat’ (Radio) 
and lineup lead by ‘Myrt and 

arge,’ radio act, failed to make 
B00d; disappointing $22,700. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
600; 50-75-85), ‘Freaks’ (M-G). 
Slated for $11,000; got through with 
a white permit, admitting children, 
though several censor scissorings. 
Last week ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) 
the blues at $12,300. 

_States-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U). More 
Wailing at this spot too; long string 
of flickers that haven't been able to 
pull this house into decent figures; 
theatre needs dynamite now: cur- 
rentiv a murcerous $7,000; ‘Young 
Bride’ (Radio) had a seven-day 
bump at $12,100 last week. 


United Artists (Publix-UA) ‘Tar- 


fan’ (M-G). Stride of the loop and 
excellent pacing at $31,000 in- 
dicated. ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) finished 


final four days to oke $7,700. 


‘CROWD ROARS’ $22,000 


Buffalo Business Holds Up—‘Dis- 
orderly’ $9,000, Hipp 





Buffalo, April 11. 
Improved takings noticeable since 
aster are continuing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
rowd Roars’ (WB). Business pick- 

ing up and indicates $22,000. 


| Last 
week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) neat 
takings at $26,500. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50) 


isorderly Conduct’ (Fox). Much 
etter at $9,000. Last week ‘Tough 
to Be Famous’ (FN) bad at $4,900. 
Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35) 
a One Man’ (Par). Moving along 
C over $15,000. Last week ‘Gay 
aballero’ (Fox) $12,709 off. 
gs oreat Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
2-99) “Tarzan’ (M-G). In second 
Week about $10,600. Last week 
Bood at $19,200, 
or3fayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘Hotel 
= ‘mental (Tiff). Nice for $9,000. 
pon week “Guilty Generation’ (Col) 
Ou { $8,200. 


Is Poor at $11,000 








NEW HAVEN EASES 


‘Famous’ $9,000 on 6 Days All Right 
—Poli $9,300, Fair 
New Haven, April 11. 

Weather bad and Yale’s spring 
exodus will knock grosses this week 
somewhat. Bijou still pulls them 
with Friday amateur nights after 
several months of them. 

Roger Sherman cuts to six days 
currently to make way for open- 
ing of tab ‘Good News’ due Thurs- 
day, maybe to beat Paramount with 
Millis Bros. opening set for Friday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (2,353; 35-65), ‘Danc- 

ers in Dark’ and unit. Last week 


‘Broken Wing’ and ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ tab. 
Roger Sherman (2,200; 35-65), 


‘Tough to Be Famous’ and vaude. 
Looks good for okay $9,000 on six 
days. Last week ‘Play Girl’ and 
vaude were satisfactory at $10,000. 

Poli (3,040; 35-50), ‘Girl Crazy’ 
and ‘Devil's Lottery.’ Should pick 
up to fair $9,300. Last week ‘Lost 
Squadron’ and ‘Shopworn’ got by 
with $11,000. 

Bijou (1,536; 35-50), ‘Rue Morgue’ 
and ‘Carnival Boat.’ Will probably 
get nice $4,500. Last week ‘Tarzan’ 
(holdover) and ‘High Speed’ not so 
hot at $3,600. 


ST. L. SENDS ‘1 HOUR’ 
OUT FRONT ON $30,000 


St. Louis, April 11. 

Chevalier is having things pretty 
well to himself this week. Rave re- 
views are helping considerably and 
looks like almost $30,000 at the 
Ambass- lor. 

None of the other houses will get 
over average grosses. 

Estimates For This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65) ‘One Hour’ (Par) and unit. 
Chevalier - Lubitsch combination 
doubtless will lead town with 
around $30,000. Last week ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par), good at $27,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 
35-50) ‘Are You Listening (MG). 
Just about $14,000, no panic. Last 
week ‘Polly of the Circus’ (M-G) 
fell under expectations with $13,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Devil's Lottery’ (Fox) and stage 





show. Not good with $13,000. Last 
week ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) off 


at $12,500. 

St. Louis (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U) and vaude. 
Total will not be above $13,500. Last 
week ‘Young Bride’ (Radio) poor at 
$12,100. 

Missouri (3,500; 25-35-50) ‘Broken 


Wing’ (Par) and ‘X Marks Spot’ 
(Tiff). Two-for-one getting the 
usual amount, about $9,000. Last 


week ‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ weak 
at $7,800. 


Wash. Rialto $12,000 with 
Picture Name on Stage 


Washington, April 11. 

More names in the picture houses. 
Currently the Rialto has Lilyan 
Tashman as the first in a series, 
with a local dance orchestra also 
featured. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 35-50-70) 
—‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Circused 
the town even to extent of utilizing 
the Capitol and Treasury buildings 
for billing purposes via a stereopti- 
ean effect: will do $14,500. zast 
week, second of ‘Tarzan’ (M-G), 
fully realized $10,000. 

Earle (Warner) (2,340; 35-60-70) 
—Shopworn’ (Col) and = vaude. 
House doing well and will top $20,- 
000 again this week. Last week ‘One 
Hour’ (Par) held to $21,500. 








Fox (Fox) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox) and unit. 
Week will be good at $24,000. Last 


week ‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) and 
radio act zot $21,000. 





MINUS EXCITEMENT 


'Bama $12,000 on ‘Strangers’ and 
Unit, But Birmingham Quiet 





Birmingham, April 11. 

It’s just another week. ‘Strangers 
in Love’ and Fanchon & Marco unit 
will top, stage being exceptionally 
good. Last week, first, saw a poor 
unit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
vaude. Great bill should get $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Arsene Lupin 
(M-G) a moderate $10,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Shopworn’ (Col) and ‘Steady Com- 
pany’ dual bill. At $4,500. Last 
week ‘Young Bride’ (Radio) 
‘Love Affair’ (Col), $4,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 
‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par). 
other one of those $3,900. 


25-50)— 
Just an- 
Last week 


‘Taxi’ (FN) a mild $3,800. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G). Laurel and 


Hardy in full length; picture pre- 
viewed New Year's Eve and now 
returns for week's run, $1,900. Last 
week ‘Ben-Hur’ (M-G) in sound 
gave house best in sometime; $2,300. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘House Divided’ (U) and ‘Cheaters 
at Play’ (Fox) split. Near $850. 
Last week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) all 
week for nice $1,000. 


-—A Has Those 
St. Louis Blues; 
Pan Oke, $7,000 


Kansas City, April 11. 

Managers are becoming. dis- 
couraged here. Business getting no 
better, and just a case of one bad 
week after another. Current week 
will not show much of a change, 
if any. Spring weather is making 
the going hard around the thea- 
tres. 

In the residential sections houses 
are giving double bills, with pres- 
ents added, while some are putting 
out tickets good for a dime on the 
regular admission and others are 
shooting two-for-one_ tickets. A 
check of some cf the doubles shows 
that these performances are run- 
ning over three hours. No telling 
where the giveaway thing will go 
or how long it will last, but it’s a 
cinch there is no money being made 
with it. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fox) (1,200; 35) ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). George 
Arliss a draw in the residential 
district and picture will likely 
gross about $1,000, fair. Last week 
‘Dreyfus Case,’ nine days, house 
changing to Sunday opening, $1,200. 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
000; 25-50) ‘Beauty and _ BPoss’ 
(WB). Given hottest kind of pub- 
licity and flaps may give it $4,000, 
fair. Last week ‘One Hour’ (Par), 
after playing the Newman, $5,800, 
good, 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) 
‘Are You Listening’ (M-G). No ad- 
vertising splurge and slow pace; 
probably around $14,000, moderate. 
Last week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA), only 
$12,000, poor. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50-60) ‘Panama Flo’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Biggest part of the public- 
ity given to Weaver Brothers on 





stage. Looks good for average 

$16,000. Last week ‘Cohens and 

Kelleys’ (U) $11,000, bad. - 
Newman (Publix - Dubinsky) 


(1,890; 25-35-50) ‘Misleading Lady’ 


(Par). A little better and may re- 
turn around fair $6,000. Last week 
‘Fireman’ (FN) $5,200. 


Pantages (Ind) (2,200; 25-40-50) 


‘Shopworn’ (Col), ‘Morals’ for 
Women’ (Tif) and stage show. 
Stanwyck name drawing better 


than any for several weeks; with 


extra quality of show expects 
close to $7,000, good. Last week 
‘Final Edition’ (Col) $6,200. 


Tacoma Orph $5,500 


Tacoma, April 11. 

This town points with pride to 
survey showing industrial employ- 
ment being 1214% TYetter here than 
in any other large center in the 
state. Orpheum theatre reports 
generally ahead of year ago, which 
also bettered 1930 corresponding pe- 
riods, that being the low ebb for 
Orph biz in this burg. 

City has gone into lower scale of 
theatre admissions, cut being start- 
ed by the RKO house four weeks 








Met (Warner) (1.690; 25-35-40-70) | ac 


ago 

—Love Affair’ (FN). Maybe little | ? Estimates for This Week ae 
better than usual at $7,200. Last| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50 
week ‘Final Edition,’ $6,500. jand 95-35)—‘Ladies of Jury’ (Ra- 

Palace (Loew) (2.262; 25-35-40-| dio). Oke for laughs and in split 
70)—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and| week with ‘Shopworn’ (Col) looks 
unit. Will run about $18,000. Last! strong at $5,500. Last week very 
week personal appearance Jean| good for ‘Menace’ (Col) and ‘Alias 
Harlow with her picture, ‘Beast of} Doctor’ (FN) to $5,190. 
City’ (M-G) got a sock $25,000 Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (659-25)— 
though dwindled toward the fiaish. | ‘Heart of New York’ (WB). Around 

Riaito (U) (1,978; 25-35-50)—) $2,000, fair. Last week ‘Play Girl’ 
‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) and Lfyan| (WB) went along for nice $2,500. 
Tashman in person. Intake should Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35)—One 
run to $12,000 against last week's! Hour’ (Par), ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox), 
‘Steady Company’ at $6,000. land ‘False Madonna’ (Par). Maybe 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.850; 25-35-50)—!$2,400. Last week ‘Polly of Circus’ 
‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) and vaude.| (M-G), ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par), 


May rea 


‘Young Bride’ (Radio) $9,500, weak. 


h mild $11,000. Last week) and 


‘Silent Witness’ 


$2,000. 


and } 


Theatres lately are at the mercy 
of the elements. 
the first spring weather of 


son which deflected. 


the sea- 


(Monday). 

In face of weather and other set- 
backs, Paramount is climbing to the 
top of the Broadway list. Headed 


for $63,000 on the week, very good, 
with ‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) and 
George Jessel’s repeat stage show 


which holds over. Capitol probable 


second in the race at $55,000 with 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), fair. Third 
place for Roxy, whose screen has 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox), will be 
poor at $45,000. 

Cagney, a strong New York 


draw, is stealing the march among 
the runs looking to stand up for 
possibly $25,000 on third week of 
‘Crowd Roars’ at the Garden. 

Dual showing of ‘One Hour With 


You’ (Par), may end up in single 
run for picture week longer at Ri- 
alto, than Rivoli. Oddly enough, 


Rialto is still cornering more coin 
than its sister house. Probable 
$19,000 there this week, $18,000 at 
the Riv. Thought of Publix yester- 
day (Monday) was to put ‘One 
Hour’ out of Riv end of week, prob- 
ably Thursday, bringing in ‘Miracle 
Man’ (Par) Friday (15). Chevalier 
musical would continue another 
week at Rialto, which at $19,000 cur- 
rent weeks, figured oke for a fourth. 
‘Wet Parade’ (M-G), tentative to 
open at Rialto April 21. 

Mayfair away down with ‘Scandal 
for Sale’ (Radio), indicating $1,000. 
Strand, £14,000, only fair pickings 
on ‘It’s Tough To Be Famous’ (FN), 
but the Warner, WB’s second runner 
is up with ‘Beauty and the Boss’ 
(WB), trotting for $10,000. That's 
good do-re-mi, figuring overhead 
and second-run film rental. 

Two advance scale openings this 
week, ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) at As- 
tor tonight (Tuesday) at $2, and 
‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Radio) 
at Gaiety Thursday night (14) at 
$1.50. Both houses are getting bad 
breaks on house fronts through the 
current sign writers’ strike. Yes- 
terday (Monday) Loew’s had done 
nothing about its front, but RKO, 
through a non-union shop, was go- 
ing ahead on its sign work. 

Criterion, considered also for 
‘Symphony’ on a day-and-date run, 
now out. Publix has nothing in 
sight for house but is said to be 
burning plenty at Radio for hav- 
ing virtually closed for the house 
and then walking out on the deal, 

Estimates For This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Grand Hotel’ 
(M-G). Opens tonight (Tuesday). 
Up to yesterday (Monday) big elec- 


Last week it was 


This week it’s 

. + . . | 
rain. Nasty drizzle starting Satur- 
day (9) was still at it yesterday | 


Jessel and ‘Misleading’ Boost Par - 
To $63,000 Leading B way; ‘Divers, 
$55,000, Makes Capitol Runner Up 


tric sign on face of building had 
only been partially put up, and no 
ights were in the marquee. Usual 
| big sign on north side of Loew's 
State building also was dropped 
uncompleted with walkout of sign 
writers’ union 

Capitol (5.400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Hell 
Divers’, (M-G) and stage show. At 
$55,000 all right Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Tarzan,’ $50,500, Next week's 
picture switched from ‘Are You 
Listening’ (M-G) to ‘Flesh Is 
Weak’ (M-G). 

Gaiety (S08; $1-$2). Radio bows 
here Thursday night (14) with an 
advanced run at $1.50 with ‘Sym- 








phony of Six Million’ (Radio) on 
exhibit. Criterion was planned as 
running mate for Gaiety but kilied 
out; house under lease for four 
weeks and options. 

Paramount (3,661; 40-65-85) ‘Mis- 
leading Lady’ (Par) and stage show. 


Picture has strong support from 
stage with return engagement of 


George Jessel show; taking weather 
and other hurdles, gross looks like 
$63,000, excellent. Last week house 
slipped toward end of the week, do- 
ing $56,100 on ‘Shopworn’ (Col); 
Jessel troupe holdover next week. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘One 
Hour’ (Par) (3rd week). Maintain- 
ing its lead over Rivoli with same 
picture, a probable $19,000 current- 
ly. Last week $29,000, with Publix 
likely to retain Chey musical a 
fourth week here. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) ‘Scan- 
dal for Sale’ (Radio). Let down 
looks like a mean $12,000. Previous 
week $11,900 very bad for ‘Ladies of 
Jury’ (Radio). 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘One 
Hour’ (Par). Around $18,000 pre- 
saged; probably departs Thursday 
(14) to let in ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) 
following day, Friday (15). Second 
week Chevalier, $27,800. 

Roxy (6,200; 60-75-$1.50) ‘Disor- 
derly Conduct’ (Fox) and stage 
show. No names in film, but house 
may top $45,000, short of fair. 
‘Devil's Lottery’ near to $50,000 
prior week. Stage show continues 
with Fred Waring and spot acts, 
but doesn’t mean difference in 
grosses here as at Paramount, 
where recently given buildup. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘Tough 
to Be Famous’ (FN). Expected to 
reach $14,000, not quite up to fair. 
‘Beauty and the Boss’ (WB) last 
week backed up to $12,300, disap- 
pointing. 

Warner (1,100; 25 - 35-50-75) 
‘Beauty and Boss’ (FN). Probably 
$3,000, Last week ‘Play Girl’ (WB), 
$4,000. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Crowd Roars’ (FN) (3rd week). 
Racetrack talker leaving few of the 
Cagney fans un-lariated: hopping 
to a very delectable $25,000. Second 
$44,700, big. 





Tab’s Boston Follow-Up 
About $35,000 for Met 


30ston, April 11. 
The Met with the tab, ‘Three's A 


Crowd,’ and the film ‘This Is the 
Night.’ Will probably edge around 


$35,000 this week. ‘Crowd’ played 
the Colonial two months ago at 
legit prices and its rep coupled 
with a 75c admission should count. 

The Scollay, with a colored stage 
show and some undraped displays 
in the lobby, may hit $12,000. 


Estimates for the Week 


Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75)— 
‘This Is the Night’ (Par) and 
‘Three's a Crowd.’ Should do $35,- 
000, good but not really big. Last 
week ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and 
Pola Negri, $34,000. 

Paramount (Publix) 
50-60) —‘Crowd Roars’ (WB). Near 
$20,000 oke, Last weck ‘One Hour’ 
(Par), in second week, $15,000. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘Cohens 
and Kelleys’ (U). Poor at $12,000 


(1,800; 35- 


Last week ‘Shopworn’ (Col) onls 
$13,300, 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 
‘Young Lride’ (Radio) and vaude. | 
Around mild $16,000. Last week 
‘Steady Company’ and Camel air | 


act fine $28,900, 
Uptown (2.200; 35-50-60) —Crowd | 
toars’ (WB). About $8,000 ex-| 
pected, Last week ‘One How 
(Par), second week, a fair $7,000 





(Fox), bad on) 


Scollay (Publix-Vaudfilm) ‘Alia 
the Doctor’ (FN) and colored stags 
show. About $12,000, oke Last] N 
week ‘Fireman’ (FN) and WNA‘ 
radio show fair at $10,000. } 
State (4,000; 25-35-60)—‘Night 
Court’ (M-G). Heavily 


and should rate over $26,900. Last | 


Frisco’s Spotty Totals; 
‘Tarzan’ Smash, $24,000 


San Francisco, April 11. 
Trio of good pictures is carrying 
off honors, while another trio is 


just plugging along to just so-so 
grosses. Considerable competition 


from the free auto exhibits given 
by Ford and General Motors. 
‘Tarzan’ is pulling for the Para- 
mount and Warners has ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ in a town where Barthel- 
mess is a consistent draw. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 35-65) ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (ox) and stage show. 
Stretched into nine days for per- 
manent Friday opening; $26,600 
poor for nine days. Last week 


‘Millionaire’ (Fox) $24,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 35- 
60) ‘Law and Order’ (Col) and 
vaude. Doc Rockwell on stage get- 


ting the billing and $12,000 average. 





plugged | the 


Last week ‘Wayward’ (Par) same 
figure. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60) 
‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio). Okay $12,000 
for this musical. Last week ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio), in deuce week, 
pulled fair $8,900. 

Paramount (fox) (2,700: 25-60) 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Pulling all classes 


and $24,000, swell. 
week of ‘One 


Second and final 
Hiour’ (Par) around 


, $10,009 


United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 


Hotel Continental’ (Tiff). Fair at 
| $10.000. Last week ‘Greeks’ (UA), 
| in econd even days, did a poor 
$7000 

Warfield (Fox) (2.672: 30-60) 

Wiser Sex’ (Par) and stage show. 
Not up to a‘ 15,000. Last 
week ‘Disorde Condu (Fox) a 
nice $15,500 

Warners (1 265: 25-50-60) ‘Alias 
Doctor (FN). Barthelmess 


strong here and $12,500 good. ‘Heart 


week ‘Are You Listening’ (M-G) did | of New York (WI) bad last week, 
$12,100. ‘only five days and $3,000. 
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' LOUISVILLE LIMP — | ‘Scarface’ $17,000 Inside Stuff—Pi 
Strangers and ‘Flesh’ Oke With $5,600 Fair On Two Minn. Wks. S e ctures 
Stage $40,000 Biggest event af waa i tabins Tarzan’ $26,000, OK Importance of the Federal Trade Practice Conference, held four yearg 


of stock company at National. With 
over-seated town already, regular 





For Mastbaum 


addition of stock expected to cut in 
on film receipts. Especially as stock 
prices run from two bits to $1. 
Another thing hurting this week 
is the opening of the baseball sea- 


ison with Colonels at horne. 


Philadelphia, April 11. 
its heavily ex- 
ploited ‘Follow Thru,’ | 
orabbed nearly all the spotlight here | 
last week at $50,000. The 
‘Strangers in Love,’ wasn't 
much of a tumble as regards help- 
ing draw in the business. 

This week's best bets look to be 
at the Mastbaum again, which has 
Conrad Nagel heading a big stage 
show and ‘Shopworn’ on the screen. 
Didn’t start off at pace of the pre- 
vious week, but figures around 
$49,000 on the week. ‘Tarzan’ and 
‘One Hour With You’ should hold up 
nicely at the Stanley and Boyd, re- 
spectively, and ‘Sky Devils’ is fig- 
ured as likely candidate for some 
profit at the Stanton. The Fox, fea- 
turing an old Philly favorite, Ed 
Lowry, with Tom Patricola and Tea 
Leary also on the bill, and ‘Careless 
Lady,’ as film, expects to make a 
very real advance. It is rumored 
that the Fox is going to specialize 
in stage shows again, using the 
Fanchon and Marco units only in 
part. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
*‘Shopworn’ (Col) stage show. Should 
eet fair $40,000. ‘Strangers in Love’ 
(Par) with ‘Follow Thru’ as big 
stage attraction did $50,000 last 
week, big. 


Mastbaum, with 


stage show, 
picture, 
given 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60), ‘Flesh 


Is Weak’ (M-G). A good $9,500. 
Last week ‘Are You Listenin?’ 
(M-G), $8,400. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- 
35-50), “Amateur Daddy’ (Fox). A 
fair $5,600. Last week ‘Careless 


Lady’ (Fox), $4,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
50-60), ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff), 
okay on $8,000. Last week ‘Way- 
ward’ (Par), $7,900. 

Brown (2,000; 20-30-40), ‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio). Fair enough on 
$3,500. Last week ‘Alias the Doctor’ 
(FN), $2,700. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 
25), ‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox). 
$2,500. Last week ‘Broken 
$2,800, 


15- 
Fair 
Wing,’ 


DETROIT, TOPS ‘CROWD’ 


Detroit, April 11. 
Outlook for the week is only for 
fair business. Situation has changed 





so much that four days’ good busi- 
ness is all that can be expected of 
even an outstanding picture. 
ago three weeks was standard for a 
good picture here. 


A year 


Two years ago 


they got as high as four to six 


Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Tar- | weeks. 
zan’ (M-G). Best money-getter First touch of spring attracting to 
house has had in some time; got|open spaces, and with gasoline at 
$15,000 in first four days when|nine gallons for a $1 plenty are tak- 
shoved in suddenly after ‘Hatchet | ing the air. 


Man.’ ‘Tarzan’ should do $20,000 at 
least on first full week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Careless 
Lady’ (Fox) and stage show. House 
paying more attention to stage 
again. Likely to gross fair $18,000. 
‘Devil's Lottery’ (Fox) $13,000 last 
week, poor. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘One 
Hour’ (Par). Up steadily after weak 
start and being held for third week; 
$16,500 last week and should get 
$14,000 this week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Are You 
Listening’ (M-G) and vaude. Should 
get $18,000. Last week $19,300 with 
‘Impatient Maiden.’ 


Stanton (1,700; 25-65) — ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA). Opens today (Mon- 
day). ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par). Got 


$12,000 last week. 

Keith’s (1,800; 30-50)—‘The Ex- 
pert’? (WB). Hardly likely to beat 
$9,000. ‘Explorers of World’ (Ras- 
pin) praised by critics, but patrons 
were shy; only $7,500 last week. 

Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘Beauty and 
Boss’ (WB). First showing and 
maybe $3,700. ‘Alias the Doctor’ 
(FN) good at $4,800 last week. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Man I Killed’ 
(Par). Not overly good on $2,800. 
"Wayward’ (Par) $1,000 in four days 
last week, very bad. 


Hoosier Biz Grows Better; 


$22,000 for ‘Dr.’ and Unit 


Indianapolis, April 11. 

Everything points to a_ better 
week at the theatres. Bill Robin- 
gon’s colored outfit at the Indiana 
will lead. House has had excep- 
tionally good biz with tabs. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ is providing 
eompetition for the film spots half 
of the week, 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
85-50), ‘Amateur Daddy.’ May 
reach $4,500. Last week ‘Hotel Con- 
tinental’ (T) reaped about $5,000, a 
little better than usual. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50). 
"This Is the Night’ (Par). Should 
boost a trifle, maybe to $6,000. Last 
week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and ‘Big 
Shot’ (Pathe) just fair at $4,000. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50- 








65), ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and 
3i11 Robinson unit. Should reach 
beyond $22,000, good. Last week 


“One Hour’ (Par) clicked for $18,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600: 
35-50), ‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB) and 
vaude. About $8,000, maybe a little 


9” 
20- 


more. Last week ‘Devil's Lottery’ 
(Fox) and Vie McLaglen personal 


did about $11,000, okay. 

Palace (Loew) (2,800: 25-35-50). 
‘Are You Listening?” (M-G). Should 
tlose at $7,500 because of Haines 
Jocal pull, having made a Speedway 


picture here. Last week ‘Tarzan’ 
{M-G) did $10,000, exceptionally 
good, 


JAP’S HAVOC SUIT 
Los Angeles, April 11. 
F. Y. Takenaga, Japanese farmer 
of Orange county, is suing Warner 
Bros. Pictures for $1,167. 
Says he let the company use his 
land for some picture scenes and 


Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (4,045; 15-35-50-75), 
‘Miracle Man’ (Par) and stage show. 
Will do $29,000, good. Last week 
‘Crowd Roars’ (WB) and Lopez band 
weak at $26,200. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50), ‘Careless 
Lady’ (Fox) and stage show. Should 
see $22,000. Last week ‘Devil’s Lot- 
tery’ (Fox) fair with local radio 
show, $24,600. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75), ‘Flesh 


Is Weak’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Near $19,000. Last weel ‘Tough to 
Be Famous’ (FN) and Louise Fa- 


zenda on stage not enough at $16,500. 
Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50), 
‘Young Bride’ (Radio). About $14,000. 
Last week ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) suf- 
fered from previous tab showing of 
same title at opposition house; 
plenty weak at $9,500. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-60-75- 
90), ‘Tarzan’ (M-G). On _ second 
week $19,000. First week was $24,800. 
Paramount (2,448; 15-35-60-75), 
‘One Hour’ (Par). Second week will 
see $10,000. Last week a fair $18,000. 


BROOKLYN DULL 


Par Lets Down After Big Stage 
Show, $35,000 


Brooklyn, April 11. 
General lull this week with the 





weather strong opposition. Albee 
only deluxer showing heavy trade 
with ‘Scandal.’ 


Par and Fox are both very quiet. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85), ‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) and 
stage show. Definite letdown from 
last week and no more than a weak 
$35.000 expected. Jessel show last 
week with ‘Shopworn’ (Col) rolled 
up excellent $51,000. Last week ‘La 
Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-75), ‘Scan- 
dal for Sale’ (U) and vaude. Looks 
like a bad $20,900. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Jury’ (Radio) datsappointing 
at $20,300. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65), ‘Devil's 
Lottery’ (Fox) and stage show. Un- 
eventful at $20,000. Last week poor 
with ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) at $17,- 
O00, 
Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35-50-65), 
‘Greeks’ (UA) and vaude. Looks 
slow for $16,000. Last week ‘Polly 
of Circus’ (M-G), $17,400 slightly 
better. 

Strand, ‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB), 
Bad at $10,000. Last week poor 
$13,300 with ‘Playgirl’ (FN). 


‘REBECCA’S’ 2D CAST CHANGE 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Ralph Pellamy has been assigned 
by Fox to the male lead in ‘Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm’ originally in- 
tended for Charles Farrell. 

Marian Nixon will play opposite 
in place of Janet Gaynor, who was 
cast. 





MEX GOES FOR CHILLS 
Mexico City, April 6. 
First of the new crop of horror 
pictures to hit here is a smash. 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (Par), re- 
titled ‘The Man 
was held oveyv 


for second week at 





that figure represents the havoc. 


cent top, three shows daily. 


and the Monster,’ 


Cine Olimpia, Par show window, 60 


Minneapolis, April 11. 
Current box office surprise is 
‘Scarface’ at the Pantages. Crime 
drama built fast last week and holds 


for a second week. Seems as 
though the entire male population 
is turning out for this picture. 


‘Tarzan’ and a gigantic campaign 


has helped to rivet attention and 
picture is delivering at the Min- 
nesota. 

Otherwise the tidings are any- 


thing but cheerful. The Pantages 
closes as a first run loop house at 
the expiration of ‘Scarface’ run 
Wednesday. United Artists’ six- 
month lease ends and will not be 
renewed. 

Starting this week the Orpheum 
changes on Fridays, instead of Sat- 
urdays, so that the current show is 
in only for six days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 200; 
75)—‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and_e stage 
show. Great advertising and ex- 


coming 
$26,000, 


ploitation 
in droves; 


and youngsters 
looks like about 


good. Last week ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(M-G) around $21,200, light. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 


‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) and vaude. 
Title bringing in some customers; 
around $9,000 for six days, weak. 
Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) 
and Olsen and Johnson on stage, 
about $15,000, good. 

Pantages (UA) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Scarface’ (UA). Drawing power a 
surprise in local film circles; out- 
standing magnet for men; has built 
strongly; in second week about 
$7,000. Did over $10,000 on first 
week and $17,000 for two weeks very 
big here. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Wiser 
Sex’ (Par). Laurel-Hardy comedy, 
‘Music Box,’ billed equally; Clau- 
dette Colbert liked here but no 
b. o. draw; around $6,800 indicated, 
not so bad. Last week ‘One Hour’ 
(Par), second consecutive loop week 
after big seven days at Minnesota, 
about $6,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox). Charles Farrell 
and Marion Nixon don’t mean much 
here; maybe. $3,500, not good. Last 
week ‘Are You Listening’ (M-G) 
about $3,900. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Secret 
Witness’ (Col). May get $800, weak. 
Last week ‘Her Majesty, Love’ 
(FN), about $1,000, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par). Second 
loop run. Should top $1,200, fair. 
Last week ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) about $1,600. 


MIRACLE MAN’ $13,000 
IN OK. PORTLAND WEEK 


Portland, Ore., April 11. 


Two-day opposish rather livened 
film grosses last week. Walter 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano,’ at the Audi- 
torium for one day, connected for 
fine $3,500 at $3 top. Floyd Gib- 
bons, in person at the Rialto (indie), 
one night and packed ’em. This 
was Ted Gamble’s first at the Rialto 
since quitting RKO. House has reg- 
ular policy of second runs, 

Fox-Paramount with ‘Miracle 
Man’ is leading the current grosses. 
The Studio (indie) running new 
foreign film policy and getting fair 
results. House has only 600 seats. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Cohens-Kellys in Hollywood’ (U) 
and vaude. Getting results and 
should do $8,000. Last week ‘Young 
Bride’ (Radio) a bad $5,500. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 








25-60)—‘Miracle Man’ (Par) and 
unit. Clicking for okay returns; 
likely $13,000. Last week ‘Tarzan’ 


(M-G) $14,000. 

United Artsits (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-35)—‘Broken Wing’ (Par). 
Fair for $4,000. Last week ‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) $3,900. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U). Get- 
ting nicely to $5,500. Last week 
‘Shopworn’ (Col) $4,900. 


All Pictures Bad but 
Russians’, Says Gorki 


Moscow, March 28. 

Maxim Gorki, Russian novelist, 
from his sunny retreat in Italy, has 
aimed a few stones at the picture 
industry. Writing in the Soviet 
newspapers here, he _ cited the 
cinema as proof that the capitalist 
world is in a state of acute de- 
generacy. 

Charlie Chaplin figures in Gorki's 
piece as ‘monotonously sentimental 
and melancholy,’ which from Gorki's 
angle is no compliment. Doug 
Fairbanks, Harold Lloyd and others 
of their class he dismisses as mere 
‘conjurers.’ 

Gorki, of course, points to the 
new Russian cinema as an effort to 
serve art. 








ago between producers, distributors and independents, has increaseq 
during the past week since the court decision that block booking jg 
legal. Inaependents, especially, are clinging to agreements then mutually 
arrived at as the guiding covenant for future relations between 
and the major parts of the industry. 

Influential members of the Hays office are going on record as indivia.« 
uals that what is now being recognized as ‘laws drafted by the industry, 
itself’ should, and will, be observed. 

This means, it is pointed out in producer quarters, that filmdom 
gotten away from even considering the government as its ‘boss.’ 
Overselling of shorts, with features, is now considered one of the most 
important phases of the conference which ruled such a practice as ‘une 
fair. While the government decisions clearly define sales and rent ils 
in the industry as a private matter and subject to individual bargaining 
on the part of the exhibitor, independent leaders feel they will have 
hammer against this subject on the industry’s own record. 


them 


has 


a 


Principal Theatres experiment with foreign talkers at the Alhambra, 
grind house in Los Angeles, indicated that Russian is the only language 
with a paying draw in the shopping district. ‘Five Year Plan’ and ‘Road 
to Life,’ at a 35 cent night rate, individually did as well as the house's 
25-cent double-feautre domestic policy. 

German musical, ‘Three Men from a Gas Station,’ slipped badly despite 
special placarding in German lodge rooms. Principal called off the lan« 
guage try after three and a half weeks. Next up was French and the 
operators figured that counting on any number of Frenchmen would be 
wrong. 

Theatre reports a record number of phone inquiries during the Euro- 
pean tryout, but after paying a nickel to learn the title the-art fans 
couldn’t be lured into the lobby. E 


Coast studios have discovered a method of cutting down the activities 
of eastern officials and bankers visiting the studios. Shortly after the 
eastern exec arrives at the studio he is taken into the head man’s office 
and after getting a laudatory welcome speech is told they would like to 
have his opinion on some stories. 

Easterner, pleased, says he will be glad to do anything to help the 
b. o. With that the western exec dumps a dozen or so scripts into his 
lap and asks him to read them and give his opinion on their picture 
possibilities. 

The easterner, out here for a week or 10 days, therefore has to spend 
most of the time reading scripts that have previously been n. g.’d by 
the studio. But it keeps him from browsing around and gives him the 
idea that his opinion is worth something. 


Recent formation on the Coast of the Motion Picture Credit Associa- 
tion, by laboratory operators and others doing business with the small 
independent producers was brought about through losses of around 
$100,000 in the last few months by the trade acceptance route. This is 
the amount figured lost by failure of eastern state rights buyers and 
distributors to meet their paper. 

Association will now list the welchers and any further paper duckers 
and refuse to do business with local producers here who come to them 
for credit on the basis of trade acceptances from these eastern firms, 
Minor independent production is now operated on the trade acceptance 
plan wtih the lab men, director, writer, cameraman, and in some cases 
members of the cast, accepting paper for their services pending accept- 
ance of the picture by the state right buyer. 


Date on which the Academy’s board of directors will take official coge 
nizance of the separate branch squawks against the producers’ talente 
negotiation agreement, and determine the Academy’s action regarding 
it, is now set as April 20. 

Academy’s anticipated demand that the Hays organization reconsider 
its agreement to exchange salary data and give previous employers an 
even break on all projected contract negotiations will be based on broad 
principles. 

While each membership group sees certain phases of the Hays docu- 
ment as particularly obnoxious, agreement among the Academicians is 
that it slaps directly at the purposes of their organization to preside on 
matters of internal relationship in the picture industry. 





Formal announcement will be made shortly of one of the most impore 
tant developments within the industry concerning visual education. A 
producing organization that has taken an active part in schoolroom pros 
duction during the past two years is abandoning all interest in this 
phase. A new company, with a new title and new headquarters, has 
been formed in its place. This new interest, composed largely of edus 
cators and workers who were affiliated with the old, has made a hook-up 
with the major organization whereby it will attempt to market all of 
the organization’s product, 

New company is claime« to be strictly on its own, financially. Initial 
effort to raise funds will be largely through women’s clubs and parent 
associations throughout the U. S. 





Periodic blurbs from the Coast executives that they'll strive for co- 
operation by not evolving cycles in picture making is giving the eastern 
execs a sardonic snicker in view of the general aping in film styles. 
Right now there are four cycles in work embracing almost all studios, 
each probably coming out at the same time with themes on radio croon- 
ers, ‘mouthpieces,’ Hollywood angles and Broadway columnists. 

Eastern execs haven't forgotten the propaganda of last fall about the 
‘scatter system’ of production in order to get away from a sameness of 


films which had minimized everybody’s chances at the boxoffices. This 
had particular reference to the many gangster films, 
———— 
When a state rights distributor was on the Coast lining up seme 
product recently he brought together for one deal a producer, backel, 


director and a writer who had never worked together before. Sayings 
he’d have his attorney draw up a contract next day, each of the others 
remarked that he’d like to have his attorney sit in on it. 
‘Okey,’ said the man. ‘Tell them to be at so-and-so’s office 
10:30.” Four others piped up in chorus, ‘Say, that’s my attorney.’ 
Embarrassing part for the attorney was having each client approach 


at 


s.r. 


him on the side and requesting him to be sure and protect him in the 
deal. 
About 500 full-length features will be made by Russian film cum 


panies in Moscow during the current year, according to the present 
schedule. Figure compares with features made by the 
1931. 

Of the 500 only 30 will be brought to the U. S. for distribution. Amkin®%, 
Soviet distributors on this side, handled 15 pictures in 1931. 

Of the 500 features to be made this year, program is to turn out abeut 
200 ‘educationals.” Under that classification fall all features without 
definite story matter, although all Soviet films are supposed to, as far #* 
convenient, educate the masses, 
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Good sales talks by members of Paramount’s Coast publicity 
ment induced Maurice Chevalier and Jeanette MacDonald to sing W# 


he 








(Continued on page 48) 
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GERMANY HAS SAME ILLS 





Par’s London, Paris Producing 
Hook-Ups Switched for Economy 


| 
Negotiations are under way by} 
Paramount to give up its London |} 
producing unit. Deal is expected to 
£0 through within a week whereby 


British and Dominions will start 
production of quot. pictures for 
Paramount, at the came. time 


taking over Yar’s London studio. 
The Saint Maurice studios at Join- 





ville, France, will continue func- 
tion‘ng on a diminished expense 
budget. 

J. H. Seidelman, Paramount for-| 
eign chief, who returned to New| 
York Wednesday (6) after a two- 
month stay abroad, explains Par’s 
new moves as being more in keep- 


ing with current conditions. 
Paramount but one stage in 
London, he with their British 
quota needs calling for more studio 
gpace. Because of the healthy as- 
pect of the British trade anu eco- 
nomic status at present, he feels 
Britishers can turn out satisfactory 


has 


Says 


pictures on their own. Meaning 
that rather than go into the expense 
of further building and construction 


in Britain, Par is figuring on getting 
its British needs satisfactorily sup- 
plied through local production by 
British producers. 
Joinville Schedule 

New sc..edule lined up by Seidel- 
man for Paris will result in the Join- 
ville studios turning out ab ‘ut the 
same number of films as int e past, 
though at a greatly reduced outlay. 
Feat will be accomplished through 

(Continued on page 62) 


HIGH SCALE, SHORT RUN 
DILEMMA IN ARGENTINA 


Buenos Aires, March 30. 


With the government owing 
back-pay to state employees of 
some $300,000,000 and seeking a 
loan of $560,000,000 to cover this 
and other indebtedness; with cus- 
toms duties so high as to be pro- 


hibitive, with new taxes slapped 
on everything, conditions here are 
bad. So far—and the season has 


been on a month—not a solitary 
Picture has clicked. 

The situation as regards Amer- 
fean distributors here is panicky. 
Prints, quoted naturally in U.S. 
dollars, cost about double when 
they arrive here owing to the ex- 
change. Advertising isn’t drawing 
the public as it used to, though 
the multitude of simultaneous re- 
leases may cause that. The pub- 
lic is bewildered by the many re- 
leases, set for the same days, and 
caused by the fact that first four 
days of the week are quiet and tle 
Only money—if any—comes at the 
week-end. Releases here are 
Thursdays and Fridays, and if a 
Picture holds up a full week it may 
be considered a break. 

Prices are high—perhaps’ too 
high. Most of the first-runs, and 
they're all first today, charge $3 
(native), with nothing cheaper. 
They get away with it for the first 
few days and then sag. The ‘Smil- 
ing Lieutenant’ opened at the Cine 
Suipacha March 11, did a good 
week, and then only fair. Now 
Stands at same house at $2. ‘A 
Free Soul’ had same experience in 
the Palace. Picture held up for a 
Week, then dropped though the $3 
Was never removed. 





Two N. Y. Foreigns 





Vanderbilt theatre, New York, 
tries foreign films again, starting 
April 20. 


Opening film is ‘10 Ciu a 
Pawiaka’ (‘Ten Condemned’ ), Polish 


Picture. Siegmund Sulin took the 
house on a week-to-week arrange- 
ment, with Symon Gould 


assigned 





to handle the exploitation. 
Thalia at 95th street and Broad- 


Way opened for second run foreign | 
films Saturday (9). | 


“7 It’s a 300-seater 
Mone med to be built completely on 
ew ) . . 
7 witnes. One of the features is a 
"00r which 


fn slopes up toward the| 
f Treen rat 


ather than down, 





POLITICS AND SCREEN 





France Liberal With Loans, Polli- 
ticians Pose 
Paris, April 11. 


With an eye to coming elections, 
the government is making things 
easier here for the newsreel folks. 

One of the things government has 
done is to instruct the Bank of 
France to be more liberal with pro- 


duction money for the reel com- 
panies. Idea is to avoid financing 
abroad. Scheme also helping local 


politicians to get their faces in front 
of the picture audiences. 


Jack Connolly of Pathe returned 
to New York Wednesday (6) after 
a month in Europe re-signing Pathe 
contracts in France, Germany and 
E ne. 


COLUMBIA'S FOREIGNS 


TO BE DUBBED ABROAD 





Dubbing for the French and Ger- 
man countries is the program be- 
ing lined up by Columbia for the 
coming year. Company has been 
experimenting and is now ready to 


start work seriously. 
First move is a deal, terms of 
which are being currently dis- 


cussed, with Capitol Film <A. G. of 
Berlin for dubbing about 12 pic- 
tures into German. Jos. Freedman, 
for Columbia, is now in Berlin 
ironing out the details. Capitol, 
after making the dubbed versions, 
will also handle the distribution on 
a percentage basis. 

Columbia is also expanding its 
agreement with TForrester-Parent 
for French dubbed versions to be 
made in Paris. Forrester-Parent 
made a dubbed French version of 
‘Dirigible’ several months ago. 

For the Spanish market program 
is to continue pretty largely with 
super-imposition of titles, though 
a few direct shot versions will be 
made by the company in Holly- 
weod. 





London Dominion, Still 
In Red, Is Up for Rent 


London, April 11. 


Dominion Theatre will go through 
still another policy change within a 
fortnight by abandoning its vaude- 
film policy, going straight pictures. 
It’s getting to be a monthly move 
at this house to switch policies, 

Vaudefilm layout reduced the 
theatre’s loss from $3,000 weekly to 
about $1,500, which still left plenty 
to worry about. 

Theatre was built in 1928 with a 
capital of $1,400,000 publicly sub- 
scribed. Directors are the same 
as those of Moss Empires, which 
company has been managing the 
house and has advanced several 
thousand pounds trying to make it 
pay. M. E. is not prepared, how- 
ever, to dig in any further. 

Unless theatre finds a tenant, 
current plan is to shut it down un- 
til Fall. 


Tobis’ U. S. Shorts 


Tobis Forenfilms, New York sub- 
sid of the German Tobis company, 
is going into production imme- 
diately in New York on a program 
calling for two or three series of 
short subjects. First of the series 
will be travelogs laid in the Car- 
ribeans. 

Expedition of cameramen and di- 
rectors left for the Carribeans Sat- 
urday (9). In the party are Morris 
Helprin, writer, Saul Schary, artist 
ind director, and Fdward Hyland, 
cameraman, 


WELCHMAN’S ONE FOR BIP 


London, April 11. 
British International has taker 
Harry Welchman for one picture. 


He'll handle the lead in 


the Mountains.’ 


‘Maid of 


| 
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Teutons Principally Tired of | 
Formula Comedians— 
Sound Drama and Adven-| 
ture Features Would Be| 


Welcomed — Star System 
Another Important Factor 
—Few Personalities Re- 
tain Their Popularity— 
Shy at Film Financing 


AM. FIRMS TABULATED 


By MAX MAGNUS 
Berlin, April 2 
The German film industry has 
not remained untouched by the gen- 
eral heavy economic crisis. While 
it is true that even the poorest will 
from time to time go to the movies, 
there is no question that the Ger- 
man film market has grown smaller. 


The average receipts of cinemas 
in Berlin and the German provinces 
are reduced by 30 to 40% and a 
$200,000 gross has become rare. 
Average pictures make $100,000 to 
$120,000. 

In general 
comedies, 


the many slapstick 
light plays and military 
cc ontinued on page 29) 


Row Over Native Mex. 


Sound Smoothed Out 


Mexico City, April 11. 

What threatened an international 
wrangle has now been cleared up in 
the royalty dispute on ‘Santa,’ Mex- 
ico’s first home-made talker. 

Agent of the National Motion Pic- 
ture Production Co. was sent to 
Hollywood with discs of the film for 
registration there. Hollywoodites, 
however, demanded $500 advance 
royalty because the picture was 
made by a Mexican sound process. 
All of which resulted in a reported 
threat that Mexico would restrict 
Western Electric in that country. 

Government men and policitians 
immediately got excited, but they've 
been told now that Western Electric 
had nothing to do with the affair 
and are sae again. 


POWERS’ N. Y. MGR. 

Pat Powers has named George M. 
Dillon manager of his New York 
exchange, in first executive addi- 
tion after taking on B. IL. P. product 
for the U. S. 

Powers will keep the PB. I. P. ex- 
change quarters at the Film Center, 
but is moving all the clerical and 
other help to his own offices, 
Seventh avenue. 
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French vintameed 


Paris, April 2. 

The origin of Osso's staff all 
wearing carnations of a 
peculiar red, is Osso arriving 
one morning earlier than usual 
and finding many of his staff 
late. 

Rather than install a time 
clock he made arrangements 
with a florist to have that spe- 
cial brand of carnation brought 
morning to the door- 
keeper who hands one over to 


every 


every member of the staff on 
his arrival before a _ certain 
hour. 











REINS OF TOBIS 
IN NEW HANDS 


Berlin, April 11. 

Things are beginning to break in 
Tobis, with the first drastic change 
coming in the resignation of Dr. 
Ernst Noelle, company’s general 
director. For some months there 
has been talk of much changing 
and refinancing. 

Dr. Noelle will 
board, though shorn of chief au- 
thority. Hans Henkel, formerly 
head of the successful Tobis French 
company in Epinay, near Paris, 
takes over his duties. 

Change is due to pressure brought 
to bear by the Dutch banking 
group under the leadership of the 
Van Tienhoven bankers. 

Program of Tobis’ future activi- 
ties is promised for publication 
here within a few weeks. 

New move will probably mean 
considerable realignment all the 
way along, with the American com- 
pany undoubtedly to be affected. 
Milton Diamond, head of the New 
York Tobis company, is a Noelle 
man, whereas Dr. Henkel is known 
to oppose the Diamond group. 

Henkel’s French Tobis company 
recently took the Rene Clair pic- 
ture ‘A Nous La Liberte’ away 
from the New York Tobis company 
and turned it over to Capt. Harold 
Auten indie distributor for handling 
in New York. 

Noelle was planning a trip to 
New York within the next month 
to look things over. That is now 
probably off. 


remain on the 





From France For Metro. 

Rene Guetta, French writer, ar- 
rived in New York on the Ie de 
France Wednesday (6), and left the 
same day for Hollywood. 

He'll join the Metro. writing 
staff, with contract not stipulated 
whether for syncs or domestics. 








Block Booking Bugaboo Abroad; 
New Legislation Aimed at U. S.? 


abroad 
faced with a new bugaboo in 
the matter of blind and bloek book- 
ing. New law in Germany forbids 


American film companies 


are 


blind booking in the future, and 
France is considering a _ similar 


move. In England blind booking 
has been legally impossible for 
some time. 

While American companies abroad 


do not have such extensive programs 
in Europe as to necessitate block- 
booking to the same extent as in 
the U. S., practice of most of the 
rompanies in Germany and France 


has been to book blind as much as 
possible. 

Forbidding the practice in Ger- 
many is a move against dubbed | 


American 
American 
preparing 


product primarily, with 
representatives in Berlin 
to make a fight for thei 


right to book the 
ly. 


German 


films as previous- 


attitude is that by not 
seeing the films they cannot tell 
whether pictures are synced ver- 
sions, dubbed versions, straight- 
shot or super-imposed with titles 
American trade contention abroad 
is that the method used for prep- 
aration of foreign films shouldn't 
interest European exhibs as long as 
they're satisfactory. Exhibs, how- 
ever, feel that they can comfortably 
use only direct shots in A houses, 
with the government agreeing. 
Although the new German decree 
a general one, taking in all pic- 
ture producers, it is considered a 
directly against the American 
companies, since the home pro- 
ducers are supposed to have noth- 
ing to fear from showing their 
tures before booking them, 
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Plunges on Theatre 
Outlay; Has Strong U. S. Films 


March 25 

not vet out 
of the red things here are looking 
up. More optimism than seen for 
a year, with most managers of pic- 
ture houses confident that business 


Suenos 
While Arge 


Aires, 


ntina is 


is on the mend. There are more 
theatres and better, and _ public 
seems willing to pay better rates 


for its entertainment, providing it 
hits popular taste. Due to probable 
failure of Grand Opera’ season 
owing to exchange difficulties there 
should be more money for pictures, 
nor do announcements of legitimate 
season induce belief that the the- 
atres will prove much competition. 

At Casino, lone vaudeville, Dante, 
American Mystery Man, here for 
second or third time, pulling in big. 

Picture season has opened here 
with ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ at Cine 
Suipacha, ‘A Free Soul’ at the Pal- 
ace, ‘Street Scene’ at Capitol, ‘An- 
nabelle’s Affairs’ same hall prior to 
that and also day and date Paris 
and Petit Splendid, ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ at Astral, ‘East of Borneo’ 

parnnncanes on cient 53) 


ONLY DUBBED PRODUCT 
FOR METRO, SAYS LOEW 


After a six-week survey of Eu- 
rope, Arthur Loew says Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer is more firmly convinced 
than ever that production abroad is 
not necessary to American com- 
panies in order to retain the foreign 
markets. Dubbed pictures, he feels, 
are now acceptable to European au- 
diences and will eventually win over 
politicians abroad who are fighting 
them, 

For the British market Loew com- 
pleted a deal with British Interna- 
tional for six quota pictures. An 
option is attached for more pictures 
if the first half dozen click. 

Metro will be concerned with 
BIP in the making of the sextet, 
Loew says. For the three quota 
films that Eric Hakim is making 
for Metro some American talent and 
technical assistance was informally 
supplied. Hakim has completed two 
of the trio, and will carry through 
for the third despite poor grosses 
turned in by the first of the series. 


Adjust Radio Staff 


Paris, April 11. 

‘Bo’ Dowling, Radio foreign chief, 
is here with J. J. Kennedy revising 
tadio’s distribution staff. From 
here they go to Berlin. 

J. J. Kennedy is the former Pathe 
representative in London, currently 
charged with liquidating the Pro- 
ducers’ Distributing Corp. (Pathe), 
Which was sold to Reginald Smith, 
His touring Europe with Dowling 
may mean that he will add Cap- 
tain Harold Auten’s duties to his 
own. Auten resigned a couple of 
months ago as European agent for 
Radio and has not yet been re- 
placed. 


Art Honors for Nadja 


Paris, April 11. 

Walter Wanger’s sister Beatrice, 
professionally known as Nadja, has 
been awarded the Palm Academique 
here. It’s a government decoration 
about on a par with the Legion of 
Honor. 

Citation says Miss Wanger is be- 
ing honored for her services in the 
interest of art. 


SILVERSTONE IL. TLL 


Murray Silverstone, London chief 
of United Artists, is confined In his 
hotel in New York with the grippe. 

When better he will go to Holly- 
wood for a week to look over UA 
pictures in production and have a 
business talk with Jos Schenck. 


SPRING IN PARIS 


Paris. April 11. 
Sun shining here. 
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and doing theatres in the city no 
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Ruth Chatterton’s new- 
est picture, ““The Rich 
Are Always With Us,is 
ready for release. It is her 
first picture for Warner 
Bros. 

That means a lot fo 
us,,and here are some 


facts that should mean a 
lot to YOU: 


Miss Chatterton be- 


came a Warner Bros. star 
at the height of her ca- 
reer. She has come to,us 
with an understanding 


whose terms assure her 


A Plain Statement of FACT 


Ruth Chatterton 
» Lhe Rich Are Always 


of full scope for the dis- 
play of the talents and 
the personality that have 
made her so great a star, 
especially in her appea! 
to women. 


It is the first time 


she has had such scope. 


She has found,:in 
her alliance with Warner 
Bros., understanding, 
business acuteness and 
whole-hearted co-oper- 
ation. For these reasons 
she has found happiness 


and contentment in her 
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iregarding 


With Us.” 


work at the Warner Bros. 
studios, and the first re- 
{ sult, “The Rich Are Al- 
ways With Us,” we hon- 
estly believe presents her 
in the greatest role that 
she has ever portrayed on 
the screen. 


IT IS GREAT ACT- 
ING FROM A CON- 
TENTED ACTRESS. 





You owe it to your 


patrons to play“ The Rich 
Are Always With Us” at 


* your theatre; and you 
owe it to your theatre to 
obtain for it the distinc- 


i 





3 ———————— 





beauty and 
| i 
charm. f 

Think ey 


ceith Bette Davis, George Brent, John Miljan 
Directed oy Alfred E. Green 


tion and prestige that 
the star and the picture 
will bring. 

Drama, romance, hu- 
mor, pathos—“The Rich 
Are Always With Us” 
has them all. Above all, 
it has Ruth Chatterton in 
a role that is at last 








her ability, 


SRG 






it over—but 
don’t think 
too long! 
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Talking Shorts 








‘EXTRA, EXTRA’ 


With Frank McHugh 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 
RKO-Pathe 

In booking value for A houses be- 
tween average and good. Short | 
might have been given Broadway 
showing instead of first-runniny it] 


over here at RKO’s secondary A 
operation, often used for slough 
pictures. 

Frank McHugh does a stew re- 


porter who stumbles on the story 
he was fired for failing to get. In 
a way reminds to some extent of 
‘Front Page,’ particularly the end- 
the editor 


ing, when tough city 
(Ralph Ince) lets cops take his 
scooping reporter away. Also the 


hypnotism gag is used both here 
and in ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio), fea- 
ture, in the same fashion to some 
extent. 

Streng punch comes from the 
scenes wherein the drunken re- 
porter wants to play hypnotizer, and 
succeeds in putting to sleep the 
band of muggs who are trying to 
send him to slumber. Story has 
McHugh finally daft about hypno- 
tism, and along with his stewed 
condition has him even trying to 
practice on the city ed. Profesh 
fakir on hypnotism, done by Jerry 
Mandy, draws plenty of laughs. 


No love interest whatever. Mae 
Busch does Madame Olga, whom 


the police are after. 

Story is by Lex Neal and well 
done, while direction, also able, is 
by Harry Sweet. Char. 


‘NIAGARA FALLS’ 

Gay Girls Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Mayfair, N. Y. 
Radio 


Nicely paced short with an abund- 
ance of low comedy knockabout and 
custard-pie stuff, varied with inter- 
polated song numbers in June Mac- 
Cloy’s female baritone voice. 

The three girls, who run through 
most of this series, give it a capital 
girly flavor, the low comedienne of 
the trio here taking an endless suc- 
cession of rough falls for laughs. 
Production nicely dressed and un- 
usually well plotted for a short. 

Girls are out of work and broke. 
Apply for job in a musical instru- 
ment store, which leads to the song 
numbers. Jealous wife of store pro- 
prietor plants the rough-house and 
girls’ discharge. Meantime, how- 
ever, radio program man has heard 
the singing and the girls are taken 
on for a radio brsadcast, introduc- 
ing more songs, and all leading to 
romance between Miss MacCloy and 
the radio man. 

The title is bad judgment, sug- 
gesting a scenic and carrying no in- 
ference of a gay comedy two-reeler. 

Rush. 


‘A FRESHMAN’S FINISH’ 


| Comedy 

19 Mins. 

| Audubon, N. Y. : 
Educational 
| 


One of the collegiate comedies in 


|the Vanity Series. It’s stock ma- 
terial, varying little in pattern from 
|scores of its type that have been 


made since and before sound, even 
including some pretty elementary 
slapstick. Of subsequent run value. 
Comedy efforts built around a 
motor boat race between freshmen 
and sophomores to decide which of 


the warring classes on the male 
end will be permitted to attend a 
dance sophs have threatened to 


oust all frosh from. Most of the 
action concerns attempt of the 
sophomores to fix the race by get- 


ting a dangerous freshman op- 
ponent thrown into jail. On whole 
pretty tame, and with old Key- 


stone-type cop and dean in and out 
of the camera eye. 
Carlyle Moore, Helen Mann, Sally 


Sweet and Ronnie Rondell are in 
the more important parts. None 
stand out. Char. 


STRANGE AS IT SEEMS 
Curiosities 

10 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 
Universal 


If for no other reason than it will 
make the average girl who wears an 
orchid now and then appreciate 
this flower, this latest curiosity wins 
its theatre spurs. 

Some of those orchids, so this clip 
reveals, take as long as seven years 
to materialize and require a nicer 
technique than diamond cutting. 
There are a lot of strong boys and 
men in the country, according to 
‘Strange,’ but the latest has most of 
the cthers licked. He takes a can- 
non ball right into his bread basket. 
What every drop of water con- 
tains is proving a horrifier to audi- 
ences. Magnified many times, the 
little drop gets on the screen like an 
ocean with all kinds of curious plant 
and germ life, although the germs, 
as actors, are more like alligators. 
Utah deer farm and function of 
the ladybug complete this release. 
Waly. 





MEDBURY TRAVELAUGH 
8 Mins. ‘ 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Familiar type of tropical short, 
but taking its punch from the lec- 
ture dubbed in and framed for gag 
laughs. 
Locale is the deep jungle, with 
shots at tribal ceremonies, gro- 
tesque dances and outlandish cos- 


tumes, especially of the native 
women, rich subject for comedy 
cracks, 


Got continuous laughs here and 
stood out as the comedy highlight of 
the program. Rush. 





The Misleading Lady 


Paramount production and release. Co- 
featuring Claudette Colbert, Edmund Lowe 
and Stuart Erwin. Directed by Stuart 
Walker (Robert Lee associate) from old 
Broadway stage play by Charles W. God- 
dard and Paul Dickey; adapted by Adelaide 
Heilbron and Caroline Franeke. Camera, 
George Folsey. Runs 75 mins. at the New 


York and Brooklyn Paramount (reviewed 
at N. Y.) week of April & 

Helen Steele... .ccccccsceee Claudette Colbert 
Jack Craigen................-Edmund Lowe 
*“Bomey’” ceccscec oveesdadcédee UO Erwm 
Sydney Parker......-e.e+-..Robert Strange 
 : eerreree eccceccosccece George Meeker 
Alice Cannell. .ccoccccccccccses Selena Royle 
Bob Cannell..... esccccccce Curtiss Cooksey 


Fitzpatrick ......eseeee.-.-William Gargan 
Jane Weatherly.........+-....-Nina Walker 
BEAVO ccccccccccocvesecccescs MOREE Nelson 
BARS. ccccscccccdccecessococes DOGG BOWart 
GOERS 6c 02b40040sesseeecntscsmeee. eee 
McMahon ceccccccccccccessssesece Will Geer 
WA oc cccccccccesccesses+ WOREIG Mackrice 


Light and familiar stuff, ‘The 
Misleading Lady,’ taken from an old 
Broadway stage play, must needs 
depend on Stuart Erwin’s hoke as 
‘Boney,’ the harmless escaped luna- 
tic with a Napoleonic complex, for 
dubious sustenance. Which just 
about gives an idea of the rest of it. 
Below Par’s par, of ‘B’ grade, its 
booking at the New York Para- 
mount is explained by the strong 
stage show aligned with it. 

It concerns itself with Claudette 
Colbert as an ennui’d social butter- 
fiy who craves to get away from it 
ail and engage in a stage career. 
She ,.meets up with Edmund Lowe, 
one of those cavemen just back from 
five years of exploring or mining 
engineering, or something as virile 
as that, in Patagonia. 

The complications resulting from 
Miss Colbert’s endeavors to impress 
Robert Strange, the aloof theatrical 
impresario, and her’ subsequent 
meeting with the caveman from the 
South American pampas lead into a 
kidnaping by the iatter and the en- 
counter with Boney (Erwin), the 
escaped nut. 

Despite the sundry attempts at 
ultra-modernity, such as the auto- 
giro which is the conveyance for 
the kidnaping; the home-recording 
phonograph outfit which motivates 
the element of pique, etc., it’s still a 
stilted, rather outmoded theme. So- 


who aspire to ‘something real and 
worth-while’ have been done to 
death. 
The sap hokum by Erwin as Na- 
paleon does lots to relieve it, fairly 
eclipsing the Colbert-Lowe leading 
pair; but it’s all not enough to sus- 
tain things. 
; Stuart Walker’s screen direction 
is a bit too legity for picture pur- 
poses. The general legit background 
of play and players obviously had 
quite a bit to do with it. It doesn’t 
result in strong film fodder. 

Abel. 





Tough to Be Famous 


First National production and release. 
Features Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., wit) 
Mary Brian and Walter Catlett underlined. 
Directed by Alfred E. Green; story, Mary 
McCall: adaptation, Robert Lord; camera- 


men, Sol Polito, Byron Haskin. At the 
Strand, N. Y., week April & Running 
time, 81 mins, 

as +++-Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
SOMME sccice SCLOOCOCE CeCCEOCECS Mary Brian 
DOPUCOR. cc acecsecesessccesccn ene Annel 
Moms ecvces eecccccesscess+ss-emina Dunn 
Chapin ..... scecececccece-..Walter Catlett 
Lieut. Blake.......eee....3. Carroll] Naish 


——___.. 


Lightweight feature possessing 

sufficient entertainment value to 
give theatres moderate week. Name 
of yeung Fairbanks won't hurt and 
film is not without action and some 
laughs. 
_ Based on a novel not yet pub- 
lished, the story deals with the 
tribulations of a young naval of- 
ficer suddenly become a national 
hero. Resultant publicity furore 
drives him, willingly, into marriage 
with his childhood sweetheart but 
also almost breaks up his home. 

Sidelights and insight on the 
stress for anyone whom the nation 
places on a pedestal is the basis of 
the amusement qualities, The di- 
rector, A. E. Green, has seen fit to 
slip through a couple of sardonic 
touches with none so ribald, or fun- 
ny, as one of those patriotic ditties 
of the minute turned out by Tin 
Pan Alley composers, here called 
‘Scotty Boy’ and delivered in the 
proverbial red fire manner by Clar- 
ence Nordstrom, whom Broadway 
remembers as a musical comedy ju- 





@ial buds who are tired of it all and 


venile. The song is just as had as 





Miniature Reviews 





‘The Misleading Lady’ (Par). 
Lightweight stuff of conven- 
tional pattern, relying on 
Stuart Erwin'’s Napoleonic de- 
lusion as an escaped harmless 
‘nut’ to sustain the tempo. For 
the rest, Claudette Colbert and 
Edmund Lowe in a social] but- 
terfly-caveman vis-a-vis, are 
handicapped by the general 
story and production pattern. 

‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN). 
Moderate business picture 
with Doug Fairbanks, dT. 
Satire on modern national 
heroes, in this instance a 
submarine commander, with 
expose phase interesting and 
a few laughs. 

‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox). 
Title not so hot, but good en- 
tertainment has been concocted 
to make this story of a crooked 
flatfoot, a wise gal, and an 
honest precinct captain okay 
program matter. Has mother 
love sentiment with some kid 
atmosphere. 

‘Fame Street’ (Monogram). 
Tear-jerker that fails to warm 
up. Some marquee names will 
help in nabes. 

‘Scandal For Sale’ (WU). 
Poorly planned adaptation of a 
novel of hectic journalism 
which does not stand up in 
comparison with earlier news- 
paper yarns of similar tenor. 

‘The Reckoning’ (Peerless). 
Thin crook story along stand- 


ard lines, with some players 
of standing handicapped by 
poor dialog. Not outstanding 


in its class. 

‘Freighters of Destiny’ (RKO- 
Pathe). Horse opera with a 
real story and ample action 
nicely photographed against 
natural settings. Rather above 
the ordinary nag drama. 

‘Czikos Baroness (Capital). 
Good Teuton programmer. Will 
get double draw because ap- 
pealing also to Hungarians, 
who see practically no native 
product on this side. 





‘Probation’ (Chesterfield). 
Light society drama suited for 
second position in houses dou- 
ble featuring. 

‘High Speed’ (Col). Buck 
Jones in a racing car is 100% 
better than Jones in the saddle 
—at least in this one. It is 
certain money for the program 
theatres whether or not they 
have screened similar themes. 

‘1! Est Charmant’ (Par). 
French operetta. Too Frenchy 
for consumption by anyone but 
dyed-in-the-wool Frenchmen. 
But they ought to go for it 
strong. 


‘ 














intended with the burlesque so 
broad they should get the intent 
all over. 

Fairbanks does some nice work 
as the more or less bewildered sub- 
marine officer. Accidentally sunk 
in 80 feet of water, he sends his 
crew to the top through the tor- 
pedo tubes, remaining below to cer- 
tain suffocation except that divers 
get to him in time. This sequence 
opens the picture and while very 
similar to Fox’s ‘Men Without 
Women’ in composition it’s inter- 
esting and it holds. 

Leads to the big New York re- 
ception for the ticker tape parade 
and allows for Walter Catlett’s en- 
trance as the publicity rep of a 
company which wants the hero’s 
name on its board. That Scotty 
(Fairbanks) gums himself up with 
the press, when he can. stand the 
strain no longer, and has to square 
himself by a trans-continental air 
jaunt provides the split with his 
young bride. Picture slows up 
when narrowing to the love ‘nter- 


est duo and this padding is mainly 
responsible for the prolonged run- 
ning time. An eliminated 10 min- 
utes wouldn't do any harm, 
Dialog is not unusual but Green 
has made his screen work stand 
up on the expose angle of how the 
news weeklies make the principals 
repeat their addresses, who writes 
the speeches, how the reporters 
camp on the trail, and what the 
center of all the excitement thinks 
of it anyway, and the public in 
general, Noteworthy, too, that the 
Warner studio is still plugging the 
Hearst press as strong as it can 
on the newspaper inserts. 
Catlett suffers from a 
material but impresses neverthe- 
less while Mary Brian makes a 
wholesome if unexciting girl friend 
for America’s man of the moment. 


lack of 


Fairbanks’ performance is _ believ- 
able despite some awkward ‘sides 
which, for instance, at one point 


have him extolling himself as a 
former All-American end. He's not 
helping his appearance any by the 
very high collars he’s affecting. 
Picture for the most part man- 
ages to keep moving with various 
episodes, rather than its construc- 
tion as a whole, sending it across 
for entertainment. Sid. 


Disorderly Conduct 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
John W. Considine, Jr Features Sally 
Eilers, Spencer Tracy, Fl Brendel. Story 


by William Anthony McGuire, Photograph) 


by Ray June. At the Roxy, N. Y., week 
April 8. Running. time, 82 minutes, 

Phyllis Crawford..... errr me 
Dick PAY .cccccccoces seccccocmencer Tracy 
CON, 6 0:04.0446 006060 sedesrereescs Brendel 
DIAG cio 04 0'556006060060008402 CR. wee 
Tom Manning......-. eceeees- Ralph Bellamy 
James Crawford...ceseceeees Ralph Morgan 
Pletcher...ccccccce ecccccecced Alan Dinehar:t 





The Roxy might have gotten the 
N .Y. Police band to show with this 
one. It’s about cops. Bill McGuire, 
who used to write musicals for Zieg- 
feld has penned this panygeric to 
the bluecoats, It’s an ode to the flat- 
foots with a sly salute to Ben 
Franklin and how honesty after all 


pays. Done without much flair, it 
makes good program matter and 


good entertainment. 

To New Yorkers this yarn of a 
cop who turns crook after he is de- 
moted without cause and winds up 
contrite after killing three under- 
worlders who shot his nephew, may 
not appear so hot. That’s maybe 
there’s been so much cop chatter 
around Gotham and in the news- 
papers due to investigations that the 
stuff may have become somewhat 
ordinary. 

Outside the Big Town, it looks 
okay with the various elements such 
as gun shooting, gangs, kid senti- 
ment and the clinching romance an- 
gle at the end hitting within the 
target’s center at the b.o. 

On opening, the film.moves slow- 
lv, but it rides swifter toward the 
close. 

The film may prove a pualer to 
the professional critics who won't 
like the prosaic yarn and its delib- 
erate and homely dialog among cop- 
pers and highbrow crooks. It may 
not attract the flaps, but it will the 
mothers and the latter bring kids. 
That means matinee biz. That’s the 
profit side of theatre operation. 

The rough heroics of Spencer 
Tracy, as the copper who turned 
bad and later became rehabilitated 
after several murders and the back- 
sliding chatter he pulls with Sally 
Eilers will attract males. El Bren- 
del plays a Swede cop in slapstick 
which looks offside considering the 
utter seriousness of Tracy’s role. 
Obviously Brendel was injected by 
the studio as an afterthought, but 
Brendel isn’t altogether out of place. 
Dickie Moore as the usual copper’s 
nephew will lead to mother cus- 
tomer attraction. 

The situations from the opening 
shot, showing the outside of a park 
precinct station, to the ecafe raid 
scenes, recall legit stage settings 
and the way the action moves leads 
to infer the superior method of pro- 
ducing talkers in that way. Probably 
explained by McGuire's legit train- 
ing. 

Sally Eilers fitted everywhere but 
in the closeups. Too close those. 

Photography okay, but recording 
didn’t sound like all it might have 





been intended. Shan, 








| The Woman’s Angle | 





‘The Misleading Lady’ (Par). 


The frightful boredom 


of wealth and 


social position backgrounded with smart modern trimmings that fanettes 


appreciate, 


Instruction on how to 
and subdued once victory is won helps an attractive cast 


ensnare a Romeo and act penitent 


project light 


and diverting comedy for the ladies, 


‘Scandal for Sale’ (U). Confused 


clear 
of lurid headlines. 


‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox). 


cumbs to graft, but is ultimately 


viewpoint on yellow journalism. 
sponse, plot sacrifices the sympathy 





events unable to find their way to a 
Too muddled for feminine re- 
fanettes extend the innocent victims 


An honest copper unfairly demoted sue- 
regenerated by 
child, which makes good entertainment for the matrons. 


the little 


flaps 


death of a 
For the 


there’s one of those conflict love stories enacted by likeable preponents, 
but no pash names to draw them in big box office bunches. 


‘It’s Tough to Be Famous’ (F. N.) An unimaginative travesty on the 


celebrity racket which will be best appreciated by big town girls. 
in the self-conscious 
Fairbanks, Jr..s femme draw. 


he’s ill at ease 
Dougias 


Though 


‘sexy’ scenes, picture will increase 
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FAME STREET 


Monogram production and release. F, 
tures Henry B, Walthall, Leon Janney and 
Aileen Pringle. Direction Louis King. Sere. 
nario, Stuart Anthony, Photograph: 
Archie Stout. Production supervision, J. & 
Chadwick. At the Beacon, N. Y., on gring, 
week April 1, tunning time, 60 mins. | : 
Nat Barry. ...cocscccce Henry B. Walthall 


Junior Barry..... eeeeeeeeees. LEON Janney 
Diana McCormick............Aileen Pringle 
oy Ba errr seeeeeess- King Baggy tt 


‘Uncle’ Al Furman.........Lionel Belmore 
MN besbevedceces eocccccescess-Al &t, 


‘ 4 John 
Judge Webster........ cece 


--Edmund Breese 





Here’s another link in the sins-of. 


drinking cycle, and a pretty weak 


Picture has one or two good 
spots and a fairly nice list of names 
that may get it a fair break in the 
nabes and double-feature 
but cannot hope for more. 

Story construction is partly to 
blame for the film failing to come 
through, with the greatest trouble 
lying in the fact that picture never 
really warms up. No excuse is made 
for the drunkard about whom the 
story revolves and for whom there 
is an attempt at building Sympathy, 
That's going to hurt beaucoup, 
There'll be those who can’t sympa- 
thize with a man that just can’t 
leave the stuff alone. Also no love 
interest, with that replaced by the 
father-son angle. 

Henry B. Walthall is cast as 
fallen movie idol. He's 
court on a drunkenness charge at 
the low ebb in his career, with all 
the studios against him because he 
fell down at the crucial moment 
too often in the past. His son, 
nicely played by Leon Janney, con- 
vinces the judge that he ought to 
be given another chance, Pop goes 
off the wagon again just as the kid 
gets his chance to try picture work 
himself. Old man is brought out 
of jail to play opposite the kid for 
moral support in his first film and 
fights through it gamely, dying as 
the last sequence is being shot. 

Perhaps not too melodramatic, 
but it’s never made believable, with 
the femme angle badly lacking, 
Miss Pringle’s few shots are sand- 
wiched in where they mean least 
and Walthall’s work lacks warmth 
as does the entire production. The 
Janney lad is the most believable 
character in the lot and he's al- 
lowed to overact. 

Photographically, picture is some 
better than usual, some nice Dun- 
ning and light effects helping. 
Kauf. 
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SCANDAL FOR SALE 


release, feae 
Hobart and 


production and 

Bickford, Rose 
Pat O’Brien; directed. by Russell Mack. 
From the novel, ‘Het News,’ by Emile 
Gauvreau.,. Adaptation and dialog by 
Ralph Graves: continuity by Robert Keith; 


Universal 
turing Charles 





eameraman, Karl Freund, At the Maye 
fair, New York, April 7. Running time, 
74 mins. 
JOTTY SUPONM.c co ccccvcccees Charles Bickford 
Claire Stron@...cccccece eccccces Rose Hobart 
Waddell. ..ccccess eececeee eeeee- Pat O’Brien 
Dorothy Pepper. ...sceccceccees Claudia Dell 
ZPOOGGOT « ccccces ....d. Farrell Mac Donald 
Punnyweathe1..,......+..-berton Churchill 
| er SiccasecscssssGeen, Barren 
SIMPBRING 65 occcccccecesesess Tully Marshall 
CArrjNEtON..ccccccccseceecs Mitchell Harris 
AMTIOP 40-00 0-086 eedeas Hans von Twardowski 
Mildred Strong......... Mary Jane Graham 
Bobby Strong......ceccsceees 3uster Phelps 
Another novel gone wrong in 


translation to the screen. Story, by 
another tabloid editor, Emile Gaue 
vreau, who turned bitter on his voe 
eation, turns out in film form as @ 
muddled narrative of tangled mo- 
tives, pale characterizations and 
vagrant central motif. Sums up as 
less than even fair program output 
with a field of usefulness in the 
minor spots. i 
Follows the sharply incisive ‘Five 
Star Final’ with which it must bear 
comparison with disastrous ree 
sults. Purporting to reveal the ine 
side workings of a sensational yel- 
low rag (which in novel form it 
really did) the picture never con- 
veys a sense of reality. Its people 
and its incidents have a phoney 
atmosphere that robs its original 
savage actuality of sting. 
Treatment throughout is clumsy. 
One moment it takes the cynical 
attitude of a hard boiled newspaper 
editor and the next goes to the ope 
posite sympathetic extreme. Opene 
ing sequence is a remarkable ine 
troduction. Scene is a hotel core 
ridor while a double murder is £0- 
ing on in an adjoining bedroom. 
The whole surface spirit of the ep!- 
sode is that of comedy. There 1S 
a flash of the police station, a news~ 
paper office and presently a_ half 
drunken reporter arrives before the 


police, casually kidnaps the mur- 
deress and brings her to his city 
room. Still it’s all seemingly comic 
in intent. Picture never quite gets 
over the confusion of that early 
planting of atmosphere. 

And in the film handling the 
whole picture leaves one cold be- 
cause sensational things are hap- 
pening in the world and the spec- 


tator resents the picture's attitude 
that they are trivial compared te 
the drama that is taking place in 
the editor’s office. It probably 158 
the fault of the adaptation that the 


screen story doesn’t make that 
‘angle good. The book gained its 
point in this respect. 

Story has all the defects of 4 


transcribed novel. It tries to pack 
too much into the footage, never 
progresses naturally, but instead 
goes into hectic jumpings 

to cover the ground without linking 
up the evolution of the storys jnto 
a convincing progress. Story 
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and starts, lags and jerks. There 
was no good reason, for instance, 
for the use of the long introductory 
sequence of the hero’s small town 
antecedents which were not vital 
to the action. 

Values get out of focus. Much 
footage is devoted to the death of 
the editor’s child while he is ab- 
sorbed in plotting faked headlines, 
but it is not definitely demonstrated 
that this heartlessness was what 
alienated his wife. 

An altogether false note is in- 
troduced in the fact that one of the 
editor’s reporters was a former 
flame of his wife. Editor sends the 
reporter on a trans-Atlantic air- 
plane flight that ends in his de- 
struction and it is this circum- 
stance, apparently, that makes the 
wife turn from him. The reporter- 
wife relation is developed painstak- 
ingly, but doesn’t lead anywhere. 

Finish is particularly clumsy. The 
wife is all packed up to go away, 
when hero proposes they go back 
to their small town beginnings and 
start all over again. Whereupon 
she walks into another room with- 
out a word and he has the baggage 
tags changed from Boston to Day- 
ton which calls for the final curtain 
on what may in a perfunctory way 
be assumed to be a happy ending. 

Acting is indifferent all around 
with the exception of a neat light 
comedy performance by Pat O’Brien 
as the gently alcoholic reporter, but 
even that character was smeared 
with a maudlin sentimental scene 
in which he is moved to prayer as 
the trans-Atlantic plane plunges to 
destruction in mid-ocean. The 
genial giant Bickford scarcely sug- 
gests the scheming hot news hound, 
and the role of the faintly indignant 
wife, pale at best, wholly swamped 
Rose Hobart. 

Even such wise troupers as Tully 
Marshall and J. Farrell MacDonald 
come and go briefly without arous- 
ing vital interest, which must be 
a new experience for those two. 

Production throughout is good, 
although cut-in shots of sensational 
news events—burning of an aero- 
plane and explosion of a ship—in- 
stead of heightening the realism, 
only emphasize the artificiality of 
the rest of the picture. Rush. 


Freighters of Destiny 


RKO-Pathe production and release. Star- 
ring Tom Keene and featuring Barbara 
Kent; Frank Rice, Billy Franey, Mitchell 
Harris, Wm. Welsh, Fredk. Burton, Slim 
Whittaker, Tom Bay and Fred Burns in 
cast. Fred Allen, director. Ted McCord, 
camera. Dick Tyler, sound. Harry Knight, 
bus. mgr. Dave Lewis, asst. dir. Carroll 
Clark, art. director. Arthur Lange, mus. 
dir. At Loew’s New York theatre one 
day, April 5, as one-half of a double bill. 
Running time, 60 minutes, 


Tom Tyler in another western 
that ranks at the upper end of the 
horse line for story development and 
photography. Not much variety to 
these outdoor plots with the inno- 
cent hero mostly riding hard to get 
away from the sheriff, but this is 
given a nice buildup. 


Tyler is the son of a freighter 
whose franchise the town banker 
craves. With the aid of his rough- 
necks he shoots up the wagon trains 
and steals the wagons until, as the 
story opens, the freighter is down 
to bed rock, Then he gets wiped 
out himself and the boy takes over 
the job and makes good. Told in 
briskly mounting action with several 
sequences of excellent riding stuff, a 
couple of fist fights and Tyler on 
@ bucking bronk which is appar- 
ently put in for added weight. Once 
it looks as though th) film were 
cut to eliminate a tumble, but most 
will not notice this and he does 
nice riding. As in most of this prod- 
uct the photography is exceptionally 
g00d for this class of story, and the 
backgrounds are above average. 

Tyler is good as the lead with 
competent support from Barbara 
Kent. Some better than usual com- 
edy is supplied by Billy Franey and 
eve. Tyler's horse produces one 
laugh. Should be able to single on 
the C bills and should get over in 
many B houses without support. 


THE RECKONING 


4 An Olympic production and Peerless re- 
+#ase. Featuring Sally Blane, James Mur- 
Tay and Edmund Breese, with Bryant 
Washburn, Tom Jackson, Pat O'Malley, 
Mildred Golden and Douglass Scott. Story 
by Harry Frazer. Directed by Dwight 
Cummings. At Loew’s New York theatre 
One day, April 5, as one-half of a double 
bill. Running time, 50 minutes, 





Slow crook story in which the 
juve and ingenue yearn to go 
straight while held in leash by Doc, 
the master mind, with a pattern de- 
tective as the opposition. Nothing 
new in the way of development of 
the plot, but a reasonably good fin- 
ish as the detective, convinced that 
the youngsters have been coerced 
into crime, springs them loose when 
the boy shoots his taskmaster seek- 
ing to prevent a robbery. The pair 
handle their assignments well, but 
Doe is made highly suggestive of 
the old stage melodramas and is 
never convincing. In the once com- 
petent hands of Bryant Washburn, 
Who either has gone back or been 
sadl- misdirected. Edmund Breese 
also shows no originality as the de- 
tective. The other roles are brief. 

Can fill out on a double bill, but 
more or less of a risk even in the 
( houses if soloed. 


FEELM REVUE 





PROBATION 


Chesterfield (independent) product'on and 
release. Directed by Richard Thorpe. 
Story by E. Lowe. in cast: Sally Blane 
John Darrow, J. Farrell McDonald, Clara 
Kimball Young. At Loew's 83d St., N. Y., 
April 6, on double feature pro- 
Running time, about 60 mins. 


one day, 
gram, 





Good program picture for the 
lighter second runs and others and 
ideally spotted in second place for 
double feature policies. 


Story contains little that is new, 
but capable direction and cast make 


the production fairly smooth and 
acceptable entertainment, 

Sally Blane this times does a 
bored society girl, and J. Farrell 


MacDonald as her judge-uncle is in 
position to sentence a good-looking 
youn; man to act as her chauffeur. 


Too much drawing up and stop- 
ping the car before many doors 
proves a bit wearying to the average 
fan. Smart cracking dialog in be- 
tween and an occasional fist fight, 
however, serve to minimize this 
fault. Waly. 


HIGH SPEED 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by Ross Lederman from story by 
Harold Shumate; dialog and adaptation by 
Adele Puffington. Buck Jones starred and 
Loretta Sayers featured. In cast: Wallace 
MacDonald, Mickey McGuire, Ed La Saint, 





William Walling, Ward Bond, Dick Dickin- 
son, Martin Faust Joe Bordeaux, Pat 
Malley, Ed Chandler. At Loew's 83rd 


Street, New Yorks, 
gram one day, 
Mins, 


on double feature pro- 
April 6. Running time 60 





This is the second in the motor- 
drome cycle. It is almost as good 
as the first, Warners’ ‘Roars,’ and 
it is unquestionably the most ac- 
tionful picture in which Buck Jones 
has ever appeared. Houses not book- 


ing the Warner special can play 
this up for equally big returns. 
Houses booking ‘Roars’ should 
have a time lapse between dates. 


One way or the other, there is money 
in pictures of the type of ‘High 
Speed.’ It is a natural for the pro- 
gram theatres. 

There is more in-between action 
in ‘Speed’ than ‘Roars.’ The former 
hasn't anywhere the number of race 
track spills and thrills as the latter, 
but there are more than enough to 
satisfy fans who haven't yet seen 
‘Roars.’ 

Instead of sticking to the track 
all of the time, ‘Speed’ gives a bad 
mob a chance to do some work and 
Buck the opportunity to shine ina 
policeman’s uniform before stepping 
into overalls, showing up the mob, 
getting the boss’ daughter, and sav- 
ing the boss. 

The practice resorted to in ‘Roars’ 
whereby the foul-play driver sets 
off his rival’s car by contacting the 
gas tank is accomplished in ‘Speed’ 
by the driver locking the wheels. 

Mickey McGuire makes an appeal- 
ing kid in the role of a dead driv- 
er’s boy befriended by Jones. Lo- 
retta Sayers hasn't a lot to do as 
the auto boss’ daughter except to 
inflate the plot. 

In addition to the speedway, 
‘Speed’ also shows a police car sev- 
eral times in chase, which is almost 
as interesting as the contest among 
the racers. Waly. 


FIGHTING MARSHAL 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by Ross Lederman. Frank Howard 
Clark, story and dialog. Tim McCoy 
starred. Im cast: Dorothy Gulliver, Mary 
Carr, Matthew Betz, Pat O'Malley, Ed- 
ward Le Saint, lafe McKee, W. A. How- 
ell, Dick Dickinson, Bob Perry, Harry 
Todd. At the Stanley, New York, one day, 
April 8, on double feature program. Run- 
ning time, 00 mins. 





A fairly new wrinkle for a west- 
ern—this having the hero start as 
an escaped convict and wind up in 
the clothes of a new but dead mar- 
shal. Tim McCoy has the role. 
Even though there is a consequent 
theme song in an artificial back- 
ground and a lot of fisticuffs that 
provoke some laughs, ‘The Fight- 
ing Marshar !s tried and true ma- 
terial that always satisfies in the 
lesser grinds. 

There is a plot within a plot and 
villains abundant. Naturally Mc- 
Coy was railroaded, and, just as 
naturally, the two men who did the 
deed are living happily in the town 
in which Tim decides to do the 
marshal masquerade. 

Plenty of hard riding, killings, 
trick shooting and the stage coach. 
Then the convict who helped Tim 
escape just as the pardon was com- 
ing through dies after telling all. 

Technically this production has 
one conspicuous difference. The di- 
rector doesn’t show all, especially 
some of the killings. He lets the 
audience use its imagination, and 
in so doing manages to avoid some 
of the repetition which is so com- 
mon in this brand of picture 

Waly. 


Revolt in the Desert 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


(Silent) 

Amkino release, featuring Zindada Za- 
noni. Directed by Tikhonoy, At thea Acme 
theatre, New York, for or week, starting 
April 9, Running time, 67 mins. 

Silent picture played with the 
non-synce machine with the Soviet 


national anthem permanently on 
one turntable and assorted records 





on the other. Picture evidently was 
exhumed from the archives for this 
house in the center of soapbox ora- 
tory on Union square. Photographi- 
cally it is not uninteresting, though 
overboard on desert sands, but the 
story itself is standard formula. 
This time it's a nomadic tribe in 
Turkestan which is gelected for 
conversion. Aina, the daughter of 
Mamad, chief of the tribe, decides 
to go to school, In spite of parental 
objection, she gets away with the 
idea and returns to preach the gos- 
pel of the Soviet to her tribe, pres- 
ently overthrowing her father and 


collective farming. 
the urge to 


Subtitles stress 


labor for one’s own 


colony. 

Picture opens with atmospheri 
shots of the desert, and then shows 
a tribesman, in his death throes, 
being buried alive by the Mullah or 
Tartar medicine man. Impressivels 
done, but requires a strong stomach. 
About 15 of the 67 minutes are plot, 
the rest is desert scenes and 
mountage. The latter is sadly over- 
worked, with some of the flashes so 
brief they suggest a faulty film 
rather than ae cutback. Some 
scenes on a desert irrigation proj- 
ect for contrast. 

Heroine is a shapely and not unper- 
sonable young woman whose thick 
ankles and enormous feet spoil the 
ensemble. In one scene she streaks 
across the desert like Tom Mix’'s 
horse and pulls up at the Soviet 
farm not even winded. By and 
large she turns in a convincing 
performance. The rest chiefly stand 
around in type poses, with the Mul- 
lah suggesting a comic opera char- 
acter. 

Strictly for theatres catering to 
the communistic trade, and only the 
lesser of these. 


IL EST CHARMANT 


(He Is Charming’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Paramount Joinville production and re- 
lease. Features Henry Garat and Meg 
Lemonnier. Direction, Louis Mercanton; 
scenario, Albert Willemetz; music, R. Mo- 
retti. At the Sth Ave., N. Y., on grind run 
beginning April 8 Running time, 90 mins. 


Jacqueline ...... cccccsceees Meg Lemonnier 
Jacques ..... PTTTTTTTI TT Tt Henry Garat 
M. Poitou... ice eococereseeneeees Baron Fils 
The President......... $0038 a0s0ane"™ Cassive 
Mme. de la Tremblade.....Marthe Derminy 
i  Preeerreri rc C0eseceoses oussia 


The Typist...ceceve o0000ccees seen O'Nil 
The Girls’ Captain......+..--Rachel Carlez 
The Page..... cocccecseese 0eam Mercanton 
SALDATIN cerevessveesersreerraseeees Dranem 





Considerable pre-opening exciite- 
ment on this film in New York due 
to inflated foreign raves. All of 
which enthusiasm was pretty rap- 
idly dispelled as the reels unwound. 
The French, in France, probably 
will like it very much, In New York 
it’s too French to get anywhere. In 
New York the picture’s only im- 
portance in fact lies in the probabil- 
ity it holds two principals who will 
undoubtedly land in Hollywood 
within a year. 

There’s no quarrel with the cast, 
the material or the production. It's 
simply too French. All the jokes 
are based on French jeu de mots, or 
tricks with the language, unintel- 
ligible to ordinary American French 
students. There’s practically no 
story, which doesn’t matter so much 
for this sort of thing, but which will 
distress those who are fighting with 
the language for intelligibility. 

It’s in every sense of the word an 
operetta. Practically half of the pic- 
ture is singing and all of it is under- 
lined with musie Interesting pro- 
cedure is the use of trick photog- 
raphy for effect in the place of 
costly production, It’s surprisingly 
effective, and the customer's don’t 
know whether it’s cheaper or not. 

At that, the picture cost some- 
thing like $100,000. Which is a lot 
of francs. ..nd the return revenue 
on the picture will be all in francs. 

To . begin, the two principals, 
Henry Garat and Meg Lemonnier, 
do some talking in English to ex- 
plain the plot, such as it is. Both 
speak understandable English, with 
Lemonnier’s the better of the two. 
She was once a chorine in London. 
It's a sort of prolog which is sup- 
pesed to make it okay for Anglo- 
Saxon comprehension. Does no such 
thing, however. 

Has to do with the young legal 
student who'd rather play around 
than study. His rich uncle dies and 
leaves him a legal establishment; 
so, despite he’s flunked the exams, 
he becomes an attorney. (You can 
do that in France.) He brings the 
pretty female law student along and 
makes her his clerk. That's about 
all. Much talk, considerable smut 
(from an Anglo-Saxon standpoint) 
and considerable double-entendre to 
fill out. 

Several good songs, some nice 
dancing by the Mangan Tiller girls 
and some good work by Bach and 
Dranem in comedy roles. 

If the French colony in New York 


can be kidded into coming to the 
theatre and spending some money 
for tickets they'll love it. They 


never have supported their own pic- 
tures in the past, however, all the 
revenue for French films in New 
York coming from Americans who 
know or are studying French. And 
they won't get most of it, or I 

if they do, K 
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inducing the tribesmen to go in for | 


profit, and in a hot fight at the fin- | 
ish Mamad loses a new gang to the| 
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CZIKOS BARONESS 


(GERMAN MADE) 


(With Songs) 

Liddy Hegewald production. Capital 
Film release in U, S. Direction, J. and 
L. Fleck; scenario, Fritz Gruenbaum and 
Ida Jenbach, from a stage play by Fritz 
Greenbaum and George Jarno; music. 
George Jarno, Schmidt-Noelke and Otto 
Stransky; photography, Willy Goldberger 
and George Muschner; sound, Victor Beh- 
rens. At the 72d St. Playhouse, N, Y., 
on grind two weeks beginning March 235. 





Running time, 82 mins, 

Ferka von Marosicz..........Gret!] Theimer 
COUR PRBCIMAT icc di cccccseve Paul Vincenti 
NUN DEOROGNIN ccc cecdeaceasd Albert Paulig 
Comet Bevan cscs ctcces Julius Falkenstein 
| Countess Kovesi Sesteccetsscenam wemeue 
| Lieutenant Count Kovesi....Ernst Verebes 
S ee BO ha cewhinndcdabases dus Leo Peukert 
| ARS. & SOS. ckccccon Camilla von Hollay 
| 


ecteue Eugen Rex 


Exceptionally strong Teuton pro- 
grammer. Nothing much original 
tricky or arty about this one, but 
| it'll please the average German Ccus- 
j} tomer and will have the added pull- 
jing power of considerable strength 
from the Hungarians. 

Scene is laid entirely in and near 
Budapest, with the colorful Magyar 
costumes and native scenery pre- 
vailing. Strong cast of German 
names is supplemented by Ernst 
Verebes and Paul Vincenti, both of 
whom are w.k. Hungarians and 
capable actors. 

In essence it’s just one of those 
horse operas turned out in Holly- 
wood by the bushel. Transferred 
to Hungary it gains added color. 
Gretl Theimer is the  baroness. 
Cizkos is the Hungarian name for 
cowboys—they have lots of them 
in Hungary—and there is a fiesta 
over which the Baroness presides. 
She’s turned down the marriage 
offer of Count Ruttkai so he enters 
the fiesta anonymously as a cziko, 
wins and ends by convincing his 
lady love that he’s a worth-while 
catch, 

Plenty of singing, music by tz!i- 
ganes, dancing of the chardash, and 
horse riding gives it spice. 

Vincentini is the lad who was 
brought to Hollywood once as a 
double of Rudolph Valentino and 
his resemblance to the late player 
is remarkable, despite he didn’t 
click in Hollywood. He sings a 
nice tango here and is quite ac- 
ceptable. Miss Theimer is pretty 
and Ida Wuest and Julius Falken- 
stein are capable as ever in sup- 
porting roles. Kauf. 


Petite de Montparnasse 


(‘Montparnasse Girl’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 2. 
A Gaumont-Franco-Film-Aubert produc- 
ticn and release. Made bilingual. Directed 
by Badal in French and H. Schwarz in 
German. Music by Wachsmann. Scenario 
by Louis Verneuil Schulz. Lyrics by Lucien 


Boyer. Recorded Radio Cinema. Running 
time 93 Mins. Gaumont Palace, Paris. 

IESDISCIO 0.0 cc cccesess eseees-Grazia del Rio 
RE tie cancticaceeds eoeeees- Lucien Galas 
Comte de Richebourg ........Piere Magnier 
ZO WOE 0002000000 eoccecccers e+e. Sinoel 


The Domestic ......+.++e+++.-Lucien Beauval 
Georgette Liseron ....+..+-..Assia Herzfeld 
ME, TABOGOM ccccces cocecccccocecs Baron Fils 


Though this is a French produc- 
tion in two languages, it looks suf- 
ficiently Teutonic to be considered 
as a French version turned out as 
by-product of a German film. Di- 
rection of the operetta repeats all 
the German tricks which have been 
imitated this long time. Only really 
original part is injecting a lift of 
the first Charlie Chaplin sequence 
of ‘City Lights’ in the guise of a 
man making a speech in meaning- 
less sounds. 

Cast includes' good actors, work- 
ing well, with Grazia del Rio satis- 
factory in the title role, well sup- 
ported by Lucien Galas as her lover 
and Pierre Magnier as his father. 
Rather unconvincing story shows 
a young nobleman compelled by his 
aristocratic father to give up his 
poor mistress to marry an heiress. 
Girl so desperate, she is about to 
sell herself to the roue father, who 
uses an assumed name, but she 
loves the son so much she can't 
quite go through it, resulting in the 
father melting and okaying her mar- 
riage to his son. 

Quite a few gags, but of such 
obvious foreign inspiration that it 
suffers an import’s handicap. 
Mazi. 


HIER SPRICHT BERLIN 


(‘Here’s Berlin’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, April 1, 
PRKO-Tobis co-production and Aafa spe- 
cial release. Story and direction by Julien 
Duvivier, after a novel by Ralf KE. Vanloo 
Direction assistant, Wolfgang lLoe-Bagier. 
Music, Karol Rathaus. Settings, Eric 
Czerwonsky. Photography, Reimar Kuntze, 





Balasch, Brink. Sound, Erich Lange, Dr. 
Bittman. Production management, Frank 
Clifford. Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. 


Cast: Josette Day, Germaine Aussey, Wolf- 
gang Klein, Karl Stepanek, Charles 
Redgie, H. Henninger, George Boulanger 
Running time, 86 minutes. At Ufa-Palast 
am Zoo, Berlin. 





It is a pity that this picture, made 
with high aims and great technical 
knowledge, will not be a box-office 
success in the German province. 

Julien Duvivier, the cultured 
French director, creates charming, 
sometimes compelling, scenes. 3ut 
the general effect is too complicated 
and in the end not unified. Duvivier 
is in love with the detail, and loses 
the whole. Duvivier is one of the 








blending. In one sequence he shows 
men of al! races and countries in a 
polyglot riot t-lephoning to each 
other, all connected by the wire. 
Again he develops a funny sight- 
seeing trip through Paris. Chauf- 
feur and guide have had too much 
to drink, and it’s a race taroug:; the 
wonders of Paris. The dizzy guide 
wakes up, and when he indicates a 
point of interest the car has long 
ago passed it, and the tourists go 





| decide 


goofy. Some scenes are very good, 
but not necessary fo. the picture 
itself. For instance, the reception 


and dinner for the oriental prince is 
extremely funny, but delays the 
narrative. 

The basic idea of the plot is origi- 


nel. Two young German telephone 
operators from Berlin and two 
young hello girls in Paris know 


each other over the wires only. They 
to get acquainted personally. 
But they are always balked by some 
mishap in their professio: and only 
find each other in the happy d. 
Duvivier very cleverly uses compli- 
cations and comic misunderstand- 
ings through the different languages 
for bizarre and laughable effects. 
He proves his culture. hand by 
his cast. Karl Stepanek is a good 
actor, but is no outstanding star for 
the public. Wolfgang Klein a 
good-looking boy with a winning 
smile and a clever player. An in- 
ternational boyish type who will 
make a -areer. Josette Day is a 
dainty, pretty actress, and Germain 
Aussey makes a beautiful Parisi- 
enne.. Hanns Henninger and George 
Boulanger (the latter a first-class 
violinist by profession) add by their 
natural playing in comedy scenes. 
The photography by Reimar Kuntze, 
Balasch and Brink is first class and 
the sound, on Tobis-Klangfilm, is 
satisfactory. Magnus. 





Der Frauendiplomat 


(‘The Ladies Diplomat’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, April 1. 
T. K. production and Paramount re- 
lease. A musical comedy by B. E. 
Luethge and Curt J. Braun. Production 
management Dr. Ilia Salkind and Fred 
Lyssa. Direction, FE, r, Emo, Music, 
Hans May; lyrics, Robert Gilbert and Kari 


Bruell. Photography, Karl Drews. Sound, 
Hrich. Settings, Sohnle & Erdmann, Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Casts: Max 


Hansen, Anton Pointner, Theo Lingen, Leo 
Slezak, Hilde Hildebrandt, Albert Paulig, 
Jessie Virogh, Paul Morgan, Johannes 
Roth, Martha Eggerth, Alexa von Porem- 
sky, H. Longino, Ina von Elben, Fritz 
Spira, Running time, 71 minutes. At 
Atrium, Berlin. 








This first Paramount picture pro- 
duced here satisfies German de- 
mands. The producer, Felix Pfitz- 
ner, has a real hit and it is certain 
to bring in money. 

Max Hansen is first rate in the 
role of an Austrian duke, the enfant 
terrible of all embassies of Austria 
on -sccount of his love affairs. 
The.h the manuscript by Bobby 
Lue.‘ge and Curt J. Braun is crude 
and “le direction of E. W. Emo no 
more than average, Hansen makes 
up for other deficiencies. 

Leo Slezak, the singer, appears for 
the first time in pictures and on ac- 
count of his giant figure bolsters up 
the comedy. Martha Eggert is not 
entirely satisfactory in her perform. 
ance. 

Sound and photography good. 
Special mention ought to be made 
of the excellent publicity by Para- 
mount. They used the novel idea 
of having an Austrian band play 
on the balcony of the ‘Atrium’ 
cinema attracting much attention. 

Magnus, 


CSOKOLJ MEG EDES 
(‘Kiss Me, Darling’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


3udapest, March 29. 

Ferenc Plesz production and release. 
Scenario by Zsolt Harsanyi, Tamas Emoed 
and Laszlo Vadnay,. Directed by Bela 
Gaal, Music by Dr. Jeno Sandor. Pho- 
tography, Istvan Eiben. Sound, Ferene 
Lohr. In the cast: Kalman Rozsahegyi, 
Erzs! Somogyi, Marika Rokk, Bela Sala- 
mon, Antal Pager, Piroska Vaszary, Imre 
Raday, Ilona Dajbukat, Geza Boros, Gyula 
Gozon, Marcsa Simon, Istvan Gyergyai, 
Karoia Zala, Lajos Gardonyi, Irene Sitkey, 
Gero Maly, Andor Heltai, the three au- 
thors and the composer. Presented at 
Royal Apollo, Budapest. Running time, 86 
minutes, 





The third Hungarian all-talker 
produced in Budapest does not come 
near the excellency nor the success 
of ‘Hyppolit, the Lackey,’ which 
screwed up the hopes of budding 
independent producers. It is really 
three shorts that hang together but 
loosely through a prolog and epilog. 

In the first scene the three au- 
thors, all well-known Budapesters— 
Harsanyi is president of the Dra- 
matic Authors’ League—are seen 
chatting at their club about the ‘] 
confess’ letters people keep writing 
to them, asking them for advice on 
the most varied problems One after 
the other they start telling the con- 
tents of some of these letters, each 
of which is the story of one of the 
shorts, 

The first part is a village story 
about a boy who can't muster the 
courage to propose to the innkeep- 
er’s servant girl because the inn- 
keeper wants her himself and is 
always hovering near and butting 
in at the wrong moment. The inn- 
keeper being money greedy, John 
promises to pay him fifty pengos if 
he ticks for five minutes like a clock 
wi opping. While the inn- 


ait 1% «#0ft 
WilldOou . 





few directors who, in respect to 
film technique, has a fine comedy 
balance, Hie understands laugh 


(Continued on page 29) 
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TICKETS SELLING LIKE 
FURY FOR GRAND HOTEL 


eee yet this is the first 
advertisement to appear! 


A miracle is happening on Broadway! 
Not a line of advertising has been 
printed about Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
“Grand Hotel” until today—and yet 
hundreds of seats have been sold, for 
weeks in advance! 


THE GALA WORLD PREMIERE 
OPENING IS STILL FIVE DAYS 
OFF—it takes place Tuesday, April 
12th—and yet the lobby of the Astor is 
jammed with people, looking at the dis- 
ay of photographs in the decorative 
getting their advance reservations, 
discussing’ this important presentation. 


What, is this magic? True, that never 
‘in stage ‘orscreen history such a ¢ast! 
But, in addition, the word has got 
around that the highest hopes of the 
producers of “Grand Hotel” have been 
fulfilled. The Management of the Astor 
feels it is essential to advise patrons to 
make immediate reserva sin person: 
or through the mailé, for the perform- 
ance of their choice. Patrons are also 
advised that, the interest in “Grand: 
Hotel” already gives assurance that it 
will not play in any local theatre other 
than the Astor for a long, long time. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 


wich LEWIS STONE*+ JEAN HERSHOLT 
Directed by EDMUND GOULDING 
from Vicki Baum’s play 
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All Saw Arliss 


Macon. 
Stunt nearly 20 years old was re- 


vived here by Art Barry, of the 
Capitol and the ‘Telegraph and 
News’ when the newspaper an- 


nounced that it felt that everyone 
should see George Arliss in ‘The 


Man Who Played God’ and had ar- | 


ranged with the theatre to provide 


free tickets for all who were 
financially unable to buy in. 
Only one day was set apart for 


the free showings, and tickets were 
had only at the newspaper office 
between noon and six p. m. The 
only requirement was that the ap- 
plicant should express his inability 
ay. 

ee was first worked down in 
Florida by the late Frank Mont- 
gomery, and has been revived at 
intervals ever since. 

Payoff was a front page box in 
the paper for several days lauding 
the picture. 


Eggs Were Passes 


Akron. 

Dick Wright, of the Strand, 
adapted the can matinee to Easter 
and offered an admission to ‘Alias 
the Doctor’ to all kids who brought 
two fresh eggs to the Sat. a.m. 
matinee. No time to candle the 
product and some of them were a 
bit strong in flavor, while one or 
two weepers explained they ‘broke 
their tickets,’ a fact self-evident 
from the appearance of their 
clothes, but they got in too, and it 
all helped to make better reading 
in the ‘Beacon-Journal,’ which was 
in on the stunt, 

Hen fruit was given the Eagles 
club, local organization feeding the 
hungry, and egg sandwiches were 
the Saturday menu at the food 
dispensary. Netted Wright four 
stories, three of them with cuts. 


‘Ape’ Air Spieler 





Troy. 

Captain Volney Phifer, who is 
touring the country with one of the 
animals used in M-G-M’s ‘Tarzan’ 
as a ballyhoo for that picture, is 
broadcasting over local stations 
where newspapers running contests 
in connection with film, have radio 
tie-ups. tives a talk or interview 
on the training of animals, etc. 

Exhibitors will find that Capt. 
Phifer and the ape are good news- 


paper copy; ditto for the radio. The. 


Captain also should be able to de- 
liver a good talk on animals be- 
fore groups of school children. 


1,100 Cops Crash 


Milwaukee. 

Manager Russell Leddy of the 
Wisconsin invited the 1,100 mem- 
bers of the local police department 
to attend the Monday and Tuesday 
performances of ‘Disorderly Con- 
duct.’ A police badge was accepted 
as a credential for admission, the 
girl friends also included. 


Riding It In 
Cleveland. 

Harry Renners, of the Hipp, got 
@ seven-day, 24-hour stunt when 
he effected a tie with the traction 
company to exploit a ‘Cohens and 
Kellys’ via the new rates which for 
$1.25 entitle the holder to unlimited 
rides for one week. 

Traction company fitted up one 
of its regular cars with a special 
compartment in the rear in which 
two men, known as ‘Mr. Cohen” and 
‘Mr. Kelly’ lived for seven days, 
while the car made 360 round trips, 
or a 1,500-mile tour. 

Seats were removed from the end 
of the car to provide space for a 
table which was replaced by cots 
at night. Meals were served en- 





route, while Cohen and Kelly en- 
tertained visiting acts from the 
Hipp, jazz orchestras, and even 


fave a party one night. 





Gorilla Spanks 


Springfield, Mass. 

Jimmy Skiffington, of the Fox, 
got more publicity on ‘Tarzan’ than 
he bargained for when he put a 
man dressed as a gorilla in a cage 
in the lobby. Forgot to add the 
usual sign warning people not to 
feed or annoy the animals. 

A couple of small boys kidded the 
gorilla until they got his goat. He 
Sot out of the cage, chased them 


down the street and was ad- 
ministering a spanking when the 
Police arrived and gathered the 
trio in. 


Newspapers gave it plenty. 


Plugging Foreigns 
Hartford, Conn. 

_One of the most intensive promo- 
tion campaigns ever staged in this 
city was at the Warner Princess, 
now the Hartford Art theatre, to 
herald foreign films. Every German 
and other foreign speaking club in 
Hartford and surrounding towns was 
plied with publicity; paper was scat- 


tered around for a radius of 30 
miles; high school language clubs 


were addressed and invited to at- 
tend the first showing: newspapers 


as far away as Springfield, 27 miles, 
and New Haven, 37 miles, were used 
for publicity; telephone calls by the 
thousands were made daily, the the- 
atre was repainted and altered, tie- 
|ups were made for window displays 


with foreign language book stores 
while radio was used to broadcast 
Straus waltzes and other melodies. 


| 
' 
| These 
] 
| 
| 


were but a few of the many 
| stunts used to create interest under 
the direction of Frank Morin, man- |} 


ager. 


Grew a Sign 


New Orleans. 

For ‘Scarface,’ at the State, a 10x 
50 banner was put across the front 
of the house with the frame ad- 
justed to take a section of two let- 
ters at a time. These were added 
daily until the title was completed 
the day before opening. Two weeks 
in advance 24 sheets were placed on 
the side of the building and a 16x16 
flag was added later. 

The front was masked in with 
brilliant red compoboard with white 
lettering, and in the lobby was a dis- 
play of sawed off shotguns and 
other weapons, 


Dept. Store Tieup 


Hartford, Conn. 

The first tie-up with Hartford's 
largest department store employing 
more than 1,500 resulted in a packed 
Monday house for the Fox-Capitol. 
Fred Thomas, manager, issued invi- 
tations to the employees of the store 
and admitted them at about half 
price. In most cases others came 
along and entered at the regular ad- 
missions, Further hook-up with 
merchants about town offering 
prizes has resulted in fair business 
"most every Monday. 


Waterloo, Ia. 

The biggest pass known to be 
handed out here went from Harry 
Herman, Paramount manager, to 
Mayor M. J. Morgan. It was for 
‘One Hour With You,’ to a special 
midnite show. 

Pass was exploited with plenty of 
news, including a three-column cut 
and was an election award to the 
mayor who topped the ticket in the 
race for the office. 





Plugging ‘Polly’ 


Altoona, Pa. 
For ‘Polly of the Circus,’ Roxie 
La Kose and Irene, Atlantic City 
summer features, did aerial work 


four times each day high above the 
State theatre, sending box office re- 
ceipts high for Jack Maloy, Wilmer- 
Vincent manager here, during the 
past week. At every performance 
traffic was tied up during the out- 
door display. 

The girls went through with their 
schedule despite rain, snow and 
freezing temperatures on_ several 
days. 


Free Elephants 


Akron, 
Ernie Austgen, of Loew’s, staged 
a parade for ‘Tarzan’ with three 
elephants. All it cost was eight 
passes and a promise to tell the 
N. Y. booking office of the co- 
operation of a stranded vaude act. 
Act was laytng off and Austgen 
persuaded that it might help if they 
got into the parade. 





‘Prosperity Money’ 
Hamilton, O. 

The Paramount stimulated city- 
wide interest and patronage by 
staging an ‘Auction Nigh*’ at which 
radios, kodaks and other articles 
contributed by local merchants 
were auctioned off to the highest 
bidders, who paid for the purchase 
with ‘prosperity money.’ Certifi- 
cates were given with each pur- 
chase at stores of the participating 
merchants and also at the box of- 
fice with each admission. The 
event was heavily publicized. Prac- 
tically no cost to the theatre, as 
the merchants tied in with the plan 
in return for the advertising de- 
rived. 


Saved a Dummy 
Sunbury, Pa. 

J. M. Blanchard of the Strand got 
the fire company to help in his ex- 
ploitation on ‘Fireman Save My 
Child.’ A smoke pot was placed in 
a third-story window of the theatre, 
and when it got going well an alarm 
was turned in. While a crowd 
gathered preparations were made to 
spread the life net, and into this a 
dummy of a woman was tossed 
from the window, followed by a dis- 
play of advertising matter for the 
Brown feature. It not only got cir- 
culation from those who saw the 
stunt, but it made the grade in both 
local papers, with kidding comment 
that helped to sell the comedy idea. 

The company which worked in 
with the theatre on the scheme also 
permitted their truck to be posted, 
and put up bills at the fire house in 
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The Mayor Helps 


Albany. 


The Strand to advertise ‘The 
Crowd Roars’ required the help of 
the mayor and police department 
House advertised for several days 
that the theatre was to stage a 
ior automobile sweepstakes fo 
dren with the motive power their 
sturdy legs. Eight children, the old- 
est eight, entered the contest Friday 


the race starting at State and Pearl 
streets, the in the 
city, after the polic e, he aded bv the 
chief, cleared the main street, North 
Pearl, for several blocks to the front 


busiest corner 


of the Strand. Mayor Thacher 
started the youngsters off. Thou- 
sands witnessed the race. All con- 


testants were given plenty of passes 
to the Strand. 


M. D. Plug 0. K. 
Wilmington. 
Loew's scored on a _ “stunt 
‘Arrowsmith. Made repeated 
nouncements in all papers request- 


ing doctors attending the show to 
leave their names at box office for | 
hurry calls to be flashed on the} 
screen. While this is old, its empha- 


sis in connection with this play hav- 
ing its medico interest obviated any 
hostility of the doctors to the play 
and heightened general _ interest. 
Created the impression all the doc- 
tors in the town were seeing the 
show. 


Five Banner Arches 


Hollywood. 

Most solid effect in street banners 
yet seen around here are the five 
girder arches thrown across the 
street in WB’s Hollywood theatre 
block for ‘It's Tough to Be Famous.’ 

Each span carries plug lines and 
10 portraits, faces of national celebs 
being interspersed with members of 
the cast. Frames are of light wood 
with cantilever bracing, and an in- 
tricate system of suspension lines 
holds them steady. Stunt is Harry 
Maizlish’s idea. 


Laid an Egg 
Astoria, Ore. 

I'dgar Hart, of the Liberty, used 
his regular stunt for Easter. This is 
a rooster in a cage in the lobby. 
This time the usual gag of hiding 
the hen from the passerby, so he 
would not know what the rooster 
was crowing about was switched. 
The hen occupied the cage with the 
rooster. She laid an egg daily, 
whicl. was given the first child to 
buy a ticket. 

Fourth Easter Hart has used the 
stunt here and he did it in the east 
before that. Always seems to cHck. 


Keyholed 





Houston. 

Eddie Collins used a novelty her- 
ald for ‘One Hour With You.” He 
called the midnite preview a ‘peek- 
aboo preview’ and used a small 
four-page folder with a keyhole cut 
in page one. Through this could 
be seen what appeared to be part 
of a nude figure. Opened up, the 
cut of a girl was seen, apparently 


for | 
an- | 


Jeanette MacDonald going to bed, 
but in her nighty. 
Made a strong hit with the class 


| of patrons most likely to sit up that 


'late and brought an extra big gate 
for the midnite show at the Metro- 
politan Joe Peek publicity and 
Ralph Aver, mgr., credited wit! 

‘ . ’ " 
Freaks’ Bally 
Cincinnati. 
‘Freaks’ exploited with sideshow 


trimmings and jamming ‘em at the 


Ufa. 
The catchline in the poster adver- 


tising has been changed from ‘Can 
a grown-up woman truly love a 


midget?’ to ‘Do the Siamese Twins 
Make Love?’ A gaudy painted 21%4- 
ton truck is ballyhooing the streets. 
Ushers are dressed as clowns. All 
ducats printed on one-sheets. Ideas 
|} were originated by ‘Doc’ Fritz Witte, 
ex-German newspaperman and man- 
ager of the Ufa. In ads in the 
| dailies the featured line is ‘A land- 
| mark in screen daring.’ 





Plenty of Opening 
Bridgeton, N. J. 

Criterion theatre, newly decorated, 
opened with a big noise March 24. 
Gave a reception the previous eve- 
ni.g, when about 1,000 invited 
guests looked the house over. The 
following day the local paper gave 
a column story with two-column 
head on the front page and several 
stories in a special section, which 
also carried about two dozen ads 
of local merchants offering best 
wishes to Louis Linker, the mer. 

Metro was the only film dis- 
tributor to take a special advertise- 
ment, but all told about three pages 
of ads referred to the opening, and 
everyone knew the house was light- 
ed again. 


Beans for ‘Beans’ 


New York. 

Harlem Opera House used the 
enveloped candy lately, but more 
patly than usual, since the enclos- 
ures were jelly beans to advertise 
the appearance of ‘Jelly Bean’ 
Johnson. The envelope invited the 
recipient to have a jelly bean on 
‘Jelly Bean’ Johnson, and a small 





type line at the bottom told that 
Woolworth’s had contributed the 
beans. 

Not Mailable 


Los Angeles. 

United Artists made a drive on 
the fraternities and sororities on 
‘The Greeks Had a Word for Them,’ 
with postcards addressed to each 
member and reading ‘The Greeks 
Had a Word for Them but we can’t 
put it on a postcard.’ Might be poi- 
son for general use, but it caught 
the brothers and sisters. 

Columbia Outfitting Co., an in- 
stalment clothing house, contributed 
20,000 circulars hooked to the pic- 
ture, the release getting one side 
and Joan Blondell getting more than 
half the reverse, which aiso carried 
the clothing ad. 
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Syracuse, N. Y. 
Leo Rosen, manager of Warner's 
Strand here, to Jamestown where 
he will function as city manager. 
He will be succeeded here by Perry 
Spencer. 





Harlan, Ia. 
P. B. Brown, Dr. Herman Bocken 
and T. H. Potter new directors for 
the Harlan Theatre Co. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 
The A-Amus-U theatre, Fordyce’s 
only theatre, was destroyed by fire 
last week with damage approxi- 
mately $5,000. It will be rebuilt at 
once. 


Yonkers, N. Y. 
John P. Hearns, named manager 
of Proctor’s here, to succeed G. A. 
Roberts, resigned. Hearns comes 
from Proctor’s, Mt. Vernon. 





Marshalltown, I. 
Eunice Thornburg is to operate 
the Family here under name of the 
Marshalltown; and the Sun, State 
Center, Ia. 





Detroit. 
With a shortage of features for 
double billing, Joe LaRose revived 
some of the early sound pictures 
First used thus was ‘Flight,’ a 1929 
release. Idea going over so big at 
the house where it was originated, 
the Eastown, that same thing is 
being used at all third run Publix 
houses and also by many indies, 





San Francisco. 
Charlie Carroll hag taken over the 
! Oakland, from kox-W. 


4 


sult ta 


Cc. and will reopen it this month 
after several years of darkness. 

National Theatres building a new 
house in Madera, Cal. 

Jack Patridge, Jr., new manager 
of California, Coalinga. 

Bill Murphy new manager Pre- 
mier, Oakland, for M. L. Markowitz. 

Harry Seipel shifted from film 
booking to managing the six houses 
in the Arkush chain, operated by 
F-WC. 

Ed Williams new manager Atlas 
exchange, succeeding Joe Wolf. 





Denver. 
On petition of United Artists, re- 
ceiver was appointed for Audio 
Theatres, Ine. 
James Smith, operator, will open 
up thifd theatr@at Laratilie soon. 
After a month’s operation Chas. 
| Hopkins is closing the Casino, Mag- 
daline, N. M. 
Paul Honpin of the Plaza Amuse- 
; ment Co. has sued M. McEahearn, 
| W. L. Thomas and W. H. Bernaugh 
| for payment for sound sold by him 
for installation in the Rex theatre. 
Colorado theatre, Aguilar, Colo., 
was damaged by fire. Seats and 
projectors will have to be replaced. 








Dallas. 

Simultaneous shift of southwest 
division managers made by Publix 
and RKO last week. For P-V, John 
J. Friedl, goes to Minneapolis to 
pilot that circuit’s northwest string. 
This following general coast to coast 
inspection swing starting in New 
York. Maurice Barr of New Orleans 
promoted to Dalla; post. 

Charlie Koerner replaces Len §&. 
Brown as head of the RKO gouth- 
ern division. No local staff changes 
on either side so far. 
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Voice Contest 


Albany. 
The ‘Times-Union’ is sponsoringa 
voice contest in theatres in all the 
ommunities within a radius 
Albany. 
for circulation 


promotion io? theatres 


of 50 mile The 


and 


Consider- 


s outside of 


stunt is both 


able publi itv 1s 


} " . 
tne respective 


given each house in 
towns Response has 
been keen 

In each town the theatre 
ment selects the best singer in his 
community, with the district win- 
ners to be brought to Albany to ape- 
pear at the RKO Palace theatre the 
end of this month for the final try- 


manage- 


out. Winner will be declared the 
Voice of the Albany Area. Cups 
awarded the winner of the finals; 


also to each district winner. 
Pro and Con 

Efforts of theatre managers to lay 
off some of their newspaper adver- 
tising costs to merchant tie-ups is 
meeting with opposition from some 
newspapers and welcomed by others. 
This doesn't refer to the co-op page 
in which all merchants do extra ad- 
vertising to tie in to a picture, but 
to the growing practice of persuad- 
ing merchants to add a few lines to 
their regular space for the theatre. 
Applies particularly to music, phon- 


ograph and radio stores, but other 
classes can be rung in on certain 
titles. 


Some ad managers charge theatre 
rate, generally higher than the com- 
mercial rate, on the argument that 
such advertising lessens the space 
taken by the theatre. Others take 
the opposite ground that the theatre 
would cut anyway and the addition 
to the commercial spaces is that 
much velvet. In many cities where 
the holdout is for the higher rate 


the argument is reaching an acute 
stage. 
Jeanette MacDonald Stunt 
Montgomery. 


Every woman, girl or child in this 
city having as their first name 
‘Jeanette’ were awarded free tickets 
to the Paramount to see ‘One Hour 
with You.” Hook-up was made by 
Manager Kennedy and the Monte 
gomery ‘Journal,’ the newspaper 
giving lots of publicity to the pic- 
ture. 


Titles for Stills 


Hooking up with the Milwaukee 
‘Leader,’ the Warner publicity de- 
pariment ran ae picture titling 
contest offering 10 pairs of free 
tickets daily as prizes. Pictures 
used for siunt were scenes from 
‘The Crowd Roars’ which was given 
a Hollywood kind of opening. 
Stories about James Cagney and 
Joan Blondell were used following 
the contest announcements. 


Cashing In 

Pictures of the Lindbergh kid- 
napping in the newsreels made good 
business for most theatres, particu- 
larly when the actual pictures of the 
child were shown. Most managers 
stopped there. 

One hustler, however, took the 
idea further. He effected a tie-up 
with a promising young amateur 
and the local store selling 16 mm. 
film. He stressed the fact that the 
baby pictures had been enlarged 
from a 16 mm. shot and suggested 
that every parent should have a pic- 
ture of the children. He offered to 
send around a young man who 
would expose a 100-foot length if 
the parents bought the film from the 
Store in the hook-up. The store re- 
peated the advertising in the news- 
papers. Store sold 38 reels of film 
and the theatre got some extra busi- 
ness. The cameraman got his by 
offering to bring his projector 
around ana run the reel off in the 
baby’s home for $2. And it cost the 
theatre nothing but the thinking. 


Newsreel Plug 

In ads for Metrotone News, 
Hearst papers are listing the names 
of theatres in cities and towns 
within a 100-200 mile radius that 
show the reel. 

Houses in nearby towns are car- 
ried in heavy type at the top and 





| enumerated 





; 


theatres in smaller burgs are 
below. 


Repeat Covers 


Most tire supplied gen- 
erally to taxi drivers, are painted in 
oil to sell one picture. Then the 
cover goes stale or must be called 
in favor of a new one. The old 
ones can be repainted and used 
again, but this is more or less of a 
nuisance. 

Tire covers of the drum type can 
be pasted with printed ads if a solue- 
tion of water glass is employed ine 
stead of paste. This is sufficiently 
waterproof to resist the weather for 
a week and a new poster can be put 
on when the driver comes around to 
collect his ticket for the next show. 
When the layers of poster become 
too thick, they are scraped off with 
putty Knife. 


covers, 


i 
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OPENS ON BROADWAY. .*2. TOP 
TWO-A-DAY..GAIETY THEATRE 


THURSDAY 


“SYMPHONY OF SIX MILLION” IS 
NOT JUST SIMPLY BIG. IT ACHIEVES 
BIGNESS SIMPLY. ITS GRANDEUR 
POURS FROM THE SWELLING VOICE 
OF THE PEOPLE—EVERYDAY PEOPLE, 
EVEN AS YOU AND I. A STORY OF 
HUMAN HEARTS .. NOTHING MORE 
BUT NOTHING LESS! .. IN IT,- 
THE GLAD, THE SAD, THE GOOD AND 
THE BAD TO BE FOUND IN THE BEST 
AND THE WORST OF US. 



























‘eo ers o-* SEH 7S a Keer Rwegurger? 
* Bo yO meewe “ « Se ? es KS VER DUR OGOS 
“ ee ‘ a " tone < » : »oad A » veoare “s oxo dees ¥ 
a < oe “9 ,ee ~ > : 2 “ oe Bre xe ot ae 5% © En 5% ; 
» Aa Aa» ‘ ‘ Ta oe 7 2 6¢es > 
PD Ore 4% Z % $4 ~ 25 5 
— oS tn % “ ¢ ox OB A ve “ y < ‘is “ es ae 
o> : > > gk 
WOVPAEES > , P 
. ~ v < eS Bx $$i € Pe Ee 
‘ ve ; ° 
P xy 4 


C7 4-7 e- LO) OS AO) aCe a 2 ee On 


SYMPHONY OF 


IRENE DUNNE  RICARDO CORTEZ GREGORY RATOFF 
NATIONALLY RELEASED STARTING APRIL2 


. 















Tuesday, April 12, 1932 





VARIETY 


19 
ee | Ahn lhe cE A ELIE LOE SPLIT LET OE TS mete —-————- - + 























SIX MILL 


fF | ANNA APPEL GREGORY LACAVA = PRODUCTION 


iL2ist...SET YOUR PLAYDATES NOW! 
ec, 

















ee ae 
AIL A TINIE CA. Ph fOOT rete aby 





| 















1% receipes 











VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, April 12, 1932 








——— 





Charges that M-G-M had broken 


faith with exhibitors by not adher- 
ing to an announced sales policy 
were disproven by Felix Feist, sales 
head, to the reported satisfaction of 
a group of representative indies last 
week. Feist showed the exhibs, 
meeting with him in executive ses- 
sion, the company books. These 
proved that in the majority of its 
contracts Metro has used its na- 
tional formula of 25-30-35 per- 


centages with 30% constituting the 
average for the country. 

Instances where Metro had sold 
exhibs on other terms were report- 


ed by attendees at the session to 
be in an extreme minority. In most 
of these cases, it was pointed out, 
Metro had given easier terms only 
when boxoffice situations were 
especially in need of help. 


The Metro deviation 


date 5 


contract 
charge back to 
ber when a group of 
informed of Metro’s national policy 
and booked accordingly. At the 
MPTOA’s Washington convention 


last Septem- 


indies were 


the matter was also introduced on 
the floor and it was decided that 
another committee would be named 
to call Feist on the alleged devi- 
ations, 

The committee which met with 


Feist was largely representative of 
the MPTO of eastern Pennsylvania, 
southern New Jersey and Delaware, 


rather than the parent body. The 
representatives included: Walter 
Vincent, as chairman; L. Pizor, 


Dave Barrist, Jay Emanuel, M. A. 
Lightman and Ed. Levy. 





9 o 
Cavett’s Doubling 
Hollywood, April 11, 
Fannie Hurst’s story, ‘Park Ave- 
nue,’ will be made by Columbia as 
‘Vanity Street.’ Frank Cavett and 


Ed. B. Roberts, brought west by 
Walter Wanger, will work on the| 
adaptation, and it is not unlikely} 


that Cavett will pick up the mega- | 


phone assignment on the picture. 


XHIBS 


| 


for 





i ‘Criminal 





Hollywood Meanie 





- 
fe 


Hollywood, April 
Producer was talking about 





the great things that will be 
accomplished when third di- 
mension photography is per- 
fected. 

Writer replied that third di- 
mension photography couldn't 


help one dimension stories. 











Girl’s Indie Buildup 





Hollywood, April 11. 

First interest independ- 
in building name 
players is indicated in the contract- 
ing by I. E. Chadwick of Astrid Al- 
wyn, former Metro contract player. 

Indie will give the girl a build- 
up, and use her in three pic:ures to 
be released by Monogram. Her ini- 
tial story is Leing sought 


Brown’s ‘Bill Hickok’ 


5B 


of small 


ents up their own 





Hollywood, April 

Larry bought 
Miles’ biography of Wild Bill } 
John Mack Brown's first 
ern which Darmour will make 
Paramount under a releasing 
tract. 

Miles is a press agent at the Radio 
lot. 


ROACH GIVES CONTRACTS 
Culver City, April 11. 

Hal Roach is beginning to hand 
out contracts preparatory to start- 
ing next year’s program in May. 

Dickie Moore, child actor for- 
merly at Warners, was given a term 
contract for ‘Our Gang’ shorts. 
Roach must let Dickie go to Para- 
mount for Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Vel- 
vet’ when Par needs him, because 
of a previous contract. 

George Marshall and Jules White, 
shorts directors, were given 
termers. 


Darmour has 


lickok 
est- 
lor 


con- 


v 





also 


COL. HAS CLARK 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Wallace Clark, who played in the 
Gillette production of ‘Sherlock 
hiolmes,’ returns here for a part in 
Court’ at Columbia. 


| ing 
| with 


| ably in size and importance. 


John 


| laws, 


| Paramount Editorial 
Makes Heath Liaison 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Placing of A. M. Botsford at head 
of Paramount's coast editorial board 
| will put Percy Heath, who had been 
head, in charge of giving out writ- 
assignments. Heath will work 
writers on treatment and de- 
of stories and be in con- 
With associate producers to get 
Hie will stay 
is turned 
for 
editorial 
will 


others 





velopment 
tact 
with 
to 
filming. 
board 


their ideas. a 


script until over the 
associate 
Makeup 


not 


producer 
of 


set, 


the 
but 


among 


is 
vet probably 


all 


com- 
associate 
producers’s assistants. Russell Hol- 
man, under Botsford in New York, 
will be assistant to Heath in Holly- 
wood, 

Selection of story material, one of 


prise 


the board’s functions, will be con- 
centrated on the coast, with the 
eastern board cut down consider- 


Bots- 
He 
be 


ford had been head in the east. 
now in Hollywood, and will 
joined shortly by Holman. 


Sundays OK’d 


Parkersburg, W. Va., April 11. 
Legal operation of theatres in this 
city on Sunday went into effect yes- 
terday (10). 





Besides show houses, circuses are 
nermitted to give Sunday perform- 
ances, The latter right is a boom- 
erang to the reform element who, 
in fighting for enforcement of blue 
injected the circus clause in 
the ordinance with the hope that it 
would arouse stronger opposition to 
open Sundays. Carnivals are not 
permitted to operate within the city 
limits. 


Metro’s Igloo Pic 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Metro preparing to make an 
Eskimo picture in Alaska. It prob- 
ably will be directed by W. S. Van 
Dvke. 

Scenario to be taken from the 
book ‘Eskimo,’ which carries a story 
detailing the Eskimo, 
much more so than they have been 
|} seen in previous pictures of the F 
} North. 





is 


he habits of 








| 
| 
| 





Solitaire 





Hollywood, April 11. 
Discovering that it would 
take five men to put on a 
diver’s suit, a cheapie producer 
at the last minute decided to 
change over his deep sea story. 
It emerged one day later as 

a lighthouse story. 
—From Variety's 
Hollywood Bulletin. 











Joe Johnson Resigns 


Academy Membership 


i!ture Producers’ 


April 11. 
Toseph Johnson's resignation from 
the Academy board of directors, 


Hollywood, 


| where he represented the producers’ 





branch, has been accepted, 
Johnson's position as a producer 
representative became untenable 
when he failed to obtain Academy 
intervention in his differences with 
Fox. He now has a Federal suit 
pending for the balance of the con- 
tract on which he was hired by 
£neehan and fired by McIntire. Also 
a suit Tinker and McIntire 
balm professional repu- 


against 
to 


for his 


} tation, 





' 
} 
} 
j 
i 


Eddie Cantor's 


Academy viewpoint is that John- 
son’s withdrawal natural he 
is no longer connected with picture 


production. 


is as 


Raison, Keefe-Metro 


Milton Raison, legit 
and Willard Keefe, playwright and 
newspaperman, left Sunday (10) to 
start on three months’ writing con- 
tracts for Metro. 

Raison was handling ‘Warrior’s 
Husband,’ legit, before he left, while 
Keefe was city editor of the ‘Morn- 
ing Telegraph.’ 





press agent, 


ABDULLAH WAITS 


Achmed Abdullah's writing con- 
tract with Radio is awaiting con- 
firmation from the Coast. Set 


through William Morris. 
Same agency was 
for S. J. Perelman 
next 
Perelman 
for 


also arranged 
to 
for 


ist 
just 


collab on 
Gold- 
finished 
Mae 


sam 
wyn. an 


original Edna Oliver at 


Radio. 





i now 


Goldstone Financing 
State Right Exchanges 
For Ambitious Indies 


Hollywood, April 11, 


Aiming for complete national 
coverage for indepedent pictures, a 





group of indie producers are pre- 
paring to establish reliable state 
rights representatives in what is 


uncertain territory for rele 


ase 
ing. 


Several of the larger indies, 
bers of the Independent 


meme 
Motion Pice 
Assoc., Will work in 


| dividually, each establishing offices 
on their own Two have ; eady 
been opened, one each in Seattle 
and Portland, by Nat Levine, who 


| state righting 





took over exchanges already in those 
towns. 

Phil Goldstone, who is financing 
32 independents, is aiding in opening 
state rights offices by encouraging 
or extending credit to producers 
with whom he is already associated 
who want to branch into the 
bution field. 

Around 40% 
eertain for 


aistri- 


of the country 
producers 


is 
depending 
pictures. This we: 
territory is mostly in the south and 
middle west. Pacific coast is much 
improved over several years ago, 
with the Levine offices in the north 


and M. H. Hoffman’s Los Anceles 
and San Francisco state righis ex- 
changes. 

In the middle west offices will be 


established in Omaha, Kansas City, 


Des Moines, St. Louis and Minne- 
apolis. Southern spots will be Dal- 
las, New Orleans, Little Ro and 
Oklahoma City. Although not set, 
Levine, Hoffman and a third pro- 


ducer will open the southern offices, 


Beahan Moves In at U 


Charles Beahan moved 


in yvestet 


day (Monday) as talent and ma- 
terial head for Universal in the 
east. Beahan had been signed two 
weeks ago by Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
but continued at the American Play 
Co..- until Leland Heyward of the 
same agency returned from the 
Coast. 

3eahan'’s U contract is or six 


months. 
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DOLLAR 


BE BS, 
3 yy “ 
oat 


TO CATCH 











A picture that will 


catch a million patrons 





for your theatre 


The Reviews speak for themselves 
N. Y. Times —"‘.... it is a very interesting adventure film."’ 


Daily News—‘‘Folks will 


t plenty of vicarious thrills out 


of Mr. Zane Grey’s ‘South Sea Adventures’.”’ 


N.Y. American—Zane Grey Fishing Talkie Gives Big 
Thrills of Deep . .. . “Thoroughly interesting ... .”” 


World-Telegram—‘‘It is a thrill worth waiting for.” 


Evening 
of fishing on a big scale .... 


Graphic—".... real thrills are provided in the way 


Film Daily—‘‘This adventure film should please and thrill 


all audiences.”’ 


M. P. Daily—‘‘It is gripping throughout its 50 minutes.” 
Daily Mirror—‘‘. . . . it is an unusually attractive and inter- 


esting adventure film . . . . 


Evening Post —‘‘Both from a pictorial and dramatic stand- 
point, ‘South Sea Adventure’ is eminently worth seeing.” 


HOOK A BIG BOX \OFFICE ATTRACTION 
PRINCIPAL DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 


Longacre 5-2669 SOl Lesser, President 11 w. sand 5. wY.C. 
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Stock Market JUDGMENTS bh Production § 
| arch rroduction Sur vey 
Henseig Theatrical Enterprises, | 
(Continued from page 7) ner 6’s supported the previous low | ~— a yr es Co., aa $959.40. | eo Stnlivwied: Amel 
: . OX lets ania bdbedamttaniee otocolor Corp.; L. H. Mce- ; ic ae 
out after the Saturday close and of 29 with Sreat a Ores won. Cormick e ne is . March production average of 30.4 features working daily duplicated 
revealing a further drop in unfilled Volume of selling here and else-|COrmick et al.; $258.75. | February's to the decimal. Dailv comedy average fell off to 1.9, however 
th Ke icetaee she cael Bagge ggernt where in the amusement bonds dis- New Lyceum Theatre Co.. Inc.: i of é lees oO the ¢ vs imal, ape h omeady average ; on to 1.9, ae 
low in the corporation's history, and counted any idea of a deliberate| Professional Budget Plan, Inc.: | eak day was March 10 when 36 features were working Drop was to 27 
production down to 22%, matching | @ttack and also the general situa- | $16,833.72. Active Teatured the -IAet Ween OF SSAreh. 
J - | tion negatived any explanation ex- Warner lot jumped to the head of the class with six or seven pictures 


the bottom of Jan. 1. 

Something of the kind had been 
looked for and may have been dis- 
counted in advance. The same ap- 
plies to the favorable outcome of the 
German elections which returned the 
conservative President Hindenburg 
with a large majority, a result that 
had been taken for granted since 
the abortive voting of March 13. 

Probably these considerations 
were secondary, Wall Street’s at- 
tention being centered yesterday for 
the time being on Washington, 
where President Whitney of the 
Stock Exchange appeared before the 
Senate committee on banking and 
currency. The whole Washington 
situation merely brought into the 
open ’the smouldering hostility be- 
tween’ Wall Street and Congress and 
it was not apparent how such an 
open wrangle could possibly be a 
constructive influence in the secur- 
ity markets, already made timid and 
nervous, Even if the politicians hang 
the onus of the depression on ‘bear 
raids,’ that won’t help much to- 
ward recovery. It would only save a 
lot of political faces, which doesn’t 


get business anywhere in particu- 
lar. 
What lengths certain Congress- 


men are prepared to go to establish 
political alibis was illustrated in the 
story of threats of a ‘billion dollar 
plan to raid the market Saturday’ 
that came from the Capitol. The 
story got only wry smiles down- 
town, where the idea of a group of 
market operators co-operating for a 
million dollars of anything, instead 
of chiselling each other for fractions 
of points, inspired only a sort of 
sour mirth. 
Amusements Drift 

The amusement shares made 
rather a sorry showing, with the 
whole group, almost without excep- 
tion, going into new low ground for 
the entire period since 1929. Most 
conspicuous among the stocks was 
Loew, which broke on fairly 
heavy dealings to the new low level 
of 20%. It responded fairly well to 
the improvement of Saturday, even 
if volume did fall off on the advance. 
The other active shares displayed 
almost no powers of recuperation, 
even at the astonishingly low prices 
to which they had sunk. 

Fox dropped to the new low of 2 
and recovered only %; Paramount 
broke through 5 on relatively heavy 
dealings during the slump, and re- 
covered only %4 from the extreme 
low of 47g, while Warners nosedived 
to 1% on total dealings for the week 
of 25,500 shares, and ended the pe- 
riod practically on the bottom. Its 
preferred stock on a single trans- 
action found no bid nearer than 4% 
points down from the previous level, 
changing hands at 5%. Best that 
could be said for RKO was that it 
sustained its former low, but hit 3 
flat, bottom on the movement, and 
Stayed right there. 

If the stock dealings were dis- 
heartening, the trend of bonds was 
even more so. Some industrial loans 
made a fairly stable showing, but 
new bottoms were the rule of the 
amusement liens, which sank to 
dizzy extremes. 

Warners convertibles found prac- 
tically no support until they had 
broken to 15%. At that price this 
bond showed a yield of nearly 40%, 
which calls for no further comment. 
At the end there was a feeble re- 
covery to 17, for a net loss on the 
week of 4%, climax of two weeks 
of hammering. No evidence here of 
any defense such as was suggested 
& month or so ago, when the War- 








cept that of necessitous 
Bears cannot raid bonds. 


Other Loans Crack 


selling. 


Loew bonds lost 5% and were 
within a fraction of the previous 
low, and, most striking of all, the 


Par-Publix 5%'s broke precipitous- 
ly from 40 to 33 without a halt on 
the way down, and closed the week 
at the very bottom. The older Par- 
amount-Famous 6's, moving in less- 
er volume, lost 435 to a new low of 
40. RKO debentures did not come 
out at all, repeating the shyness of 
the past month. Paper apparently 
is closely held, by RCA presumably, 
and is not for sale at available bids. 

RCA stock went the way of all 
securities, making a new depression 
mark at 5 and staying close to that 
level throughout the Saturday rally 

Suggestion of the thinness of the 
bond market came with a few trans- 
actions in Pathe 7’s which plunged 
about 7 points to and ended the 
week right there. A few months ago 
it was the center of a spectacular 
90 in a persist- 


iv 


move, going above 

ent campaign. Keith 6’s were neg- 
lected and perhaps due to that 
happy circumstance lost only 2 


points to 48, still considerably above 
its bottom for the year at 43. 

Considering the market perform- 
ance of the Paramount issues, the 
market greeted that company’s new 
bonus plan, made public Saturday, 
with a good deal of surprise. Idea 
is to set aside 648,000 shares of stock 
subject to the option of certain prin- 
cipal executives up to Dec. 31, 1935, 
at prices ranging from $15 to $32 a 
share. Allotment of optional stock 
will be in lieu of cash bonuses out 
of profits formerly paid to these 
executives. 

At the same time the stockholders 
will be asked to vote on a change of 
the no par common stock to a stated 
value of $10 a share, putting out- 
standing capital stock at $33,000,000 
instead of the stated value on the 
last balance sheet of $123,383,394. 
Difference, according to President 
Zukor’s letter, ‘will create a substan- 
tial corporate surplus.’ Aiso it will 
reduce the stock transfer tax. 

Summarizing the company situa- 
tion, Mr. Zukor said operating ex- 
penses are running at a rate of $11,- 
000,000 less than at this time a year 
ago. He added that a committee is 
at work on a profit sharing plan to 
include the personnel, not including 
the beneficiaries of the stock option 
bonus, 

The communication did not refer 
to probable rate of first quarter net, 
estimated in the financial district at 
one time at between 10 and 15 cents 
a share, but figured in the theatre 
trade at probably from negligible 
net to a deficit of around 2 cents a 
share, which, other things being 
equal, would be a great improve- 
ment over the final quarter of 1931 
when the net loss was around 5 
cents a share. 

Preferred stocks suffered seriously 
during the week. Keith old senior 
issue lost nearly 6 to a brand new 
mark of 19%; Loew preferred lost 
nearly 2 (but still above its old low), 
and Orpheum preferred was 2 down, 
besides the break in Warner pre- 
ferred previously mentioned. Sales 
at these concessions make ridiculous 
the stories printed about holders 
making sacrifices to avoid heavy in- 
come taxes. Losses on such sales 
would exceed taxes for many years 
on income. Surrender of these senior 
securities reflects, of course, only the 
hysterical desire of the people to 
turn paper into cash. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, April 9: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


7———1932—-——, Net chg. 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. for wk. 
2 2 GOO AmSricAW _BORt.cccccsccccccvsece 2% 2 2 —% 
ry 2 700 Consol. Film. ..cccess ps0cesoeses 2% 2% 2% + % 
11% is 4,400 Consol. Film pfd. (2)........0008 Rag 7% 7 —1% 
7% 5M 600 Columbia P. vtc....... scccecses 6% 5M 1, 
eos 6342 29,300 Eastman Kodak (5).....cccssses 7i% 634, O54 —4% 
5% 2 4,200 Fox, Class A....... Sesteseses bee 2% 2 2% — %& 
2644 14% 232,200 Gen. Elec. (1)...... sevesessscesee 649 14% 15% —1% 
a” 1 2,700 Gen. Thea. Eq. 66600006060 % x — % 
oo 19% 500 Keith, pfd......... seccccoeeeoss 6D 19'4 19% —5% 
oe 0% 5,800 Loew (3)....0..0.00e5 ssecesceeee Se 20% ~ 22% — 2h 
se le 500 Do pref. (6%)....... sceecekes: an 6% 63% —1% 
B.. ‘ 2% 1,500 Madison Sq. Garden...cccccesse 3% 2% 2% — 
ar'4 17% 1,100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)....ccceseee 19% 7% 19% +1% 
14% 6 120 Orpheum, pref.......00. ececccce 7 OMG 61% —1% 
1i', 4% ft) eS eee cecceced 6'4 4% aM —1 
1 % 1,200 Pathe Exchange........ccessssess 1g 42 
HB 1% 2.100 Pathe, Class A.....e. 06606600888 3% 2% 2% —1 
10% 5 74,200 Radio Corp........ssees cssevscse «= S 5 54 — % 
‘ 2% oan reer rere bceescccccoes 3% 3 3% — % 
nm % Sr, SNE . docndcceideseteene Séeeee 4 M% % 
we 35 150 Universal, pr (8) coccese§ 38 3 3h —2 
ats 1% 25,500 Warner Bros. ...cccccccccs 600006 2 1% 1% — % 
) hile 100 Do pref..... - ° ae me! 5 5! —4%, 
DD 9 19% 143,700 Westinghouse (1)......ccccees : 245, 21% 237% — % 
CURB 
1% 1 3.500 De Forest Radio...ccccccccece oe ‘ 3 5 
ze ‘ 700 Fox Theatres........ evcvccce ’ % 
‘8 ‘ 1,800 Gen. Thea. E. pfd......-- eccese ‘ 1) ‘ — 
. 1% de aT: esecee it i — % 
a I's 8.200 Trans Lux eoee - I's o- | 
BONDS 
ms i £116,000 Gen. The E 0 a ‘ 3 + % 
. 4% 14,006 Keith 6 ee ree ees my 45 48 -—2 
1 coe 38.000 Loew ts. ‘4 ee ald TH 75 — 
ou 10,000 Patine 7 ,. oe ~— TH 70's TOs —6% 
4 HW 52,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6 eo cusekeon 45 40 40 —4% 
P 334 81,000 Par-Pub 8146's. "SO......-cccecce ’ 4) 33 a —7 
_ aw Meee Gee Ws. biccss 60s oKée ° 
in R 11 Shut e @’s. : 
1 288.000 Warns Bros ’ a 7 : 


Soudan Amuse. Corp.: State In- 
dus. Comm 'r.; $195.49. 


Yiddish Ensemble Players, Inc 
und Tenen Holtz; B. Finkelstei: 
1 $938. 20. 

Daily Mirror, Inc ° R Horowitz 


| $12.833. 











10 

News Syndicate Co., Inc.: S. H 
ber by gdn.: $750. } 

Benjamin David; Tishman Realt 
& Const. Co.: $272.45. 

Nannette Guilford; 260 West End 
Aven., Inc.; $1,177.40. 





j 

= | 
INCORPORATIONS 
New York | 

Albany, April 11.) | 

Rudy Vallee Orchestra Units Corp., | 
Manhattan; general orchestra busines 


100 shares no par | 
Keldo Managers, Inc., Manhattan. the 
atrical, cost 200 shares no par | 
The Farman Theatre Corp, Olean; | 
general theatrical $5,000 } 
Apex Films, Inc, New York pic 

business; $10,000. 

Estates Operating Co., 
theatrical: $5,000. 

EM and AR Amusement Corp., M 
hattan; theatrical: $20,000. 

Movietone Music Corp, Manhattar 
music, musical productions, plays, mov- | 
ing pictures; 10 shares no par. 

Abbott-Dunning, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 500 shares no par. 


imes; 


ture | 


Inc, Kings 


Trans-Air Broadcast Corp., New 
York; radio broadcasting; 6,000 shares 
no par. 

Walter Craig, Inc., Manhattan; radio 


broadcasting; 10 shares no par. 

Ridge Bowling Hall, Inc., Rochester; 
general business in furnishing amuse- 
ments of all kinds; 200 shares no par. 

Vide-Vox Corp. of America, Kings 
County: motion picture apparatus of 
all kinds; 100 shares no par. 


Behm Amusement Corp., Manhattan: 


theatrical; $5,000. 

Longacre Productions, Inc., New 
York; general theatrical; 200 shares no 
par. 

Aden Play Co., Ime., Manhattan 
operatic and theatrical productions; 


$20,000. 


Philbin .Amusement .Corp.,. Kings: 
amusement, indoors and out; $1,000 
Astrophel, Inc., New York; genera! 


theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Cinemotion Studios, Inc., Manhattan; 
motion pictures: 100 shares no par 

Charles Chrisdie Company, Inc., Mar 
hattan; theatrical productions; 200 
shares no par. 

Invincible Pictures Corp, Manhattan; 


motion picture business: $100,000 

Principal Distributing Corp, Manhat- 
tan; general picture business; 100 shares 
no par, 

Radio Screen Artist Production. Inc., 
Manhattan; general motion pictures; 
$20,000. 

Liberty Amusement Corp., Kings; the- 
atrical; $10,000. 


American Roumanian Film Corp., New 
York; picture films: 1,500 shares—-1,000 
preferred $100 and 500 common no par. 

Intimate Relations, Inec., Manhattan 
theatrical; 200, shares—100 preferred $100 
and 100 no par. 

Grantland Rice Sport Pictures Corp., 
Manhattan: 200 shares no par. 

Commonwealth Theatre, Inc., Manhat- 
tan: theatrical performances, entertain- 
ment of all kinds; 200 shares no par. 

The Westchester Playhouse, Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical: 200 shares no par. 

Milfran Corp., Manhattan; theatrical: 
300 shares no par. 

Theatre Craftsmen, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 11 shares no par. 


Film Production Corp., New York: 
realty, theatrical; $5,000. 
Electronic Laboratories, Inc., Kings: 


sound films, recording machines, musica! 
instruments; $20,000. 
Statement and Designation 
Flectric Television and Broadcast 
Corp., 100 West 10th street, Wilmington, 
Del.: apparatus for television and broad- 
casting: New York office 122 East 42d 
street, New York City; Charles C, Hasin, 
president; 500,000 shares no par. 
Change of Name 
From Action Pictures, Inc., 
tan, to Mayfair Pictures Corp. 
Change of Capital 
The Group Theatre, Inc., New York. 
1,000 shares no par value to 3,000 shares 
no par value. 


Manhat- 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, April 11 
Consolidated Music Publishers, Ltd.. 
County of Los Angeles: capital stock 


$75,000, $40 subscribed. FE. L. Wertheim, 


Henry R. Cohen, Renee Chaplow. 
Factor Finance Corp, County of Los 
Angeles (Max Factor make-up enter- 


prices): capital stock 1,900 shares, none 
subscribed. R. N. Nickels, L. K. Lam- 
dam, D. C. Davis. 
Dubuque, Ia., Apri! 11. 
Little Theatre, of Dubuque. No capi- 








March Production Averages 


In 18 Coast Studios 


(Educational and S lard Dark) 
Feature Studios 
—March 1932 Units Active—~ —Year Averages— 
Features Shorts Total 1931 1928-30 
MINOR SEIN -s ag cabs scat 6.3 -* 6.3 1.3 9 3° 
MING). so Wie rhea eles was ° 5.7 ee a.7 4.5 0 
GD . in 5S Cake eG Alaicate 4.2 cm &. §.2° 4.3* 
Qo eek thee eas .6 6s oe 2.9 °.9 4 6.2 
Se ask inaeeneens oe) Gee ae 2.9 3.1 4.6 
PaTAMGUMe .cbeacsacscs ss «620 ne 2.6 t.5 5.3 
COUR. és s Cote es cee ; t& ‘ 1.0 2,5 2.0 
ESRIGOR MPCINOR (kc kc cceese 1.0 1.0 1.4 2.1% 
a Soe awake sake am ° oe =) 1.9 
Leasing Studios 
pee. ae a rer eT a ee ] - 1.8 
heey La) | ae 1.0 ’ 8 ‘ 
BEOTORTOAM 66scccesscoeees rf i 1 6 
SO eg oo 
PEGLTODOHIER 65. cccicecice y 2.5 
A gl a er é ee a 1.1 
Comedy Studios 
TT cick isan 406 bas O0.06 A ; 1 1 ) 1.1 
OMOEE  tidgebasies seceree ° eo b oo 
Par Uiweweeiswws 06%.0006045 _— 4 ee 
Total Working Daily..... 30.4 1.9 32.3 35.1 49.0 
*Combined studios 
(Total units monthly: January, $0.7; February, 33.5; March, 32.3) 
35 F Completed in March, 1932 
“J 
5 Features Completed in March, 193 
Working Working 
Days Days 
Warne Carr-Monogram 
Tenderfoot tet eeeeeeeesneeeens “8 ‘Vanishing Men’ .......cccece — 
och Seconds’ ..... ceeseceses - <4 ‘arm of the Law’ ........000. ee 6 
"WTSRNOPr BONG AM o.6sas< eas ~4 ; 
‘Street of Women’ ...... sauces 24 Like-Weeks 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ ..........- ... 23 ‘Temptations’ Workshop’ ..... 6 
‘Suc essful Calamity’ ee eae. ‘Side en mee ae ee 5 
"LOVG:- 36 @ ROCKO occkcicsacas 18 Misc. 
Paramount And God Smiled’ 
World and the Flesh’ ........ 26 CCS ae) s@kctavciceres aa ae 
CE Ne as bh 5.4e SR dO EASY 32 ‘Phantom Express’ 
‘een ere 8 the BUM ..iccssoscce of : i : 
pe * ic) ape (CF TAMRKIUN<BIOROl) 2600660 eds 12 
Strange Case of Clara Deane 2S 
‘Get That Girl 
Metro 
6 ge ee a ae eee xf (Richard Talmadge) .....++. 12 
RE AG | go 0.5058 we Ke bvce 26 ‘Zombie’ 
“MAECOP ALE ccc cw escess seen eeee =3 (Halperin prods) 2668s s0ee8 , 41 
‘Nig ; PS Verdadeaeetservenvs 6 , 
ight Court , ‘Riders of the Desert 
Radio (Trem Carr-Sonoart) ...cese 7 
‘Bird of Paradise’ ..... seveccee OS ar enemns piney 
‘Roadhouse Murder’ .cccivecose oh eee ’ 
‘Sunrise Trail’ ....c« ss aae 13 (Fanchon Royer-Sonoart)... 7 
Universal ‘They Never Come Back’ 
‘Information Kid’ ........ re 26 (Supreme) «.++..+00. tereceee 7 
‘Destry of Death Valley’ ...... 25 ‘Riding King of Santa Fe’ 
Fox (Irving Briskin-Columbia) .. 6 
"Wotittea Americh 2. ccasice coooee 24 ‘Scariet Brand’ 
‘Woman in Room 13’ ........ eae (Burton King-Big 4) ....... 6 








six rolling. 


the busy lots in February, slid to 


going. Metro averaged one picture better than February, keeping five to 


Radio also increased activity slightly, but Universal and Paramount, 


under three pictures during March, 


Indies accounted for three units, slightly off from previously. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


department, have been dropped by 


Paramount. 

Joe E. Brown's Holdover 

E. Brown's ‘Square Crooks’ 
over for another week at the 


Joe 
held 





tal, purpose to acquire theatre for use 
in giving of operatic or dramatic enter- 
tainment or instruction. 
Massachusetts 

Boston Opera Company, Boston: can! 
tal, 2¢ shares no par stock. Incor- | 
porators: William P. Everts, Brookline 
Carl F. Schipper, Jr., Newtonville, and 


Grace Burke, Boston. 


PAR SHUFFLES CAST 
Hollywood, April 11. 
Walker, handling Para- 
talent school, will be 


Stuart 
mount’s new 


relieved of direction of ‘Merton of | 
the Talkies.’ William Beaudine will | 
step into the spot. 
Two other switches have Richard | 
sennett out of the ‘Countess of 
Auburn’ cast because the part is 
too small, and Jack Oakie for a 
similar reason out of ‘Merrily We 
(io to Hell.’ | 
George Barbier goes into the 
3ennett part. No substitute yet 


for Oakie, 
heftier role 


plated Olympis 


who was dragged for a 
in the studio's contem- 
film, vet untitled 





El Capitan. ‘Church Mouse’ with 
Colleen Moore due in last Sunday, 
laying off for the week. 

Making Actors Happy 

Warners started casting ‘Cabin 

[in the Cotton,’ ‘The Crooner,’ ‘Fu- 
gitives from a Prison Camp 
Blessed Event,’ ‘Central Park,’ 
‘Children of Pleasure’ and ‘They 
Call It Sin’ last week. 

‘Free Lady’ permanently shelved 
at Radio; decided story was too 
mmoral,. q 

A Big Secret 

Norma Talmadge returned hers 
secretly last Thursday without 
seeking a divorce in Pari Will 
probably try for a Reno separation 
in a few weeks 

Fairbanks Blows Tahiti 

Douglas Fairbanks is cutting his 
Sout Sea trip short and will re- 

n here May 7. Company has 
been gone for two months making 
scene for ‘Robinson Crusoe.’ 

Qualified 

Robert E. Bur who escaped 
wice from a Georzia chrin gang 
ind landed on the front pages. has 
been brought here Warners to 
help on the script of ‘J An i | 


tive from a Prison Camp.’ Fiim 
will be based on Burns’ book of the 
same title. 
Iwerks Sued 
U. E. Iwerks, cartoon animator, 
is being sued for $15,362 by A E. 
Reed for injuries he received when 
hit by the Iwerks’ car. 
Paul Sloane at Col 
Columbia starts ‘The 13th Man.’ 
mystery, and ‘Born to Troubie,’ 
western, Wednesday (13). Paul 


Sloane, former Radio director, goes 
to Columbia for ‘War Correspond- 





ent.’ 





Schulberg’s Added Job 
B. P. Schulberg has been elected 
to fill the spot on the Academy 
board of directors formerly held by 
Joseph Johnson, Winnie Sheehan 
tide deposed at Fox. 
Another ‘Promiscuous’ 
‘Promiscuous,’ play by John Craig 
| and John V. Watts, opens at the 
Theatre Mart tenight (11) for three 
| performances. Not connected with 
Dora Macy which 





the novel 
Metro picturizing. 


Federal! Jurisdiction 


ny 


is 





Consolidated Film Industries 1! is 
id the $1,475.009 insurance suit 
‘rowing out of the 1929 lab fire 
trans ‘ed to Federal court on 
showing that the parties involved 
are ré lent of several different 
states and of JFingland, 
| Bill Cody Vélashing Up 
Trem Carr is doing two North- 
vest Mounted pictures end to end 
to complete the Dill Cody series 
before the Intter’s contract expires 
April 21 Rex Pell replaces Cody 
on e Monogram roster, 
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NO OTHER PICTURE CAN EQUAL ITS BRILLIANT RECORD ® 
AS A MAKER OF STARS AND AS A MIGHTY BOX OFFICE HIT @® 


‘THE 


MIKACLE MA 





The most vital and the most powerful 
emotional story the screen has ever known. =" 
Pulsing anew with life! Thundering its mighty — 

message of big money business. Another 
real entertainment special from Paramount. 


SYLVIA 


SIDNEY 


in the role that made Betty Compson 
world famous. 


CHESTER 


MORRIS | 


as the boss crook. The part that 
lifted Thomas Meighan to stardom. 


IRVING PICHEL 


in another master role as the man 
who “‘cursed God’’! 


-- JOHN WRAY... 


as **The Frog’’! Lon Chaney’s 
famous role. 


HOBART BOSWORTH 


as **The Patriarch’”’ 








ROBERT. « « NED. «. « « 


COOGAN SPARK S 
BORIS KARLOFF . LLOYD HUGHES 


Directed by Norman McLeod. Adapted by 
Waldemar Young. From the story by 
Frank L. Packard and Robert H. Davis and 
« « « the play by George M.Cohan.. « « 
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Publix’s Revised Labor Schedules 
Will Save Over $100,000 Per Year 


Publix is taking the lead in mea- 
sures designed to cut down union 
labor overhead, with that chain 
alone, on basis of cuts quietly in- 
itiated so far, figuring to save an 
estimated $100,000 or more on the 
year. In one division alone, the 
saving is calculated to be $21,000 
between now and Sept. 1, 1933. 

This is the Harry Katz territory, 
embracing Indiana, Illinois and a 
small portion of western Ohio. 
Compared to other Publix divisions, 
it is comparatively small in both 
area and theatres, but it’s the first 
to be almost complete on cuts, with 
only Wood River, Ill., Alton Ill., and 
,loomington, Ind., still negotiating. 

Most of the other Publix divisions 
have only been partially set on re- 
ductions, while others have not 
started the offensive against opera- 
tors and stagehands as yet. Ina 
very few cases chops are being ob- 
tained from the musicians, 

In the majority of instances, Pub- 
lix is getting unions to take a slice, 
in many cases big, through auto- 


matic extension of contracts to 
Sept. 1, 1933. 

The Milt Feld de luxe division 
west to Denver, and the Dave 


Chatkin New England divisions, also 
have made numerous settlements. 
Publix chain is adhering to a policy 
in union matters of permitting the 
local operators to negotiate in their 
situations with stagehands and op- 
erators. If failing, the home of- 
fice through Willian F. Canavan 
and Harry Sherman, labor execs, 
take charge. 

Divisions as yet not coming 
through are M. J. Mullins’ mid- 
west and northwestern territory 
except for Des Moines, where a 5% 
cut by both unions has been effected, 
and George Walsh's Pennsylvania 
domain. Walsh reports that the 
Comerford territory has the most 
reasonable scales now of any di- 
vision. 


San Antonio, April 11. 

Harry Sherman, Publix labor ex- 
ecutive from New York, accom- 
panied by Lew Krouse, assistant 
president of ILA.T.S.E., are sched- 
uled to arrive in San Antonio to- 
morrow (Tuesday), to confer with 
stage hands who are holding off on 
a strike recently declared. Sher- 
man’s trip was postponed due to 
pleurisy. 

Several weeks ago the stage 
hands signed a contract reducing 
scale from $70 to $55, but later 
repudiated it, asking the ILA. to 
call out operators. Proposition of 
S. A. stage men now is that they 
will respect that contract if guar- 
antee is made that an indie house, 
Empire, will use a maintenance 
man, 

Currently not a single stage hand 
is employed in San Antonio the- 
atres, Booth men recently cut 
from $82.50 to $65. 





Carmel Myers Demands 
$6,000 from Defunct Co. 


Suit to collect $6,000, on an al- 
leged picture contract ‘of $1,500 
weekly to star in two films which 
never materialized, has been 
brought against Samuel Sax’s 
Gotham Productions, Inc., by Car- 
mel Myers in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court. 

The pictures in which Miss Myers 
was to star were ‘A Modern Sappho’ 
and ‘The Girl from Argentine.’ The 
alleged contract was entered into 
around March, 1928, but claimed to 
have never been fulfilled as Gotham 
went out of biz. 

Sax presently is head of the War- 
ner shorts production at the WB 
Brooklyn studios. Miss Myers is 
represented by Julius Kendler. 


P. A.’s Crack Chi ‘Trib’ 


Chicago, April 1L 


Local p. a.’s have finally opened 
up the Chicago ‘Tribune’ to readers 
and p. a. copy after the morning 
daily had consistently kept its pic- 
ture section clear of all press agent 
Stories. Only picture items besides 
the regular ads were the reviews by 
Mae Tinee and the Hollywood 
chatter. Might also count the time 
table, listing the starting time of 
the feature films in the loop. 

Led by Bill Pine, of Publix- B. & 
K., the press boys have convinced 
the paper that it had been denying 
its readers much worthwhile news 
items of interest to the regular pic- 
ture fans, 











STENCH BOMBS 


Epidemic Breaks Out Suddenly in 
Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, Apr. 11. 
Local stench suddenly 
burst into action again in two 
neighborhoods. The first bomb was 
found in the National on the south 


bombers 


side, while the second was discov- 
ered in the center aisle of the Mil- 
waukee before an explosion had 
taken place. 

The Capitol in West Allis was 


given a dose over the week-end, as 
was the Paradise. The Capitol had 
union help up to the Friday before 
the bombing, but all the other 
houses are thoroughly unionized. 


Miami, April 11. 
Three neighborhood theatres were 


bombed in what is believed another 








: 4 ° P - | 
labor jam which has involved Miami 


theatres for more than two 
Total Camage to the theatres was 
under $250 though in each instance 


years 


the bomb was exploded near the 
sound mechanism, 
The first bomb blew an 18-inch 


hole in the wall of the Coral Gables 
theatre which house was recently 
leased and opened by V. C. Seaver. 
A few moments later the Tower, in 
the center of Miami's residential 
district. was blasted. Broken glass 
fell around a child sleeping in a 
neurby apartment but the youngster 
was uninjured. 


CHI EXHIBS UNEXCITED 
OVER FOX POSTER RULE 





Chicago, April 11. 
Midwest exhibitors are doing 
some talking, but taking no action, 


on the new poster ruling sent out 
last week nationally by the Fox 
exchanges. Letter from the Fox 
offices to the exhibitors insisted 


must be returned 
to the exchange after use by the 
exhibs, the exchange taking this 
stand on the clause in the contract 
which states that the posters are 
merely ‘leased’ to the exhibs. So 
far, the exhibs have done no return- 
ing of the posters locally. They 
figure they've never done such 
things before, and don’t figure to 
start now. 

Several exhibs feeling that the 
exchange has gotten technical in its 
interpretation of the contract, are 
getting technical themselves, and 
are stating that if the exchange 
wants the poster it must come out 
to the theatre and get them, since 
there’s nothing in the contract 
about the return of the papers. 
Others are trying to clown by ask- 
ing the exchange for $10 a month 
service charge for rewrapping and 
delivery fees before they'll return 
the sheets. 

Still Re-renting 

From these indications it looks 
like the Fox office, at least in this 
town, is going to have a tough time 
getting those posters back and to 
halt the practice of re-renting 
posters by the exhibs, which prac- 
tice was the real reason for the Fox 
poster letter in the first place. This 
town has always been full of the 
re-renting gag by the indie exhibs, 
the theatres selling the used posters 
to the second-hand picture supply 
companies, who rented them out to 
the smaller houses. 

So far none of the exhibs have 
made any move to return these 
posters, and are waiting for Fox to 
make the next move. Some be- 
lieve that Fox may even take some 
exhib to the courts in order to make 
a test case of the matter. 

Universal exchange last year 
tried to stop this reselling epidemic 
by going so far as to offer the ex- 
hibs a healthy bonus for the return 
of the posters, the rebate figuring as 
high as one-half of the original 
charge. But it didn’t work, and the 
Universal exchange here which 
started the idea, quit the experi- 
ment after about six weeks. 


MAYBE AN AUCTION 
Easton, Pa., April 11. 
Frank W, Sandt, trustee in bank- 
ruptcy for Theatre Realty Co., has 
advertised that he will apply for an 
order to sell the theatre at North 
Third and Spring Garden streets. 


that the posters 








A hearing of the creditors will 
be held April 18, and if not opposed | 
the trustee will offer the property | 
at au¢ 


tion April 29, 





Springfield, Mass., April 11. 

Publix appears to be 
waging a policy-change mara- 
thon in its two theatres here. 
Since the start of this sea- 
son the Broadway has had 
vaudfilm, double features 
alone, and tav shows with } 
films. Beginning Sunday (10) 
a still different program was 
adopted, consisting of vaude 
and double 

The Paramount 
single features, double 
tures and vaudfilm, the lat- 
ter lasting a month only. This 
week the house has ‘Harlem 
Hot Shots’ on the stage 
also a feature film. 

Only stage opposition § is 
Fox-Poli with Fanchon & 
Marco shows, but notices are 
up in connection with Harry 
Arthur acquiring the circuit. 
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Cut Previews Kills 
L. A. Pact on Duals; 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Agreement between Los Angelés 
exhibitors to discontinue double 
billing is up in the air with the 
Skouras Brothers refusing to con- 
fine previews to picture houses 
charging an admission of 50c or 
over. 

Agreement was ready for official 
okay by the exhibitor body last 
week all of whom had agreed to 
discontinue double billing as soon 
as their existing contracts had ex- 
pired. At that time, the matter of 
previews was taken up and it was 
understood that the Skouras agreed 
to show previews only at neighb 
houses charging the four-bit or ove 
admission. 

Skouras later wanted 
ment changed so that several 25c 
houses could preview features. 
Other exhibitors claim that the pre- 
viewing is only another name for 
double billing when the _ initial 
showings are given in the cheaper 
houses. 


the agree- 





Fox-West Coast has long used 
the previews to build up sick 
houses. Skouras claim that it 


wants to use them in the same man- 
ner. 

Double billing agreement is now 
tabled until Skouras Bros, call off 
the low priced previews. 


Metro’s ‘Emma’ Booking 
Irks Calif. Exhib Body 


San Francisco, April 11. 

A film booking dissension arising 
over Metro’s ‘Emma’ is causing an 
animated discussion among mem- 
bers of the California Theatres As- 
sociation, with Golden State and its 
associated T. & D. circuit threaten- 
ing to withdraw from the organiza- 
tion. 

Bob McNeill, president of the 
Golden State chain, which operates 
a number of naborhoods in Oak- 
land, claims Metro acted unfairly 
when it sold ‘Emma’ exclusively to 
Fox-West Coast in that city. When 
Fox played the Marie Dressler pic- 
ture in one of its downtown houses 
and advertised it as not to be shown 
in any other Oakland theatre Mc- 
Neill’s ire reached a peak and he 
has had the Association members 
called together for arbitration in the 
case. 





NETH’S HOUSE HELD UP, $600 
Columbus, April 11. 

Two robbers got $600 in hold-up 
of the Eastern theatre here Sunday 
night. They waited for the man- 
ager to leave with funds to be de- 
posited in vault, then forced him 
and two operators back into the 
house where they bound them, 

Funds were complete take for 
Sunday. House is owned by J. Real 
Neth. 

Investigation of the holdup of the 
RKO Palace here last Feb. 21 was 
reopened over the weekend when 
two detectives, the cashier involved 
in the crime and the policeman who 
lost his gun to the bandits left for 
Indianapolis to attempt to identify 
four men held there. Two of the 
suspects claim’ residence here. 
Stolen at the time was $3,504, 





Tyrone Power, Jr., Set 
Hollywood, April 11. 
Tyrone Power, Jr. hag been set 
for his first picture, 


Undecided | 


‘Outlaw’ Union Enjoined 


Minneapolis, April 11 

A temporary restraining order is- 
sued by the district court here for 
bids members of the Independent 
Motion Picture Operators, Inc., fron 
| picketing the Nile and Lake the 
atres, local neighborhood houses 
| Louis H. Kopman, owner of the 


| Nile, seeks to coliect $500 damages 


i which is a union minus A, F. of L 


Skouras’ Refusal to 
| 











He goes into ‘Browp of Culvar’ | 
at Universal. Boy ta M4. j 


Spielers, Free Acts, Pitchmen 
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Turning L. A. Theatre Lobbies 


Into Circus for Stray Coins 


A oe 





From Picketing in Minn. 


from the Independent organization 


affiliation. In the court actions, 
Burt Carlisle, vice-president and 
business manager, and William 


Gage are named defendants 


Both theatres employ operators 
belonging to the Motion Picture 
Operators’ Union, Local 219, which 
is recognized by the Minnesota 
State Federation of Labor and the 
American Federation of Labor. The 


owners claim their theatres are be- 
ing picketed by the Independents in 
retaliation for picketing of the Falls 
theatre, another neighborhood house 
here, because the latter employs a 
member of the Independent group. 

According to Kopman’'s complaint, 
Carlisle came to him March 21, 
1932, and told him if he would em- 
ploy an Independent operator and 
if Local 219 then picketed Kopman’s 
theatre, he, Carlisle, would see that 
two additional theatres employing 
Local 219 operators also would be 
picketed. Kopman also alleges the 
defendants have been intimidating 
his patrons and, thus, damaging his 
business. 


NEW PUBLIX PUB.-ADV. 
SWITCHES AND OUTS 





Reorganization of the Publix ad- 
vertising-publicity department 


der Arthur Mayer has resulted in} 
several switches and a few outs. 
Under the realignment so far or- 


dered by Mayer, economy is realized 


in that some of the contact men at! 


the home office are doubling up on 
territories. 

Given notice, effective Saturday 
(16), are J. C. Furman, advertising 
contact for Dave J. Chatkin and the 
Publix-Skouras setup; Fred Keeter, 
trade paper publicist and cost con- 
trol worker; and Don Hoobler, In- 
diana-Illinois contact for Harry 
Katz, on an indefinite leave of ab- 
sence, Hoobler has been ill. 

George Brown, contact for the 
Comerford division, will take over 
Furman’s New Jersey territory, 
while George Plank, southeastern 
contact rep, will add to his division 
the Publix-Skouras string. Rodney 
Bush, in addition to his general as- 
sistant duties at the h. o., will as- 
sume Hoobler‘s Indiana-TIllinois ter- 
ritory. 

Earl Long and Irving Water- 
street go out of the h. o, to assume 
territories in the field on advertis- 
ing and publicity. Long, going to 
Duluth on F&R theatres, formerly 
split New England with Richmond 
Dorman, who now will handle all of 
the Down East territory. Water- 
street goes into the midwest with 
headquarters at Omaha. 

I'urman can switch to a field post 
but may join the operating depart- 
ment, in which he has had experi- 
ence, 


Third Robbery in ’32 


For the third time this year, the 
72d St. Playhouse, New York, had its 
safe blasted last week, losing about 
$390. 

The thieves forced an entrance 
through the roof, 


MISSING MGR. REPORTS 


/.namosa, Ia., April 11. 
Charles Niles, 19, manager and 
part owner of the Niles theatre, 
was reported safe in Detroit after 
having disappeared the same night 
(April 3) as $300 in receipts, 
Niles’ report to the police was 


un-| 


/_B&K’s Loop Price Cut 





that he had been waylaid after | 
leaving the theatre by two armed | 
men who forced hirn to drive them | 
to Detroit, where, after relieving | 
him of the money, they turned him } 
loose in his car with money enough | 
to get home, i 


Los Angeles, April 11 

Already sporting barkers, down- 
town de luxe and grind houses are 
cluttering up their lobbies with free 
icts and commercial displays in an 
attempt to gather a few more ad- 

issSions 

l’or the past six months all houses 
have been working the barkers 
overtime Now punch and judy 
shows, chalk talkers, magicians, 
rapid calculators and automobile 


displays have been added, with the 


barkers and the free acts and sales- 


men competing to out yell each 
other. 

RKO in addition to its announcer 
has a new Plymouth auto stuck in 
the entrance. Opposite the car is 
1 mentalist who tells all or only 
part, Warners Downtown has a 
judy show in its 2x4 lobby. Gag 
has a tough time working between 
two lobby frames that take up 


about all the available space, 
Sleeping in Ice 

Recently the Orpheum had a mug 
sleeping in a block of ice in the 
lobby. Guy picked a nice time to 
do the frigid slumbering as it was 
the middle of the rainy season. 

Other houses, mostly the grind- 
ers, are leasing their lobby space to 
trick merchants selling jewelry and 
other gee-gaws. Most of them are 
graduated pitch men gone high hat 
for a short spell. Theatres, wise 
to the ways of the itinerant mer- 
chants are charging a_ straight 
rental for the space. One tried a 
percentage arrangement, only to 
find that most of the customers who 
patronized the stand were rated as 
shills when the pay-off came, 

Way the theatres are piling up 
the gags and acts in their lobbies, 
most of the fronts are beginning te 
look like bargain basements, 





May Be Oriental’s Balcony 


Chicago, April 11. 

B. & K. ig seriously considering 
following up its cheaper balcony 
seat plan, which has worked out 
well at such neighborhood houses as 
the Regal and Belmont. B. & K. has 
discovered that it pulls people into 
the balcony who haven't been 
around to the theatre in a long 
while, and that the downstairs sale 
is hurt hardly at all. 

Of most moment is the discussion 
concerning the clip of the balcony 
rates at the loop deluxe Oriental. 
B. & K. has formerly hesitated to 
cut prices generally, since it has 
discovered by experiments’ that 
wholesale reduction of admission 
tariff in no case has boosted the 
gross above former averages. But 
the idea is that the twin scale, 
charging the regular present prices 
for the downstairs pews and cutting 
the upstairs rate won't bring about 
this reaction. Balcony at the Ori- 
ental particularly has been a wide 
open spaces during most of the eve- 
nings these past weeks. B, & K. 
feels that any coin that can be en- 
ticed into the upper reaches is just 
that much money to the good. 
Present scale for the house is Tic at 
weekday evenings, ard 85c for the 
holiday nights. Plan is to slice 25e 
off the admission for the balcony 
trade, : 

Basis of the belief that a sliced 
admission rate, at least for a por- 
tion of the house, would be desirable 
is the fact that the house -ranages 
to get along okay in the afternoon, 
when the prices are down to 35c and 
50c, but starves in tne night. This 
is based on the acknowledgment 
that the Oriental is strictly the 
house for the cheaper classes in the 
loop, the flappers, the shopgirls and 
the poorer femme element. For this 
crowd it’s believed that the two-bit 
slice would be the enticer for the 
evening hours. 

This is the only house in the loop 
which B. & K, figures a cut might 
zo. The Chicago is set to stick at 
the present rates, as are the three 
run houses—United Artists, Me 
Vickers, and Roosevelt. 


re ED 


Radio Testing Don Wood 
RKO-Radio is testing Donalé@ 
Wood, stock player, in the company 
at the Riviera, New York. 
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BARBARA STANWYCK in “SHOPWORN” A_ 
SENSATION —SOCKING DEPRESSION FOR 
LOOP ALL OVER THE COUNTRY! 


NEW YORK—Paramount—“Shopworn”, house trotting toward $60,000— Variety 
BROOKLYN—Paramount—“Shopworn” will finish to a fine $55,000. —Variety 


CHICAGO—Chicago Theatre—Heavy business at $45,900 despite Holy Week. 
Previous picture $30,800. — Variety 
INDIANAPOLIS—“Shopworn” tops Indianapolis with $25,000 at Indiana Tone. 
— Variety 

. BALTIMORE—Keith’s—Big Money, $20,000. Previous picture $12,000— Variety 
. BUFFALO—Lafayette Theatre—Record Sunday draw and approached an all-time 
draw, more than doubling par. Gross $19,400—(Average, $8,500.) —M. P. Daily 


“ PITTSBURGH— Warner—*Shopworn” Barbara Stanwyck coming along as B. O. 
figure. Should muster better than $9,000; above recent average; previous pic- 
ture $7,000. — Variety 


DES MOINES—Paramount—“Shopworn” took $1,000 over average for four days 
with $7,000. —M. P. Daily 


SOME BUSINESS! 
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Block Booking Legal 





(Continued from page 4) 
eompetition. They quote the de- 
cision in this respect: 

‘The method of negotiation which 
has been condemned by the Com- 
mission, does not disclose a danger- 
ous tendency unlawfully to hinder 
competition, nor does it create a 
monopoly.’ 

Another leading paragraph in the 
decision, setting aside old _ indie 
complaints and _ chilling further 
such appeals to the Government, is 


pointed out in this reading: 


‘The respondent has lawfully ex- 
ercised its right to sell its product 
to the best advantage and in such 


quantities and to such persons as 


it chooses. It neither has a 
monopoly and, apparently, not the 
ability to acquire one. The per- 


centage of the pictures produced in 


the film rentals received have pro- 
gressively declined during the 
period covered. The means and 


methods employed in marketing its 
films to prospective cus- 
tomers are matters within the busi- 
ness judgment of a private pro- 
ducer of films and with it 
the legal right to bargain and 
negotiate as the respondent did.’ 
That Chi Decision 


leases of 


carries 


At the conclusion of an all-day 
eonterence lawyers for the fi'm 
companies decided in New York 


that the decision handed down oy 
the Chicago Federal Court is essen- 
tially the same as the ruling of the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeais 
which legalizes block booking. 

Premature reports, and what 
called ‘wrong interpretations,’ had 
picture heads puzzled so that the 
lawyer confab was immediately 
sounded. 

The story in 


are 


the daily papers 
made it appear that the Chicago 
Federal Court had found just the 
opposite of what the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Washington 
had ruled two days before. How a 
lower court and a higher court 
could be at such odds was de- 
termined by the legal minds when, 


upon perusing the decision of the 
Federal District Court in Chicago, 
they found that: 


(1) They could not act in concert 
Or collusively, but they could sell 
Or rent their pictures as they 
pleased, 

(2) If they acted in concert they 
Were forever enjoined from so dc- 
ing. 

The film company lawyers, sens- 
ing the hypothetical condition, de- 
cided not to interpose a defense, 
because, as their spokesmen later 
put it, there was no occasion to 
fight. 

Agreement was to accept the de- 
Cision at its full value: that they 
agree to be enjoined any time they 
act collusively because they are 
not acting in concert. Therefore the 
‘no exception.’ 

The Chicago action was _ insti- 
tuted three years ago by the De- 
partment of Justice working in 
Conjunction with a group of indie 
exhibitors. 

As matters now 
cago findings, say distributor rep- 
resentatives, place legal approval 
not only on block booking but also 
countenance zoning and protection 


stand the Chi- 





Chicago, April 11. 
Judge Woodward's document 
neither declared block booking un- 
lawful nor affirmed its legality, ac- 
cording to local interpretation. In 
Other words, it left controversy 





{ 





where it was 

proceedings. 
All tHat the decree seems to do 

is to reiterate the principles of the 


at the start of the 


anti-Sherman act, repeat the alle- 
gations regarding block booking 


and other practices charged by the 
government, and to declare that de- 





TWO ARRESTED INN. Y. 
SIGN WRITERS STRIKE 


While two members of the New 
York Sign Writers, Local 230, are 
in jail on a 30-day stretch on sus- 





picion of lobby interference, the im- 


passe between chains and the union, 





latter on strike, is widening, and | 
inumerous Broadway signs are being 
| held up. Adding to ruined lobby 
|}fronts and signs, splashed with ink 
during the past week, Sign Writers | 
called out the tinsmiths Saturda 
(9) in sympathy with their st 


fendants were hereby restrained 
from further pursuit of these acts 
if and when these practices have 
been or are proved in violation of 
the law. Now.iere in the decree } 
does Judge Woodward find for on 
against block booking or find de 

fendants guilty of performing any 


acts alleged in petition 

Reported imside that the 
distributors consented to such decree 
to avert further heavy expense en- 
tailed in fighting the case. Opposi- 
tion also was willing to call it draw 
as long as it had a court decree to 
show the Senate in the event an 
investigation demanded what it had 
been doing recently about anti- 
trust cases, 


angle is 


Hollywood's Fear 


(Continued from 
the hat 
even the housemaids—beautiful girls 
all; each the belle of her own small 


page 3) 


check girls, the saleswomen, 


town, each faring forth to Holly- 
wood—the goal of beautiful women 
—proud, confident, ambitious, and 
each now an example of the heart- 
break of failure. Whichever way 
you turn you see tragedy, living 


stories of frustrated hopes, piteoys 
pictures of souls crushed. 


‘The extras, waiting, waiting. 
Actually hungry, many of them, 
alone in their rooms, forever wait- 


ing for a cali. And outside, luxury, 

magnificence, plenty. Their life 

goes by them—as they're waiting. 
The Stars 


‘Is the star any better off? Does 
she look her best today? What are 
those little lines about her eyes— 


> 


Women know the tragedy 
Will the story protect 


wrinkles? 
of a wrinkle. 








her; shall some unknown steal the 
picture; does the director under- 
stand her; are the costumes kind | 
to her? 


‘The director, today at least, will 


he be able to light a spark in his 
cast? Yesterday they were sticks, 
clods, graven images. The rushes 


were abominations, the supervisor’s 
pig-headedness beyond sufferance. 
And yet, is it his own fault? Did 
he make the hideous mistake of ac- 
cepting a bad script? Is it a theme 
that the public, fickle tyrant, will 
have none of? Poor fellow,’ com- 
miserates Miss Baum, ‘there can be 
no answer to the doubts that tor- 
ment him till it’s too late to help.’ 

So many elements contribute to 
the making of a picture, she points 
out, so many problems are involved, 
so many factors are important, that 
no one person can be blamed for its 
ultimate success or failure. One 
small item may be wrong, and so 
destroy the chances of a film that 
spells triumph in all its other de- 
partments. Yet, when a picture is 
a failure, everyone connected with 
it has failed. That is Hollywood 
justice. There is no recourse, and 
so the fear of association with a flop 
picture undermines the courage of 
everyone working on it, from the 
producer to the supervisor and so 
on down the ranks, 

In Miss Baum’s own field, writ- 


| 


| 





Tinsmithns make up the electri 
letters which are hung by the sign 
writers. Their walk immediately 
left the Astor theatre sign work on 
‘Grand Hotel’ hanging in the air. 
Only the letters 
terday (Monday). Picture 
tonight (Tuesday). None are in the 
marquee. Meanwhile RKO, through 


a non-union shop yesterday (Mon- 
day) began getting up its marquee 
lights for the Thursday night (14) 
Pp n 

Sir the signwriters walked, all 


houses are receiving clos¢ 
police attention. Friday morning 
at 4 a. m., in the Paramount 
two men, Paul Reynolds and Henry 
Gallagher, were arrested. Par and 
Loew attorneys prosecuting, they 
were sentenced Sy Magistrate Gott- 
lieb to 30 days in the workhouse, 
specific charge being disorderly 
conduct. Loew attorney asked 
to take into consideration the 
damage to the Astor and other 
houses supposedly by these men or 


Broadway 


judge 


‘GRA’ were up yes- | 
opens | 


lobby P | 





other members of the union. 
It was reported Sign Writers} 
might consider a 4%% cut from 


scale first asked for, but up to yes- 
terday (Monday) no such proposi- 
tion had come forward. In addition 


to wanting 20% reduction under 
new contract, major chains want 
elimination of double time for 


Saturdays and changes in several 
clauses, some of which, it is claimed, 
bear only on outdoor advertising 
and do not affect theatres. 





ing, she the same dread men- 
ace as concerns the film field. ‘One 


day a writer’s supervisor calls him 


sees 


in, tells him he has written a bad 
line. The next day the whole town 
knows. There are many great men 


and women in Hollywood, great ex- 
ecutives, great creative minds, but 
none is great enough to escape the 
fear of failure. 

Supreme Sufferer 

‘The more sensitive the artist 
more he's tried. First he has his 
own standards to meet, then he 
must meet the Hollywood standard 
—box office success, and last, and 
most agonizing of the mental tor- 
ments he’s subjected to in Holly- 
wood, is the omnipresent wonder 
and worry of whether his contract 
will be renewed. He's wondering, 
and so is everyone else. 

‘You know, if an author writes a 
novel and it creates no great stir, 
no one is the wiser and no one is 
the loser, the author has spent a lit- 
tle time that did not prove profitable, 
that’s all. gut in Hollywood when 
a writer has done something for a 
picture which was not successful, 
the town hums with discussion and 
a tremendous investment, the price 
of a picture production is charged 
against him on an invisible ledger. 

‘Sometimes one wonders if a siz- 
able salary is full compensation.’ 


the 














Picture Possibilities 





‘Child of Manhattan’—Favorable 


‘CHILD OF MANHATTAN’ 
Looks like a cinch for pictures. 


(Comeecy, 


Peggy Fears, Fulton). 


Applies to anywhere because of its 


dancehall locale. Ibee. 
‘Moon in the Yellow River’—Unfavorable 
‘MOON IN THE YELLOW RIVER’ (Comedy-drama, Theatre Guild, 
Guild), 
A confused Irish play that doesn’t seem to have a chance reaching 
the screen. lbee. 
‘Marching By’—Unfavorable 
MARCHING BY’ (musical come Shub 16th Street) 
They re not doing musicals Ho ve 1 and anvhow this one too 
ld is ned Ibee 
‘Money In the Air’—Unfavorable 
‘MONEY IN THE AIR’ (mystery play, Frank Rowland, Ritz). 

Flurry of mysteries on Broadway may snow this one under. Hasn't 
enough novelty to enhance screen chances. lbee. 
‘Night Over Taos’—Favorable 

‘NIGHT OVER TAOS’ (Drama, Group Theatre, 48th Street). 


A historical drama set in 


the U. S. Should be better for 


the early 
films 


New 


than stage 


days of Mexico when ceded to 


Ibee. 


‘Happy Landing’—Unfavorable 


‘HAPPY LANDING’ (Comedy, the Shuberts, 46th Street). 
Idea may be fair enough, but too many more effective aviation pictures 
have already been made, lbee. 
‘We Are No Longer Children’—Unfavorable 
‘WE ARE NO LONGER CHILDREN’ (Comedy, W. A. Brady, Jr., 


Booth). 


Doubtful picture value since the theme too strongly stresses illicit love. 


From the French. 


Ibee. 


‘Intimate Relations’—U nfavorable 


RELATIONS’ 
an illegitimate son, 


‘INTIMATE 
Dealing with 
his, 
filming. 


(Forbes 
patronage by the mother 
and the lad’s romance, makes this material that’s practically out for 


& Lawren, Ambassador). 


that isn’t 


‘Bloodstream’—Unfavorable 
‘BLOODSTREAM’ (Drama, Sidney Harmon, Times Square). 


A prison play with convict characters detailed in a coal mine. 


sive theme against screen chances. 


*‘Border-Land’—Unfavorable 


‘BORDER-LAND’ 


(Mystery drama, Philip Gerton, 
One of the mysteries that Hollywooa is least likely 


Depres- 
Idee. 
Biltmore). 
to buy. Ibee. 


‘Life Begins’—Unfavorable 


‘LIFE BEGINS’ 
Maternity 


(Comedy drama, 
rather a delicate 


subject 


Joseph Santley, Selwyn). 


for the screen. Entire action in 


two hospital scenes with an indicated taxi birth which could hardly be 


filmed, 


Ibee. 


‘Too True to Be Good’—Unfavorable 


‘TOO TRUE TO BE GOOD’ 


for screen there would likely be 
brilliant moments. 


Comedy, Theatre Guild, Guild). 
Picture rights probably retained by the author (C. B. 
restrictions. 


Shaw). If sought 
Quite sermonistic but has 
Ibee. 


‘Housewarming’—Unfavorable 


‘HOUSEWARMING’ (Comedy, 
Small town story with 
for screen, 


Ann 
a character 


Ayres, 
set-up 


Hopkins). 
that provides no material 
lbee. 





Korda to Make Two 
Berlin, April 2. 
Julius Aussenberg, former repre- 
sentative of Fox Film Co. in Berlin, 
is back from London and Paris. 
He made an agreement with the 
Hungarian director, Alexander 
Korda to produce in London Tobis 
studio two versions in English and 
German of Elisabeth Bergner pic- 
tures, under Dr. Paul Czinner’s di- 
rection. One of the pictures is to 
be based on the play ‘Melo.’ 


U’s Kyne Serial 
Hollywood, April 11. 
Universal bought Peter B. Kyne's 
‘Tie That Binds’ as story material 
for the serial, ‘Heroes of the West,’ 
previously announced. 











J. J. Partridge Dies 


Hollywood, April 11. 
J. J. Partridge, San Francisco 
branch manager for Paramount and 
14 years with the organization, died 
on Friday (8). 
Two days previously he had ex- 
perienced a heart attack. 





Duff at Metro 
Hilolly wood, April ai. 

Warren Duff, who has been writ- 
ing at Tiffany, has joined the Metro 
staff with his first assignment to 
dialog ‘Turn to the Right.’ 

Picture is for Jimmy Durante and 
William Haines. Al Pelton-Irving 
Starr agency handled. 



































THIS WEEK (APRIL 9) 


Eighth Week of Record Breaking Personal Appearance Tour 





EW YORK 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
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MERRILY WE ROLL 
ALONG! 


GOOD pictures sock depression 
RIGHT on the schnozzola! 


““TARZAN, The Ape Man” is M-G-M’s current sock! 
BUT we've “got a million of ’em—a million!” 
THE WET PARADE — Knocks Washington, D. C. for loop in M-G-M’s 


smash opening! Dorothy Jordan, Walter Huston, Jimmy Durante, Lewis Stone, Myma Loy, Robert 
Young, Neil Hamilton, Wallace Ford, John Miljan. 


LIMPY — JACKIE COOPER and ‘CHIC’ SALE. What a combination for 
laughs and heart-throbs! 


NIGHT COURT — Boston opening with typical M-G-M ballyhoo packs 


State Theatre! Walter Huston, Phillips Holmes, Anita Page, Lewis Stone, Jean Hersholt, John 
Miljan, Tully Marshall. 


JOAN CRAWFORD in LETTY LYNTON —“ Possessed” takes a back 


seat. This is her top romantic thriller! Guess who they love to see make love to beautiful 
Joan. Robert Montgomery, of course! 


RAMON NOVARRO in HUDDLE—Romance! Thrills! That’s what your 
public wants! A new romantic role for Ramon. With Madge Evans, Una Merkel, Ralph Graves. 


GARBO in AS YOU DESIRE ME — Need we say more? 
MARIE DRESSLER and POLLY MORAN in PROSPERITY — 


It’s what the doctor prescribes for that tired box-office feeling! 


YG) TONIGHT! “GRAND HOTEL” 
<-(%. )* OPENS AT THE $2 ASTOR! = 
An Event in Motion Picture History! 


\DW YN - MAYER 


The Hell With Depression!- 
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Franklyn’s Indie; Bea 
Curtis on Loan from Fox 


Beatrice Curtis and James Hall 
are set for ‘For Hire,’ indie talker 
Irwin R. Franklyn is producing in 
the east. Miss Curtis is the daugh- 
ter of Jack Curtis, RKO vaude 
agent, and while having a Fox con- 
tract, will play in ‘Hire’ until the 
major studio calls her. 

Norma Talmadge is out as a cast 
possibility, which marks the picture 
return of Francis X. Bushman. 
Others in the cast are Robert 
Keane, Brian Donnlevy, Claire 
Whitney and Virginia Whiting. 

Understood Miss Curtis’ first 
mame is due for a change. Fox re- 
cently sent her back from the coast 


Publix Stays in Ky. 


Publix will continue operation in 
Lexington, Ky. The deal, recently 
considered, to lease its two theatres 
in that situation to John Elliott, lo- 
cal independent, is declared off. 

Elliott is Publix’s strongest op- 
posish in the town. 





Roach Keeps Marshall 
Hollywood, April 11. 
George Marshall has a new long 
termer at Hal Roach. 
Has been directing the Pitts-Todd 
series. 








telling her she'd be called within 
eight weeks. 

Production starts this week at the 
Ideal Studios in New Jersey. 














Here’s Something! 


“For Its Size 





ENTERTAINERS 


Now 
at the RKO COLISEUM 
New York City 


Are the MOST VERSATILE 


Pit Band That | Have 
Ever Heard” 


PAUL 


WHITEMAR 








——onn 


Should Apologize 





Chicago, April 11. | 

Things are getting tougher, ' 
Stickup man stepped up to the 
cashier’s window of the Mary- 
-land, south side B. & K. house, 
and demanded the roll. Maud- 
line Rickey, cashier, surrend- 
ered all the cash she had, 

It was $5. 


Chi Stagehands 














| Offer Relief in 


| 


| 
} 
| 





Chicago, April 11. 
While numerous meetings and 
confabs went on last week among 
indie exhibs and labor factions, the | 
stagehands union came through| 
with a voluntary reduction of 20% 
for all picture houses. Move was 
made by the back-stage men in an- 
ticipation of letting the bars down 
|somewhat for those houses trying 
|to bring back stage shows. 
| At present there are only three 
|major picture houses downtown 
| with stage shows, and a few Sat- 
urday and Sundays in the neigh- 
| borhoods. At an indie meeting last 
| week about 100 members of the Al- 
lied bunch declared they would go 
{out of business by June 1, unless im- 
mediate and substantial relief was 
forthcoming and business picked up. 
Meanwhile the Operators’ union, 
led by Tom Maloy, held a series of 
| conferences within and without the 
organization, checking up on indi- 
| vidual exhibs, going over each one’s 
problems and summarizing generally 
in an attempt to reach a workable 
agreement which will be acecptable 
to both sides and permit the houses 
to stay open this summer. Maloy’s 
organization is determined to help 
the exhib cause and its own at the 
| same time. What differences there 
| may have existed between the two 
factions in the past is momentarily 
forgotten in the present concen- 
trated effort to effect a mutual un- 
| derstanding and aid. 





' 


| Brandt’s 2 Films, Vaude 
In Two Theatres at 25c¢ 


Double features and a vaude bill 
of five or six acts at a 25c admis- 
sion is in prospect for the Cosmo- 
politan, New York, and the Empire, 
Brooklyn. Overtures are under way 
by Harry Brandt, indie exhib, for 
a lease on both houses, 

Cosmopolitan and Empire are 
now dark. Cosmo last attempted 
foreign talkers. Empire was a bur- 
lesque spot. 

Intention to add vaude to dou- 
ble features, with film embracing 
anything that can be found on sub- 
sequent run, will amount to the first 
move around New York to go dou- 
| ble-billing one better. 





| Theatre Owner ‘Fronts’ 
|For Employe Who Skipped 


Springfield, Mass., April 11. 

Voluntarily returning from New 
York with $210 left of $350 he had 
taken from the Arcade theatre safe, 
Charles J. Costello, 36, was arrested. 
Later he was given a suspended 
sentence of two months in jail. 

Nathan Goldstein, owner of the 
Arcade, provided bail for Costello, 
a trusted employe for many years. 
| Goldstein informed the court that 
Costello would remain in the employ 
of the theatre. He also endeavored 
to have the complaint dismissed. 


| Barr's Publix S. W. Div. 


| 
| 
| 








New Orleans, April 11. | 
Maurice F. Barr has been placed | 
|in charge of the Publix southwest- 
ern de luxe houses in Houston, Fort 
Worth, Dallas, San Antonio, Gal- 
veston, Austin, Waco and New 
Orleans. Barr formerly directed the 
Publix houses in New Orleans to 
which post Robert Blair, now man- 
ager of the Saenger, has succeeded. 
Barr was for many years division 
manager of the Saenger houses. 


Rex W. Midgley Suicides 


| 
San Francisco, April 11. 
Rex W. Midgley, 40, owner of the 
| American theatre, Oakland, and an 
/extensive real estate holder, com- 
| mitted suicide in one of his apart- 
ment houses April 7. 

Belleved he killed himself er 














financial worries. 


i XED at 
| Horowitz, and which, federal offi- 


|cials said, involved a monthly col- | as assistant. 
Own 20% Cut lection of approximately $60,000. 
| 0 | 
_ 
| 


HORWITZ ARRESTED 


Lottery Charge On 
Mexico Radio Station 


RKO Shakeup in Frisco 
ste Shifts Theatre Staffs 


San Francisco, April 11. 
The axe fell at RKO’s three Bay 
Houston, April It. district houses this week letting out 
Will Horwitz, indie film chain | several managers and p. a.’s and 
owner and operator of radio station 
XED at Reynosa, Mexico, his wife, 
and three others were arrested at 


Faces 





reducing Salaries of others, Out 


are Don Austin, manager of the 


Brownsville, Tex., last week, under | Oakland Orpheum; Mike Garrity, 
harge of conspiracy to violate the | assistant manager of the local Or- 

federal laws against lotteries. pheum; Emil Umann, Orph p. a 
Others under arrest are Manuel|and Arvid LTrickso: Golden Ga 

B. Guerra, Manuel C. Gonzales and] P. 4 

Milton G. Hall, the latter formerly As district manager for RKO 

program director for KTRH here. Jack Gross also goes into the 


Allegations grew out of the op-|Golden Gate as manager, with 
eration of a raffle over station] Bryant Wiest moving over to the 
operated by | Oakland house and Neil Crowley 

coming from Oakland to the Gate 


Reynosa, 











FATAL SLEEP 
Galveston, April 11. 
Waldo L. Watson, 29, salesman 
for Liberty Film Export Co. of 
Dallas, died here of injuries re- 
ceived when he fell asleep at the 
wheel of truck, | 


FREDA 
SULLIVAN 


Featured Dancer 
With F. & M. 


“STITCH IN TIME” Idea 
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HF bore s'the CHAIR DESIGNED 
FOR THE NEW EARL CARROLL 




































3 o rT ry Tha bile insta: patre : to relax, Heavy 
P > | pholstered back ts covered with coral 


mabair plush of brilliant modernistic de- 
- Mign. Seat ts full spring of mattress com- 
/ fork edge type. Atshe lights are hidden, 




















@A chair, beautiful in its simplicity, unique in its departure from 
the ordinary. Achair, good enough tobechosen from among many 
as the one meeting Mr. Carroll’s exactions and most in harmony 
withthe spiritand motifofEarlCarroll’s 
_ the New Earl Carroll Theatre in 

ew York. Specially made by the 
American Seating Company, 3000 of 
these chairs contribute greatly to mak- 
ing this the peer of all legitimate play- 
houses. Deep and roomy, they are 
as comfortable and sturdy as they are 
beautiful, with qualities which make 
for better acoustics and sound recep- 
tion, To owners and managers who 
wish something outstanding in seating, 
we offer the facilities of this organiza- 
tion of seating specialists, who for halfa 
century have pioneered all the advance- 
ments now obtainable ia theatre seat- 
ing. You are invited to avail yourself 
of this service without obligation. 


American Seating Company 


a Makers of Dependable Seating for Churches 
Schools, and Theatres 


: General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
~~" Branches in All Principal Cities 








An innovation, indeed. A program . 
light in the back of every seat. 
Simply push the button. Prestol 
A small battery flashlight emits 
a shaft of light so patrons can 
read programs during dark scenes. 




















BACK HOME AGAIN! 


PAUL SMAL 


With VINCENT LOPEZ 


This Week (Apr. 8), Chicago Theatre, Chicago 
Week Apr. 15, Tivoli Theatre, Chicago 
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LET YOUR PATRONS 
JUBGE 
this WOMAN 


i. (yy. | Mts. Ramsey was either the inno- 
_ cent victim of her ex-husband’s 

































coe 


i~ NY treachery — or the murderer of 
me -” Victor Legrande. 


@ Had the musician, Legrande, 
Ce yy i. we _— tricked her into Room 13 and 
Le i \A a forced her to defend her honor? 









@ Had Legrande’s mistress 
surprised them in improper 
conduct and fired the fatal 


shot? 










: ee a Mrs, x Rie, beautiful 


"murder suspect, in 


HENRY KING'S edu on - | 









@ Or had her present husband 
discovered her in Legrande’s 


arms and taken advantage of 
the Unwritten Law? 






Myrna Loy ‘Gilbett’ 


Based on the stage play by Samuel Shipman, 
_ and Percival Wilde 
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Germany’s Film Problems 























Sl 


Lichtspiel-Syndikat also is hard toj tion. ‘Congress Dances’ did excel- 
define. On account of the 400 the-| lent business. But it is interesting 
atres connected with the company,| that Ufa will not come out in 


Aux Urnes, Citoyens 
(‘To the Polls, Citizens’) 


ren 








(Continued from page 11) 
comedies have brought about a 
certain sameness with the German 
filmgoers that is reflected by poor 


man public, like others, 
Without their satellites. 


Stars Needed 


cannot do 


This point is very delicate. It 





all pictures can be placed, but it is 
doubtful whether a large profit can 
be expected. 


German U’s Best 


The German Universal film com- 





spring with a new production pro- 
gram, but that it is planned to re- 
issue older successful pictures. This 
move gives reason for some thought. 

The German agency of the Fox 
Film Co. worked in conjunction with 





(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, March 24. 
Feiix Meric production and release. Di- 
rected by Jean Hemard. Scenario by 
Jacques Bousquet Music by M. Brussel- 
mans, edited by Salabert. Photography by 
M. Thirard and M. Isnard. Recorded Radio 


} i : : , : ~ P Cinema OC telieres > POUnar 
poxoffice receipts. was proved last vear that very few| Pany which last year did well did} the Fox newsreel, which latter does The ap —_—. poe - aie ce — - 
The German producers are at a German film stars could preserve | not succeed with their production excellent business. Not so their} Rosine Derean, Genette Gaut t. Running 
: attraction and favor. Film actresses | this year, with the exception of one] features, which are too much of the} “™*, ‘* mins, Ermitage, Paris, March 24. 
loss what to present to the public. : : — ee ; ; ‘ : ew 
such as Liane Haid, Olga Tschech- | Picture which came out toward the} Anglo-Saxon mentality and there - 
Dailies and trade papers com-|owa. Dina Gralla, Gerda Maurus,}| ¢nd of the season. It is ‘Unter| fore not very much suited for the Amusing and likely to do well. 
plain about the class of pictures.| Brigitte Helm, and actors like Igo| Falscher Flagge’ (‘Under False| German market. Also very timely, considering it is 
More and more exhibitors contend Sym, Gustav Diessl and Alphons| Flags’), co-produced with Tobis RKO also released pictures’ in about e ections, and this is election 
there is no variety and no novelty.| Fryland have to a certair xtent| and is one of the big financial hits.| Germany but without any special time in France. A few sequences 
] ay ‘ ain extent| j ‘ ; might be shortened, and a coup! 
Sit E z coupie 


Latest productions show far too 


many comics. 
Exhibs Desperate 

Exhibitors are desperately look- 
ing for good pictures to get back 
their public. The big houses are 
most hit, while the smaller the- 
atres show both soundfilms and old 
silents and repeats. 

Insufficient capital in Germany is 
a greaf®handicap, as there are not 
funds @hough for film production. 
One of the large film banks, the 


lost in favor. Above all, it is the] 
comics like Siegfried Arno, Ralph 
Arthur Roberts et al whom the 
public does not want to see any 
more. Felix Bressart, who last 
year was one of the most favorite 
actors, has lost out. 


There are a few names of stars who 
are still very much liked by the 
public. Above all, Lillian Harvey 
and Charlotte Susa, who have their 
great public and are great attrac- 
tions. Of the men actors, Willy 
Fritsch, Hans Albers and Gustav 


|and the thrilling and exciting story | 


Charlotte Susa,| 


| 


Acting of the star, 


Felner & Somlo ought to have a 
fairly good result, whilst Messtro- 
Orplid should finish with a favor- 
able balance. 

Warners with their National Film 
Co. have shown a loss. This is due 
to not producing in Germany and 
releasing only old pictures o. last 
Expenses could not be cov- 


rate the credits. 


season. 
ered. 
Of all American companies, Metro- 


success 


CSOKOLJ MEJ EDS 


(Continued from page 15) 


keeper ticks, John proposes and 
do anything because he'd lose the 
money in addition to the girl if he'd 
stop. 

Second play is an equally trivial 
and equally funny buriesque about 
a maid-of-all-work who lords it 
over her master and mistress, using 


Also the 
Im includes a song by the veteran 
Mayol, which has been left 
out for Paris, but will be shown in 


of solo songs struck out. 


¢ 


‘ 
aiseul 


| the southern provinces where he is 
| especially 
a} that, technique is good and photo 
Julie accepts, and the old man can't 


popular, Apart from 
excellent, 
of doors. 
Direction and continuity are zood, 
often showing two. simultaneous 
events, alternately with the Jdiaiog 
of one beginning with the last word 
used in the dialog of the other. 
Music is very often used as back- 


including some fine out 


Commerz and Privatbank, which} -, : . - a her boy friend, a soldier, to bully | ground during the dialog, and there 
formerly financed most film com- Froelich have maintained their fav- | Goldwyn-Mayer showed the best ré-i them. Finally they get the best of | are also some parts where trick 
orable position. sults. ‘Trader Horn’ was a big hit.| her. sound recording has been used. 


panies, will not put any more 
funds at the disposal of film com- 
panies, due to the participation of 
the German government in the 
bank. 

Production has decreased con- 
siderably and pictures today may 
be produced as low as_ $50,000- 
$60,000. 

German public is tired of com- 
edies. Very dramatic and thrilling 
adventure pictures may better ex- 
pect a good business here. Comic 
casts which had been too much in 
favor have to be brought back to 
normal, and the accompanying pro- 
gram has to be carefully selected. 
Greate: * ittention will have to be 
paid to first class stars. The Ger- 





Germans are very loyal to their 
favorites. Over and over again ef- 
forts have been made to create 
new stars. A newcomer, Magda 
Schneider, is at present very much 
talked through clever publicity. 

It may be too early to give a def- 
inite opinion with regard to results 
of the various film companies. The 
Aafa Film Co. can probably make 
up, thanks to the excellent finan- 
cial results of the Arnold Fanck 
picture, ‘Der weisse Rausch’ (‘The 
White Intoxication’) for many mis- 
takes of the rest of their produc- 
tion, and a surplus is expected. 
Emelka is having financial compli- 
cations. 

The situation of the 





Deutsches | 


The German branch of Parameunt 
had to meet great difficulties. Pic- 
tures from Joinville were in general 
not suited for the German market, 
and only Lubitsch’s and Von Stern- 
berg’s pictures, with German dialog, 
have brought good results. At last 
Par pictures were produced by Ger- 
man film directors. 

The Nero and United Star Film 
company had little success. Sued- 
film Co. only had one hit during 
this season with Richard Eichberg’s 
Hans Albers’ picture, ‘Der Drauf- 
ganger.’ This picture ali by itself 
cannot possibly bring special profit. 

There is only left the Ufa, which 
stands strong and independent, and 
secured by their monopolistic posi- 











A LOEW PRODUCTION | 


“FORWARD MARCH” || 


(Apri 9), Palace, gyn ll 


errell & Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Dir. Eddie Meyers 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


LOYALTA’S 


“Arabian Stallions” 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932"’ 
___ (Week April 9), _Loew’s, Jersey City 


JIMMY _ 
SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


*““Croonaders of Song”’ 


Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


PEG LEG BATES 


World’s Greatest Monoped Dancer 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WESTWARD HI-HO” 
___(Week Avril 9), Penn, Pittsburgh 


DON 


BARCLAY 


FOUR 


CARLTON BOYS 


.“Knockin’ Around” 
Per. Dir.: Irv. & Chas. V. Yates 











Third is about two college boys 
who owe their landlady the rent. 
One of them is in love with the 
landlady’s doughter, who is up in 
their garret when the landlady 
comes up with the bailiff. They 
hide the girl in a cupboard, which 
the bailiff seizes as security for 
their debt and seals it up. When 
he is gone they tell the lanc‘ady 
that her daughter is inside. They 
daren’t take the official seals off. 
Mother in blank despair, while 
daughter walks out on the other 
side of the cupboard, the boys hav- 
ing used the back long : go to light 
a fire. 

All three little plays were adapt- 
ed from cabaret one-acters, a cir- 
cumstance which is very evident. 
They are calculated for stage effect 
and not for the screen. The director 
had little chance to show what he 
can do. Each play has only two 
sets. Small chance of success in 
Budapest, but will do yood busi- 
ness in the provinces, since some 
of the best names in Budapest legit 
theatres are in the cast. 

Marika Rokk, famous Hungarian 
dancer, who was a success abroad, 
makes her debut on the screen and 
promises well. Her personal ap- 
pearance at the Royal Apollo was 
the chief asset of the »remiere. The 
principal music number by Dr. 
Sandor, ‘Kiss Me, Darlin:,’ bids f *> 
to become a hit. 


DER SIEGER 





CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-HO GIRLS 


























(‘The Winner’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 30. 


Erich Pommer production for Ufa and 
Direction Hans Hinrich and 





First a musical background with 
dialog simultaneously, and also in 
the branches of a tree at the same 
time, mechanical birds expressing 
the feelings of the principals in the 
human language with their beaks 
moving as if talking. 

The story shows a big industrial- 
ist urged to run for parliament in 
the provinces where he has a castle, 
and agreeing to do so. His election 
agent and his campaign supply the 
comedy. Romance is supplied by a 
young journalist who falls in love 
with the industrialist’s daughter 
and wins her. The industrialist is 
played by Leon Felieres, who is 
doing a solo part after having 
worked recently as a team with 
Adrien Lamy in ‘Levy & Co.’ and 
‘Galeries Levy,’ and is excellent. 
He is exceedingly well supported 
by Henri Poupon as the campaign 
manager, and Berthier as his op- 
ponent. 

The leading man, Claude Dauphin, 
is okay. The femme parts are com- 
paratively unimportant, with Ro- 
Sine Derean nice as the daughter. 
She is a newcomer found by Delac 
and Vandal in ‘Cing Gentlemen 
Mauidits.’ All other parts mere 
support and good all around, 

In some parts the political satire 
is somewhat remindful of Rene 
Clair’s ‘Liberte.’ Mazi. 


Quand on Est Belle 


(‘When She’s Pretty’) 
(U. S. MADE—METRO) 


Paris, March 25. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and ree 
lease. Directed by Arthur Robison. Made 
in Hollywood as the French version of 
‘The Easiest Way.’ Starring Lily Damita; 
featuring Andre Luguet, Francoise Rosay, 





| Dir.: Nat Kaicheim, Wm. Morvcis Ufa release. 
; Dir. Chas. V, Yates Agency | Sa Martin. eee } feat ze ~ond Rolla Norman, Aubert Palace, Paris. 
wtography, Gunther i au, to e ° aac, 
c CHESTER HALE’S a Se Sound, Frits Thiers, Settings, Berle ettel-| ‘This one is worth mentioning as 
HESTER HALE’S and Klangfilm. Cast: Hans Albers, Kaethe von| ne more instance of the fact that 
FORWARD MARCH GIRLS HI-LITERS ROBT. G. PITKIN Nagy, Julius Falkenstein, Hans Brause-| remaking an American picture with 
- A wetter, Frieda Richard, Max Guelstorff,|,_ French cast doesn’t make it a 
' Ida Wuest, Adele Sandrock, Domgraf 2. French film In this case, apart 
co J baender, Alfred Beierle, Eugen Burg, Hans | © ° ae "de : sense. a 
P A JEW LIGIG IOs “DANCE DREAMS” & LOEW PRODUCTION | Deppe. : Arthur Mainzer, Arthur Peiser, retecenel inane dialog and unsatisfac- 
=| WHIR IGIGS CUBAN HOLIDAY Willy Schur, Bruno Ziener. Running time,| tory acting by all the males except 
___ Apri £20 _Loew’ 's, ‘St. Lois __ (Week April it 9), C Century, Baltimore (April $9), Ohie, Columbus 90 mins. At Gloria Palast, Berlin, Rolla Norman, the story is most re- 
P -_ pellant to the French, who do not 
4 FLASH DEVILS B k d B bbl The International Comedy Couple Though there are mistakes in the veer si merchandised by mil- 
. ‘¢ > ons, and though ‘ 
UCK 4 DUDDIES || CLIFFORD |) cx ant repetitions, and though eee trom this, the only. con- 





S. W. WARREN c. C. GILL 
Cc. P. WADE Cc. A. BANKS 


“8 Feet of Flash’’ 


Per. Dir. Harry Romm 


BARTE-“ARDEN 


Dancers of All 
TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


VIOLA and JERRY 


La VERNE 


“From Cave Man to Gigolo” 


PAUL KEAST 


Dramatic Baritone 
Direction Lyons & Lyons 


Chester Hale’s Whirligigs 








“Rhythm tt Sale” 


Personal Direction: 


IVAN TRIESAULT 


Famous International Dancer 
and Pantomimist 


OLIVE SIBLEY 


“The Songbird of Two Continents” 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 


MARY MILES 


Hollywood's Acrobatic Sensation 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 


Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels 


Nat Nazzaro 








AND 


MARION 


ir.: Lyons & Lyons 


O'Hanlon ~«Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. Chas. V. Yates 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 
H1-DE-H1I 


Dir.: Nat Kalcheim—Wm. Morris Office 


JACK REID 
“SINGING THE BLUES” 


Dir.: Alex Hanlon & Sam Shepard 


CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY” 


‘April 9), State. Cleveland 











Morris Office 


BERINOFF and 


Dir.: Johony Hyde—Wm. 








= AND PALS 
Let That Airdale Out” 


MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 








Dit.: Johnay Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 


LOEW FRODUCTION 





“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932” 


(April 9), Michigan, Detroit 


WALTER DARE 





“The Original Fall Guy” 


With EMMET OLDFIELD 
Dir.:  f.yons & Lyons | 


PAUL LITTLE 


That Mountain of Blues 
Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


FRANKIE FINN 


Dir.: Tishman & — O'Neil 
Chester Hale’ s Impression Girls 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FRIVOLITIES” 


_ Week (April i_8), Pa Paradise, New York | 


GEORGE 





“Scientific Nonsense” 
Dir.: Johnny Hyde, Morris Office ; 


TOMMY and BETTY 


W. E. RITCHIE 


“The Original Tramp Cyclist” 
The Bicycle Ballet 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FRIVOLITY GIRLS 























Ernst Lubitsch’s methods are copied, 
this picture despite high cost will 
bring back its investment, perhaps 
even with interest. 

Picture as it stands will find the 
bulk of its public in the German 
speaking districts and in the Ger- 
man province. 

Subject is a blending of operetta, 
opera, farce, drama and comedy. A 
humble telegraph operator makes a 
killing at the race track. He buys 
new clothes and goes to the races, 
where he gets to know the girl of 
his heart. She is (nationally!) the 
daughter of a rich American banker, 
and also falls in love with the young 
man. When he loses his money, in 


| order to be near the girl, he becomes 


a gigolo in her hotel, later taking 
a job as hotel telegraph operator. 
The rich father by a mistake of the 
operator fails to send a cable and 
makes a lot of money, leading to 


ithe marriage of his daughter and 


the young man. 

Hans Albers is an excellent actor 
in fixed character roles, but he is 
too intelligent not to know that he 





| 
ingenue sivyle. 


Werner 


thing has been taken from her that 


| was her charm, her refined ways and 


From time to time 
her acting talent breaks the cold of 
her part, but she can't speak a per- 
fect German dialog. Others are 


saecker'’s photography was excel- 
lent. The same is trye with sound 
reproduction on ‘Tobis-Klangfilm 
Special mention must be made of 
the fine settings of Erich Kettelhut 
tichard Heymann’'s music is 
less agreeable than Is his wont 


Magnus. 


structive remark is that if ‘Greeks 
Had a Word for It’ is ever made in 
rrench Francoise Rosay is the ob- 
vious casting bet. Mavi. 


LES CROIX DE BOIS 


(‘Wooden Crosses’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 18. 

A Natan production and release. Directed 
by Raymond Bernard from the novel of the 
same name by Roland Dorgeles. Made in 
the Natan studios, and exteriors in the 
Champagne district. An all-male cast. ine 
cluding Pierre Blanchard, Gabriel Gabrio, 
Charles Vanel and others. Recorded RCA, 
Running time. 105 mins. Moulin Rouge, 


Paris, March 17, 





A personal success for Natan, 
who has spared no pains to make 
this the big French parallel of 
‘Western Front’ and ‘Four Infantry 
Men,’ though, of course, there has 
been no lift. 

Dorgeles’ novel shows the life of 
an infantry squad throughout the 
war until the three principals are 
successively killed. 

Where Natan has been smart is in 


is no Adonis. Thus Hans Albers in| spending comparatively little for 
closeups is no great asset. Kaethe | such an ambitious production, cost 
von Nagy is sadly miscast. Every-|of this is said to be about $120,009, 


including an estimated $30,000 extra 
in publicity spent to make the film 
the hit it proved at the Moulin 
Rouge from the day of opening. 
Natan went the limit to plug it dur- 
ing production; also before the 





Cc H AR L 0 T Frieda Richard and Julius Falken- | opening by giving it a Geneva 
In Person , ;stein (not quite in his element), | showing to peace solons, and finally 

Dir.: | Lyons & 7a “The Dancing Wonders Hans brausewetter, the always | by giving it one of the ritziest send- 

International Dancing Stars ' “ Morris Offi 1 « harming Ida Wuest and the excel- | offs. opening with a gala attended 
onntes RITA DE- LANO lent singer _Domgraf-Fassbaender. by the President of the Republic, 

H E C T 0 he f;uentner hittaus and Otto | Paul Doumer. This means that 


Natan’s part in giving native in- 
dustry support to the French peace 
| pluggers’ talk in Geneva and else- 
| where has been understood by offi- 
|cial circles, who are expected to 
how their appreciation. 

Technique and photo questionable 

(Continued on page 62) 
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KEEPING UP 


WITH F. & M: 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Pro-Ams! 


The profession 


e 


of get-the-hook 

mortalized by 

‘Chains” Idea 

3usby Berkeley directed. 

Stever in same Idea something diff 
in baritones; he cracks a whip. Also 
in are, Karels and Kay, Georgene 
and Henry and Five Lelands. Movie 
eritics will recall Berkeley as dance 
director of “Whoopee,” “Palm, 
Days” and “Flying High.” 


Feature 

Gridiron Dinner of Arizona Press 
Club at Phoenix said to rival any- 
thing original Grids ever pulled in 
Washington in kidding celebs. Only 
thing non-cynieal on program was 
F. & M’s Zelda Santley, who gave 
her famous impersonations from 
“Vacations” Idea. Of “Dream House” 
Idea following week, Phoenix “Ga- 
zette” said: “Without reflection on 
feature film on screen, honors easily 
went to F. & M. show on stage.” 

Creation 

After much pow-wow between 
Leonidoff and Walt Disney, and 
much creative thought by both plus 
F. & M. production staff, a “Living 
Silly Symphony” came out of the 
magician’s hat. Walt is assisting 
F. & M. art department in the de- 
signs. Both he and Leonidoff ex- 


pect best production of cartoon 
stunt to ever hit the stage. 


Photos 

Idea of Ted Lewis’ popularity in- 
dicated when signed for F. & M. on 
Coast, and Manhat office wanted 
good photo or two. Instead of ask- 
ing Coast, Jesse Kaye sent word 
along Broadway he wanted a Lewis 
phiz. Fifty came within an hour, 
and by night there were two hun- 


dred. Only few of shots, though, 
showed the famous hat. 


Pioneers 


F. & M. had first show tied to 
Olympic in “Olympic Games” Idea 
last season. Now Lottie Mayer's 
Sunkist diving kids, F. & M. “On 
the Riviera” Idea, first to try Olym- 
pic springboards which will bend to 
weight of foremost international 
divers this summer. Appearance of 
Sunkists on boards was declared of- 
ficial opening of Olympic swimming 
pool to the world. 


Publicity 

When Betty Compson put it on 
the dotted line for F. & M., four 
national news syndicates rushed 
out special stories, and F. & M. pub 
department thought end of world 
had come. Mae Murray, Princess 
Mdivani, repeated the shock when 
four syndicates besought her for in- 
terviews, too. No wonder public 
watches for F. & M. stars months 
ahead, lending healthy advance in- 
terest. 


Unveiled 


From Grauman’s “Chinese” to 
smoky St. Louis will be the jump 
ef Edna Errico, Moroni and Cora 
Lee, Madeline Schmid and Conrad's 
Pigeons, who go into “Veils” Idea 
at the Fox. This is the show that 
Fanchon personally put on for St. 
Louis date. Pall Mall will have 
good part. Opening now set for the 
22a, to meet Harry Greenman 
schedule at St. Louis Fox. 


Sunshine 


Nancy Lee, of Milwaukee Journal, 
continues to shed sunshine on the 
humble Sunkist. Reviewing “Cherry 
Blossons” Idea at the Wisconsin, 
Miss Lee. says: “One of mos+ 
sprightly and colorful of the Fan- 
chon and Marco shows. Chorus 
girls manage some really enchant- 
ing effects among their vivid para- 
s0ls and with their striking cos- 
tunes and settings.” Nice break 
for kids, eh, what? 


Kolyumists 


Gene (Gilbert Swan) Cohn, N,E.A. 
ace, tells how Al Siegal bet on Ruth 
Etting as comer in the early days, 
and remarks on Ruth's recent suc- 
cessful F. & M. engagement. James 
Aswell, Central Press’ Rialto expert, 
tells readers of 400 papers carrying 
his famous kolyum how Betty 
Compson and Marco gagged about 
her violin specialty years before she 
actually signed with F. & M, 


Dw di: 


TED LEWIS 


Tragedian of Jazz, is the latest 
name to join F, & M. He is 
playing Loew’s State, Los 
Angeles, for an extended run. 


e 
There’s no 


stopping... 


FANCHON:MA 


Offices 


— 


HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO @ SEATTLE ¢ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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TAB’S SHUBERT 
DATE IN 
NEWARK 


Anatole Friedland and Joe DeMilt 
will play ‘50,000,000 French- 
tab in Newark week of April 


their 


men’ 


9? on the first indie percentage 
Looking yet made for a condensed 
musical. Date will be at the Shu- 
bert, legit house, at four a day and 
J5c top. Troupe opens cold. 


Musical will run 80 minutes per 
performance, the balance of the pro- 
gram’s two and a half hour run- 
ning time being filled out by a fea- 
ture picture and shorts. Stage crew 
and pit orchestra will be supplied 
by the theatre. Around $3,000 will 
be spent on advertising in advance 
and during the week’s run. 

‘Frenchman’s’ cast numbers 68 
people, including the principals, 
Nanette Bryant, Richard Layne, 
Bob Leonard, Kay McKay and An- 
nette Hoffman. Georgie Hall is stag- 
ing the dancing. 

Friedland and DeMilt’s ‘Follow 
Thru’ tab, in Baltimore this week, 
plays its first New York date the 
week of April 22 at the Paramount, 
Brooklyn. It’s getting a straight 
$8,000 in the picture houses. 

If the Newark idea gets over other 
out-of-town Shubert houses may 
undertake a similar policy. 


Calloway’s 7 Loew Wks. 
After Tiff with Publix 


Booking tiff between Loew’s and 
Publix over the Cab Calloway band 
started with Publix claiming an 


oral agreement for another 10 weeks 
by Calloway at $5,000 a week. Irv- 
ing Mills, manager for the colored 
aggregation, denied any such under- 
standing. He meantime had closed 
with Marvin Schenck, of Loew’s 
at $1,000 a week less, taking only 
seven weeks at $4,000 and opening 
April 23, 

Harry Hollander and Boris Mor- 
ros insisted that Mills accept the 
Brooklyn Paramount April 16, being 
open then, but Mills also refused 
since the band was due into Loew's 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn, a couple of 
weeks later and didn’t think‘ that 
would be fair despite Publix pay- 
irs $1,000 a week more. 

Calloway turned down Lou Holtz 
at $4,250 net at the Hollywood, New 
York, because of Holtz’s midnite 
shows Saturday. Calloway opens for 
Loew in Newark at the State and 
it’s understood he must be out of 
the theatre by 10:15 nightly in 
order topmake his club in Harlem. 

Booking arrangement is with 





Loew a one-week layoff every fort- | 
night as Calloway’s’ nocturnal work | 
makes it too tough to continue con- | 

| 


secutively in the theatres, 





Star Monk Dies on 
Way Over from France 


Bubu, star chimp of a quartet 
of juggling chimpanzees, died just 
before getting into quarantine last 
week. Animal act was set to open 
at Grauman’s Chinese, in Holly- 
wood. April 30, for six weeks at 
$750. Viggio Benny, owner of the 
act, frantically essayed to get the 
turn into shape without his star. 

Further aggravation was getting 
the three remaining monks prop- 
erly hoteled. No hostelry in New 
York would accept them as guests 
So they finally parked in a Publix 
rehearsal room. Stables could not 
furnish the proper heating facili- 


tie 
Lies, 





Direct Booking 
irect Bookings 
Direct booking is prevalent in 
the RKO office again. In the plac- 
ing of Herman Timberg and Ethel 
Merman for the Palace, New York, 
April 16-23 respectively, the previ- 
Sus agents of both were disregarded 
®y the booking office. Nanette 
Guilford and Mme. Frances Alda 
Were other recent direct bookings. 
_In addition to the direct book- 
"g, the RKO office last week called 
_acts and talked to them about 
pee cuts without notifying the 
‘s' agents of the conferences. 


"Ty, 
i a 


In 


of 


fred complaints. 











Crimson Palace 





RKO's Palace, 
had another bad week last 
week around $19,000. Previous 
week was only slightly better 
at about $21,700. The Palace's 


New York, 


loss the past two weeks is 
estimated over $16,000. 

Warner’s Hollywood, with 
the Lou Holtz vaude lineup, 
did $26,000 last week, just 


about an even break. 


Pro Magicians 


Vs. Semi-Pros 
Cut-Rate Feud 


Minneapolis, April 11. 

Open warfare has broken out here 
between professional and semi-pro- 
fessional magicians a result of 
alleged price-cutting by the latter. 
Irked by the semi-pros, working in 
pairs, who have been putting on 
two-and-a-half hour shows for $15, 
or $7.50 apiece, as compared with a 
minimum price of $25 a half-hour 
fixed by the professionals, mem- 
bers of the International Brother- 
hood of Magicians and the Society 
of American Musicians, the profes- 
sionals, in retaliation, are bringing 
down everything to a complete no- 
pay basis. 

The hot conflict has reached such 
a stage that the professionals are 
determined now to put the semi- 
pros. out of business. 

Don White, one of the profes- 
sionals has notified lodges and other 
organizations engaged in staging 
entertainments that he will work a 
half-hour for them free. The same 
offer applies to parties in private 
homes, 

Most of 














as 


the semi-professional 
magicians have regular day-time 
employment in stores, offices, etc., 
and they do their entertainment 
stuff on the side, hence they feel 
that they can afford to work cheaper 
than the professionals. 





LAUDER’S ANNUAL 


22 Wk. Tour Will Open in Mont- 
real Oct. 10 





Another of Sir Harry Lauder’s 
‘farewell’ tours starts Oct 10 in 
Montreal. It will run 22 weeks to 
the Coast and thence eastward. 
as usual William Morris is set- 
ting the dates, 

Lauder this year will not go in 
f-r variety acts but will carry his 
own concert orchestra and book 
concert-type attractions with him. 





Carrillo’s Dates 





Los Angeles, April 11, 

Leo 

(12) to open Friday at the Metropol- 

itan, Boston, for a five-week Publix 
tour. 


Booked by Leo Morrison, who flies 
east two days ahead, stopping off 
in Chicago to see the Victor Mc- 
Laglen-Charlie Judels act at the 
Palace. Morrison is also booking 
Roscoe Arbuckle east following his 
Fox, St. Louis, date on April 22. 
Addie McPhail, Arbuckle’s fiancee, 
and Jack Shutta, are in the latter’s 
act. . 

Fox has a 10 weeks’ option on the 
former film comic. If exercised it 
will include the Fox, Brooklyn, as 
the Gotham engagément rather 
than the Roxy, New York. 

Two weeks for Publix, at the New 


York and Brooklyn Paramounts, 
have bee set for Leo Carrillo. Sal- 
99 


ary is $2,000 ard he opens Apri 

Teatro Leo Carrillo, intimate 200- 
seat legit house on Olvera strect, 
L. A.’s atmospheric Mexican alley, 
opens April 22 with a play by Zoe 
Akins, title not yet picked. House 
policy will be runs at $1 and $1.50. 

House gets Carrillo’s name be- 


were Span- 


aa 


cause the actor's family 
ish pioneers. 


OSBORNE AT PLAYLAND 


Will Osborne’s band opens May 21 
at Plaviand, Rye, N. Y., for a surn- 
mer run at the Westchester resort. 
Stay ends Labor Day. Harry Romm 


agents objected to the booking | agented. 
ce soing over their heads and | 


WOR, Newark, will broadcast the 


band nightly from the park 








Carrillo flies east Tuesday 





> font $40 
j; aiming its 
*hoir 


NEW AGENTS’ ASS’N’S 
WEEK OF MEETINGS 


The ney. RKO Agents’ Associa- 
tion, formed at Martin Beck’s re- 
quest and already functioning, will 
hold a series of night meetings this 





week to draw up a set of rules for 
the It replaces the former 


agents. 


| RKO agents’ arbitration board with 


additional jurisdiction, 


Officers are Maurice Rose, presi- 
dent; Alex Gerber, vice-president; 
N. E.. Manwaring, secretary, and 


Eddie Keller, treasurer. Rose was 


{chairman of the defunct arbitration 


board. 

Outside of adoption of a resolu- 
tion to fully co-operate with Beck 
on the salary cutting campaign af- 
fecting all acts, no issue has yet 
been taken up by the new organi- 
zation. Several agent vs. agent 
disputes are carrying over from the 
previous board’s complaint list. 





Palace Dropouts Put 
$8,000 Extra Salaries 
On Other RKO Houses 


As the result of cancellations of 
James Barton, Ken Murray and 
Mary Brian, two other RKO the- 


atres will have to carry the bag 
for the Palace, New York, to the 
extent of around $8,000. These acts 
were booked for two weeks at the 
Palace, but finished at the end of 
the first on Friday (8). 

Barton is at the Albee, Brooklyn, 
this week at $3,000. His Palace 
contract called for $2,500 for 
the first week and $3,000 for the 
second. As a result, the Albee, a 
neighborhood house, is carrying a 
$500 raise in addition to Barton’s 
regular salary for the Palace. 

Murray and Miss Brian, at $2,000 
net each, go to Boston next week 
(16). With the theatres paying for 


stooges, etc., plus commish, this 
com..ination is drawing around 
$5,200, 





Publix-Jessel Talking 
M. C. at Large Proposal 


Milton Feld and Sam Katz of 
Paramount Publix have both spoken 
to Georgie Jessel concerning the 
proposition of retaining the come- 
dian a certain number of weeks be- 
tween the New York and Brooklyn 
Paramount theatres. 

Jessel’s biz caused preliminary 
discussions as to his remaining as 
the m. ec. and head of similar big 
shows, with an optional number of 
weeks at Publix’s disposal to slip 
him in whenever needed. 

Jessel, making a quick return at 
the Paramount, New York, this 
week, is holding over for another 
stanza next week. Picture not h. o. 
Jessel was at the Brooklyn Par last 
week following opening a fortnight 
ago in N. Y. 





Names in Loop 


Chicago, April 11. 

B. & K., still after stage-name at- 
tractions, has Anna May Wong week 
of May 13, probably at the Oriental. 

Jackie Cooper will make his first 
Chicago in-person bow at the Chi- 
cago on April 22. Date of ‘Three’s 
a Crowd,’ tab musical, switches 
from April 29 to May 6 for its show- 
ing at the Chicago. 





Hazel Mangean Free 


Chicago, April 11. 
Local courts last week split the 
marital ropes between Hazel Man- 
gean and Fred Spears. 


Grounds of desertion, which is 
claimed to have occurred about 
three years ago. 








Raquel’s Stooge Sis 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Reene Torres will be in the 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Malibu Beach’ 
unit which stars her sister, Raquel. 
Opens at Loew’s State here May 23 
Reene, who has been doting bits in 
pictures, will stooge for Raquel. 


Palace No. 2 Walkout 


Evans and Mayer walked out cf 
the current Palace bill before start- 
ing. 

Act objected to the No. 2 spot, 
: not commensurate 
$659 satary. 





W th 


RKO’s 10 to 50% Cut Letter Will 


Bear Down Most 





Includes Also 


GLASON’S $100,000 


SUIT FOR ALIENATION 


Chicago, April 11. 

Billy 
dered to pay his wife, Helen, $50 a 
week temporary alimony until his 
divorce suit is settled. Glason wants 
his freedom on charges of adultery. 
In connection with this he is suing 
Albert Bolak, a furrier, for $100,000, 
charging alienation of affection. 
Bolak is named as co-respondent in 
the divorce bill. 

Glason is also asking for custody 
of their daughter, Shirley Marie, 
six years old, who is now living with 
her mother. Mrs. Glason is the for- 
mer wife of Billy Dooley, whom she 
divorced in 1923. 


Glason, of vaude, was or- 





STILL HOLDING OUT 


Kalcheim-Berger Reject Franchise 
Offers—Milt Berger Out 





Neither Harry Kalcheim nor 
Willie Berger has accepted the 
agency franchise proffered by Mar- 
tin Beck. They are also reported 
as still awaiting an answer to their 
request for better dismissal terms. 
They turned back the two weeks’ 
salaries, asking a month's wages 
and fares back to Chicago. 

Following Berger's departure from 
the booking office his brother, Mil- 
ton Berger, was dropped by the 
Harry Fitzgerald agency. No ex- 
planation was given. 


7 Publix Weeks at 
$6,000 for Lombardo 


tuy Lombardo band opens for 
seven weeks of Publix time May 7 
at the new Paramount, Boston. 
Band will get $6,000 per week net. 
An option exists for 12 more weeks 
in addition to the seven, 

Lombardo closes at the Roosevelt 
hotel, New York, May 5. During the 
theatre tour band will continue with 
its commercial CBS broadcasts. 

Contract with Publix permits the 
band to double at dance engage- 
ments. 








Crosby’s Stage Bookings 
Mostly Follow Picture 


Bing Crosby, who opens a 20 
week Publix tour April 15, is slated 
to start work on the Paramount 
picture, ‘Wild Waves,’ June 11. 
Prior to the picture work Crosby 
will play four weeks for Publix on 
the Coast, 

Majority of Crosby's Publix dates 
will be filled after he completes the 
talker job and is on his way east- 
ward. 

During his entire tour Crosby’s 
broadcasting schedule of thrice 
weekly CBS periods will be un- 
broken. Paramount will foot the 
wire charges. 

Crosby is taking Joe Venuti, 
Eddie Lang, Lennie H-yton and 
Jimmy Dorsey with him as a jazz 
band nucleus to sit in with the 
house men for a hot orchest’al ac- 
companiment. The jazzique quar- 
tet of instrumentalists will also be 
the backbone of an orchestra for the 
filmization of ‘The Crooner,’ from 
‘Wild Waves,’ the Broadway stage 
play which Par financed for the 
screen rights. 





‘Old Kentucky’ Tabbed 


Sam Blair expects to start re- 
hearsals this week with a musica! 
tab version of ‘In Old Kentucky.’ 
Show will rehearse in Harlem. 

Blair has a tentative opening in 
four weeks on some indie time in 
the south. 


Cantor Spurns Tab 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Eddie Cantor has turned down 
the Ziegfeld offer to appear in 
a condensed (tab) version of 
‘Whoopee’ in which he starred in 











both the stage and picture versions 





on Smaller Acts: 
Turns Contracted 


Pre-war salaries are likely to pre- 
vail among the medium priced acts 


in vaudeville as a result of RKO’s 


demand that every act accept @ 
cut ranging from 10% to 50%. 

The booking office has been lead« 
ing up to a general slash for the 


past few weeks. Making it official, 


notice of the scalpel wielding has 
been sent to all agents and pro- 
ducers connected with RKO. Signed 
by Martin Beck, the notice reads, 
in part, that reductions down the 
line are ‘necessary for our mutual 
benefit to function at all.’ 

The cutting will be attempted on 
acts already booked and holding 
contracts as well as on future book- 
ings. 

To Make a Showing 


Attitude within vaudeville circles, 
including the RKO office, is that the 
order to cut appears to be motivated 
by the desire to make an economic 
showing on the ledgers. Beck's 
opening declaration upon his return 
to office was that salaries paid to 
actors by RKO were too high in al- 
most every instance. Principle de- 
sire of Beck and the bookers work- 
ing under him seems to be to make 
the cheapest buys possible regard- 
less of boomerangs or costs in other 
ways. 

RKO act producers have been 
threatened into accepting less 
money than their contracts call for 
with loss of franchise held up as 
the penalty if not co-operating. 
These producers in turn are then 
forced to impose proportionate re- 
ductions on their contracted peo- 
ple or otherwise take a loss them- 
selves. Offers of additional time 
have been made to producers as re- 
muneration for the cuts, but how 
the extra time can be issued with- 
out quick repeats in many towns 
and neighborhoods by the same acts 
is unknown, 

Belief that the cuts will mostly 
affect small acts is based on several 
bookings in the past couple of 
weeks in which name acts were 
given raises over prior salaries. This 
is due to the name people being able 
to play elsewhere at the money if 
RKO won’t pay. Among these in- 
dividuals are Kate Smith, Jack 
Haley, Benny Rubin, Jay C. Flippen, 
Texas Guinan and others. Smaller 
acts, with no alternative, are play- 
ing the best of the RKO theatres, 
including the Palace and the rest 
of the New York time, at ‘showing’ 
salaries, so-called, 

Beck’s Letter 

Beck's cut letter to the agents 
and producers reads: 

‘As I explained to you at the 
meeting, it is extremely urgent that 
we adjust ourselves to present 
conditions in order to make it pos- 
sible for our mutual benefit to func- 
tion at all. 

‘I therefore find it necessary to 
now ask you to request ail artists 
under your management for co- 
operation and a reduction of their 
present salaries, so we may be able 
to put our business on a basis that 
will make it possible to tide over 
the present unprecedented depres- 
sion; otherwise it will be necessary 
to make many drastic policy 
changes, 

‘Of course, it goes without saying 
if the necessity for this would not 
be so urgent I would not now make 
this request: I assure you, how- 
ever, when conditions become more 
normal we will be more than pleased 
to reciprocate the considerations 
we are now forced to request. 

‘Please notify every act on your 
books of the above and of the ur- 
gent compliance for immediate co- 
operation.’ 


Mahoney’s $4,000 


Los Angeles, April 11. 


Will Mahoney's date at the Pal- 
ace, New York, commencing next 
Saturday (16), was arranged by 
Ralph G. Farnum by wire from 


Palm Springs, Calif. 
The salary will be $4,000 weekly. 
Jackie Osterman will be m ec 
with Herman Timberg and Pat 
Rooney also set. Palace also wants 


a woman name, possibly Fifi Dorsay. 


Lilyan Tashman was unavailable 
after being approached. 
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Vaude Still a Matter of the Booker, 


Says Lubin, After 35 Desk Years 





Asked if he would stand for an 
interview, J. H, (Jake) Lubin 
Loew’s vaude booking head, said he 
might. When he wanted a reason 
it was explained it was because of 
his 35th anniversary in show busi- 
ness. Mr. Lubin demurred a bit on 
the point, stating that not until 


August will he actually achieve that 
35th notch, 

With some saying vaude is com- 
ing back and others claiming it’s 
through. Mr. Lubin figures vaude- 
ville an unpredictable branch of 
show business. No telling what the 
future holds for vaudeville or its 
performers. He does believe, how- 
ever, that vaude will show an im- 
provement when things in general 
loosen up. 

Along these lines it’s the thought 
of the Loew booker that theatre 
policies are dependent on what the 
public can pay. It’s a question of 
tin.e if increased bankrolls’ will 
raean more vaude, 

‘Names’ Are a Gamble 


In discussing ‘name’ attractions 
Mr. Lubin rates picture players as 
having the strongest draw. But no 
rule can be applied for with few 
exceptions they eventually find 
themselves pulling spottily. That 
goes for the talent regardless of 
what field they may come from, 
radio, legit, pictures or freak. ‘Every 
name is a gamble. You can never 
be certain whether the gross will 
be stimulated or not,’ he declares. 

Since the recent inception of con- 
densed musicals for vaude and film 





HERB TIMBERG 


Playing the Palace, New York, 
next week with Pat Rooney and 
Pat Rooney, Jr., featuring a 
satire on the Cohens and the 
Kellys of Broadway. 














JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direetion, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg.. 
New York City 








| houses, predictions as to the out- 
come of booking these tabs have 
been made freely and on all sides. 
Like the future of vaude, however, 


Mr. Lubin believes ‘You can’t tell 


about the tabs.’ 
Reps as Selling Points 

It’s a mistake to call these boiled 
down musicals tabs, anyhew, in Mr. 
Lubin’s opinion. If anything, thev’re 
simply dressed up vaude. Their 
Broadway reps are their main sell- 
ing point—a $5.50 show going for 
less than $1, plus a picture. 

But the shortened legits are 
creating a demand for vaudeville 
acts, in the shows themselves and 
afterwards in the requests to con- 
tinue the stage diet in theatres. 


Vaude presentation hasn’t changed 
throughout the years. It still re- 
mains up to the booker in Mr. Lu- 


bin’s opinion. The only difference 
is in the number of outlets and 
quite a difference over a span of 
35 years. 





Bartlett as Exploiter 
For S-J Film Names 


Cy Bartlett, who is managing 
Alice White’s personal appearance 
tour, may align with Walter Meyers’ 
project in the Selznick & Joyce 
agency on the Coast. Meyers’ is 
undertaking to book the S-J pic- 
ture names for personal appear- 
ances. It will necessitate his com- 
muting back and forth despite 
Eddie Meyers, his brother, being in 
charge on the New York end. 
Bartlett would go out with the 
acts for the first two weeks from 
the Coast handling their publicity, 
campaigns; etc., and then return to 
Hollywood to pick up the next at- 
traction. 


RKO VAUDE IN VANCOUVER? 
Seattle, April 11. 

Vancouver theatre, legit house in 
Vancouver, B. C., has been taken 
over by RKO, and placed in north- 
west. division of Homer Gill, man- 
ager. House may take RKO vaude, 
as that would help long layover 
here. 

Acts now jump from Minneapolis 
to Seattle, piling up here, as lay- 








over around three weeks. 


























FOR TALENTED 


REPUBLIC 
209 W. 42nd 


Play or Pay Contract 


52 Weeks REPUBLIC THEATRE, NEW YORK 
52 Weeks CENTRAL THEATRE, NEW YORK 
46 Weeks HURTIG & SEAMON APOLLO THEATRE, NEW YORK 


Now Adding Three Theatres in Metropolitan Area 


for Fall Burlesque—Experience Unnecessary 
Bat Preferable 


Top Salaries for Youth and Ability 
Immediate Engagements 


WRITE—WIRE OR PHONE 


BILLY MINSKY 


We Have No Exclusive Agents—Agents Protected 


Specialty Dancers 
Prims 

Soubrettes 
Straights 

Comics 

Juveniles 


THEATRE 
St., New York 


Washington, April il. 

A steady name-a-week stage diet, 
for so long as names can be ob- 
tained, started Saturday (9) at Uni- 
versal’s Rialto here. Money acts 
will comprise the stage shows in 
their entirety at this former 
straight picture house with a 12- 
piece pit orchestra for accompani- 
rent, 

Policy starts with two picture 
femmes in a row. Lilyan Tashman 
is playing currently and Dorothy 


Mackaill follows next week (16). 
Both are getting $5,000. U is book- 
ing the personalities from New 
York, 





WB-F-M Deal Off 
Despite Staffs All 
Set to Combine 


Chances have turned against con- 
summation of the proposed Warner 
Bros.-Fanchon & Marco booking 
merger. Everything involved was 
amicably set, excepting the signa- 
tures, when WB called the deal off. 
Jack Warner, who returned from 
Europe last week, is reported hav- 
ing quashed the idea. 

F. & M. office and booking staff 
was all- ready to move over to the 
Warner building, and the negative 
decision was a surprise to the two 
bookings staffs. 

Combination of the two offices 
would have created a vaudeville 
and picture house book of nearly 60 
weeks playing time, more than any 
other booking office, including RKO, 
can offer. Possibility of additional 
time arose through a reported in- 
vite to Publix to contribute its 
present William Morris-booked 
vaudeville string and make it a 
three-cornered deal. 

Rearrange Again 

Terms of the unsigned WB-F. & 
M. contract, which would have 
lasted three years, involved the tak- 
ing over by F. & M. of the Warner 
booking office and artist bureau for 
F. & M. operation. Doc Howe of 
F. & M. was mentioned as general 
manager and Harold Kemp of War- 
ners as booking head. It was ex- 
pected all but Steve Trilling of the 
Warner staff would go. 

With the Warner deal out of 
sight, the F. & M. office has com- 
menced to rearrange its booking de- 
partment to fill the gap left by Phil 
Bloom's switch to RKO. Jesse Kaye 
has moved up to EPloom’s book 
while the latter’s production duties 
have been absorbed by Jack Part- 
ington, the new F. & M. production 
head in the east. The other F. & 
M. booker is Benny Kuchuk. 

An F. & M.-Arthur Fisher deal, 
whereby the latter would bring his 
indie vaudeville book into the F. 
& M. office, was reported on again 
last week after being cold since 
February. F-M men still believe 
there’s a chance the Warner deal 
may go through. 


ROUTES RADIO TEAM 


Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, CES 
team, open six weeks for Loew out 
of town at the Penn, Pittsburgh, 
April 22, Loew holds an option on 
the ether act for four additional 
weeks, 

Turn showed for Loew in Balti- 
more two weeks ago. 

















NAME-A-WEEK DIET FOR 
U’S WASHINGTON HOUSE 


In Saranac Lake 


Saranac Lake, April 11. 
N. V. A. Sanatorium 


Thomas Abbott, Charles Libecap. 
Joan Allen, John Leunden, 
Dan Astella. Mike McMamee. 
Fred Bachman, L. McCarthy. 
Allie Bagley. Thelma Meeker, 
Happy Benway. Phyllis Milford. 
Chas. Bloomfield. Alma Montague. 
Fred Buck. Dick Moore. 


William Canton, Danny Murphy. 
Alice Carman, Harry Namba. 
Ethel Clouds. George Neville. 
Edith Cohen. Helen O'Reilly. 
Mae DeLany. Gladys Palmer, 
John Dempsey. Angela Papulis. 
Frisco DeVere., Joseph Parker, 


Harry English. 
Jack Flaum, 
Bert Ford. 
Frank Garfield. 
Chris Hagedorn. 
Dor. Harvard. 
George Harmon, 
Ida Howard. 
Millie Jasper. 
Val. Kincaild, 
Jeanene LaFaun. 
V. Lawrence. 
Lilly Leonora, 
| Dolly Lewis. 
Other Addresses 

Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charlie Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Bordley, 86 Park Ave. 
James Chambers, Ray Brook, N.Y. 
Marion Greene, 58 Riverside Drive. 
Margaret Groves, 16 Marshall St. 
Dave (DDH) Hall, 7614 Blooming- 
dale Ave. 

Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 

Joe Lang, Clancy Cottage. 

Marilyn Moran, Ray Brook, N., Y. 

Andrew Molony, 71 Bloomingdale 
Ave. 

Rita Nolan, Ray Brook, N. Y. 

Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin St. 

Louis Rheingold, Clancy Cottage. 

Dolph Singer, Clancy Cottage. 

Freddy Stockman, Ray Brook, N.Y. 

Left during March: Tony Curley, 
James Torusio, Francis Evens. 

New arrivals during March: Je- 
anene La Faux, William Canton, 
Chas. Bloomfield, Rita Nolan, Mari- 
lyn Moran. 


Daughters’ Debut 


Annamae Powers. 
Nellie Quealy. 
Ford Raymond. 
Fred Rith. 

Ben Shaffer. 
Toni Temple. 
Tommy Vicks. 
Cath. Vogelle. 
Eddie Voss. 
James Williams. 
Xela Winkler, 
Dorothy Wilson, 
Lilliam Zeigler. 





Beatrice Mills, 17, oldest of seven 
children of Irving Mills, the band 
imp-esario, will shortly make her 
stage debut. 

Miss Mills is a dancer and will be 
spotted in a Loew unit. 

Martha Romm, 16-year-old daugh- 
ter of Harry Romm, RKO agent, 
makes her stage debut at Loew’s 
Triboro, Astoria, April 16. 

She'll be the third angle of a 
three act formed by Doyle and Don- 
nelly. 





Lowry in Philly 


After several months in New York 
for the Skouras Bros., alternating | ihe 
between the Academy and Audubon, 
Ed Lowry was sent into the Fox, 
Philadelphia, now a Skouras opera- 
tion, Saturday (9) for an indef stay. 

Skourases have taken F&M units 
out of the Audubon, but will con- 
tinue them a half week at the Acad- 
emy. Five acts, changes Tuesdays 
and Fridays, is the new policy at 
the uptown house. 





Levin Back to Morris 
Chicago, April 11. 
Biggie Levin is once more in the 
local Willaim Morris office as radio 
contact man. 
Since last with the agency Levin 
has been concerned with film ex- 





hibiting and distribution, 


Tuesday, April 12 Lisl 


COAST ACTORS 
NON-UNION 
DILEMMA 


San Francisco, April 
Non-union situation at the nabx 


re 


hood Gem in Oakland where there 
is currently a policy of tab shows 
is causing furrowed brows an ong 


the officers of California A) , 
Protective Association. At a bene. 
fit staged by CAPA two weeks 
the Musicians’ Union donated an 
orchestra, and, in a reciprocal re- 
quest, now asks that CAPA meme 
bers refrain from playing the 
union house. 

Unfortunately, the dearth of lo- 
cal vaude and club bookings has put 


tists 


ago, 


none 


a flock of performers in financially 
embarrassing situations. Result is 
that a split week at the Gem for 
$17.50 looks pretty good to many 
troupers, the constant admonition 
of ‘stay loyal to good old CAPA’ not 
being acceptable to any of the city’s 
eateries. . 
Even the offer by CAPA to feed its 
members .out of the benefit relief 
fund isn’t attractive because, the 
members reply, coffee and doughs 
nuts get tiresome, even to an uns« 


employed actor. 





LEO MORRISON IN N. Y. 


Leo Morrison, Coast picture-vaude 
agent, arrives late this week for a 
periodical New York visit. 

He’s flying as usual. 
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EDGAR BERGEN 


“THE OPERATION” 
Week April 9, RKO Palace, Chicago 
Dir.; WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
\S Y) 
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WILL MISS PHYLLIS JANET DEANE 
of The Juggling Jewels, 1912-13, and 
Dare Austin's “His Wedding Morning” 
Co., 1914-15, or anybody who knows her 
whereabouts, kindly communicate with 
B. Dare Austin Cathie, The Sports Club, 
St. James Square, London S&. w. L 


England. 

Socfal director and assistants; also ore 
chestra, for 2 summer hotel. State 4 uali- 
fications. Salary including board. 
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“She’s the Finest Singer of Savage African Rhythm”’—Press 


AND HER ORCHESTRA, 


BLANCHE CALLOWA 


“THE 15 HOT SHOTS OF RHYTHM” 


RKO PALACE, New York, This Week (April 9) 


Personal Management SAMUEL H. STIEFEL Direction WEEDON & SCHULTZ 
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Ia., set up his newspaper ads costs when local industrial commis- | 
7 for the weekend vaude show sion investigators had him — 
| di M ahead of time, and for a laugh for allowing seven-year-old radio 
all Nn é en faked the name of his headline | singer, Baby Rose Marie, to appear GOTHAM PUBLIX SHOWS Producing acts for vaudeville is 
act like this: ; at his theatre last week. Fine im- | - on the way out as a profitable busi- 
NAN ELLIOTT and |} posed was maximum under state’s! Name Lineups for Both Paramounts ness. The few topnotch producers 
HER MERRY GANG |child labor law for violations. During April-May still pchten © es Stainton ; akin d 
Greater use of vaudeville o1 in | Frank Curley, father of baby} ape l up with future producin, to te 
other forms of stage shows by in- Who’s Late with the Show? singer Iso a . $25 and costs. Wal- | Se ond ondens¢ d musical for Fr ~ lat heat pe caine aa all Most! 
4 dependent theatres during the com- | With Lou Morgan and sei rag bt, : od m — r, seo a o~ it ; me New 3 = Rag -teniny siieatel tin: tee Ghaaiek en -enien 
3 re ‘ta i a Morris Silver | ceeded in having case postpon d un will be ‘Follow Thru’ at the Para- nate chnaiaiinn of Crean tok te dient 
: ing warm weather is indi ated this | Nan Elliott books the house til end of week without interfering | mount, Brooklyn, April 22. If book- | *¢*S Coms!sUns from four to eigh 
, year. Trend of other Foase an OUSt- | out of the local William Mor- | with singer’s appearances, ings do not interfere it may also | gee +} + -_ ¢ } 
. ing vaude on the arrival of spring | ris office, Silver is head of the iain . - + iy a week in New York, possibly |, espite that the actors are forced 





seems to be in reverse this year. ito accept cuts, along with the oth- 








































































































° agency, and Morgan is an as- Ly 6 Unit broke in for Publix ern concerned , ghee Te ae 
Vaudeville has gone from many sociate in the office. ‘eo Shane Haven recently and also |‘ , wnt od bre S€ nt salaries are 
‘ spots since the first of the year but | Played for Publix-Skouras in New- | "°° sufficient to pay bills for ma- 
’ records show that it’s the chains | aate. te let get Sgn the producers’ 
rather than the indies that have ° | ‘ investment and return a profit, the 
: tal up the sponge. F&M Unit Cuts | S . Publix has also booked Tamara latter contend. RKO’s salary cut- 
The indies look more kindly on Rtas B ? WKS Geva, from the condensed musical, ting bender is the final blow, al- 
vaude than chains because the lat- Los ; - e Three "oe * — d. She comes in | though most of the comedy act pro- 
. ter have the edge on film buying os Angeles, April il. with Leo Carrillo on the same show | ducers have been looking for the 
é and classification in most  in- Mager Pee lg ete mee ae April 22, — Brooklyn the fol- | fnish for some time. 
stances. This “ces e sok ) = re a > HOX, Sé ‘Trancisco, ON | lowing week, . : 
r sag co Paden yh pli the Fanchon & Marco units, have Stay of the vaudeville bills at Frank and Milt Britton’s band ies enehaay re caguaedl 
y Union and scales, of course, remain been cut $1,000 each. | Warners’ Hollywood, New York also returns to play New York May RKO's new omaatee walary wre 
. a pertinent factor for all houses. Local date has been trimmed from | will be limited to two weeks in the 13 and Brooklyn May 20 for this |“ make $1,000 probable outside 
t During the past two weeks nu- $4,500 to $3,500. 'F risco date is down | future unless business warrants ad- | .3 qt Ledova. dancer. will be on limit for any production act unless 
. merous houses in or near summer | from $3,500 to $2,500. Engagement | ditio nal holding over. Warners’ ex- ion aii ahs anit, Other bookings jits cast contains a name. Although 
resorts have added vaude. Queens- | for the units at Pantages Holly-| perience with the business at the|;,.juae return of Duke Ellington flash acts can slip by at that 
° boro, Elmhurst, L. I., has instituted pny A follows the State, aa es ei hip gihen has dictated th and Guy Lombardo bands, former paige po E> rage rg Moen Th gt 
© wy ecoamina. a aur daabenten pak aa ie Both Hollywood bills so far have ry peed igh oy at — such Faxes, because of the talent 
o from one half to a split week and New Haven, April 11. | followe d the same business trend. May 27 Beackiva. being more expensive, and open 
the Burke, Bronx, is trying five Paramount is shifting F. & M. Each grossed well over $30,000 and : ee a their books to prove it. 
acts on last halves only. units when booking of special at- showed a profit during the first two With the set salaries low enough 
Other houses going into vaude|tractions at the local house in- weeks. The third weeks brought CURTIS SAILS the cuts imposed by various RKO 
are the Capitol, Niagara Falls, N.| stead of laying off in Bridgeport |°Ve" breaks with the fourth week Jack Curtis and his family sailea| theatres, particularly in the west, 
| Y., five acts first half and band|the week of local cancellation as|* /oser for both shows. Friday (8) on the ‘Ile de France’ for| ™@ke it considerably tougher for 
- attractions last half; Rose, Troy, | formerly. Last week (third) the second |, Continental vacation. the acts. The cuts below the set 
N. Y., five acts Sundays, Mondays Now F. & M. units play the first singe! pM ge Mn =— Trip for the RKO agent is mostly salary on an RKO out-of-town 
and Tuesdays; Arbor, Albany, five , ays New London and last four k ; , . ; xr a rest, but he’ll double. ue 5 
acts Fridays and Saturdays and = roel both Publix houses. weer me bill probably will lose pallens bse: : 7 sinter abetted 
- the Peekskill, Peekskill, N. Y., five : money. Some of the acts on the — ——————— — ‘ 
) last halves only. Jack Linder is next show, opening Monday (18), 
booking this group. tarily waiting order from the |2re in for one week only with the 
Arthur Fisher, who is booking | Schwartz-Century circuit on others | house holding options. 
vaude again into A, H. Schwartz’s| which are being lined up by that engage Benny replaces Harry Rich- i 
Freeport, L. I., house, is momen- management. ee le eg wae caiies tea 
— = —SSeSSqnama—ea=——— will be Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields, Borrah Minevitch, Adler and 
4) P , — Buster Shaver and Three 
4 mt 4 wifts. 
Sailing this week on . a S. Aquitania Richman intended to hoN over 
with Holtz but the two couldn’t 
{ reach satisfactory terms. Richman 
is getting $5,000 a week in the cur- 
rent bill and at that figure is draw- 
ing more than Holtz is getting on 
percentage. Lyda Roberti, on the 
first two bills, goes out to return 
to Hollywood for picture work. 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
—_ . * . : 
~ A Few Press Opinions While Playing will also be on the bill. 
FANCHON & MARCO'S Talk 2-aDay Back to 
46 7 RKO in Chi; Special 
ART GALLERY IDEA ; 
Shows at State-Lake 
_ Produced by Leon Leonidorff icine 
¥ Chicago, April 11. 
a . ART GALLERY IDEA” is unqualifiedly the best (that is, T lk of more vaude spots here 
tad the most satisfying to this particular reviewer) the Palace has centers on the Majestic and the 
ad presented since the year the locusts were 80 bad...The Erlanger, two Loo lezit ts 
juggler, billed as “Felovis,” is a wizard....” rere sa Pp git spots, 
“DISPATCH,” DALLAS. which have been dark most of the 
present season. These houses for- 
“ ...One of the most brilliant prologues ever staged in Hollywood merly rated heavy ew winners 
is offered at the Pantages Theatre this week in Fanchon & for the old Orpheum crowd. 
= Marco’s “ART GALLERY IDEA”....features Felovis, by all Reported that dickering is on by 
¥: odds the finest juggler who has come to COWRiccs” the RKO mob here for a stab at a 
re —‘NEWS,” HOLLYWOOD. two-a-day return at either of these 
— theatres. Florence Kohl, one of the 
“,...the unusual feature of the Idea is the juggling of Felovis, heavy Orpheum stockholders, is re- 
NE billed as that European wonder’... .Felovis lives up to his ported the principal factor in this 
and billing....dazzles with his dexterity....” move. Mrs. Kohl formerly collected 
ee f —TELEGRAM,” WORCESTER. regular dividends from both the 
ith Majestic and the Erlanger when 
at “.,..this week “ART GALLERY IDEA” comes in as a smooth they were in two-a-day and that 
: show after five months on the road. coos is surefire, with item is being brought into the dis- 
— ; Felovis, headlining juggler....’ VARIETY, N. Y. cussion regularly. : 
‘ Of particular enticement is the ; 
ore ! “.,...the stage show this week is called “ART GALLERY IDEA” cheap rental called for at present : 
_ eee — my gn eyes go Fa ipa by Felovis, who is by either of these houses. Aaron } 
(K a wonder at balancing and jugéimn wt Jones, operator of the Erlanger, is ' 
— —“BULLETIN,” PHILADELPHIA. known to have been interested in 
— ‘ “re 
“..,.Felovis, the European juggler, kept the audience breathless rena antares erg Bh yg 
with almost unbelievable eager Bo Te : ‘we ANTA, Palace, me was restrained by the ; 
sates fact that his lease, countersigned 
“  ..the Fanchon & Marco unit at the Fox this week, is unusual. by RKO, stipulates that a .: "a. 
To begin with, there is a juggler the like of whom has not hibited from placing vaude in the 
been seen in these parts in many moons. He does his act house in competition to the regu- 
surrounded by an array of song and dance artists. The lar RKO vaude spot, the Palace. 
juggler, Felovis, however, is the whole show...” But there’s nothing in the lease to : 
it —“TRIBUNE,” SAN DIEGO. prevent RKO from retaking the a 
3) arena and spotting it with vaude. 
ij “....ART GALLERY IDEA is a masterpiece in art, Oe As for the State-Lake,_ the 5 @ 
i and versatility. Felovis, the “European wonder eserves straight picture policy 1s starving ti 
fi the headline position....does unbelievable things. ...” and hasten looking around for an LYRIC TENOR E 
i] —“OREGONIAN,” PORTLAND. out. They’ve been afraid of restor- . . ye 
ing four-a-day vaude here for fear Who Will Appear With His Father f 
of ] ting the Palace. At present ‘ 
= —ny | there's a scheme brewing to bring EDDIE LEONARD THE MINSTREL ; 
PLAYING RETURN ENGAGEMENTS in special shows, such as the mu- . : 
sical tabs. Pictures which give 
RI SON lsigns of strength would still go into AT . 
the State-Lake on a run _ policy. ’ l 
Under this arrangement the circuit RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (Week April 23) i 
would not void present contracts ; ? ; 
A THIS WEEK (APR. 9), RKO PALACE, CHICAGO with picture ¢ A ste calling for RKO Direction: CURTIS & ALLEN 
Direction: BLONDELL & MACK a run outlet in this town, f 
ne ir 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 
(Week April 16), San a Francisco, Calif. 


THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MASTERS 


AND 
GRAYCE 
in “GESS WHO'TIS 


(Dir. Jess Freeman-Chas. Morrison) 








An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction tion of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





KKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
(Week April 15), Madison, Wis. 


The oa Provokers 
of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932”’ 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Eight Miss-takes 
‘“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 


RKO REVIVES ONE 
WAY AGENTS’ RULE 


Chicago, April 11. 

RKO office here last week re- 
instated the former restriction or- 
der which confines the agencies to 
the one floor and prohibits them 
from doing business with outside 
bookers. This was the main point 
settled in the meeting cailed by 
Tom Carmody, local RKO booking 
chief. 

Also discussed, but not put 
through, was the proposition to 
sever all connections between New 
York agencies and local agents for 
midwest bookings. This proposal 
was completely quashed since the 
notion was considered an attempt 
by some to ease out the long es- 
tablished connections with New 
York agencies of others. 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week April 16), Oakland, Calif. — 


VERNON RATHBURN 
“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-O0-TETTE 
_ (Dir, | Harry y Ward— Max Gord yn) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 
Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 





(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week April 30), Seattle, Wash. 


~ ROSETTE and LUTTMAN — 


In “Dance Stories” 


With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception™ 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 





LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week May 7), Minneapolis, Mina. 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I CoH 


with 


CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 15 
(Week April 16), Los Angeles, Calif. 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas, H. Allen—M. 8. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT &2 
(Week April 23) Seattle, Wash 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
(Week April 30), Minneapolis, Mina. 





GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 





Vic OLIVER 


Europe’s Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
**On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 








THREE BREDWINS 
Athletic Comics 
(Direction of Hugo Morris) 


MADELINE PATRICE 


Protege of the Late Enrico Caruso 
(Direction of Morris & Oz) 


NAYAN PEARCE 
and JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 
Boyd Davis, Musical Director 
(Direction of Ed. 8. Keller) 


AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 
In Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week April 9) Los Angeles, Calif. 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender’’ 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 











THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden- Schultz) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 8&1 
(Week April 16) Seattle, Wash. 


ANN ROTH aiprecentative 
JOY FINLEY ferite, 


pave, MARY DUNCKLEY 
WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny's Bad Boy and 


“REDO” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 











The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 
BENNY 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr. George Wood 
(Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 
(Week April 16), Salt Lake, Utah 





“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 48 
(Week April 9) Portiand, Ore. 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 








HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance”’ 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 








Beautiful Sallorettes 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 





Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 








KRUGEL — ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 





DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 





FRANK 
LIBUSE 


with Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Mer., Jesse H. Martin) 





The Colonel of American Nuts 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week April 23) Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


IN 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JELI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 85 
(Week April 16) Mianeapelis, Minn. 


‘PORCELAIN ROMANCE”’ 
Ganjou Brothers and Loulse Gay 
(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 








Boy with the Balancing Complex 


BOB RIPA 


Denmark’s Juggling Genius 
(Direction: Jenie Jacobs) 


FRANK EDDIE 
HURST and VOGT 
“OUT OF one MARINES” 
By H. C. Green 
Chas. H. em" tlen) 





(Direction: 


DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGHIE—TOM—HAROLD 
“Nevertheless Gentiemen” 


(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 




















Costly F-M Acts Idle 


On Premature Closing 
Hollywood, April 11. 

‘Wet (M-G) closing at 

the Chinese after a three weeks’ 


Parade’ 


run, has Fanchon & Marco trying 
to unload the Michon Bros. and 
Arnaut Bros. brought here on a six 
weeks’ guarantee for the stage pro- 
log. 

Michons, at $1,000, and the Ar- 
naut’s, at $700, are too costly for 
the regular F. & M, units. Firm is 
trying to sell them to spot booked 
presentation hous-s. 


F&M’s Thurston Offer 
$4,500 for Full Route 


Los Angeles, April 11. 





Howard Thurston’s engagement 


at the Orpheum here has been cut 
from three weeks to two. 
April i6. 

Fanchon & Marco dickering with 
him as a special attraction. 
Thurston’s unit, if taken by 
Fr, & M., will stand the company 
about $4,500 weekly, which is $2,500 
over the regular budget. 

Decision on whether Fanchon & 
Marco books the tab ‘Girl Crazy’ 
over part or all of its circuit de- 
pends on the showing of the mu- 
sical in San Diego. It is booked at 
the California four days starting 
yesterday (10) in place of F. & M.'s 
‘Town and Country’ Idea. 

Tab will probably be passed up 
by F. & M. except for a few spots 
because of its cost. ‘Town and 
Country’ company is laying off the 
four days. 


He closes 





Some Leniency 


Providence, April 11, 
Overcoming last-minute opposi- 
tion local theatre men were able to 
have the General Assembly approve 
a measure which will permit danc- 
ing and juggling in vaudeville acts 
on Sundays. Bill also permits the 
theatres to open one hour earlier 
than the present law. 

Exhibitors have been trying to get 
the bill through ‘for several years, 
but opposition from clergymen 
balked them, 

Legislature, however, refused to 
legalize dancing in publi: halls on 
the Sabbath. 





Rescue for Agents 


Collections are so tough with the 
Loew acts that Marvin Schenck 
and Louis K, Sidney are reported in 
Sympathy with the idea of a col- 
lection agency on behalf of the 
agents. The 10%ers are regarded 
as entitled to this protection. 

RKO vaude agency has had a 
collection agency in operation for 
many years. 





Publix-B. & K. Trying Drama Tab: 
Zombie, Mystery, for Oriental 





Chicago, April 11. 
Publix-B. & K., which started tha 
musical tab version epidemic 
it took its long 


-shot chance or ‘Girl 
Crazy’ for ; 


the loop Orier tal 
striding out into new freak rr 
tory by making a deal ted the 


tap 

version of a standard legit qd x 

r 7 . , = id 
‘Zombie,’ now at the Adelp! : 

Drama, which is a thrille based 


on the mystery of voodooism, will ba 
brought into the Oriental April 29 
for an initial week’s try. This is a 
starter, and there are options for 
three additional sessions in town, 
which would cover the Outlying de 
ante esatate on page 53) 





Levy St Starts 


Chicago, April 
Ascher Levy is already taking in- 
ventory of local RKO houses and 
departments preparatory to taking 
cver division reins. One of Lev 
first official moves was to call 
various employees, house managers 
and staff men and assure them of 
their jobs as long as proper co- 
operation was forthcoming. 
William Elson, present division 
manager, remains here for about 
another month, He may transfer 
east. 


a 
ys 





Canton Musical Co-op 
Canton, O., April 11. 

Musical comedy stock will sup- 
plant dramatic stock at the Grand 
Opera house here, commencing this 
week. The run will be sponsored 
by the local stage hands and mu- 
sicians on a co-operative basis, 
same set up as dramatic stock. 

Ed Daley, burlesque producer 
will have charge, and has started 
rehearsals with a company of 40 
people. Top, 60c. 





MAY 5 FOR F-M IN PITT 
Pittsburgh, April 11. 

F-M units won't go into the 
Stanley until May 5 due to previ- 
ous booking of Paul Whiteman 
April 29. Present Stanley chorus of 
16 girls has already been given two 
weeks notice but will be retained 
for an additional fortnight. Jerry 
Mayhall stays as production man- 
ager. Theatre previously played 
Publix units but for several months 
has been building its own presenta- 
tions. 





CHI HOWARD WARM 
Chicago, April 11. 

Burlesque stock is slated to return 
to the southside Howard, formerly 
the Empress. Arthur Clamage, fore 
mer operator, is negotiating for the 
lease. 

If the deal is closed, the policy will 
start in September. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 
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NEW YORK CITY 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
oe 
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Tuesday, April 12, 1932 
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HOUSE REVIEW 








ne 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, April 8. 
The George Jessel ‘Joy Jamboree’ 
is making a quick return to the New 
York Paramount after an interven- 
ing week at the ace Publix stand in 
Brooklyn. It's virtually the same 
routine and lineup, with Bing 
Crosby, Lillian Roth, - Burns and 
Allen, and the Jesse Crawfords at 
the twin consoles, plus a line of 
David Bines girls, and Rubinoff back 

at the Par after a fortnight away. 


A lot of show for 85c, although an| 


imposing array such as this is gen- 

erally the tipoff on the film fare, 

this week ‘The Misleading Lady.’ 
The Bines line opens briskly with 


the 16 girls dividing into two octets| 


for alternating ensemble routines. 

Lillian Roth making a flash en- 
trance with an ermine wrap clicked 
with ‘Between the Devil and the 
Deep Blue Sea’ and ‘You're My 
Everything.’ Burns and Allen's hat- 
shop nonsense followed, the hidden 
mikes amplifying their chatter so 
that it registered all over the house. 
The Crosby influence with the mikes 
must have had an unostentatious 
Pp. A. system planted all over the 
stage, as everything reached across 
the foots into the balcony. 

Crosby clicked with 
bers, ‘My Woman’ being produced 
for flash effect and getting it. It’s 
an answer song to the famous ‘My 
Man’ and constructed similarly with 
a good chance for popular impres- 
gion. 


Rubinoff’s classic and _ intricate 
jazzique fiddling was another solo 
hit, working from the rostrum and 
not from the pit. 


Jessel slipped in a plug for Chase 
& Sanborn, his radio sponsors, 
when introducing Rubinoff. and 
otherwise gave the coffee brand a 
little on-stage exploitation. 


Jessel’s stagebox ‘mama’ § stuff 
again whammed ’em, finaling with 
Walter Donaldson’s ‘My Mom.’ 


Usual newsreel and trailers, sans 
the organlog and overture, which 
were dovetailed into the Jessel pres- 
entation instead. 

Whether it’s the picture or poor 
judgment in bringing back the Jes- 
sel flash so soon, biz was below par 
the opening day. It may be that 
Jessel’s hookup with another weak 
sister, ‘Broken Wing,’ a fortnight 
ago, is too fresh in memory. 

Abel. 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, April 2. 

Olympia show this week getting 
comparatively good houses, due to 
amusing film and good stage presen- 
tation—the only one on the Boule- 
vard. 

After newsreel of mixed origin, 
the Georges Bailly orchestra gives 
a good rendition of ‘Blue Danube.’ 
This is followed by Andre Bay’s 
stage presentation, titled ‘Flowery 
Easter. The Mersey girls, who 
worked the Olympia for over six 
weeks, have now gone to the Moulin 
Rouge, and the show, which is all 
about Easter bells, is done by the 
Vronska-Alperoff ballet, classical, 
and some French girls. Latter lack 
the precision of the English girls, 
but show is altogether satisfactory. 

Feature is ‘Telephone Call,’ which, 
on account of Jean Weber’s appeal, 


and comedy surviving from the 
stage in the filmization, amuses 
audiences. Mazi. 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, April 8. 

Bouquet for showmanship must 
@gain be awarded Jack Arthur and 
his pit band for their overture at the 
Imperial this week. Their Gersh- 
win’s ‘Rhapsody’ number had the 
customers pounding at the finale. 
Horace Lapp, late of the baton, and 
en stage at the piano, also scored. 

The agile and flexible Arthur 
Lake, late of the films, headlines and 
m.C.’s, Elongated youngster has an 
engaging personality. Boy is never 

obtrusive, introduces the acts 
Nicely and refrains from hand-beg- 
ging. Has a trailer with clips from 
latest films, but avoids ali allusions 
to Hollywood and gets by on own 
merits as a nut bandleader and ec- 
centric hoofer, although latter bit 
fe short. 

Lake opens the bill in one with 
& comedy girl-reporter interviewing 
the collegian and all over the stage. 
Girl isn’t billed, but scores with an- 
tics, 

Gautier’s dog act also over nicely, 

nt-size mutts in a waltz and lazy 
canine drawing laffs. Bobby Lee 
tailing is a brunet looker doing an 
&crobatic that has nothing new but 
—” all right through person- 

pribonatt trio on with three xylo- 
+ mad well dressed youngsters in 
te. shirts, shorts and berets. 
on re pop medley with the Army 
on € for a rousing finale and nice 

—, from the house band. 
pt nger pair into an eccentric for 

pag and surprisingly good. 
ne me next for comedy band-lead- 
fer at wisely wasn't stretched too 
dems Petley Co, aerial act, 
antic and finally Scored with net- 
P= and mid-air hand-to-hands, 

Ough nettled with indifference at 

start when reception wasn't to 


three num-| 


his liking. It was Petley’s own fault 
that he didn't register as soon as he 
hoped, but latter half of act drew 
hands. After all, the six-bit cus- 
tomers should know what they like, 
despite temperamental exhibitions 
on the part of performers. 

Nash and Fately next to closing, 
with long and short duo slamming 
home. Pair go in for chatter, syn- 
chronized goof-dances and rope- 
tossing. Class act scored heavily 
with duo finally begging off. 





Feature film, ‘Dancers in the 
i Dark’ (Par), comedy and news-reel 
fillers and Horace Lapp at the 
lorgan, replacing Kay Stokes, who 


|} has gone to the Uptown. McStay. 


ROXY 


New York, April 8. 
Only a fair b. o. week can be esti- 
mated for the current program. 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) should 
|take the house out of the red—but 
|not without a struggle. That’s be- 
|cause as a title and de facto enter- 
tainment, ‘Melodias Espanolas’ 
i the slightest support. Fred 


Waring helps. 


Around 27 minutes to the stage 
lend without the Waring overture. 
There are four scenes in the familiar 
style and Roxy coloring with the 
| Roxyettes, ballet, Patricia Bowman, 
Gypsy Markof?, Grace Cornell, Joe 
Limon and Viola Philo. Roxyettes 
and Miss Bowman give commend- 
able performances. So does Grace 
Cornell with Joe Limon. 

This latter blonde girl is a picture 
of animated charm in her red gown 
while partnering with Limon in the 
|second scene, titled ‘The Spanish 
Fan.’ Title is meaningless except 
to describe the back scrim drop 
through which Viola Philo sings. 
Following scene with the Spanish 
} Serenaders is a song and instrument 
|duet mostly uninteresting. 

In the finale the ballet shows up 
on the wall porticos while the 
Roxyettes attempt a flashy but over- 
long climax. There again, as fre- 
quently noticéd, the ballet troupe is 
compelled to hustle down in 
j} arrayed formation from the porticos 
|}and across the stage apron through 
the orchestra, It’s a crude running 
tour for the girls and unbecoming. 

Ballet is not up to snuff. And 
that’s not good for the house or 
show. So Patricia Bowman floun- 
ders in an unimaginative presenta- 
tion which should be built to make 
this girl outstanding by right of 
talent if nothing else. 

Waring band satisfies in a 10 min- 
ute overture but a mystery why one 
of the ballet girls stuck out her 
tongue at the band’s maestro or 
was it a front row guy? 


On the film end is added a medi- 
ocre trailer and a travelog. The two 
take around 20 minutes and are 
much too long. Bad judgment on 
the short. Not a laugh on the pro- 
gram and much of the stage show 
in foreign tongue. 


Thus the house load is entirely on 
the picture end for a draw. That’s 
a struggle these days and not alto- 
gether necessary for a spot that still 
enjoys something of a lingering rep 
as a stage show house. Yet the 
time looks passe when the Roxy 
drew something of the gross be- 
cause of its stage shows. It’s still 
the picture, of course, but the stage 
end here used to help. It’s a wise 
showman who knows when a per- 
sonality is dead as such to a stage. 
It’s equally a wise showman who 
knows how to build a show without 
so-called name acts. 


As it stands the stage end has 
become mere filler material. 


That means one of two things or 
both. The Roxy must again trim its 
budget to conform to the average 
overhead of the other Broadway de 
luxers or change its operating pol- 
icies. Both have been recommended 
by the Harry Arthur management, 
according to report, since Arthur’s 
return from the Coast to find the 
house grosses slipping. 

Arthur, owing to Fox complica- 
tions, resigned from the Roxy The- 
atres Corp., but maintained super- 
vision of this house at the request 
of Fox and as a courtesy to the Roxy 
stockholders groups. But the Roxy, 
after weeks of a capsized operating 
end, had settled down to a slow b. o. 
pace from which it hasn’t yet recov- 
ered. Meanwhile bankers and stock- 
holders have been tinkering with the 
question of house control. Cor- 
poration has a new president in 
Harry G. Kosch, prominent picture | 
attorney. He succeeds Cabellero as | 
such and is to have full charge of | 
operation, 


What the Roxy has to face in fu- 


dis- | 


| 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, April 9. 


Still packing them in matinees, 


With not a vacant seat in the house | 


on. Stage show is this week being 


given big billing on top of the mar- 


quee. Draw probably split between | 
the stage end and the film, Fox’s 
‘Devil's Lottery.’ 

‘Co-Eds’ Idea, F. & M. Idea cur- 
rent, is of more than average run- 
ning time, consuming 47 minutes. 
It is a peppy paced unit with bare- 
y a slow moment, It's another 
idea framed around the campus | 


background, which always seems to 
get over. 
production, although it doesnt look 
expensive as far as scenery and 
costuming are concerned. 

After a bit of chorus work by the 
line, six boys and six girls, a com- 
edy acrobatic team took the spot- 
light. Boys tamper a bit with the 
Roman rings but the gist of the 
act lies in one of the team’s tom- 
foolery with a table and chairs, 
aboard which he tries to climb. 
This chap is dressed in misfitting 
clothes and carries the comedy end. 
Other boy works straight. For the 
kids that were plentiful at this show 
the act was more than pleasing. 


At this stage the bandstand 
moved downstage, and k reddy 
Mack’s orchestra filled in with a 


series of well-known college songs. 
Each time a new song was played 
a banner naming that college 
floated down from the wings. Num- 
ber was nicely rendered, both in- 
strumentally and vocally. 

Doyle Quadruplets came on next 
seated around a small piano which 
was pushed on the stage. Girls did 
two brief vocal numbers, one of 
them being ‘Happy Landings’ from 
White’s ‘Scandals. The harmony 
of the Doyle girls pleased, albeit 
they were briefly spotted. 

Griffith and Weston, mixed youth- 
ful couple, went through a series 
of comic-acro steps that got over. 
Both go through their leg routines 
with ease, girl being a splendid high 
kicker and the boy good at the 
acrobatics. 

Jack Frost, tenor of Irish vintage, 
followed with a song, during which 
two of the line girls, Tudy and 
Lewis, joined for alternate brief bits 
of slow kicks and _ acrobatics. 
Frost’s voice is of ordinary Irish 
tenor dimensions and would sound 
much better were he to select an 
apropos repertoire of songs. Ma- 
jority of the numbers he used here 
are misfit. 

Robbins Trio, whirlwind roller- 
skating trio, two boys and a@ woman, 
have a speedy set of trick skating 
routines well worth watching. One 
boy and a girl work as a team ma- 
jority of the time for trick duo 
skating, while the other cuts capers 
individually. For finish the tall boy 
whirls around swiftly whilee sup- 
porting his two teammates. 

Busse and Case, mixed comedy 

team, dished out a little well-needed 
humor and incidentally supplied 
some instrumentation on the guitar 
and a bit of warbling. Boy starts 
at the Hawaiian guitar, with the 
femme then interrupting. Latter 
cues into a song ballad which she 
handled well in a cute, high-pitched 
voice. Near the close of the act 
boy takes to Indian club juggling, 
and the pair commence crossfire 
patter while the boy continues jug- 
zling. 
’ Unit is closed by the six line boys, 
John McKnight, Kemm Bush, Vic- 
tor Colin, John Kiado, Pete Cario 
and Al Brunick, all at the accor- 
dions and parading around the 
stage, each partnered with a girl. 
Two of the boys step out for 
solo accordion bits, with the band 
shading. 





Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Jt’s Tough to Be Famous’ de- 
clared Warners on the screen, but 
300 odd studio celebs gathered for 
the occasion didn’t bear out that 
thought. They held up remarkably 
well under the regulation battery of 
gawks, autograph paranoics and 
lobby wits. Those high stiff collars 
help Hollywood maintain that open- 
ing night hauteur. If anyone ever 
smuggles a nose-bladder into one of 
those premieres! 

Two months ago another Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., opus, ‘Union 





| night. 





ture is opposition from Radio City 
with Roxy (Rothafel) in charge of | 
the music hall there as also the film | 
house. 

On its present style of show the | 
Roxy will practically be competing | 
with its own system when Rothafel | 
begins operating again. 

So the Roxy is in quest of an | 
operator. Acknowledged to be one | 
of the toughest jobs in show busi- 
ness, it will take a well schooled | 
showman who knows stage values 
to swing it. For when films are 
good anybody can be an operator. | 
It's when the screen doesnt draw 
that a showman proves his worth 
in such a house as the Roxy. 





Shan. 


| Al Kvale, a 


gave the Hollywood its last $2 first 
Intervening product was 


by the time the second show weet 
} 
} 


This one given a snappy | 


Depot,’ | 


deemed not to merit the folderol and | 


beacon lights. 

Starting at nine o’clock, the usual 
30-minute leeway for late arrivals, 
the stage portion of the evening 
proved happily superior to recent 
averages at this house. Special po- 


lice guards are not required to han- 
dle the backstage payroll at any 
time, and the shows ordinarily re- 


flect a certain parsimony. 

Luck or intention brought to- 
gether several exceptional turns 
And the performance was paced by 
Chicago alumnus, who 


has pantomimic talents and a breezy | 


that need only a bit of 
combustion and a fuse to land him 
in the fastest company. His diction 
is faulty and he should study to 


personality 


| chop off the syllables more crisply. 


Otherwise he is positive throughout 
in contrast to the mc. average, 


35 




















EMBASSY | 


30th theatres buried the spot 
New York news event, Columbia's | 
troubles, which are still on front! 
pages, Embassy fancying Army Day 
and Luxer the dry talk recorded by 
the Peace Commission upon its ar- 
rival in China. 

Pathe made a better general job 
of the Columbia assignment than 
Fox. At the Luxer eggs and rough 

° 1 , + ' 
handling are caught, while the Em- | 
bassy contents himself with snatches | 
of speeches, but makes up with an] 
exclusive interview with Reed Har- 
ris. 

Embassy gives over too much 
footage to the war parades, audi- 


ences tiring before the long Wash- 
ington stretch is completed, and 
then having to sit through a simi- 
lar projection of the event in New 
York. 

Embassy works 
like the final newsreel episode on 
the Sino-Japanese trouble. This 
is too lengthy, chief interest center- 
ing in Shinto rites for Japan's dead. 


up what seems 


Floyd Gibbons and the Hearst 
papers gets a plug in one clip on 
this subject. A retired English 


description of the 
entertaining than 
Commission's 


naval officer's 
fighting is more 
the English Peace 
close-up. 

Fox gets a notable scoop on some 
of the falls in the latest Autieul 
steeplechase. Five riders are un- 
saddled at the first obstruction, 

The Embassy also gets first to 
Assistant Attorney General Rich- 
ardson on his return from investi- 
gating conditions in Hawaii. Men- 
tion is made of the Fortescue case. 
While on the subject of Hawaii Fox 
works up an act with the island’s 
musician-firemen. 


This week instead of beer it’s 
Easter eggs and parades in Ger- 


The ‘rubber wrestler’ is now 
getting most of the mat space on 
the Embassy screen. Mussolini is 
worked in this week by presenting 


many. 


some more medals. The Boulder 
Dam rates additional space by a 
cameraman being treated to a 


bucket ride. This time as well it’s 
a single member instead of the en- 
tire Rasch continent, while the reg- 
ular Roxy plug has the ‘ettes’ doing 
a convict number. Dancing on 
trains is pretty well established, but 
Cornell students merit coverage 
when they do it in a box car. 
Archery and golf in Pinehurst, 
wood-chopping contest in Pennsyl- 
vania, boxing in San Pedro, football 
practice for Notre Dame and the 
circus are generally covered. 
Carpentier and Phila Jack O’Brien 
go through punches, with the in- 
ference that Georges may attempt 
the return. By way of diversion 


TRANSLUX 


Spring gets a big play at the two 
theatres this week. According to 
the newsreels couples are spooning 
everywhere, birds are noisier in the 
than they are in the zoo at 
feeding time, and kids can't be kept 
quiet, 

With all 


languorous 


trees 


indications of the 
there is for a 


the 
period, 


| change quite a difference in product 


houses, 

scoops with some special 
work on the Lindbergh case which 
hasn't all to do with the kidnapping, 
In large type it flashes, ‘Has Lind- 
bergh a sister?’ The answer is a 
screen history of a little farmhouse 
in Minnesota, with the sister ex- 
plaining about trees in the vicinity. 
On the case Pathe gets an interview 
with the grand aunt of the child 
upon her arrival in New York. She 
repeats the story she gave to the 
newspapers, including her crack at 
prohibition. 

Paramount registers a worth- 
while exclusive on the testing of a 
plane landing under a giant para- 
chute. Camera work is such that 
audience travels with the aviator 
and at the same time gets slants 
on how the experiment looks to out- 
siders, 

Universal gathers up several of 
its own, including a couple danc- 
ing on a tiny platform atop a flag- 
pole, New York police getting more 
gas instructions, and folks in an 
Illinois township resenting an in- 
crease in water rates which brings 
out shotguns. 

First talk explaining how the new 
tax will work is recorded by Pathe 
in an interview with Rep. Ragon. 

Army plane bombing at Langley 
field is credited Pathe. Greatest 
consistency in hitting the bull’s-eye 
on the ground is revealed in this. 

On the subject of football Pathe, 
as well as covering Notre Dame, 
steps over to Princeton's spring 
workout for a few additional] feet. 

Pathe covers the Irish parade~ 
commemorating the trouble in 1916. 
This provides the occasion to work 
in a few old clips reviewing condi- 
tions then. 

Earle Sande practicing, Bowie's 
seasonal start, French racing car, 
Dr. Lorenz’ return to Europe, Cali- 
fornia girls le rning golf strokes to 
music, Aimee McPherson on prohi- 
bition—they’re all included. 


at the two 
Pathe 


Waly. 





Irene Bordoni kisses Georges fre- 
quently. 

Fox has one of those sure-hit cute 
clips in a follow-up on little Craig 
White, the youngster who last week 
posed with Mary Pickford. Boy 
sings before the mike in catching 
nursery manner. Waly. 








which is negative. Likeable instead 
of just passable, glib, graceful, cute, 
instead of stilted, stuff, and wooden, 
like so many of his clan, Kvale adds 
to the show and is not an animate 
annunciator board. 


Three youngsters in their teens— 
Moss, Dean and Duree—looking like 
brother and sisters, have upon them, 
individually and_ collectively, the 
mark of prophetic and inevitable 
professional prosperity. They are 
finished performers in their own 
particular fields right now and cap- 
able of show-halting. 30y is a re- 
markable tap dancer, the peer of 
most of his seniors. One girl is a 
toe dancer who adds inherent grace 
of arm and body to mechanical and 
technical proficiency. Other girl, of 
pronounced personality, does con- 
tortion of sensational character. It 
would seem that the ultimate effect 
of this contortion would be against 
her individual best interests and 
that it could be substituted or modi- 
fied without serious loss. 


Margit Hegedus, a genuine musi- 
cian, held her audience enraptured 
for three numbers, the third pos- 
sibly one over for a picture house. 
Her command of the violin is good 
enough for any layman anywhere. 
Miss Hegedus is possibly too sin- 
cere an artist with the bow to bother 





much about appearance. She was 
poorly gowned with an impression 
out front that an alteration had been 
performed upon her costume. No 
sin in that except that the seam- 
stress wasn't adroit. Given a slinky 
black satin her music would be for- 
tifled against any exigency. 

Evelyn Preston had the advantage 
of a lovely creation that spelled 
class and accentuated her own easy- 
flowing rhythm in a type of dance, 


/a slow, high-kicking waltz, that is 


as severe a test of a soloist as can 
well be devised. She carried through 
to excellent results. 

sob Callahan, goiten up as a goof 
wench, cross-fired extensively with 
Kvale and reaped a bale of giggles. 
The Callahan humor verges 
much to the sanitary appurtenances. 
He can reserve that line for club 
dates and get along better 
public rostrum with a shade 
deference to established taboos. 


more 
His 


| style and genera! idea of working is 


Land. 


very good. 


Loo | 


on the} 


MINNESOTA 


Minneapolis, April 9. 
Instead of using the regular Fan- 
chon-Marco unit, the Minnesota 


sidetracked the latter and staged its 
own birthday show in celebration of 
its fourth anniversary. Hal Daigler 
and Haroid Kaplan of the local Pub- 
lix executive staff put on the show 
and did a good job. Six pleasing 
acts were run off in straight vaude- 
ville fashion, except that the house 
orchestra worked on the stage and 
a master of ceremonies, Lou Breese, 
conductor, directed the affair. 

What the show lacked in draw 
names, speed and girls it made up 
in entertainment quality. None of 
the acts was a world beater, but all 
boasted strong audience appeal and 
went over to large applause returns, 
Taken in its entirety the show gave 
a great deal of satisfaction and, 
perhaps, was responsible for busi- 
ness building during the week after 
a slow start. 

The complete entertainment per- 
sonnel comprised only seven, with 
Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, radio 
names, the accredited headliners. A 
setting of drapes touched off by 








' 


huge silver columns represented a 
banquet hall. Wearing full dress, 
orchestra members marched up to 


the stage from the theatre adui- 
torium, coming as ‘guests’ to the 
birthday party and seating them- 


selves at the banquet tables, which 
extended across the stage on a plat- 
form. The whole provided a touch 
| of flash and pretentiousness lacking 
in the stage routine, 
| Two hot tunes by the orchestra 
started the ball rolling. Then Mary 
Lee, a comely acrobatic dancer, in- 
| troduced as on her way to Zigfeld’s 
‘Follies.” Her contortionistic bends, 
kicking and soft-shoe work put her 
over nicely. Jerry Ravine, local 
juve, followed with some pleasing 
| imitations and dancing, then came 
Sims and Miss Bailey, who, with 
their ingratiating personalities and 
talent, were show-stoppers. The 
former's piano arrangements and 
Miss Bailey’s crooning had the au- 
dience eating. 

‘Jazz Lips’ Richardson followed im 
a tough spot, but he, too, brought 
down the house with his eccentric 


(Continued on Page 38) 
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JIMMY DURANTE 
Songs, Comedy 

25 Mins.; One and Pit 
Penn, Pittsburgh 


Considering the dough paid most} 
flicker names for personals, at $3,500 | 
the Schnozzle is a bargain. This is 


the first time he has ever worked 
alone on the stage, breaking away 
from Clayton and Jackson when he 
went pictures, and he’s a cinch with 
or without. 

Durante is still the mad lunatic, 
and when he has finished wrecking 
the orchestra pit this week, the 
management will have to call in a 
building crew to repair the damage. 
Introduced here by Don Barclay, of 
the regular Loew unit, the Schnozzle 
jumps right down into the pit and 
the riot’s on. A dozen hats and 
three or four telephones constitute 
his sole props, and the mugg sends 
the music crew as well as the audi- 
ence into hysterics. 

There’s no denying the Schnozzle 
is one of the few distinctly individ- 


jappearing 
‘lowed by the entrance of Grock and 


|GRocK 

| Clowning ; 
150 Minutes in the ring 
| Cirque Medrano, Paris 


| Pai:s, March 30. 

| Packing Medrano, mob is coming 
to see his ‘new’ number, though 
Grock’s personality is the whole 


partners and 


thing and 
|; doesn’t effect 


change of 
jadding an accordion 
lmuch change. 

Act opens with Fiers. accordionist, 


first, immediately fol- 


partner, Geo. Lole. Ac- 
cordionist is good enough to be 
worth staging an act by himself, 
but his solos are entirely subsidiary 
in the act to Grock’s tricks, man- 
nerisms and patter, which he carries 
on with his new partner as he used 
to do with the old one. A notice- 
able change is that Grock has sup- 
pressed his miniature violin. Mazt. 


his new 





WILL OAKLAND (3) 


| Songs 


ual comics ever developea on the | 18 Mins.; In Three 


Main Stem. There's neither rhyme 


nor reason to what he does, or to 
him either, for that matter. A nut 


comic, he turns the usually quiet 
and dignified Penn into an asylum, 
and it’s a panic from start to finish. 

Two of his old songs at the piano, 
the rest of his act is a succession of 
gags, hoke and firing hats, phones 
and piano stools in all directions. 
It's not what the Shnozzle does, it’s 
how and why he does it that counts. 
They never saw him here before and 
didn’t know what to expect, but 
after he was around for five minutes 
it was evident the mob wouldn't let 
him go, and it didn’t. 

Durante’s solo appearance, at any 
rate, proves conclusively that he can 
get by any time, anywhere as a 
single. Working in vaude or pres- 
entations, he has the whole pit crew 
for stooges, and that’ all he needs. 
That and his own rough-house 
Clowning. Cohen, 





‘PALS OF THE PAST’ (6) 
Oldtimers’ Songs, Dances 

15 Mins.; One i 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 


One of the best acts of oldtimers 
ever produced, including six capable 
vets, all of whom mix into songs 
and dances of another day. A good 
type attraction for family trade in 
any part of the country. 

Lineup includes Danny Simmons, 
doubling at m.c., Blanche Newton, 
Lombard Bros., Annie Hart and 
Josephine Sabel. Last mentioned, 
the madcap of Broadway many years 
back, does a hot number not much 
longer than a bit. She’s just about 
setting herself strong when giving 


p. 

Miss Newton does a song and 
dance her father did 50 years ago; 
the Lombards figure in their Lan- 
cashire clog; Miss Hart puts over 
with plenty of pep and sales ability 
an old Irish number she socked 
home at Pastor’s 35 years back, and 
Simmons, in addition to a swell joke, 
does the ‘Irish Rag’ number some 
may remember, 

Act is nicely routined and doesn’t 
include too much talk, mistake some 
have made. 

Registered strongly at this house 
when caught. Char. 





SCOOTER LOWRY 
Songs and Dances 
11 Mins. in One 
86th St., N. Y. 


Former tough boy of the Our Gang 
ecmedies in a personal appearance, 
getting over with the favor almost 
invariably accorded children who 
are passably clever, and making an 
houest effort to bat out an act, fol- 
lowing som- terrible clips from his 
former comedies. Apparently duped 
and badly done. Once this is over 
the kid fails onto the stage in his 
familiar rig from the pictures. Later 
changes to cutaway for a neatly 
dressed Chaplin and winds up in 
evening dress and a silk hat. 

No references to his past work, 
but he goes into a song and then 
dances. His jokes are pretty sad, 
and his voice is not strong, but his 
nimble fee: and a certain likable 
J -rsonality save the act from being 
a bore to those who are not inter- 
ested in his film connection. He 
cannot handle patter and should not 
bs asked to. By are large he gets 
over to a good score. 


3 SUNSHINE GIRLS 
Singing; Dancing 

7 Mins.;. One 

86th St., N. Y. 


Not much strength in this turn 
but a pleaser for the family trade. 
Three pretty girls in some harmony 
singing, with one doing some taps 
for fair results. 

Interesting is the fact that the 
trio doesn’t try to be another imita- 
tion of the Boswell gals. They don’t 
Worry too much about harmoniz- 
ing and making sounds that don’t 
mean anything. Songs are mostly 
pop tunes but along character lines 
and more dependent on the words 
than the tunes. Which makes the 
lassies individual, to say the least. 

Kau), 


~~ * 


86th St., N. Y. 


Will Oakland frames up a new 
act for each vaudeville engagement, 
apparently. For the current trip he 
is working with three girl pianists, 
a blonde, brunette and redhead. 
Act opens with stage in black 
drapes, a flat topped desk carrying 
a prop radio set, evidently intended 
to suggest a studio. Three large 
fans are displayed at right and left 
and up center ona platform. Oak- 
land enters and goes into a special 
song about his radio requests. Fan 
on the right drops to disclose the 
blonde pianist who tells that she 
has a request. In turn the other 
fans bring the girls in, each for a 
request number. When Oakland’s 
pipes begin to clog, he makes a 
request for a piano trio, and the 
girls oblige, resting him up for the 
finale, which ends on ‘Irish Eyes’ 
with ‘Song of Songs’ for the en- 
core—and he gets the encore. 
Oakland's voice is so sugary that 
it rather cloys in a long routine, 
but apparently the audience here 
did not find it so. Act makes a 
good flash and delivers strongly. 
All the songs are amplified through 
radio sets either side of the arch 
and each of the pianists has a mike 
in addition to the soloist. 


PUTT MOSSMAN 
Horseshoe Pitching 
7 Mins.; One 
Downtown, L. A. 


Mossman has played exhibition 
horseshoe games around the coun- 
try, but this is the first time he’s 
tried to throw ringers on the stage. 
Audience didn’t know what to make 
of this new type of vaude turn but 
applauded the boy when he threw 
four ringers in a row. 

Kid is so green he rehearsed his 
act by standing in the aisle and 
tossing the mare's sandals from 
there, until the manager tipped him 
off that he couldn’t be seen from 
the balcony. Besides, a shoe might 
land in the audience. 

Mossman works with a _ stooge 
who sits on the stake, sits in front 
of it and circles his arms for Moss- 
man to throw his shoes through. 
Stooge was very nervous, and 
jumped at the wrong times. 

Stake is mounted in a shallow 
box with dirt, and was difficult to 
see from the front rows. 

Mossman talks, but his lines are 
more suitable for county fair ex- 
hibitions than a stage. He was 
also seen on the film bill, having 
some footage in ‘Strange As It 
Seems’ reel showing him as a trick 
motorcycle rider, 


FABER and FORD 
‘INTERRUPTIONS’ 
14 Mins. in One 
86th St., N. Y. 


Aman and girl working against the 
house curtains with the generai idea 
that the girl is a stooge trying to 
get a chance. She goes for the 
giggle stuff and handles it nicely, 
with the man feeding and not doing 
much else other than to give the 
women a treat. He feeds cffectively 
and the jokes click over. Girl winds 
up in tights, displaying a preity 
figure in a neat costume, and tights 
instead of bare legs a treat. 

Not particularly strong, but used 
here well down on the bill to make 
a set, and it held up. On heavier 
bills probably will not rate better 
than two or three. Formerly Faber 
and Wales. 





MURAND, GIRTON and GLORIA 
Cycling 

6 Mins.; Full (Special) 

86th St., N. Y. 

Murand and Girton were once an 
acrobatic team that closed with 
some cycling. Now it’s a trio and 
there’s still a bit of hand-to-hand 
but it’s the wheel stuff that counts. 


Okay all the way as an either- 
ender, 
Tricks are mostly routine, but 


nicely handled. One nice trick held 
for the closing has a girl turning a 
complete somersault bicycle and all 
via the use of a teeter board and 





table, Kauj. 


SONG WRITERS ON PARADE (7) 
Singing; Piano 

20 Mins.; Full 

86th Street, N. Y. 

Seven song-writers get together 
in this turn for a fairly novel and 
pleasing act. Maybe it’s a bit too 
brazen and maybe there's a bit too 
much of the self-applause angle, 
but songwriters have always been 
what they are. 

In 1922 there was a similar turn 
called ‘Song-writers Festival’ and 
previous to that still another called 
‘Trip to Hitland.’ Different people 
here and differently handled. 

Charley Tobias seems to be the 
heap big chief of the present turn. 
He’s holding the center stage almost 
all the time and he does most of 
the singing. Which is okay because 
Charley has more stage presence 
than any of the other lads having 
wandered around in an act of his 
own for some time, 

Layout has four of the writers, 
Vincent Rose, Sidney Clare, Percy 
Wenrich and Al Sherman, at grand 
pianos, which means a plenty 
crowded stage. Standing up in front 
are Al Lewis (Sherman's writing 
partner), Murry Mencher and To- 
bias. 

Starts by a little introductory 
song all around, with bows for all 
the boys. Lewis then sings his 
song ‘Tomatoes Are Cheaper’ and 
Tobias follows with an acceptable 
Eddie Cantor imitation of the same 
number. At this stage the lads 
really get busy talking and singing} 
about themselves. Rose, who evi- 
dently doesn't sing, is announced as 
the writer of ‘Avalon’ and Tobias 
sings several choruses of other songs 
by him. Lewis sings the songs he 
and Sherman wrote. Others all sing 
three or four choruses from songs of 
their own, with Tobias and Lewis 
joining in after the start-off to help 
out. 

All got plenty of nice applause 
hand-outs and the stuff seemed to 
go over at this house. Interesting 
to note is that Percy Wenrich's 
ancient ‘When You Wore a Tulip’ 
got almost as big a hand as Tobias’ 
‘Somebody Loves You,’ which is 
leading song sales currently. Lewis 


and Sherman's ‘99 Out of a Hun- 
dred’ was another nice applause 
grabber. 


Call it a freak act, but with suffi- 
cient entertainment value to click. 
Kauf. 





JOE WONG 
Talk, Songs 
13 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 
Early last year Joe Wong was 
around with a Chinese mandolin 


band, Later he discarded this for 
a double act with Miss Fumi. Cur- 
rently Wong branches out as a 


single, but retaining most of those 
bits which he used in his preceding 
acts. This single is by no means 
new, glbeit this booking placed 
Wong around the metropolitan sec- 
tion for the first time. 

Wong is an amiable Chinese youth 
with a cute personality that gets 
him over. His material is a hodge- 
podge of a few song imitations and 
some chatter. Imitates Columbo 
and Crosby, and though vocally dif- 
ferent, has their delivery and phras- 
ing down to a fair degree. A hot 
song number and a bit of would-be 
hoofing closes. 

Gets over on his personality, but 
nevertheless, gets over, 


PARKER WEINBERG (4) 
Hokum, Singing, Dancing 

14 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 


Salmagundi of hoke, stooging, 
songs, dances and talk blended to- 
gether for results that should prove 
satisfaction with the family trade. 
The hoke is effectively separated 
from the legit, but there isn’t much 
of latter, 

Weinberg indulges considerable 
talk, playing straight mostly for his 
stooge and the acro dancer-looker. 
A second girl is on the payroll for 
comedy Xing purposes. Plenty 
laughs come from that as Wein- 
berg and the other girl are down 
front, latter doing an acrobatic spe- 
cialty of merit. 

Male stooge works on the order 


of Freddie Sanborn. In a dance 
number he scores heavily. 
Hoke includes a little of nearly 


everything, plus the prat-kick with 
the girl on the receiving end. 
Did fairly well at this big house. 
Char. 


DEMNATI HARLEQUINS (6) 
Acrobatic 

8 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 

A not very exciting, but well pre- 
sented, acrobatic act, with members 
of troupe as clowns. They merely 
flirt with a couple attempts at com- 
edy, sticking mostiy to endurance 
work, tumbling, combinations, etc. 
Passes for medium time. 

Running time is a little long and 
routining not as smooth as might 
be desired, with tumbling bits stuck 


in at random, Tumbling for the 
clese siower than it might be. 
Closed show here. Char. 





Oakland's Added 2 Days 
San Francisco, April 11. 
M. L. Markowitz putting Saturday 
and Sunday vaude into his Premier, 
Oakland. Bert Levey booking. 








PALACE 


The chicken crossed the street 
and the comics were seen with 


ladies that weren't ladies, only their 


wives, plenty at the Palace Sat- 


urday afternoon. ‘Twas the open- 
ing performance of the new Palace 
bill, and it won’t go down in history 
as the worst, because it won't go 
down in history at all. 

At five o’clock, when all good lit- 
tle bills should be on their way to 
Buffalo, the second half of this one 
was just getting started. A bit 
later Ben Blue said it ws almost 
Sunday, and that was next to clos- 
ing, but the final curtain was still 
further away than a last half in 
South America. At 5:30 the actors 
were still there, but the audience 
had departed. There was quantity 
galore, though all but a few of the 
matinee customers seemed to pre- 
fer quality. Only a few rows left 
before the last turn was over, which 
meant a blow for the word-of- 
mouth this week. Too bad, because 
this show needs the help of all pos- 
sible goodwill and comment if ever 
one did. 


Pola Negri is the headliner at the 
$3 top Palace after playing the 85c 
-aramount down the street less 
than a month ago. If Miss Negri 
draws she'll be the first film name 
to have done so at the Palace. 
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit, 
absent from vaudeville for a long 
while but gainers of a radio rep in 
the meantime, may do most of the 
drawing if any, but both top names 
are problematical for the Palace. 
Miss Negri scored. Her lines are 
more suitable to the Palace acous- 
tics than those of the larger Par. 


The layout should warm the 
hearts of dramatic sketch advocates 
who aren't too old to still advo- 
cate with two present this week. 
Bert Lytell is again doing ‘The Val- 
iant’ just as he did back in '23 and 
numerous times since, with this 
sketch again more of a personal en- 
hancement for the player than an 
aid to a vaudeville bill. It uses 
seven minutes to plant a two-min- 
ute idea before the star walks on, 
then takes 20 more to settle the 
argument. Lytell is afforded an 
opportunity to ~un the whole emv- 
tion scale, and he milks + e script 
like a dairy maid. As usual, it sent 
Lytell to new applause heights, but 
it didn’t help the show's pace. 


Milton Berle is m.c’ing on a re- 
turn trip, and though he seemed 
chiefly responsible for the long run- 
ning time, the nervy kid sold him- 
self all over again with this sup- 
posedly sophisticated audience. Most 
of his gags are older than Gaston 
Palmer’s juggling routine, which 
deuced, but Berle h.s a way with 
him, and they like him. Ex- 
cepting that he crammed most of 
his stuff into the first part, Berle 
conducted himself like a vet who 
knows everything worth knowing, 
including gags—everybody’s. 

Working between all the aets,: 
Berle uses Madeline Killeen, who 
used to do her own turn, f. * a song- 
and-dance bit in one spot and an 
all-girl troupe of eight stooges in 
another. Latter are remnants of 
Berle’s regular turn, which was dis- 
carded for the Palace engagement. 
They’re a novelty, although the ma- 
terial isn’t. 


Charlie King also has a first part 
spot, singing a half dozen numbers 
out in ‘one,’ with Bob Hamill at the 
piano. He's acting and looking 
more like George M. Cohan daily, 
which isn’t a bad idea for a mimic, 
but not for King, who has done 
okay up to now being himself. They 
liked him Saturday. 


Jay Seiler and Frances Wills, 
combination of a good eccentric 


dancing boy and a corking contor- 
tion dancing girl, are a _ helpful 
opener, since the first show stopping 
moment occurs in this starting act, 
early enough. It’s caused by Miss 
Wills’ specialty. 


If anyone had told “aston Palmer 
a month ago that he would play the 
Palace this week he probably would 
have had the guy pinched on in- 
sanity charges. But here he is, No. 
2, but nevertheless here, and doing 
pretty fine. To those who remem- 
bered Palmer after his long absence 
from these parts he must have been 
quite a surprise; to those who 
didn’t remember he probably seemed 
new and novel. He derives more 
entertainment value from missing 
tricks than the average juggler 
does from perfecting them, as he 
makes all the misses register for 
laughs. A neat 13 minutes. 


Sanderson and Crumit (New Acts) 
used 30 minutes in closing the first 
part and drew a mitt plus flowers. 
The newsreel and rest stall were 
trimmed in the emergency. By the 
time the customers reached the 
lobby for a smoke they were ad- 
vised to return to their seats. That 
gave Miss Negri almost as many 
walk-ins as the Blanche Calloway 
colored orchestra, closing, had 
walk-out. She's under New Acts 
also, 

Ben Blue is sandwiched between 
the Misses Negri and Calloway and 
a couple of Berle bits. He's using 
a rearrangement of his comedy 
dance routines, with one new bit 
added. Mary Lynn is sub-billed 
and the title is ‘Meet the Wife,’ al- 
though there's a blonde in the act 
also. Two stooges complete the 








cast. Blue was a big hit, as usual 
despite a slow start through the 
handicap spotting. He’s one of the 
Palace standards by now. 

The idea may be that if they don't 
grab some of Lou Holtz’s business 
they can at least do his stuff at the 
Palace. There are no moral limits 
here this week, with the boys going 
as far as they can without muscling 
in on Minsky. It doesn’t sound 
possible that Holtz, who is doing 
business up at the opposish Holly- 
wood, is also booking the Palace 
but there are sidewalk reports “ 

Amidst the flock of stalies pass- 
ing as comedy here currently a bit 
of irony presents itself in the Ben 
Blue act. One of the stooges is Bar- 
ney Dean, a wit of note within the 
show * business. Maybe _ there's 
something to what the boys on the 
47th street beach call ‘the breaks’ 
at that. Bige. 


DOMINION, LONDON 


London, March 29, 
Charles Gulliver has taken come. 
plete control of the Dominion for 
Moss Empires, of which he is one 

of the trio of managing directors. 
Policy of the theatre has at last 
been definitely fixed. It involves 
elaborating the presentations, plus a 

feature film and a few trimmings. 
First presentation, week starting 
March 28, is Dora Maughan’'s idea. 
It consists of Dora, Stanelli and his 
band of 17, who are as good as most 


stage bands around; the Sixteen 
Dominoes, a house troupe of 
dancers, Frakson, who toured 


America some seasons back, Bobby 
Olrac, here making his first West 
End appearance, and Eda Peel. 

Show, which is dubbed ‘Dominion 
Diversions,’ scored a good break by 
opening holiday week, playing to 
capacity. 

Running 75 minutes, it exceeded 
its real time by a quarter of an hour, 
but even then was not boring. The 
entire cost was about $1,750, $200 
more than budgeted, but worth it. 
It ranks easily about the best of its 
kind seen in London. 

Stanelli, once Stanelli and Edgar 
in the States, did his usual act, 
having rejoined his old partner. 

Dora Maughan, besides doing her 
act, did a mistress of ceremonies 
very well. She refrained from mov- 
ing off and on too much, leaving 
Stanelli to handle the introductions 
very frequently. 

Eda Peel, who has been cabaret- 
ing around London for some time, 
is no Ginger Rogers, as claimed by 


7 


Dora, but is good enough here. 
Olrac has personality and can 
dance. His elocution owes alle- 


giance to Iondon Cockney, which is 
a serious drawback. Earnest study 
roaight make him a real proposition. 

With the exception of Miss 
Maughan, the band and Eda Peel, 
who stay four weeks, the show will 
change weekly. 

Miss Maughan’s major triumph is 
in discovering local talent. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, April 9. 

They liked best in this show a col- 
ored boy who isn’t even named. 
He’s with Irving Newhoff and at 
the end of the act does some acro- 
batie stepping in an original fash- 
ion. Light-footed and easy, he tied 
the show in a_ knot. Ironically 
enough, Newhoff takes the encores 
and sings and recites a semi-tragic 
number! However, he finally calls 
the dusky stepper out, who re- 
peats. Newhoff’'s act amounts to 
little otherwise. He appears as a 
teacher with a pupil for some ques- 
tion-and-answer stuff and his ‘pu- 
pil’ wins with an harmonica solo. 
Newhoff does well with his song, but 
everyone is looking for the colored 
boy. 

There is plenty of entertainment 
elsewhere on the bill. Hap Hazard 
with a girl fools a little and erects 
a wire on which the girl performs. 
Hazard follows skipping rope on the 
wire. He also climbs a ladder bal- 
anced on the wire, jumps a line of 
knives, and dances with noncha- 
lance. Besides his skill he has a 
nice sense of comedy. 

Bento Brothers and Rita are brief 
with some balancing, acrobatics and 
risley work. The brothers balance 
head-to-head for an unusually long 
time, and do other difficult feats. 

Peggy O’Neal and company, & 
dance act, use their own set sug- 
gesting a hotel. A girl dressed as 4 
bare-legged bell-hop introduces two 
girls and later a young man, who 
dance nicely. The bell-hop sings 
and dances, and they end with all 
five stepping. It’s mild, but it sat- 
isfies, 

A real novelty here is George La- 
Follette, protean artist and magi- 
cian. He starts with a sketch in 
which he plays several characters, 
first changing back of a screen and 
then making several changes by 
simply turning around in fell view. 
With his company he causes char- 
acters to disappear and reappear In 
cabinets. As a magician he does one 
series of tricks with small props, 
alternating. with cabinet stunts. His 
best cabinet illusion brings several 
covered figures out of the cabinet 
and leaves them downstage. When 
the last is uncovered it is LaFollette 
himself, 


Feature ‘One Hour with You 





(Par) and house jammed. 
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a 
STATE 


for this week is all wrong, 
aiits comedy and variety of 
gaterial, put for some reason that 

n’t appear on the surface it 
qurned out to be rousing entertain- 

nt. Vaudeville shows often take 
6 quirk, bills that do violence 
ro technical conventions coming 
through with audience appeal, At 

uess, the reason this one clicked 
was that at this performance dur- 
ing the heavy rain of Saturday the 
house was capacity and the audi- 
ence was in a friendly mood. Also 
the clicks fell in lucky spots, with 
York and King making a comedy 
eleanup in No. 4 and the closing 
turn, Dick and Edith Barstow, 
working up a tempest of applause 
with their stair tap routine on the 
toes. 

Awkward first half opened with 
two numbers without women and 
devoid of either song or dancing. 
No. 3 depended upon stepping and 
harmony of the two men in a trio 
and it was not until No. 4 with 
York and King that the laughs 
really got warmed up. After that 
riotous session of 20 minutes, it was 
a tough spot for Gus Van with his 
dialect numbers. It would have 
been tough for any single and no 


pargain for anybody but a rough 
and tumble low comedy act, and 


Van suffered in consequence. 

4 conventional closing turn would 
have stepped into something quite 
impossible, but Dick and Edith 
Barstow registered promptly with 
their neat ‘book agent’ dance bit at 
the opening and built to a top 
score at their climactic toe tap fin- 
ish on the stairs. For applause re- 
turns the young pair led the per- 
formance. This finish is a sensa- 
tional stunt with boy and girl on 
their toes for not less than five 
minutes without pause, the routines 
involving pretty much every type 
of step, intricate winging and even 
a finale of the boy doing acrobatic 
hock steps up and down the stairs. 

York and King have a new open- 
ing and a comedy gem. “Traveler 
in ‘one’ parts, showing them before 
a velvet drop in ‘two’ both seated 
in a natty sleigh of the type once 
called a ‘cutter.’ Both are dressed 
in just the right exaggeration of 
late 19th century get-up. There 
isn’t any horse, but Chic handles 
the reins with all seriousness as 
the talk goes into the modern auto 
routine of ‘Walk back home or else’ 
for a wealth of laughs. May be a 


revival for them, but it’s new 
around these corners. Rest of the 
turn is as usual, with Daughter 


True on for a song and a neat bit 
of stepping and the rich clowning 
of the pair. First lively comedy of 
the performance and got big re- 
turns. 

Morgan and Stone opened. 
banjo playing boys have been 
around some few years now, but 
atill have the likable quality that 
marked them as beginners—bub- 
bling enthusiasm in their brisk 
strumming that gives them dis- 
tinction. They don’t sing any more, 
leaving the flashy banjo playing to 
go on merit. 

Paul Remos and his three mid- 
get acrobats seemed out of place 
No. 2, although an attractive nov- 
elty, with the stalwart Remos per- 
forming surprising hand-to-hand 
and perch balancing feats with his 
miniature partners, Act is nicely 
dressed as to settings and cos- 
tumes, and has a likable sprinkling 
of simple comedy. 

Lubin, Larry and Andre were un- 
der a handicap being the third turn 
ungraced by a petticoat, until the 
girl who completes the trio makes 
a brief appearance late in the run- 
ning, and then only for a perfunc- 
tory bit of dancing. Act has a dull 
opening, with the straight man on 
alone for an introductory number, 
leading to entrance of the blackface 
comic. The comedy is not particu- 
larly strong, serving only as a time 
killer, working up to the real meat 
of the turn which is the capital 
harmonizing of the two men and 
the almost sensational tap dancing 
of the comedian, It was this step- 
Ping bit that aroused the audience 
to its first hearty demonstration of 
the performance. 

This performance was mercilessly 
cut, even the overture being elimi- 
nated and stage proceedings run- 
Ning only slighily over an hour. 
Length of the feature ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB) probably the 
reason. Rush. 


Two 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, April 6. 
Stage show at Denver Orpheum 
had plenty of variety and in spite 
of small house applause was liberal 
&t the afternoon show. 
Organ solo dispensed with and 
Overture cut to the vanishing point 


account of the drill by the honor 
Squad of the St. John’s Military 
School, Salina, Kan. 30ys (seven- 


teen) put on a drill that is faultless 


raat as execution goes, but their 
“"Structors should put more pep 
‘nto the act and not have them 
mince over the stage with steps five 
ns ix inches long. Gives one the 
Mek Ny looking at it. Audience is 
Oli te 


: and applauds freely. | 


aj, ttles Ahearn and his Million- 
rela Hoboes head the vaude and | 
Panic the crowd with their band | 
liar moa ae wagon. Billed as ‘Mil- | 
— the first shock is when | 

Curtain is pulled and eight or ' 





lened stage in 


ten hoboes of various heights from 
four feet to over six feet form a 
band with instruments as off size 
as the members. Their music is 
nil, the orchestra supplying that. 
Another shock is experienced when 
a style show is announced, and the 
first one across the stage is a beau- 
tiful model in a white fur coat— 
the rest of the models are out of 
the millionaire gang dressed as 
comics. They make rapid changes 
and each parades across two or 
three times. For a close all climb 
aboard a circus band wagon, and 
when it is run around the stage the 
power is shown to be the leader in- 
side pedaling in bicycle fashion. 


The act not only stands ace high 
with the crowd but they get in 
stronger with the children by 
throwing huge balloons over the 


audience to the youngsters. 

Helen Yorke and Virginia John- 
son deuce spot with their vocaliz- 
ing. Their best and closing num- 
ber was a snatch of grand opera 
sung as two night club girls would. 
One of the girls is usually on the 
aria while the other one is making 
faces as though she can’t stand the 
singing, and at the same time 
chimes in with ‘Yes We Have No 
Bananas’ and lines from other pops. 

Bill Farrell and his dad (76) en- 
tertain with routine of old and new 
dances and chatter that is weak. 

Van Cello opens with a juggling 
act. Lying on his back with a small 
keg, open at both ends, he juggles 
a ball through and over and catch- 
ing it in two cups on the upper side 
of the keg. A neat act. 


HIPPODROME 


A three-hour and 33-minute show 
for 25c. up to 1 p. m. and a half 
buck thereafter may be more than 
some want for their money, but in 
any event it’s one’s money’s worth, 
any way figured. 
a.m., house gives an added feature 
to eat up early running time. 

Regular turnover includes on cur- 
rent layout eight acts, with 
Walton adding to it as m.c., ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio) as the longie on 
screen, Pathe News, orchestra 
overture, a two-reeler, ‘Extra Ex- 
tra’ (RKO-Pathe), a cartoon and 
plenty of trailers. 


While it has its points on draw- 
ing side, after a person has sat 
through all this the fan may not 
want any more show for a week. 
Gluttin’ ’em may have the effect of 
killing off the appetite. 


Saturday afternoon’s business dis- 
proves this to an extent, with seats 
on lower floor at a premium. RKO 
is in here on a month-to-month 
basis. It doubtless wouldn't stay if 
the fill-"em-up policy at Automat 
prices was the wrong c e for this 
spot. A cut of some of the film 
filler, however, bringing show’s run- 
ning time down near to the endur- 
ance stage, probably wouldn’t make 
any difference. Chances are most 
of the business comes in here for 
the eight acts anyway rather than 
for anything else. 

Show is headed by Bert Walton, 
whose assigned spot is next to shut, 
where he follows some surefire talk 
with work from the pit. Stanza of 
chatter with the leader is a little 
long, but succeeds in landing, with 
the plant who stalks down the aisle 
as a customer looking for a seat, 
nailing act down solidly for the fin- 
ish. 

Walton appears on top of the 
overture for a couple minutes, in- 
troing himself as m.c., and there- 
after sandwiching each act, doing 
bits with some. He acquits him- 
self creditably. 

First on Van Horn and Inez, 
roller-skating turn, which did un- 
usually well for an opener Satur- 
day afternoon, their announced 
swinging trick for the finish rais- 
ing them into & hand. 


Gus and Will second in dances 
and acrobatic bits, set off for 
laughs which arrive, and Parker 


Weinberg (New Acts) third. Lat- 
ter’s four-people hoke hodge-podge 
is followed by another turn fresh 


from the workshop, ‘Pals of the 
Past’ (New Acts). 
‘Pals’ is an old-timer setup, in- 


cluding Danny Simmons, Blanche 
Newcomb, Annie Hart, Josephine 
Sabel and the Lombard Bros., in 
numbers of a bygone day. Audience 
went for their performance, includ- 
ing the m.c’ing by Simmons. There's 
probably more real 





entertainment | 


Opening at 10) 


Sert | 





value wrapped up in this turn of vets) 


than any other yet done, but why 
not more of a routine for Miss 
Sabel? 

The young picture name, Leon 


Janney, on fifth in a mixture of 
songs, dances and impressions, lat- 
ter of film stars, including Che- 
valier, Dietrich and Durante. Die- 
trich by far the best, that of Du- 
rante in the ‘Ups to Hia’ number 
n.s.g. Janney has a lot of person- 
ality and good stu’e presence, but 
in his theatre usher specialty goes 
badly off keel. It’s too long, for one 


thing, and, secondly, suffers from 
the dramatic attempt. 

The Sylvia Dean-Bobby Joyce 
tevue preceded Valton, doing 
nicely. Quintet of sturidly-built 


girls carried by the fast-dancing 
young team works on a semi-dark- 
their first number. 
This doesn’t show off their acrobatic 


dance combinations as effectively. 
Demnati Harlequins «New Acts) 

closes. Of average value and too 

long, eight minutes. Char. 


| 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 9. 

This house is tagging along with | 
the local show business mania for 
personals of any kind and sort. 
After missing with a try on a local 
radio turn, ‘Myrt and Marge,’ the 
theatre returns to the screen per- 
sonalities, bringing in Victor Mc- 
Laglen and Charles Judels (New 
Acts). Present stanza makes it the 
first regular full-week stand after 
having broken the act in around In- 
diana burgs. 

As presently arranged McLaglen | 
is drawing down the meat 
billing and the bulk of turn. 
is suffering from bad 
makeup. In his present sailor out- | 
fit he’s missing the essential of per- | 





of the| 
Judels 


costuming and | 


sonal appearance—the ability of the |#cts. Here's a six-act show at 
audience to recognize the person- |RKO’'s Yorkville pride and joy with 
ality. It’s only after he’s been chat-|each act, separately scanned, okay 
tering for about 10 minutes that the} and better. Combined, and as laid 
audience finally starts to remember | out, it’s pretty much a heada he. | 
him on the screen. McLaglen makes| Also Evans and Mayer, who have | 
no such mistake. He’s in marine|next-to-shut any number of fine 


uniform from the jump-off, in 
character which made him in ‘Cock- 
eved World.’ Present arrangement 
of costuming puts Judels to a bad 
disadvantage, and unless a shift is 
made the value of Judels to the act 
will be entirely lost. 


Both are accustomed to the stage 
and can handle their lines. It’s a 
talking act against a Chinese war |“ 


backdrop that can get by on its per- 
sonal strength B. & K. here had 
been dickering with the turn, wish- 
ing to play it in conjunction with 
McLaglen’s ‘Devil's Lottery’ flicker 
at the Oriental next week. 

Show is composed of five acts 
that are standard in vaudeville 
Taken individually each has all the 
elements of entertainment, but pres- 
ent routining and lineup don't show 
them in their best lights. Arrange- 
ment lack balance, bulk and flash. 
Show doesn’t build, in spite of five 
acts which are solidly okay in 
themselves. 

Four Ortons opened on an array 
of wire work that is abreast with 
the most modern standards of pres- 


ent-day vaude. Fast and tricky 
workmanship and an addition of 
comedy that doesn’t miss. Edgar 


Bergen is back with his doctor’s 
office ventriloquism, Bergen has a 
deft and easy sense of dummy- 
handling for light comedy results. 
His voice, however, is pitched a 
trifle too low to reach the back 
rows of the bigger arenas. 

Violet Carlson also a standard 
repeat here. Has nifty eye for bur- 
lesque clowning, and built her own 
act from quiet beginnings to a 
smacking finish. Due to an evident 
cold, voice was somewhat weak on 
the opening songs at the first show, 
but that’s a temporary annoyance 
for Miss Carlson. She made up for 
it more than enough on shrewd 
mugging and showmanship, and got 
enough laughs out of the final com- 
edy-fandango session to send the 
turn home solidly. 

Joe Laurie, jir., closed, following 
McLaglen-Judeis. Laurie brought 
the clinching smack of the afternoon. 
A monologist that showed many of 
his predecessors how the _ single 
talker routine should be handled for 
a smooth flow of laughs. An act 
here that moves along at swift pace 
that appears just free and easy. 
Laurie backs off to the side occa- 
sionally to make way for some hoof- 
ing and vocalizing by a femme and 
four boys. Of most importance it’s 
one of the few monolog bits that re- 
mains without an indication of a 
blue line and yet garners more than 
its share of results. It proves that 
there are still comedy lines around 
which don't have to depend on the 
bathroom. 

susiness slow at the opening Sat- 
urday, due to a rather early start, 
but began filling nicely towards the 
close. Feature, ‘Steady Company’ 
(U). Gold, 


RKO HILLSTREET, L.A. 


Los Angeles, April 7. 
House is using a trailer inform- 
ing the customers that these RKO 
vaude bills originate at the Palace, 
New York, come to Los Angeles 
from San Francisco, and go from 
here to Salt Lake, and are the only 

surviving specimens of big time. 
Opener, Fortunello and Cirillino, 
is a nifty in the class of grotesque 
tumbling, but the balance of the 62 








minutes stage stuff is very ordi- 
nary fodder, giving the reaction 
that if this is big time hooray tor} 


| pictures, The trailer for next week's | 





jlaughs by comment. 


ition of the brisk 


Slim Summerville-ZaSu Pitts pic- 
ture did as well with laughs. 
Second spot held by Hope Vernon 


in some ballads and a violin imi- | 
tation using a prop fiddle that 
didn't fool a soul. 

Trey has Marty May doing some 
‘asual fooling and bringing Jean 


tale 


Carroll on for a long-winded 
out of which May jerks some mild 
This 15 min- 
utes is mere filler with the 
i hoofing wir 


excep- 
a ip DY 
Miss Carrol), 

Both are part of Anatole Fried- 
<= Show Boat Revue, w! 
t the remair 
e six line girls 
lenge stuff in one change and 

ties for the finale to give the 
ch variety as possible. 
ve tenor ane a stoore 
are the balance 
were pretty dingy and the 


i am- 


rough iing half 
T ao chal- 


Jvronps 


|}gether to 


the | 


girls’ costumes were about ready 
for the cleaners as caught here. 
Miss Carroll had the only fresh 


looking outfits in the show. 

House was thin around the edges. 
Feature is Pathe’s ‘Carnival Boat, 
but Chic Sale’s ‘A Hurry Call’ is 
the prize entertainment of the show. 
Pathe News, incidentally, includes 
a fanny gag that would never get 
by in a dramatic subject. 


86TH ST. 


When the vaudeville 
what it is that 


gods get to- 
discuss 
business more than any- 
ght 


ter of laying out shows and booking 


thing, they mi take up the mat- 


lspectacle of practically dying—en- 
| tirely due to being assigned the key 
| position, which spot they don't fit 
ion this particular lineup. 

| It’s largely a matter of overdoing 
| 

| 


the vocal stuff. There’s singing in| 
levery single act outside of the} 
| opener, and at least four of the six 

cts are strictly dependent on the} 

ongs. | 
| When Murand, Girton and Gloria 
| (New Acts) get through with a nice 
|cyeling opener, the ‘Three Sunshine} 
iGirls (New Acts) walk on for a 
| number of harmony songs. Glenn 
!and Jenkins, who should have been 
next to closing, are number three 
| with their familiar comedy turn. 


Okay so far and they almost stopped 
the show. 

Irene Bordoni 
little trouble and 
actual show-stopper with three 
well-chosen numbers. She started 
with ‘Two Loves Have I,’ which 


topped them with 
accomplished an 


de Paris, Paris, and ended with 
Chevalier’s ‘Valentine’ song, entirely 
in French. Latter is just naughty 
enough to be cute and the sort of 
thing customers expect from the 
French lass. 

Edith Evans and Ray Miller are 
pleasant, capable and peppy. But 
they just seem a complete let-down 
after what has gone ahead. Miss 
Evans is a singer, and Ray pounds 
the ivories for her. Had they been 
third, with the colored team fifth, it 
would have been a bit better, though 
still not helping completely. They 
simply don’t fit on this bill. It’s un- 
fair to the theatre, and still more 
unfair to them. 

For a closer there's ‘Song 


that 
stage 


Any hoofer 
walked on the 


would have been kissed. But that’s 
vaudeville. Maybe the booking of- 


fice figured the dancing would be 
taken care of by the _ picture, 


‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 
Kauf. 


AUDUBON 


With close of current show, this 
uptown Skouras neighborhood first 
run goes straight vaudeville on the 
entire week. Will play a bill of five 
acts with changes on Tuesdays and 
| Fridays, Skourases having found, 
jit is said, that regular vaude sits 
|} better with Washington Heights’ 
trade than a polyglot policy of a 
presentation, with an m. c. and pos- 
sibly a couple added acts. 

Splitting the week up between 
vaude and the other policy is also 
bad in that people don't exactly 
know what to expect from the 
stage. 

Through change to vaude 
F.&M. loses a half week in New 
York from the Skourases. Shows 
| Will be continued at the downtown 
Academy, but Ed Lowry, who's been 
alternating between both theatres, 





| 
| 
| 





only, 


is at Fox, Philadelpnia, for a 
change, He may come back later. 
Last unit up here, ‘Nursery 


Rhymes,’ headed by Tom Patricola, 
somewhat under average. Its scen- 
ery shows the wear and tear of a 
long route, and its general enter- 
tainment value fails to prove much 
fresher with exception of Patricola 
and the Lucille Sisters in an im- 
pression of Duncan Sisters as 
‘Topsy and Eva.’ 

Patricola has some very poor ma- 


| terial, particularly his talk with the 


Lucilles, but in other respects he 
makes the show rear up. His hard 
shoe dance a standout. Later Pa- 
tricola works to a froth a lot of 
business in connection with a bal- 





loon chicken effigy which he blows 
up and plays with in amusing 
fashion. With the balloon he does 
a funny takeoff on Larbarina and 
Pal, girl working with a little pom- 
eranian earlier in the routine. 

The Luci sister team worl 
into Patricol: t, but the 
dar ‘ efforts are }] I Ent, ‘ ’ 
portie ns fizzle 

schichtl’s Marionette close, fur- 

er dding that nursery rhyme 
; cl oy is 1 e of ; Th f« 

‘ a nan jo ‘ rowl ] b t 
will pass with latter. 

Many of the production numbers 


vaude programs, present the curious | 


° < ° | 
Josy Baker introduced at the Casino 


Writers 


inadvertently 
somew here the theatres’ behalf, 
along the middle of the proceedings| close alignment between the stage 
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Air Barometer 


(Continued from page 1) 
win-Wasey, 


handling the account, 


and the other to supervise local 
hook-up broadcasts. 
La Palina, presenting Kate 





| Smith, pays the wire charges dur- 
ing out of town stage dates, which 


} 
} 
| 
i 
' 


amount to around $1,500 a week, 
| provide a press agent, local ad- 
vertising funds and extra mu- 
sicians. Singin’ Sam, the Barbasol 


air aid, is 


all stage 


receiving full salary on 
dates with no agency 
commission deduced. P.K. Wrigley’s 


‘Myrt and Marge,’ receiving $750 
for radio, is getting $1,000 extra 
for current vaudeville dates. Wrig- 


| ley personally engineered the stage 
for the purpose of 
taining the air act’s stage drawing 


ability. 


| bookings ascer- 


Extra Plugging 
Besides the information gained on 
the talent’s drawing powers, many 


|} advertisers figure added coverage 
;}and good will through stage ap- 


pearances. An air act in an average 
theatre will play to from 25,000 to 
| 50,000 persons in a week, dependent 
upon capacity and good or poor 
|} business, each of whom imme- 
the act with 
sponsor. Added 
are credit lines in the billings, 
theme songs mentioning the prod- 
uct cr even the name of the act. 
While an increase in the 
| ultimate motive for radio adver- 
| tising with any manufacturer, sales 
}are not an always accurate in- 
| dication of the radio program's ef- 
| fectiveness. Nor is fan mail con- 
| sidered infallible, although up to 
;now the quantity of mail received 
and the reaction expressed therein 
has been a radio players’ biggest 
recommendation with countless air 
| acts rising and falling with the 
| postage. 3ut those who do not 
| place 100% faith in sales response 
and fan mail, and this takes in the 
majority of radio advertisers, are 
constantly searching for additional 
or contrary proof. This has caused 
the stageward trend. 
Theatres Loosen Up 

Theatres no longer object to the 
|} use of their stages as commercial 
advertising mediums. This made 
the theatre circuits shy of anything 
resembling radio commercialism in 
| the past, but lately the grosses 


associates the 


diately 


commercial plugs 


sales is 





> ’ Y , ‘te thie . s 
on f — (New Acts), which} piled up by some radio names has 
means four more pianos and five| prompted them to overlook the plug 
more singers. All males and the}, ‘le. Tie athe i. aieie 
novelty effect of their act put them| “"8'®. +!¢-ups between theatres 
over Saturday afternoon and air advertisers, including the 


latter’s exploitation expenditures in 
is bringing a 


and the air. 

| Sisters of the Skillet’ and Stoop- 
nagle and Budd (Proctor & Gam- 
ble), Arthur Tracy (Pillsbury), Ben 
Alley (Charris), Mills Bros, 
(Crisco), and Alex Gray and Bos- 
well Sisters (Chesterfield), and 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra (Pont- 
iac), are a few commercially pre- 
sented radio names currently play- 
ing stage dates are regularly as the 
average vaudeville turn. 


‘Naughty’ Films 








(Continued from page 1) 


day license he 
| fireworks. 

Church film was condemned by 
Charles L. Davis, a business man 
who was the principal proponent 
for Sunday shows. He said the 
church photoplay showed Adam 
and Eve and other characters actu- 
ally in the nude. Church sexton 
defended the Adam and Eve pic- 
ture saying the Bible is very frank. 
Town officials withheld their de- 
cision, 

Day following the hearing, John 
C, Pittman, chairman of the Board 
of Selectmen that called the hear- 
ing, was aroused from his sleep by 
an unidentified woman who insisted 
on praying in his parlor while he 
stood by in his bathrobe. Pittman 
said the woman prayed that his 
heart would be steeled against 
granting a license for Sunday films. 


started plenty of 











are 2round familiar fairyland stuff, 
including ‘Woman in the Shoe,’ 
| Little Miss Muffet,’ ‘Simple Simon,’ 
‘Mistress Mary’ and others. kin- 
semble of 12 carries out the scheme 
generally in costuming, putting on 


bills and feathers for Mother Goose 


atmosphere on the close. This their 
best number 

= re § ON ru 45 n t 
pretty lor nd as a result < 
tendency to slownes 

reature ‘shop Ang (To ) ar 
indie, w l’ox-Movietone ‘ 
anda ( 4 Ire ir } > 
Educ . 

sirei nee badly oft Thursday 
night. Char. 
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MINNESOTA 


(Continued from page 35) 


comedy dancing and strutting and 
his acrobatics and tap work. Fora 
finale the curtains at the back of the 
stage parted to reveal an immense 
birthday cake holding four larg 
candles. 

The overture was selections from 
‘The Student Prince’ and utilized 
Joe Griffin, popular tenor from the 


B. & K. houses, Chicago; Gertrude 
Lutzi, pleasing local singer, and a | 
male chorus of eight voices. This 


number also went over very big. 
Also on the program were a com- 
edv organ number by Jack Malerich, | 
called ‘Strange as It Seems,’ and 
built about screen pictures of local 
instances caming under that head; 


a short, ‘Screen Snapshots,’ and 
Paramount news. Feature, ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (Metro), did not prove a 
strong draw. Rees. 


PENN 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 

Schnozzle Durante (New Acts) 
on the screen in ‘The Passionate 
Plumber’ and also on the stage 
supplies the big nose and the big 
noise at the Penn this week. And 
how this show needs the Schnoz- 
zola is nobody's business! He not 
only saves it, he makes it, more 
than earning the $3,500 wage he’s 
getting here for the six days. 

Outside of his flicker work, this 
burg doesn’t know Schnozzle from 
Adam. He has never played here, 
and only the show-wise mob know 
of his stage reputation with the firm 
of Clayton, Jackson and Durante. 
That was evident by the thinness 
of his opening reception, but that 
didn't bother the Schnozzola. Any- 
thing but. He got down in the pit, 
started banging the piano, letting 
fly music, telephones and hats and 
the pit crew, and it was all over but 
the shouting. It was a panic, and 
the house came down. There's no 
stopping Durante once he gets un- 
der way, and he gave ’em every- 
thing this afternoon. 

What is more important is the 
way the Penn crowd, unacquainted 
with the Schnozzola’s type of 
raughhouse comedy, went for him. 
It was easy to see that Jimmy has 
missed the stage, for he plunged 
into things with a vengeance, and 
once the customers warmed up he 
was off. Originally allotted 12 min- 
utes, he Aid closer to 25 and had to 
beg off. Then when the pit crew 
went haywire on the music for the 
finale the Schnozzle rushed out 
from the wings, fired his coat, hat 
and vest into the orchestra loft and 
the riot started all over again. 

Durante works next-to-closing ina 
regulation Loew unit, ‘Westward Hi 
Ho,’ and doesn’t need the stage at 
all, playing from the orchestra en- 
tirely. Presentation has Don Bar- 
clay, Marion Eddy, Oscar Ragland, 
a Chester Hale chorus and others, 
and apparently started out to be a 
dude ranch story affair. Whether 
it stopped in the middle or whether 
Schnozzola’s engagement changed 
things isn’t known, but there’s little 
to it. 

Mixed chorus promises much at 
the outset with a swell acrobatic 
routine, but that’s followed by a lot 
of talk between Barclay and Miss 
Eddy that lets things down with a 
thud, picking up a bit at the end 
of the Eddy song. There's a black- 
out that has Mr. Hyde and Fran- 
kenstein turning out to be a couple 
of pansies for its punch, and a 
number with Barclay and the 
chorus as the front and back legs 
of a flock of horses isn’t bad on 
novelty. Aide from that, there’s 
Barclay’s old bit, the one where he 
explains an old-fashioned meller 
that’s flashed on ihe screen. He's 
done it around here before, but it’s 
still okay. 

The rest is all Durante. Penn 
never needed a name as badly, and, 
what is more, a name that could de- 
liver. That Jimmy does. 

Lois Miller at the organ opens 
with the community singing, soloing 
herself into a mike for her usual 
finish. Harry Hoehle’s overture a 
collection of tunes from ‘Countess 
Maritza.’ Cohen, 





CAPITOL 


New York, April 8. 

Loew's is now beginning to cut 
down protection to itself, but not as 
narrowly as other chains have, not- 
ably Publix. ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), 
from a forced run at the Astor at 
$2, is in here in less than two weeks, 
quick clearance for Loew. Extended 
ryn at the Astor probably will give 
picture benefit of draw here. 

Picture runs one hour, 50 minutes, 
very long. Stage revue does 33, 
which, along with filler and orches- 
tral overture, gives patrons cur- 
rently a near three-hour show, and 
with a turnover of six on the fea- 
ture keeps house open to 1:56 a.m, 

Stage show, ‘Blue Waves,’ built by 
Chester Hale, looks better on paper 
than in action. Block and Sully 
clicked at the Friday evening deluxe 
show only mildly, while Serge Flash, 
another act that should have shot 
punch into the proceedings, worked 
haphazardly. 

Flash, crack juggler-showman, 
was in his poorest form. He made 
eeveral misses and more often than 


aot miscalculated. One of his jug- 


— 


gling sticks went into the orchestra | 


pit, to be followed later by one of 
the big rubber balls. Even if a stall, 
it looked like anything else. 


holds in his mouth. 
up badly on this, with audience poor 
ball players. Most of them couldn’t 


In large houses like this one 
would be advisable to either cut the 
audience bit out or use only the 
front rows as the pitcher’s box. 
Block and Sully appear farther} 
songs and dances. 
enough, even for a square acre like 
the Cap, but the audience, when | 
caught, wouldn't buy enthusiastic- | 
ally. 
The Phelps Twins open show with 
the Chester Hale Girls (16), reap- 
pear about the middle with the line 
again, and at the finish. Back- 
ground of idea being the water, 
opening has the girls against a 
South Sea drop. In-between stanza, 
fullstage, is effective in that illu- 
sion of a sail boat going through the 
water, with Phelps twain aboard, 
strikes the eye, but the boat is tilted 
too much one way. It always looks 
as though it’s capsizing. 


For a finish, Flash tosses the ball Conrad Nagel's name figuring fora 
into the audience, to be thrown back} strong draw from fans, builds on 
to him for a catch on the stick he} the favorable impression made by 
Show slowed) last week’s 


| 


pitch the ball to the desired spot.| downstairs floor showing few vacant 
it! seats despite discouraging weather. 
| opens 
| tains 


la novel 





Hale girls, costumed in the sheer 
Hale manner, work downstage, car} 
rying sail effects off their right arms 
to suggest the spirit of something or 
other. Later, for finale, they are in 
bathing suits, backing up on direct 
conclusion for Dolores, Eddy and 
Douglas, adagio trio (2 m, 1 w). 
Adagio triumvirate works in a 
showmanlike, surefire manner, but 
have nothing particularly new to of- 
fer. Jump of girl from a spring- 
board piece not so hot nor so high. 
Business good Friday night. 
Char. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 4. 
For a number of years, picture 
house operators have been feeling 
sorry for the legit. They have 
reasoned that the decline and fall 
of the legitimate theatres has been 
due to the amusement business in 
its rapid advance passing the legit 
completely. 
Howard Thurston, the country’s 
ace magician, has been breaking 
picture house records for the past 
six months. So thoroughly steeped 
in and typical of legit showmanship, 
he must have a number of the dyed- 
in-the-wool picture operators be- 
lieving that after all, something 
must be the matter with their 
operation. He has worked under 
great handicaps, for in practically 
every house he has played, he has 
been teamed up with a crow pic- 
ture. In spite of this, every house 
he has played has finished the week 
in the black. 
Magicians are known not by what 
they do, but by what they don’t 
do. Thurston, while he may not 
trot out a full bag of tricks, and 
in most cases sells illusions and 
tricks that are timeworn, displays 
a brand of showmanship that few 
stage attractions in picture houses 
possess, If nothing else, his ability 
to get a committee of 100 out of 
the audience and onto the stage 
while he saws a woman in half is 
one of the theatre’s wonders. He 
uses a good sprinkling of stooges, 
but the muggs from the audience 
make the trick. 
Sawing a woman in half has been 
done and exposed in practically 
every store show in the country. 
Most magicians would hesitate 
about using it. Thurston features 
the trick and makes it stand out 
like a diamond on a dime store 
jewelry counter. 

His biggest illusion, the triple 
trunk mystery, with the girl being 
shot out of a cannon on the stage 
a..d emerging from a trunk that 
slides down from the balcony, is 





also an old timer but it’s still hot 
stuff. 

Wisely, he limits his card manip- 
ulation to about two minutes. 
Plenty of card men around. Thurs- 
ton only uses it as a stall for time. 

One trick, a glass box about a 
foot square, from which he brings 
a man and a girl was almost tipped 
off due to bum lighting, which dis- 
closed to the front of the house the 
gimmick on the back of curtain. 

Thurston is on for 35 minutes, 
packed with entertainment. His 
smooth manner and appeal to the 
kids sells Thurston rather than ma- 
gic. At the second show Monday, 
half the house was _ youngsters, 
Thurston making them get up and 
tell how many shows they had seen. 
One kid admitted he had been in 
the theatre since the opening at 
2 p.m. 

Business was near capacity, 
which certainly wasn't attracted by 
Columbia’s ‘Final Edition,’ the fea- 
ture. A Radio short completed the 
bill. 

Thurston, with 27 people, his own 
exploitation manager, and business 
manager, is a buy for any picture 
house at $4,500, particularly with 
his record. Call. 








Loew Books Air Girl 
| Vaughn DeLeath, CBS singer, 
| plays two weeks for Loew, opening 


|at the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, April 


Following week the songstress 
plays the State, New York, 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, April 10. 
A neat stage production, with 


music comedy, ‘Follow 
Thru.’ This afternoon house on 
opening day looked fatrly good, the 


from what they’ve seen around this 
town. Lopez is selling his music 
and thereby himself. His solo con- 
tribution at the piano clicked heay- 
ily with this rather snooty audience 
and he had to encore with the per- 
ennial ‘Nola.’ If.the customers here 
were expecting to see another hot- 
cha band leader, with wise cracks 
and heaving motions, they were dis- 
appointed. Lopez is too smart to 
copy any-of his contemporaries. He 





This week's offering, ‘Star Revels,’ | 
with silhouette effect, cur+! 
being parted just enough to} 
and band 


show Zizz Black, m. ¢., 


down in the unit with their talk,|),,ger and a few members of the| drum sections get the breaks. 
They sell it well | st 


age band. After a few bars of} 
music, during which the leader uses} 
his hands to create shadow figures, | 
touch that is effective as| 
long as it isn’t overdone. The cur- 
tains go up and reveal the full band| 
on platform, at front of stage. They | 
have the first number, a_ tricky) 
piece called ‘That’s How the Band 
Makes Music,’ calling on the various 
instruments and somewhat reminis- 
cent of Heidt’s ‘Johnny _ Piper,’ 
though here it is ‘Zizz’ Black who 
does all the singing. 


The Mastbaum dancing ensemble 
in simple blue outfits follows, with 
‘Zizz’ putting them through their 
paces to show how a dance number 
is made. Both selections put the 
new m. c. in a favorable light, show - | 
ing he is getting to feel at home| 
on the Mastbaum stage and draw- 
ing a good audience response. 


Sammy Cohen, the film comic, 
who is introduced as ‘Schnozzle 
Durante’s Only Rival,’ on next with 
a monolog that is decidedly flat. It 
is not until he forgets he is a film 
personage and gets into his falls, 
his snake-charming skit and the 
boxing bout that the act begins to 
warm up. Doris Roche, who assists 
with a song and some patter, is 
brought out from the wings by 
Cohen, who introduces her as his 
wife. She is a personable dark- 
haired girl with a fairly smooth song 
delivery and a distinctly good looker. 
Vilma and Buddy Ebsen follow with 
a peppy, well-timed dance offering. 

The Mastbaum dancing ensemble 
comes through this week with an- 
other praiseworthy piece of work, 
‘Wedding of the Wooden Soldier and 
the China Doll.’ In colorful military 
uniforms, the soldiers march across 
the stage, in hoopskirts the dolls 
pirouette gracefully, register the 
mechanical movements of the ballet 
flawlessly. The couples march up 
stairways at the sides of the band 
platform to the top where a bell is 
lifted to reveal a tiny minister. A 
fine bit of production with Bill Pow- 
ers credited for the dance routine. 

Conrad Nagel closes the show, the 
nature of his act making that the 
most effective position. Introduced 
by M-G-M trailer, ho comes on 
stage for brief opening talk and 
then does his comedy ‘Screen Test’ 
with Ruth Marsh. Followed by dra- 
matic interlude from ‘The Trial of 
Mary Dugan,’ with heads revealed 
by baby spots. Nagle meets with a 
warm, enthusiastic reception. His 
personality and the compact nature 
of his presentation make this one 
of the most satisfying of the per- 
sonal appearance offerings. 

Milton Charles, whose informal 
talks with the audience from the 
console of his organ have resulted 
in a real friendly atmosphere, goes) 
a step further this week and offers 
to encourage any talent lurking in 
his singing class. 

His first protege is Frank Davis, 
recruited from the usher ranks and 
one of the oldest ushers in Mast- 
baum service. He has a deep, pleas- 
ing voice that hits the low notes 
without rasping, and his ‘River, Stay 
*Way’ was nicely received. 

David Ross presents ‘Musical 
Varieties’ in which the orchestra 
leaps from Wagner to ‘Human Thing 
to Do?’ and encores with ‘Life Is 
Just a Bowl of Cherries,’ striking a 
strong response with its popular 
selections. 

‘Shopworn’ (Col) on the screen. 

Waters. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 8. 

To make way for Vincent Lopez 
and his orchestra, the F&M unit, 
scheduled here this week, was 
moved over to the Oriental, which 
means a layoff for the Loew unit. 
This juggling around of shows is in- 
evitable when a special attraction is 
played at either house. It also 
means that B&K is not relying on 
either the F&M or Loew shows for 
box-office results. Policy of names 
will continue, with the Publix sub- 
sidiary here more strongly sold on 
that angle than ever before. Recent 
name attractions at both loop houses | 
have come through with coin. 

Lopez should mean something} 
downtown. Nimble-fingered leader 
hasn't been in this town for five 
years, and this is the first time ina 
local picture house. His last ap- 
pearance here was in the ballroom 
of the Congress. He was also here 
with a ‘Greenwich Village Foliies,’ 














All of which points to an angle of 


tives to get a glimpse at a name 
band with a long-standing reputa- 
tion, furthered by radio. 

Lopez is doing a snappy routine, 
with a group of arrangements that 





sets his combination off as different 





! 
‘and their chatter is fast and catches 


never did, nor had to, because of his 
own particular style and interpreta- 
tion. 

In the Lopez outfit the reed and 
That 
drummer, particularly, is an out- 
standing contribution to the band. 
He rolls his sticks with demoniacal 
strokes and plays for comedy all 
the time. Special vocal comedy 
number by the drummer goes over 
easily, with the rest of the boys 
joining in on choruses and using 
either their own or novelty and prop 
instruments. Lopez lets his boys go 
all the way and doesn’t try to cut in. 
His piano player is another exam- 
ple. This boy almost stopped the 
proceedings for a while with a song 
and dance away from the ivories. 


With Lopez and billed appro- 
priately is Paul Small, who figures 
strong from the local angle. Small 
got started around these corners in 
the old days of the Oriental with 
Paul Ash, Since those days the 
singer has made rapid strides and 
has been with Lopez for two years. 
During that stay Small has had op- 
portunity to try his voice on the air 
and has come through. On this 
stage Small carries a mike in front 
of him all the time. That’s habit, 
no doubt, but in a town where he is 
known to have used his free voice 
and liked for just that, Small might 
have dropped the mike, at least for 
one number, teproduction of vocal 
chords over a wavelength and over 
a house mike is not the same, and 
radio singers should realize that. 


To bolster up the show, the Tif- 
fany Twins were booked in from 


this end. Girls lend a little atmos- 
phere to the production, which 
might have been elaborated upon. 


With 15 men on the stand, the band 
looked somewhat crowded, and the 
scenic stuff around them was not 
much to speak of. Only thing that 
looked like a flash was the special 
arrangement on a patriotic medley, 
intepreting Paul Revere’s ride. Back 
drop had a real horse and rider for 
the finale. 

Pit orchestra is now being con- 
ducted by Marcelli, who replaces H. 
Leopold Spitalny. Marcelli is not 
new around here, having been with 
B&K for several years and working 
in neighborhood houses’ mostly. 
Frank Wilson, crooning tenor, added 
to the overture period and becom- 
ing rapidly a regular in this house. 
Wilson has a nice pair of pipes with 
an appeal to the femme trade. 


Usual organlog handled by Stuart 
Barrie in acceptable style. This 
week Barrie’s specialty is an idea 
burlesquing the old-fashioned over- 
tures, 

Biz not very strong opening show 
(Friday), but gradually boosting 
through the day. Major flicker, 
‘But the Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and 
usual newsreel and traflers. 

Span. 





DENVER 


Denver, April 9. 

Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Five Races’ 
Idea is crowded into much too short 
a time at the Denver. Ran 10 
minutes overtime at the show 
caught and should have had that 
much more at least. Folks were in 
a mood to demand encores and time 
ran so short towards the end that 
one act went off without a return 
bow and next came on with audi- 
ence still applauding, 

Frank Jenks m.c.’s the show in 
addition to his act and opens with 
a lesson in geography—not au- 
thentic, however, just institutional. 
Drop has huge pictures of five races, 
Caucasian, Negro, Indian and others, 
and when drop is raised shows band 
on stage, and, unusual for F. & M. 
shows, one setting is used through- 
out. Chief Clearsky, an _ Indian, 
opens with songs and chatter, and 
the crowd falls for him plenty. He 
has a clear voice and, while some of 
his chatter is old, coming from an 
Indian seems to put new sparkle 
in it for the crowd. The one about 
‘scalping our enemies but never 
skinning our friends’ is a sample. 
His closing song was ‘Smile, Darn 
You, Smile,’ and he adds comedy by 
pointing to members of the crowd, 
urging them to smile—they all do. 
The chief received about the longest 
applause in months in this house. 
The Adams Sisters do a novel rou- 
tine with huge feathered fans. Their 
dance number affords a welcome re- 
lief from the chatter before and 
after. 

Jones and Henry present a com- 
edy sketch and if it had not been 
for the kicking self in pants and 
the ‘I get it’ used too frequently the 
act would have been clever. Too 
much talking down to the audience 


but that was a number of years ago. ;—-as if they were not sharp enough 


; | to get the point. 
interest and curiosity from the na-| Army gag was out of place. 


Their Salvation 


Tabor and Greene, blackface, 


|; made no bones about hurrying their 


act along. One is a pianist and 
both vocalists. ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot’ their best effort in song 


} 


—= 


STATE, L. A, 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

In addition to the regular Fanchon 
& Marco units, this house on Mon. 
day nights offers vaude tryouts for 
F&M spotting. Augmenting ‘Town 
and Country,’ there were 10 acts 
seeking bookings in units or Fem 
vaude. That means two hours of 
stage show and a good reason why 
Monday night business has built it. 
self into something more than the 
headaches it gives other 
hereabouts. 


By seeking the most for its money 
the audience demonstrates it is cog. 
nizant of the depression. In an.« 
other way, too, this is apparent, 
That is in the enthusiastic reaction 
to the job-seeking acts, with the 
customers realizing that they are 
the judges and in these days glaq 
to help relieve the unemployment 
situation, 

Unit is compact and nicely put to. 
gether by Larry Ceballos. Brox Sis- 
ters receptioned on their entrance 
and harmonizing to plenty bows. 
Novack and Fay with their swell 
fake adagio and good straight acro- 
batic stuff have a chance to work 
themselves into the class of Mitchell 
and Durant. Niles, fem imperson- 
ator, plays for laughs all the wavy 
through, and, while lacking polish, 
has what the audience chuckles at. 
Mildred Perlee, high kicker, and an 
unbilled sister team out of the line 
provided the straight terpsichorean 
fare. 

Aside from a tendency to start 
fast and slow, unit provides plenty 
of entertainment, with the two best 
line routines spotted up front. First 
is a volley-ball drill, and second is 
rope-skipping to a blackout with 
light bulbs on the ropes. Tatter 
might be switched with the ‘Singing 
in the Rain’ finale, although the rain 
trough will probably be good pro- 
duction in towns where this has not 
been seen. 

Tryout vaude reached its peak in 
Boyce and Owens, two-man comedy 
dancing team, with Boyce's Will 
Mahoney impersonation = standing 
out. Mack, Jack and Al opened the 
bill with breakneck tapping and did 
best in their challenge winging. 

Ulis and Clark, mixed comedy and 
singing, depended too much on Ger- 
man songs, lost in this part of the 
country. Girl overmugged and re- 
minds of Polly Moran’ without 
Polly’s finesse. Betty Grainger did 
a tap specialty and mildly pleasing. 
Balalaika solo by Simon Philipoff 
needs production back of it, addi- 
tion of several more Russian instru- 
ments or a Russ dancer to be sale- 
able, although Philipofft’s work is 
commendable, 

Haines and Gage are an old-fash- 
ioned turn of the little man and the 
big fat boy type. An old number, 
written for a Portland steamship 
company, ‘Up on the Bear and Back 
on the Beaver,’ evoked the most 
merriment. Weakest act was the 
Variety Four, next to closing. Old- 
time quartet resembled a lodge de- 
gree team and were just tolerated. 
To wind up the proceedings, Daniel, 
Kirby and Duval romped through 
their little dance revue with a girl 
pianist onstage. Comparative youth- 
ful inexperience of the turn hampers 
big-time consideration. All in all, 
aside from the quartet, bill could be 
spotted in Warners Downtown and 
stack up okay against anything dis- 
played there. 

Loew's State currently celebrates 
the last week of Sam Jack Kauf- 
man, with Ted Lewis coming in 
next. Feature was ‘Beast of the 
City’ (Metro), and house filled 
downstairs and half way to the back 
of the balcony. 3Zecause of the 
length of the tryouts, only one stage 
show given Monday nights. 


houses 


Operating Roxy 


(Continued from page 5) 


up to the time Arthur bought the 
Poli chain from Fox last week. It’s 
likely that with his newer theatre 
interests Arthur may not favor any 
Roxy offer. 

Balaban is figured to turn down 
any theatre offer. He is stated as 
still drawing around $70,000 yearly 
on his contract from Paramount. 
He presently is in Europe. 

Unwilling to pay any large salary 
for an operator and desiring a per- 
sonality type the bankers admit be- 
ing hard put acquiring a man. 


— 





on. Folks tried to get an encore, 
but next act was rushed on and 
started while they were still aPp- 
plauding. Show behind time and 
trying to make it up. 

The Oriental races were repre- 
sented by the Kanazawa troupe, 
who put on a fast routine of tum- 
bling and body juggling, about the 
fastest act seen on the local stase 
in weeks. 

Fred Schmitt and his orchestra 
took the song, ‘Home,’ and played 
first as various artists would inter- 
pret it. sii 

A well balanced program, wit" 
‘One Hour With You’ on the scree!, 
along with a talkatoon and news. 





Newsreel speech on 4% beer re- 
ceived a big hand. 
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T : ‘ Phar Lap’s Death Halts =~ = - 
m Telling You 
By Jack Osterman Metro-Fox Film Deals "Round the Square 


ARE YOU READING? (This tag 

ne was omitted last week. This 

ek I'm not taking any chances.) 
it Can Be Done 


They were arguing about a very 


nportant subject. One said, ‘I'm 
lling vou roosters can lay eggs.’ 
Chevy cannot,’ said the other. 

‘No? replied the first guy. ‘Did 


ever see some of those Pathe 


atements? 


Dillingham and Eggs 
While lunching with Charles Dil- 
ngham and Louie (Durante pro- 
le) Shurr, the producer was laud- 
1 Lovie on his perseverance. 
‘He deserves it,’ we remarked 
Lou kept his nose to the grind- 
tone.’ 
‘Yes, but he took it away too 
won,’ remarked Dillingham. 

Street Scene 
S'true—George White, Max Gor- 
yn, Al Lewis, Harry Rosenthal and 
icky Blair gazing for 10 minutes 


rough the window of the 45th 
treet Coffee and Doughnut em- 
orium. Were they looking into the 


uture, too? 


ss No News 

Harold Arlen walked into a store 
and picked up Michael Gold's new 
ook, titled, ‘Jews Without Money.’ 
He looked at the clerk and said, 
‘He’s telling us!’ 


Tin Pan Alley Wisecracks 

Edgar Leslie croons it this way: 
‘When the blues of the Publishers 
meet the red of the ink.’ 

Suggests also that sheet music 
hould be wrapped in cellophane so 

will be clean when the jobbers 
return copies. 

And we dedicate a theme song 
“or the bookers of RKO entitled 
ne Hour with You.’ 





A Just Claim 
Joe Frisco insists Bing Crosby 
ole the ‘boo—ba-ba—boo’ angle of 
nging from him. 
Joe tricd to say 
sing overheard him, 





Baltimore and 





Okay, Charlie 
Charlie Kink asked us the other 
ay what time orchestra rehearsal 
vas at the Palace. Without hesi- 
iting we told him, 10 a m. 
Some memory, eh? 





Doubling? 

Last week the Palace decided to 
ave the Yacht Club Boys double 
‘om the rostrum to the foyer and 
ntertain during intermission. 
They wanted a comic to go in the 
ice’ house this week and I heard 
im ask, ‘Stage or lobby? 





Misleading 
After looking at that large head 


(Continued on page 55) 


1 O'Clock Town 


D: luth Minn., April 11. 
Safety Commissioner 
Moore wants it known Duluth is a 
one o’clock town, especially when it 
comes to dancing. Last night Benny 
Meroff and his band played for a 
dance at the Armory after their per- 
formance at the Lyceum. The dance 
was advertised to begin at 11 p. m. 
and continue till two a. m. More 
than 1,000 hoofers braved a drench- 
ing rain to attend. 
Commissioner Moore had a squad 


of his finest at the Armory during 
the entire program and at 1:07 they 
stepped in and stopped the show, 
causing howls and cat-calls. Frank 
‘Cub’ La Joy protested, but was ad- 
vised that he had been informed of 
the 1 o’clock closing ordinance be- 
fore he had planted his ads. 





MARRIAGES 
Evelyn Wilson to Clayton Corum, 
New York, last week. Bride is the 
is managing 


vaude singer; groom 


director of the Academy of Music, 
New York. 

Carlyne Dorothy Miller to Bert 
Lown, New York, April 11. Groom 
is orchestra leader; bride, non-pro 

Lillian Dawson to Donald Ray. 
New York, April 2. Miss Dawson 
was last in the ‘Follies’; groom is 
a vaude dancer. 

Finette Walker to Herbert T. 
Bergman, New York, April 6. Groom 
is a radio anzouncer. Bride was for- 
merly with a Washington opera 
company. 

Lcuise Lynch, picture player, to 
Frank Murphy, Warner Bros.’ head 
electrician, April 5 in Hollywood. 

Phi: 
in Pittsburgh. 
brother 


Rubinofi to Sadye Tagress 
Rubinoff is the 
Dave 


non- 


manager of 
Rubinoff. Miss Tagress is a 
pro. 

June Udell, non-pro, to Oscar 
Serlin, of Paramount’s production 
staff, in Hollywood April 8. 

Myrtle Lyman to Max Lerner on 
Wednesday (13) at the Roosevelt 
hotel, Hollywood. Groom is sing- 
ing at the Paramount theatre, L. 
A., in Georgie Stoil’s band; bride 
is Abe Lyman’s niece. 

Olive Hatch to Hubert Voight, 
secretly at Las Vegas, Nev., several 
weeks ago. Voight is a former 
Coast studio p. a. 

Louise Segal to Rafael Guerrez 
Aleaide in Hollywood recently. 
Bride is sister of Vivienne Segal, 
actress. Husband is non-pro. 


and 











Warren S.| 


horse who died near San Francisco 
last week, was to have made a sport 
short for Metro, his owners getting 
$7,500 for two days of filming. In 
addition, Fox was negotiating for 
the horse to be featured in a re- 
make of ‘Checkers.’ 

Ownership of the giant gelding 
was split equally between Davis J. 
Davis, an American who had lived 
for many years in Australia, and an 
Aussie horseman named _ Tilford. 
Latter was what is known down un- 
der as a battler, a horseman who 
leased his mounts from owners not 
interested in racing and paid all ex- 
penses, dividing the profits with the 
owners. This procedure was carried 
in the case of Phar Lap until the 
horse ran up a profit that allowed 
Tilford to buy a half interest in the 
equine. 

Davis had been offered an exhibi- 
tion tour of the principal American 
tracks whereby he was to split 60/40 
on gate receipts with a $3 top just 
before Phar Lap died. 

Leon Gordon, the playwright, has 
offered a yearly cup to the Austra- 
lian or New Zealand racing associa- 
tion that will hold an annual Phar 
Lap handicap. xordon, who owns 
a stable in the Antipodes, made the 
offer because of sentimental attach- 
ment to the horse and because he 
backed it for years to his resultant 
profit. 





Between Jumps 


Chicago, April i1. 

Lillian Bernard (Bernard and 
Henry) obtained her divorce here 
last week between jumps of an RKO 
route. 

Miss Bernard was married to Carl 
West, Detroit music publisher. She 
claimed desertion. Judge Trude 
granted the decree, 





DIDN’T CHANGE SPOTS 


Denver, April 11. 

Using the same cow as a blind 
caused seizure of a bootleg truck 
here. 

Officers noticed the truck going 

through town, and always the same 
cow. ; 
Caught up with the driver one 
day and found a liquor tank con- 
ceiled in the floor under the animal. 
Cow is back in the pasture, but the 
drivers escaped. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ferd A. Schaefer, 
son, in Los Angeles. LFIather is a 
musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Moffitt, girl 
at Research hospital, Kansas City. 
Father is motion picture editor for 
the Kansas City ‘Star.’ 
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The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent 
phase of human endeavor. 


serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration... .Period 


Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


‘HLA. LANZNER, General Manager 
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leaders in every 
Stars of 
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That Juvenile Urge 


The circus pulled its usual quota when it pulled into Madison Square 
Garden for its opening date. More than 50,000 people watched the trucks 
make their trek to the 49th street entrance from the railroad yards 
Another 5,000 gathered at the unloading station in Mott Haven : 
ing to circus attaches. 


accorde 


Crowd around the Garden 
hockey game was over. 


was augmented near midnight when the 





Olympics’ 10% Surtax—lIf 
Present admissions tax for all tickets above 46c, pending passage in 
the Senate, calls for that same levy to be made on all tickets sold for 
the forthcoming Olympic Games in Los Angeles. Tax schedule exempts 
only scholastic shows on the 10%. 
This is the first time any Olympics anywhere have been subject to 
surtax at the gate, 


& 


That Minevitch Rib 


One of the prize ribs of the year was perpetrated on Borrah Minevitch 
by S. Jay Kaufman, incited by Eddie Elkins, which latter will be some- 
what of a revelation to Minevitch. It started with Minevitch, who is an 
expectant father, cracking at the Friars that ‘if it’s a girl I’ll go to 
Africa.’ 

Several days later Minevitch was besieged by fetters of solicitation 
and solicitors from sporting goods firms like Abercrombie & Fitch, vith 
their samples of tents, canoes and expeditionary equipment; from Brene 
tano’s with books on Africa; from map firms; companies dealing in proe 
visions; thermidors for exposed films; camera concerns; property fure 
nishers; letters from consulates offering passport facilities; offers of 
cut-rates on Amer-African transportation, etc. When playing in Syracuse 
last week, the Eastman estate executors further called with special 
samples of the equipment which the late kodak magnate used on his 
African trip with the Martin Johnsons. Minevitch stalled them by 
stating he’ll be in Rochester this week (where he’s now current at 
Loew’s), with the Eastman people insisting that Minevitch stop for three 
or four days in the special shooting lodge the late kodak man has erected, 
so that he (Minevitch) may better absorb the atmosphere of the various 


| African properties. 


In partial retaliation, Minevitch acknowledged all solicitations with a 
notification that he is very much interested, but that he has designated 
S. Jay Kaufman as his purchasing agent. This resulted in the boys 
swooping down on Kaufman's office in the Roxy suite with all their 
samples of kits and equipment. 

The gag is still going on, but the jury is still out on the sex of the 
Minevitch heir or heiress. 
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“VARIETY” says 
“BEST MYSTERY PLAY IN YEARS” 


ROBERT V. NEWMAN presents 


“TRICK for TRICK” 


with JAMES RENNIE 


‘a COHAN gio stats wea.&Sat, 2:40. 





MAYFAIR 227 
“SCANDAL 
FOR SALE” 


The Lowdown on the Dirt Dishers 
A UNIVERSAL PICTURE, with 
CHARLES BICKFORD 
PAT O'BRIEN 

ROSE HOBART “ 














SAM H. HARRIS Presents 
MARY J. HAROLD 
BOLAND MURRAY ia 


“FACE the MUSIC” 


A MUSICAL COMEDY REVUE 
By Irving Berlin & Moss Hart 
NEW AMSTERDAM Theatre, W. 42d St. 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:30. 








P===<<8CILGBERT MILLER present ==—=—™ 


EDNA HERBERT 
BEST 






Bway & 47th St. 

i) Mats. Daily 2:20 

The World's Premier Vaudeville 

POLA JULIA SANDERSON 

NEGRI } & FRANK CRUMIT 

CHARLES KING—BEN BLUE 
MILTON BERLE 

Blanche Calloway—Evans & Mayer 
and BERT LYTELL 


Midnight Show Every Saturday 


MARSHALL 
in 
THERE'S ALWAYS JULIET 


A Comedy by John van Druten 
“A sure and honst and whetting 
and very amusing play.’’ 
—George Jean Nathan, Judge. 
HENRY MILLER’S Theatre, 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Thurs. and Sat., 2:30. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


HE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adventure.’’ 
~Ferey Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
EMPIRE THEATRE, B'way and 40th St. 
Evgs. 8:40. Monday Performances Omitted. 
3 Mats. Weekly; Wed., Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 














86th ST. Bet. Lex. & 3d Aves. 
@ Continuous Shows 
Wed. fo Friday, April (3 te {5 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


& Co. of 30—Mildred Balley 


“HEART OF NEW YORK” 
Smith & Dale—George Sidney 
















MAX GORDON presents 


HE CAT AND THE FIDDLE | 







On Broadway 


A Musical Love Stor 
Continuous Shows 


y 
By JEROME KERN and OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard lovelier music in 


SI st ST. 


its life.’’--Calriel, American. Wed. to Friday, April 13 to {5 
GLOBE THEATRE, B way, 46th St. Evgs. “HEART OF 
8:30. Mat. Wednesday and Saturday, 2:30. a 

Good Seats Available at Box Office for NEW YORK 

All Performances from $1 to $3. No tax. with 











SMITH & DALE 
GEORGE SIDNEY 


1OA . te VOOM 
TATE GEO. ARLISS 


in “The Maa Who Played God” 
GUS VAN—Chick YORK and Rose 
KING, Lubin Larry, & Andre—Dick 
and Edith Barstow, others. 


we DT. VU UY SEVENTH AVENUE 
O X Y AT 50th STREET 
. %? 
“Disorderly Conduct 


with SALLY EILERS , 
SPENCER TRACY El Brende 


ALEXANDER McKAIG presents 


ERNEST TRUEX = 
WHISTLING +e DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter 
Direeted by Frank Craven 
Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of B’y 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 












































S “eae 
First Time at Popular Prices 


“ HELL DIVERS” 


BAY 
a Wallace BEERY 


SF st Clark GABLE 
Revue—Bunchuk 
OL Orchestra 





On stage—‘‘SPAIN” in four colorful scenes 


Beginning Friday. “Careless Lady” with 








Coming, ‘Are You Listening,’ with William Haines Joan Bennett and John Boles 









FRED WARING and Roxy Theatre Orchest’s 
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St. Paul—Sunday. 

My whole life is getting to be a 
terrible mess ever since I started 
peing a stooge. Tillie is in town 
fighting mad because I didn’t an- 
swer her last couple of letters and 
gays I have to marry her! 

Here I thought I was going to 
have 10 days of rest on account of 
now the act is laying off before we 
go to Spokane, and I’m scared about 
what Quantrelli will say when she} 
sees Tillie. Italian women get ex- | 
cited quick just like Scaramouche, | 
who is an Italian man, and Scara- 
mouche is more than I can stand. 

Tillie called Mr. Bowery at his 
potel when she got off the train from 
Joliet and he gave her my address. 
When I got back to the Family hotel 
after an afternoon walk with Quan- 
trelli there was Tillie sitting in the 
lobby as big as life. I was so shocked 
I could have fell over and split my | 
head open, 

We went in my room and left the 
door open because it is a rule and 
Tillie started to cry and said she 
had to leave Joliet on account of 
everybody there making fun of her | 
and saying now that I was an actor 
I would never come back to her. She | 
said my father said why didn’t she} 
go to me and get married because I 
am so absent-minded I would prob- | 
ably forget all about her. 

I kissed her and it was no fun 
and I said we would have to think 
about what we should do. So I got} 
her a room in my hotel on a different 
floor. 

I don’t know what I should do 
All I do know is I could wring my 
father’s neck off and throw it away. 








St. Paul—Monday. 

I wish I was some place else. 
Quantrelli phoned me and I told her 
I was sick and had to stay in bed. 
She said she would come over any- 
way, and I told her I was too sick | 
to talk to anybody. 

A little later Tillie knocked on 
my door all dressed up and held out 
her mouth to be kissed. I didn’t feel 
like necking, but I gave her a little 


(Continued on page 55) 





WEEKENDING ON B’WAY 
_ DESPITE 1,500 MILES 


Minneapolis, April 11. 

Minneapolitans are week-ending 
regularly in New York, taking in a 
show on Broadway Saturday night 
and being back at their desks Mon- 
day morning. Broadway now is 
only 11 hours away from Minne- 
apolis by air and theatregoers are 
able to eat their breakfasts at home 
Saturday morning and attend a 
show in New York the same night. 

Planes depart for New York at 
$30 a.m. and arrive there at 7.24 
p.m. They leave New York at 9.15 
a.m. and arrive here at 7.30 p.m. 

The distance is nearly 1,500 miles 
and it takes two nights and a day 
to make the trip by rail. Air fare 
is $67 one way and $121 the round 
trip. Eut not so many have that 
$121. 


Leone Earle’s Legs 


Leone Earle, vaude aerialist, makes 
a claim against the Villanova res- 
taurant, West 46th street, New York. 
for injuries allegedly sustained re- 
cently when the eatery’s street ele- 
vator rose from below’ without 
warning. 

Actress’ attorney, Louis Handin, 
is endeavoring to settle the claim, 
which states Miss Earle’s legs were 
Severely injured. 


Gore Gets 30 Days 


Los Angeles, April 11. 

Abe Gore of the Gore Brothers, 
theatre and club operators, was sen- 
tenced to serve a 30-day jail sen- 
tence by Municipal Judge Landreth 
last Thursda, after being convicted 
of reckless driving. 

Gore drove his machine into an- 


Other car, both landing on the side- 
walk, 











Berman’s Nags 


Schenectady, April 11. | 





ane . showman, Barney Ber- 
Bitten "tees ago film man, has been | 
man } ths the race horse bug. Ber-} 
in 148 a string of seven prancers 


the wining under G. H. Morton for 
> Oe 

_ 1932 turf season 
Windy City 


Includeqa { 
: 1d n : 
S hneider, the 


around the} 


stable are Hy 
Lady Messenger, Under- 
dun, Titus and Indus. ; ) 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 


|for beach homes by the Olympic 


| places 


thop at the Friars. 


iup of reporters, 











IT STARTS 


Wild Coast Beach Rents First Sign | 
of Olympic Mob Tap 
Los Angeles, April 11. 


Owners of beach cottages at near- 


| by sea resorts have gone on a prof- | 


iteering basis for renting their | 


places, in view of an expected rush | 


games mob. 

Prices now being asked for the 
cottages for June, July or August, 
are three to six times the usual let- 
ting prices in normal times. Real 
estate men at Hermosa, Redondo, 
Santa Monica, and other favored 
spots are back of the jerked prices. 
These three shore places have been 
the favored beaches for Los An- 
geles and Hollywood residents. 

Prices for close to the sea homes 





jare as high as $500 monthly while 


removed from the_= shore 
which usually let for around $65 are 


now set at $175 and $200 for tha 


| period. 
! 


JOE CUNNINGHAM PULLS 


5. R. 0. AT THE FRIARS 


The dinner in honor of pompadour} 
Joe Cunningham, the Philadelphia 
humorist, drew the biggest gather- 
ing the Friars have yet had at its 
He brought! 





Saturday night affairs. 
a gang over with him of some 66 
Philly stooges but didn’t need ’em,| 


and when Cunningham arose to} 


speak his mind about the speakers 
it was after three o’clock in the 
yawning. At that time Jack Benny, 
the toastmaster, turned and said: 


‘Well, Joe,’ and that 
enough to bring a ‘laugh. 

Cunningham started saying he 
would try to give answers ‘now that 
all the perjured evidence is in.” He 
thought some of those who panned 
him should have had a break-in and 
rated Benny as ‘my laughingly re- 
ferred to toastmaster.’ 

Admitting he was somewhat in a 
haze, the honor guest thought the 
whole affair looked humpty-dumpty. 
‘Earlier somebody introduced George 
Jessel, the dizzy dean, but he has 
disappeared. Walter Hoban is a 
nice fellow. That’s what you think, 
but I know he puts gunpowder in his 
grandfather’s pipe and pulls the 
chair from under grandma.’ 

Referring to a warbler he said: 
‘When that Chicago opera guy sang, 
Bobby Clark tried to look intelli- 
gent. As to Bing Crosby, a great 
crooner got up and did everybody a 
favor. ‘And then Judge Walter C. 
Kelly, the Virginia ham, got up.’ He 
spoke about the Kelly estate, which 
is a brick-yard in Philly.” Figuring 
he was about even Cunningham sat 


alone was 








down claiming the dinner the event 
of his life. 

George M. Cohan arrived a bit 
after two o'clock, having come in 
especially from .Philly where his 
new show opened last week. Kelly 
was welcomed back into the club 
as the ‘greatest monologist we ever 
had.’ 

Bert Hanlon—Cinema Star 


Benny’s first laugh came when he 
said: ‘The last time I was m. c. here 
we paid tribute to a famous movie 
star, Bert Hanlon’ (reported lost} 
in California). 

As to Cunningham: ‘He is a ribber} 
who can rib 10 rounds but can only 
take it for three and who wears his 
hair that way to get discipline from 
his children.’ 

Clark was introduced as ‘a stooge 
for Lou Holtz.’ Clark thought that | 
most members of the Friars are sit- |} 
ting pretty, that is ‘pretty nearly) 
24 hours a day.’ After using ot 
word recapitulate he demanded to 
know if he was a low comedian. 

Broadway's columnists were in- | 
troduced, Winchell being ‘one of our 
better cigarette salesmen.’ James} 
Cagney was ‘a tough guy in pic-| 


. } } ' 
tures, who said he was once a bell- 


Other speakers 
included Harry Hiershfield and Wil- 
liam Degen Weinberger 

The Philly contingent was made 
people from the 


local radio stations, agents and 
other Cunningham 


event was given advance pu 


boosters. ihe 


blicityv 


lin the dailies there. 


Busted Romance Due 
To Busted Promises 


Chicago, April 11. 
Two months of married life is 
enough for Mrs. Mary Hendricks, 
local showgirl, who's suing Charles 
Iiendricks, actor, for a 
Wife claims Hendricks forgot all 
about his promises to her, 





10 for a Dime 





Among other items, Mrs. Hen- | 
dricks said she spent $81 in taxi | eae id 
fare one night, going around look- } Bowery aspect of 42nd St. 
ing for her hubby. She finally |] took on a highly colored liter- 
found him in a speak, she said | ary shade last week when two 


from an 


° auto with a bungalow shaped 

Wed 18Yrs.—Ist Child | stair” attacnea to the car. 
| started selling so-called ‘hot’ 

About 10 publications 
went in bulk for a dime. 
Come-on used was a 


pitchmen, working 





ile as ean } mags. 
After 18 marriage, : es 
first child was born to Mr. 
Mrs. Jack Strong last week. Father | : 
° B : picture on the cover and then 
is of Smith, Strong and Lee, vaud: : , 
ral }} -to verbally paint the contents 
nd ; as asbestos consuming. 
The child, a boy, was born at the ; 
Strongs’ tarm in Hickville, L. I. 


Heres How Death Valley Farnum 
Had a Car Almost Rebuilt for $24 


Los Angeles, April 11 

A burn up for easterners who receive estimates to overhaul a car is 
the following list made up by Ralph G. Farnum. All repairs were made 
as specified by Farnum, with the total bill $24. 

Farnum has an especially built auto for desert riding. It has a fourth 
speed to take the auto through drifting or soggy sand. Out in the desert 
where Farnum spends a great deal of his time to beat the sinus always 
with him, the agent went over the car, making memos of what he 
thought it required. 

Showing the list to some easterners, they laughed and suggested 
Farnum buy a new car instead. Ralph offered to bet the repair bill 
would not be over $20, but no one wanted to steal his money. 

Only item questioned by the service shop was No. 12: ‘Adjust valves 
for fast driving.’ Shop could not understand it and Farnum couldn't 
explain. 

Farnum’s submission read: 

Mr. P. T. Hall, 
Howard Motor Company, Hollywood. 
Dear Hall: 
Will you please have Obie see that the following work is done on my 


years of 


ane 
| strip 














Buick coupe, motor number 2650623, and have him check each item as ii | 


is finished so there will be no slip-up: 
1, Time engine according to Standard Service operation. 


2. Tighten cylinder head nuts and bolts. 

3. Check generator charging rate. 

4. Take hydrometer reading of battery and add distilled water if needed 
Clean outside of battery and put some vaseline on terminals. Be 
sure ground strap connection is tight. 

5. Inspect operation and condition of fan belt. 

6. Inspect steering mechanism. Adjust if necessary. 

7. Test drag link ball sockets for proper adjustment. 

8. Test front wheel alignment. Adjust if necessary. Also check front 


wheel bearings and tighten bearing nuts if necessary. 

9. Adjust brakes if needed. 

10. Test clutch pedal for proper clearance, 

ll. Tighten all hub nuts on wire wheels. Also nuts of extra tire car- 
riers and body screws throughout entire car. 

12. Adjust valves for fast driving. 

13. Tighten all body hold down bolts. 

14. Inspect shock absorbers. Add special shock absorber oil if needed. 

15. Tighten all spring clips. Lubricate spring eye shackle bolts and 
adjust to prevent side play. 

16. Never mind checking headlights. They are just as I want them 
But check all wiring and tighten any loose connections. 

17. 3urn out carbon and clean sparkplugs, Adjust them if needed. 

18. Tighten packing nut on water pump. 

19. File and adjust distributor points, 

20. Test oil filter to see if working properly. 

21. Clean out bowl of gasoline cleaner. 

22. Lubricate entire car carefully as indicated on second page of this 
letter. 

Lubricate entire car with Zerk gun ag follows, 
fittings at front end of front springs. 
fittings on upper front spring shackle bolts, 

2 fittings on lower front spring shackle bolts. 
fittings on upper King bolis. 
fittings on lower King bolts. 
fittings on front axle tie rod, 
fitting on front end drag link. 
fitting on rear end drag link. 
fittings on rear brake idler lever. 
fitting on distributor. 
fitting on brake pedal. 
fitting on clutch pedal. 
” fittings on brake cross shaft outer bearing. 
fittings on the front of rear spring shackle 
fittings on the rear of rear spring shackle. 
fitting on water pump. 
fitting on hand brake lever. 
fittings on rear axle brake spider. 
Use engine oi! from can as follows: 
In oil cup of generator housing, rear 
In oil cup of starting housing, front. 
On throttle control gears and shaft 
On hand brake lever pins. 
In oil cup of clutch release bearing. 
On spark and throttle bevel gears. 
Through filler screw in fan hub. 

Put some transmission oi! on the brake rod clevis pins. 

Put some gear lubricant S. A. E. No. 160 in housing of steering gear. 

Put some light graphite oil on the shaft of heat control valve at front 
end of exhaust manifold. 
crankcase and fill with S. A. E. No. 30. 


At the: 


me to ts te 
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Drain old oil from 


Federal Acreage Grants Last Resort 
Of Hard-Pressed Families in West 


divorce. + 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
Federal land office here is doing 
a real landoffice business these days 
with city and suburban dwellers in 
a rush for government homestead 
lands. 
It's the biggest back-to-the-soi 
movement in the 
and credited to the 
nomic 
Most of the land being passed ou 
free, but for the $16 registratio: 

Fe land that offers 
problem even tougher than trvine 


west for years 
present eco- 


stress, 


fee, is desert 
to make both ends meet in a cit\ 
Problem is water. 
26,000,000 Free Acres 

Estimated there are about 26.- 
000,000 acres in southern California 
that can be passed out in 160-acre 
lots for the asking, but 
cultivation and residence 
months of every 12. Until recently 
there was little asking. 

Some 


requires 
seven 


ducking back to mothe 
earth, but a safer bet, is the migra- 
tion of the last six months to the 
chicken ranch and truck gardening 
sections within 20 miles of the city 
Especially is this true of San Fer- 
nando Valley, where real estate men 
are reporting brisk business in dis- 
posing and renting, of former), 
abandoned places. 

Among the new settlers in this 
valley are several young couples 
who formerly looked to picture work 
for a living. Picture crowd favors 
chicken raising, while easterners 
who give up city life after a few 
years here, go for orange and othe) 
citrus growing. 


Juhan §. Brown’s 
Alienation Suits’ 
Gross Is $350,000 


Syracuse, Apri) 11 

The $250,000 alienation of af- 
fections action brought by Fred H 
Meyer, of this city, against Julian 
S. Brown, who had a spectacular 
career as theatre and night club 
impressario during the last vear, 
will ge to trial in Supreme Court 
here during the week. Brown will 
defend the suit which charges that 
he stole the love of Mrs. Frances 
Meyer from her husband. 

The action was started in 1930. 
Meyer contends that it was not until 
six months after the complaint was 
served that Brown ceased to pay 
his wife particular attention. 

The former operator of the De- 
witt theatre and the Cafe Dewitt 
also faces another $100,000 aliena- 
tion of affections action started by 
Perry J. Spencer, of Akron, O., who 
alleges that Brown stole the love 
of his wife, Mrs. May Curtis Spen- 
cer. 

Brown's tangled financial and 
business affairs are now in receiv- 








|} “against any 
Brown's Dewitt Development Corp 





ers hands, and are the subject of 
numerous suits. Federal Judge 
Frederick H. Bryant ruled last 
week that foreclosure 
properties 


actions 
owned jy 


must be brought in WU. S. District 


| (*ourt. 


SNEERS AT BAGPIPES, 
DRAWS DIVORCE SUIT 


Los Angeles, April 1) 
Agnes Wallace Ross, femme bhag- 


| piper, cites as one reason for a di- 


Check oil in transmission lj rear axle. If any needed, add S. A. E. 1660 

Remove distributor rotor nd put few drops of engine oil on felt wick- 
nz in top of cam 1isO Jf small amount of vaseline on cam surface. } 

Lubricate front wheel bearings by removing front whee!s. Thoroughly 
clean hes gs and inside of hub with kerosene, then apply fresh lubricant 
irectly to bearing eups and ball assemblies, but do not fill hub cap o1 
center of hub wit grease 

Re sure all brake pins and other brake connections are properly lubri- 
eated ind put transmission oil on front brake cables by removing the 
conduits from the frame brackets and applying special attachment te 
the end, through which the oil may be forced with a Zerk gun 


vorce from William Ross that he 
locked her in her room when she 
was scheduled to perform at a con- 
cert in Newark, N. J., in 1926. Also 
says he belittled her talent publicly 
at Masonic hall, Jersey City, and 
knocked her silver championship 
cups around the house privately. 

Also, says Mrs. Ross, he accused 
her of associating with other bag- 
pipers for purposes 
musical. 

Hushand’s present home giver 
Kearney, N. J. 


otner thar 


ALIMONY DENIE 


Motion for $350 c« a | 
$20 alimony by Betty Lanier, of 
lesque igainst J ng J Irving 
aude e actor, WaS cf €ua ) pus 


tice Ford in New York Su 


pretme 
Court, laet Thursday (7) 
Miss Lanier claimed common-law 


marriage to hr 4 ing. 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrica! 
lished during the week in the daily papers 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. _ t 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


news items as pub- 
of New York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 


Mrs. Izetta Jewell Miller freed in} 
contempt in Schenectady, N. Y.| 
Justice excused 


;mined = by 


her on the grounds |} 


that being a woman she probably | 
knew no better. 

Lotta Bonner and Phyllis Joyce 
have retired from the cast of ‘Coast 


to Coast.” 


Howard Inches and George Sharp 
are forming a troupe here to play 
a summer season at Inches’ play- 
house at Pleasant Lake, Mich. 





Divorce decree denied Mrs. Lydia 
Marinovich in White Plains last 
week. Known on the stage as Lydia 
Locke, operatic soprano. Court de- 
manded proof that the husband, 
Count Carlo Marinovitch, was in 
Paris: that he did not desire to con- 
test the suit, and that her testi- 
mony be given corroboraion. 





Max Rabinoff plans the Cosmo- 
politan Opera Assn. to. present 
opera, probably next fall. Troupe to 
be on co-op basis. 





Alled M. P. Industry presents po- 
lice dept. with talking picture ap- 
paratus. To be used in the train- 
ing school, 


Jennie Goldstein, Jewish actress, 
in voluntary bankruptcy. Assets 
are $261, of which $250 is claimed 
to be exempt. Liabilities of $11,- 
535 include $2,250 loan from defunct 
U. S. Bank and $750 assessment of 
stock of same institution. 





Although not due until August, 
Dwight Wiman announces chorus 
‘Fourth Little Show’ 
at the Playhouse April 18. 





Will of late George Eastman pro- 
bated. Estate appraised at around 
$20,000,000, of which the bulk goes 
to Rochester University. Cornell, 
Mass. Tech., and Y. W. C. A. were 
cut off in a codicil signed shortly 
before his death. 





Toscanini, Bruno Walter and Issay 
Dobrowen named conductors of 
Philharmonic orchestra next season. 
Hans Lange continued as asst. con- 
ductor. 





Officials of Operators’ Union 306 
denied annoying Esco. theatres, 
Brooklyn, when the corp. sought to 
enjoin picketing. Case pending in 
Brooklyn supreme court. Judge re- 
served decision. 





Central Park Casino pays three 
montha’ rent to the city at $700 per. 
Now only owes two months. Sid 
Solomon explained that business is 
picking up now and he can start to 
pay off arrears. 


Theatre district will be the first 
to get the spring style fire hydrants. 
Yellow with a red top. 





‘Black Souls’ folds at Province- 
town playhouse after 10-day run, 





Louise Squire, vaude actress, filed 
a suit for $500,000 against the Woovo!- 
worth store for injuries. Bought six 
witer wave combs and they ex- 
ploded when she sought to dry her 
hair with a lamp. Woolworth attys. 
cbta'ined a court order last week 
requiring production of the lamp. 





Mikes and loudspeakers now get 
into court. Tried in one part of 
New York supreme court to help 
inarticulate witnesses. 





Maverick Players have taken the- 
atre in Woodstock, N. Y., for five 
Summer periods. This year they 
start June 20. Five of the produc- 
tions will be tryouts for New York 
managers, 





Seats offered Friars for their 
frolic. First row orchestra is $50 
with $25 for next three and $15 for 
the next seven. After that $10. 
Boxes $150 and $75. Ahead of regu- 
lar sale. 





Goldman band concerts in Central 
Park will start June 13 and run 10 
weeks. This will be the 15th sea- 
son. 





Fed agents making a directory of 


president. Announced that there 
will be opera in N. Y. next year, 
but length of season will be deter- 


effected in 
and technical 
season of 15 


economies 
treaties with artists 
staffs. Probably a 
weeks instead of 24. 





Mrs. Betty Healy, who was suing 
Mary Brown Warburton for $250,- 
1000 for luring her husband, Ted 


Healy, settles alienation suit out of 


court. Terms not stated. 
Lady Justine Jordan, of ‘Happy 
Landing,’ applies for U. S. citizen- 


ship. Is married to a Philadelphian. 
Ferdinand Marchand, who au- 
thored ‘One Hour With You, is 
working on a tragedy in blank 
verse and a vaude sketch, 
Colgate College students boycott 
S.nalley’s theatre, Hamilton, N. Y., 


when manager refuses to chop ad- 
mission to two bits. Held out for 
40c, but offered to compromise at 
35c. Four in the audience at that 
price, 

Arche Mayers new g.m. of Color- 
film. Promoted from eastern sales 
mer. 





Marcelle Edwardes, Nelda Kin- 
caid, Flo Ward and Claire Carter 
given lines in ‘Vanities’ as a tryout 
for next season, 


New York police magistrate de- 
cides that Central and Republic 
burlesque shows are on the border 
line, but not obscene. Show not to 
blame if the audience take the 
wrong meaning. 





Mrs. Jeanette Ysaye, American 
wife of late Belgian violinist, back 
home to her parents after 10 years 
of European tours. 


‘Design for Living’ title of Noel 
Coward play in which he will ap- 
pear with the Lunts next January 
under management of Max Gordon. 


Forrest Wilson going abroad to 
work on a libretto for Frank C. 
Reilly, 





John Harkrider, Ziegfeld art di- 
rector, in Bermuda recuperating, 





Joe Cunningham honor guest at 
Friars’ dinner last Saturday (9). 





Zoobu, baby elephant in Steel 
Pier menagerie, Atlantic City, got 
drunk on whiskey, given as a cure 
for a cold last week, and broke its 
leg. Too valuable to destroy, so 
leg is in a plaster cast. 





Philip Engel, formerly manager of 
a Publix theatre in Perth Amboy, 
N. J., gets one year for embezzle- 
ment of $3,776 from that firm. In 
addition he must pay a fine of $500 
any ey costs of apprehending him 
in Cal. 





Interstate Commerce Comm. holds 
it has no jurisdiction over radio 
rates. Held that the commission 
has jurisdiction over interstate wire 
messages, bu’ not wireless. 


Jack Warner, back from Paris, 
announces establishment of WB 
studio in French capital. Will also 
increase British production, 





W. A. Brady shuts Barrie revivals 
when, for a second time, illness of 
Laurette Taylor causes an interrup- 
tion, 





Milton Aborn closes Newark and 
Boston engagements of his comic 
operas. G. & S. unit continues road 
tour, 





— 


Gov. Roosevelt signs bill permit- 





ting Sunday dance recitals in N. Y¥. 
State. Now a law. 
Press gag goes blooey when 


Speaker Garner refuses to permit 
Johnny Griffin, actor, to throw his 
hat into the presidential ring for 
benefit of the newsreels, 





Adolphe 
London. 


Menjou is back from 





Will of late Chauncey Olcott of- 





N., Y. speaks. Just for reference. 
No immediate pinches, 


William Harrigan, son of senior of 
Harrigan and Hart, buys the gates 


of the old Garrick theatre, now be- 
ing razed. Garrick was the last 
theatre operated by Edward Harri- 
gan, 

Tittle Theatre 
have started May 2, 
too tough. 


tournament, to 
called off. Times | to 


fered for probate last week. yives 
all to his widow. -Valued at ‘more 
than $10,000.’ 

Shubert receivers sign minimum 
basic agreement of Dramatists’ 
Guild, permitting acquirement of 
new plays if desired, 

Fred J. Dempsey, sec-treas of the 
IATSE, is moving on to Cleveland 
open offices in advance of the 
annual convention there. 








New 
for med 


Metropolitan 
with Paul D, 


Opera 
Cravath 


Co. ! 
still edy, 


Finles 
suing Phillip M. 


Marguerite musical com- 


Nant for $500,- 


000 for breach of promise. Plant 
was once married to Constance 
fjennett and was sued in 1923 by 
Helen Jessmer, show girl, who 
claimed Plant crashed a tree taking 
her home from a football game and 
marred her face. That case was 
settled out of court. 





Tex Guinan did not keep her date 
at the Villa Richard, on the Pali- 
sades cliffs. Fort Lee ministers put 
up a strong objection, 


McGowan & Reed will try Mary 
Ellis and Basil Sidney in a series of 
London productions this_ spring. 
sack in the fall for the N. Y. season. 
Clarence Derwent forms Produ- 
cers Survey of Playscripts. To read 
manuscripts for managers and ad- 
vise as to stage possibilities, 


Buck Baker, who invented 
of the mechanical gags used by the 
Ringling clowns, hurt Friday (38) 
when the miniature train went hay- 
wire and mussed him up. Not seri- 
ously. 


Leon DaCosta, who wrote ‘Koshe: 


Kitty Kelly,’ has the rights to a 
Lehar operetta. Done in German 


but now in English, 
Ben Roeder looking for a play for 
Lenore Ulrie, 

Stoppage of a marathon at Albany 
reveals the fact there is a state law 
prohibiting the exhibition of a per- 
son for more than 12 hours daily. 
Report current that Gatti-Casazza 
will retire from the Metropolitan at 
the end of next season, when his 25- 
year contract ends, 





Projected presentation of ‘The Al- 
chemist’ for benefit of Actors’ Din- 
ner Club halted when Equity de- 
manded a bond. Only a percentage 
for the club, so regarded as a pri- 
vate enterprise. 


‘Show Boat’ revival to go into re- 
hearsal Monday (18). 

Kenneth Dana plans 
Chesterton's 
next season, 


to present 
‘Light of the World’ 





Rosalind Ivan gets a job to dram- 
atize ‘Murder in the Woman's City 
Club’ for Curtis Brown, who will 
stage it. 





Apartment of Helen Westley, 'Re- 
union in Vienna,’ robbed, 


Forty-second street biz men try- 
ing to drive street hawkers away. 





Mae Murray suing Fox Theatres 
for $250,000. Says she tripped in 
the stage elevator at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, breaking a bone in her 
foot. 





George M. Cohan and Sam Harris 
to head the Press Agents’ show May 
22. 





Milton Wallace leaves ‘Blessed 
Event,’ Broadway legit, to play in 
Warners’ talk of the same play, 





Buster Keaton has flu, 





Paul Kelly, legit, goes to Univer- 
sal, 





Betty Compton reported to police 
in Cannes, France, that her jewelry 
was missing. Then she left for 
Paris to sign a film contract and the 
jewels were found in her dresser. 





Joe Wolcott, former welterweight 
champ, picked up, charged with 
having sold policy slips. Dismissed. 





Edward Mendelsorn to produce 
‘The Hoax,’ by Forrest Rutherford. 


Coast 


Hayden Talbot, scenario writer, 
sued Fox Films for $11,900 when 
he was dismissed without expira- 
tion of his contract. Writer said 
that his agreement was to run until 
July. 











Edwin Carewe taken into custody 
for evasion of income tax returns of 
1926-7-8-9 amounting to $108,547. 
Director was released on $5,000 bail 
pending trial. 





Dan O’Brien, father of the film 
cowboy, and former state director 
of penology, is recovering from a 
heart attack at the Biltmore hotel. 





Fatty Arbuckle and Addie Mc- 
Phail, actress, have announced that 
they will wed as soon as Miss Mc- 
Phail’s divorce becomes final Nup- 
tials are expected in Juna, 





Mrs. Owen Moore (Kathryn 
Perry) recovering from a major 
operation at the Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital. She will be removed to 
her home in two weeks 





Kalla Pasha, veteran Sennett 
comedian, arrested at his home on 
charges of assault with a deadly 
weapon. Comedian taken into cus- 
tody when it was learned by cops 
that Pasha had let fly an ink bottle 





that landed on a motorman’'s head. 


| 
many 





| 








ad 


OBITUARY 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 


Thomas Jefferson, 76, stage and 
screen actor and son of the late Jo- 
seph Jefferson, died at his home in 
Hollywood, Cal., April 2, following a 


short illness. Jefferson had been a 
resident of Hollywood for eight 
years. 

His last stage appearance was 
‘Lightnin’, in which he succeeded 
Frank Bacon following the latter's 
|death. For 25 years he played in- 


termittently in ‘Rip Van Winkle,’ a 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


MAURICE ABRAHAMS 


Beloved Husband 


and Father 
Who Passed Away April 13, 1921 


Belle Baker Abrahams 
Herbert Abrahams 


play made famous by his father. 
Since going to Hollywood he has 
appeared in several pictures. 
Jefferson is survived by the 
widow, Mrs. Daisy Jefferson, and 
three daughters all living in the 
east, 
CHAS. L. LAMARCHE 
Charles L. LaMarche, 75, died at 


his home in Marion, Ind., following 
a two years’ illness. 

He was the proprietor of the once 
famous Haltnorth Garden, Cleve- 
land and with Luther M. Eirick 
built the Empire theatre there. In 
1901 he introduced the first full 
vaudeville program in Cleveland. He 
retired from the theatrical business 
in 1905 to engage in the steel in- 
dustry at Marion. Interment at 
Cleveland. 

His widow, three 
daughter survive. 


sons and a 





NORMAN McKINNEL 


Norman McKinnel, 62, noted Brit- 
ish character actor of stage and 
screen, died of heart disease in his 
London home on March 29. 

Less than a week before he had 
resigned a leading part in Coch- 
ran’s revival of ‘The Miracle,’ then 
in rehearsal, due to ill-health. 

He made his first appearance at 
24 in the provinces, coming to Lon- 
don at the old Elephant a year 
later. 

At one time he was the stage 
director at the Haymarket, and in 
1912 he appeared at the Little, New 
York, in ‘Rutherford and Son.’ 


JOHN C. STEPPLING 


John C, Steppling, 62, stage and 
screen actor, died in Hollywood, 
Cal., April 5, of an extended illness. 
He had lived there for the past 15 
years. . 

Born in Germany, Steppling came 
to this country when he was 20. He 





JULIA KNOX 
Mother of the Late 


Frank Norman Hearn 


Gratefully acknowledges with deep 


gratitude, to their many friends, for 


their kind messages of sympathy. 
CEILS REA IIE Ra IOS in 


appeared with Olga WNethersole's 
repertory company, with William 
Gillette in ‘Secret Service,’ E. H. 
Sothern’s Shakespearean company 
and several Belasco productions. 
His last stage appearance was with 
Bert Lytell in ‘Silence.’ His last 
picture was ‘Broken Lullaby.’ 

Steppling is survived by the 
widow, Mrs. Martha Steppling, two 
sons and one daughter. 


BERNHARDT MAURER 


Bernhardt Maurer, 78, veteran 
amusement park and resort oper- 
ator, who for more than 50 years 
controlled Long Branch, on Onon- 
dago Lake, N. Y., died at his home 
in Syracuse, N. Y., April 5. He had 
been ill for more than a year. 

Surviving are a son, two stepsons 
and a daughter. 








Cause for assault was over a five 
cent added fare that the victim de- 
manded to the end of the car lina, 


Lionel Barrymore sued for $116 


by Charvet & Fila, Inc., for unpaid 
cravats and neckwara, 








Mrs. Syd Chaplin in Hollywood 
for a visit. Mrs. Chaplin has been 
residing in London and Paris, 





Paul Avery, mag fiction writer, ar- 





(Continued on page 62) 


BERNARD MULLIGAN 
Bernard Mulligan, 26, booker for 
the Redwood circuit of California 
died in Montecito, Wash., succumb. 


ing to a heart ailment that had 
baffled physicians. 

Prior to his affiliation with the 
Redwood circuit he was assistant 


manager of the Paramount, Seattle 


GEORGE BANDY 

George Bandy, 61, former vaude 
performer, died on April 3 of heart 
iailure in Chicago. Bandy had been 
in vaude for many years, particu. 
larly in dancing acts, such as Bandy 
and Wilson, and Hays and Bandy, 

He was divorced. The ex-wife, 
his son and a sister survive. Burial 
in Chicago. 


ETTA ARMSTRONG 
Kita Armstrong, 40, former 
actress and at one time a member 
of ‘Variety's’ advertising staff, dieq 


April 8 after an operation for 
tumors. A son and mother survive, 
Interment was held yesterday 


(Monday). 


ARTHUR HILL 

Arthur Hill, 57, stage and screen 
actor, died in Hollywood April 9 
from a heart attack. Survived by 
his widow and a daughter, Vivian. 
He was a member of the original 
cast of the Montgomery and Stone 
show. 


FRANCES KAPPES 

Mrs. Frances Kappes, who until 
five years ago was a member of the 
trick bicycling team of the Martell 
Family, died at her home in Jersey 
City April 8. She is survived by 
two daughters, Edna and Eleanor, 
and her mother. Interment in 
North Bergen, N. J. 


HUGO CONN 
Hugo Conn, 58, died in New York 
April 7 of a tumor of the right lung, 
lor 30 years he was musical direc- 


MAURICE ABRAHAMS 


Who Departed This Life 


April 13, 1931 
May His Soul Rest in Peace 


EDWARD S. KELLER 





tor for Hurtig & Seamon. Survived 
by a brother, Dick Conn, also a mu- 
sical director. Interment in New 
York. 


HARRY A. KIENE 


Harry A. Kiene, 62, owner of a 
string of neighborhood houses, died 
in Indianapolis. He entered the pice 
ture business 20 years ago. 

Widow is the only survivor. 


THADDEUS WILBER 


Thaddeus Wilber, of the vaude 
team Townsend and Wilber, died 
suddenly at his home in Oswes% 
N. Y., recently. 


Joseph Cheetham, English tenor 
who appeared regularly at the 
leading concerts halls and the Al- 
bert Hall, died in London March 27, 
aged 57. Some years back he had 
a vogue in vaudeville. 





Jos. N. Francis, 49, Penobscot In- 
dian band leader, dropped dead near 
Bangor, Me., April 6, due to his exe 
ertions in rescuing his dog adrift 
on an ice floe in the Penobscot 
river. 





Widow (58) of Chas. E. Banks, 
minstrel, died in New York April 9% 
Interment in Baltimore. Her hus¢ 
band died about 20 years ago. 





Charles Darrell, author of ‘While 
London Sleeps’ and other almost 
forgotien pieces, died in England 
March 25, 





Theodore van den Blick, 46, meme 
ber of the WGY orchestra, died in 
Schenectady, N. Y., April 6. Sure 
vived by the widow, his mother and 
sister. 





Chas. Di Nova, 30, radio bariton® 
died in Albany, N. Y., hospital last 
week of acute appendicities. Sul 
vived by the widow and daughter: 


Mother, 71, of Maurice Rosé, RKO 





;agent, died April 6 in Brookly". 
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Broadway 


That spring fever. 

William Cullen oke again. 

Arthur Lubin finally got away. 

Nedra Smith sporting a new bob. 

The Arthur Freeds homesick for | 
Calif. 








Buddy Rogers yearns for the 
Coast. 

Lew Brown and the missus to! 
Bimini. 

Talk of a French theatre for 


Broadway. 


Sol Wurtzel has amputated that | 


moustachio. 


Jessel would like to go to Europe! 


next month. 


Paul Groll has opened an office 
Plots a legit. 
Nancy Carroll showing her new 


pionde tresses. 


Marian Santry of ‘Hot-Cha’ oper- | 
| her 
unplayed Publix time awaiting her. | 


ated on. Appendix. 
Arthur Houghton back from Flor- 
ida denying the boils. 
George Antheil to move his music 
to the south of France. 
Martin Herman is now 
And has it all to himself. 
When Danny Cohen went 
*‘Blectra’ he dressed in black. 


in Paree. 


to see 
Murray Queen staged tab version 
of ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen.’ 
That $5 limit poker game 
Roxy’s house Saturday nights. 
Sizen on new class speak: ‘Never 
recommend a one-day-old friend.’ 


at 


Flock of peddlers on B’way last 
week selling gardenias at dime 
throw. 

Perce ‘Reilly’ Elkeles back from 


St. Petersburg, Fla., the town of old 
ladies. 


Current Paramount show 


Stage 


makes exactly 200 for Boris Petroff, 
etager. 

Lou Wolfson beck to the Paris 
William Morris office within the | 
month. 

Sam Solotow took last week off 
from Times’ drama department to 
read a book. 

Cedric Belfrage in such a hurry 
to get to Hollywood he didn't stop 


in New York. 

Phyllis Harris, daughter 
liam the legit producer, 
a fall last week. 


of Wil- 
injured in 


Jimmy Reilly of the Frohman 
office beat ptomaine after eating 
wrong mushrooms, 

Favorite theme song of almost 
every east side German brauhaus 
restaurant is ‘Auf Wiedersehen.’ 

Square’s definition of an opti- | 
mist is a guy who opens a new 


restaurant in the theatre district. 
Gag offered by George Levy, who 
took it on the run after he got rid 
of it: ‘Laugh? I thought Id dial!’ 
Songwriters are still waiting for 
television, but all the vaudevillians 


are trying to connect on the radio. | 


Harry Hershfield still giving 
away tins to Broadway columnists, 
although conducting his own col- 
umn. 


Not until Carroll went 
Years’ billing come down from the 
marquee. 

Hollywood's autographed ciga- 
rette case fad is getting to be the 
thing among the Broadway boys 
and also the girls. 

Gene Geiger has taken over Villa 
Richard, the road house atop the 
Palisades in Jersey near new Wash- 
ington bridge approach. 

Jimmie Durante says that 
Georgie Raft got a break in pictures 


he’s using four times the amount 
of vaseline on his hair. 
Adolph Mayer vacationing from 


the Erlanger booking office a cou- 
ple of weeks to handle ‘Mask and 
Wig’ show in Philadelphia. 

«After keeping the Louie Rydells 
(“Variety’) secret a real secret, 
Winchell scooped on their quite dis- 
tant blessed event expectation. 

Will Hays will be the first guest 
of honor at the Motion Picture Club 
Forum's new series cf luncheons 
every Tuesday starting today (12). 


_Party including Cahrley Levy and | 
Sid Harris very nervous flying from | 


Miami to Havana, but 
coming back. There's a 
Havana hangar. 

Reported sum in Mary Warbur- 
ton 8S out of court settlement of the 
Betty Healy alienation suit was 
$12,000, The wife of Ted Healy 
asked for $250,000. 


all brave 
bar at the 


Charlie Pettijohn of the Hays of- | 
fice is thinking of opening an apart- | 


ment in Washington. He has spent 


most of his time at the Capitol dur- | 


ing the past winter. 


Arnold Reuben likes the crack 


about ‘from a sandwich to an insti- | 
<a in ‘Hot-Cha’ so well he sees) 
1e Ziegfeld musical whenever he, 


aS an open evening. 

Combination Sandwich - men - 
Suides are being used by the Cherry 
La 1¢ Playhouse in the 
“igns carriers direct prospective 
©ustomers to the theatre, 

Hollywood influence hit one pro- 
Prietor whe sent out wires an- 
nouncing the opening of his lunch- 
©on counter and soda dept. in con- 
JUNCtion 


With his cigar store. 
James @Magney, the tough guy of 
Pictures, goes to afternoon piano re- 


| Brownsville hosp 


| heir 
i the 


| Elkins and a ‘Variety’ mugg 


into the, 
Hammerstein did the ‘Through the | 


since ! 


Village. | 


citals at Carnegie and premieres of 
Theatre Guild productions of Shaw 
while vacationing in New York. 


Just when Jimmy Cannon and 
Milt Raison finished the first 15 
;minutes of their ‘hit play’ Raison 
blows for the coast. But they agreed 
on a title, ‘Double Exposure,’ any- 
| how. 


James J. Geller of the Morris 
office is starting a new series in the 
‘Herald Tribune’ titled ‘Songs That 
Made Them Famous.’ Details num- 
which brought certain singing 
stage personalities to fame. 

Frances Fay, Club Barney enter- | 
tainer who has been in the East 
for some weeks, | 
out in a fortnight following | 
auto accident. She has some 


bers 


will be 


Borrah Minevitch, expecting 
any day, is alternating 
ings with one-week layoffs. In case 
harmonica virtuso is out of 
town Minevitch has delegated Eddie 
to pace 


an 


the floor for him. 
| Will Osborne last week wired a 
complaint to the V.M.A. to the ef- 


fect that he had the rights to a fall 
| bit in the Frank and Milt Britton 
act. Major Donovan also wired: 
; ‘You're both wrong. 
Humpty-Dumpty.’ 


| 


Berlin 


Marcel Vandal 

Willy Forst on location in Ragusa 

Maurice Ravel, French composer, 
here. 

Wilhelm Meydam back from 
York, 


in town. 


New 


book- 


Originator was |! 


| 








London empty of American visi 
tors 

Paddy Carstairs leaving for the 
States. 

Rowland Leigh dining with Adele 
Astaire 

Saul Harris finished his Elstree 
contract. 

Fred Niblo writing home from 
Germany. 

Basil Dean's studio on a short 
close down. 

Erik Hakim talking about doing 


‘Queer People.’ 
Owen Nares in 
quence at Ealing. 
Draught ended promptly at start 
of Easter vacation. 
sritish International 
with Menjou for two. 
‘Jock’ Whitney over 
Adele Astaire wedding. 
L’Estrange Fawcett coing 
licity for Major Leadlay. 
sank holiday show business 
big for the film theatres 
English hoofers asking 
Brothers to teach them new 
jarbette, dissatisfied with 
Palladium billing, staged his 
act. 
Jack 
Hollywood 
next, 
Gaumont 
ace in ‘Case 
Lady.’ 
Anthony Asquith quit British In- 
ternational and may sign with Gau- 
monts. 
Rumored here Gina Malo may 
play opposite Fred Astaire when he 
next appears in London. 


an operation se- 
dickering 


here for the 
pub- 
was 


Condos 
ste ps. 


old 


Raymond returning 
to direct Gracie Fields’ 
British 
of 


another 
Irightened 


voted 
the 


Hon. David Tennant, owning the | 


Gargoyle, night club, introducing 


|fencing as a cabaret act. 


| 


| Guido Thielscher guest-playing in 

Cologne, 

| Heinz Hilpert to make another 

| picture this spring. 

| Vera Skoronell, well-known 
dancer, died, 26 years old. 

| Fritz L. D. Strengholt and wife 


postcarding from Lugano. 
Willy Forst and Willy Fritsch to 
|; play together in an Ufa picture. 
Betty Stern gave a betrothal re- 
|ception for Gitta Alpar and Gustav 
| Froehlich. 
Commandatore Ragaglia, manager 
{of Teatro del Independenti, Rome, 
here looking around. 


Jenny Jugo to appear on stage for | 


for two 
prior to 


London Pavilion closed 
months for reconstruction, 
going News Reel theatre. 

Murray Anderson sending 8.0.5. 


'to English music publishers to sub- 
| mit new numbers for his new show. 
Production of ‘Return of Bulldog | 


| Drummond,’ J. C. 


' 


ifirst time in ‘Caramba’ at the} 
| Renaissance theatre. 
Lea Seidel, the hostess of the}! 


i ‘White Horse Inn,’ in London, here 
for a few days visit. 

Leopold Schwarzschild is out of 
the newspaper ‘Montag-Morgen.’ 
His successor is Stephan Grossman. 

Cafe Josty at Potsdamer Platz, 
Berlin’s most popular coffee house, 
closing down after nearly 130 years 
| of existence. 

Albert Basserman, Alexander 
Moissi and Toni van Eyck to tour 
in ‘aust’ through Holland, Belgium, 
France and Switzerland. 

‘American Tragedy’ will be played 
at the Theatre des Westens with 
Hertha Thiele, Brigitte Hornay, Er- 
; win Kalser and Erwin Berghof. 

Gretl Theimer, Tibor von Halmay, 
Max Ehrlich, Senta Soeneland and 
{Paul Morgan appear in the April 
program of the Berlin Wintergarten. 
| Julius Meinl, largest coffee house 
owner and coffee importer of Aus- 
itria, is said to be the financial 
; backer of Dr, Beer, Max Reinhardt’s 
' successor. 

The Swiss experimental 
3erich played at the Renaissance 
theatre in the play, ‘Das Grabmal 
des Unbekannten Soldaten’ (‘The 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’). 

Elisabeth Bergner has married 
her old friend and director, Dr. Paul 
Czinner. She will make a picture 
With her husband in Paris. The 
story is based on Ossip Dymow’'s 
i novel, ‘Nju.’ 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Series of concerts is being given 
by Mlle. Lucienne Radisse, French 
cellist, who has appeared in United 
States, 

Current stage draw in largest cir- 
cuit of nabes is Regina Garcia de 
Cisneros, Spanish and armless, who 
drives automobiles, operates type- 
writers, etc., with her feet. 
| Civic government is considering 
razing Belen prison, grim local jail 
house which dates back to 169S, 
selling site for first-class hotel and 


an up-to-date cooler, 

Cops got a surprise the other day 
when they booked a man, nabbed 
for suspicious actions in silk stock- 


, ing districts, who insisted that his 
name is Victor Hugo and nothing 
else but. He had a copy of ‘Les 
| Miserables’ with him. 

Harry E. Polbdock, American, 
manager of the Agua Caliente 


' Sporting Club, was arrested in Tia- 


juana, accused of running a sweep- 
stake in connection with hors 
races n Acuna Calienie without 
=e ng official sanction 


stage | 


j 


using profits from deal to construct 


Thorpe's latest, 
suspended studio argu- 
ment. 

Harry Hilling, formerly publicity 
manager for Williamson - Tate, 
Australia, offering to do Dora 
Maughan’'s publicity gratis. 


through 





Toronto 





Raysol backers agitated. 

Ken Tuckey is a Scotsman. 

Kay Stokes to Uptown organ. 

Geo. Deller new Sunnyside p.a. 

Ethel Barrymore being partied. 

Jack Arthur takes the Imperial 
baton. 

Spring is here. 
Plate entries. 

Tommy McClure is 
Gardens mgr. 

Can. Machine Gun Corps doing 
‘Journey’s End.’ 

Ashley Paige, once Imperial m.c., 
headlining at Shea’s. 

Peggy Shaw and Clarence 
(Happy) Day will wed. 

‘Hooey’ banned, with local cops 
yanking in unsold copies. 

With Easter parade a flop, another 
will be staged on Saturday. 

Roy (‘Daily Star’) Greenaway 
crashing Wayne county jail. 

Jimmy Gray will try a trans-At- 
lantic flight within the fortnight. 

Horace Lapp to Imperial console, 
where he started seven years ago. 

Official seating capacity of Maple 
Leaf Gardens is 12,473; not 17,000. 


Forty-five King’s 


new Arena 








‘tourists, hoped to be better than last 


43 


—— 
—— 


VARIETY 











| 
| 
| 
| 


year, With hotel rates reduced. 
J. A. Gauvin promotes opera at} 
the St. Denis. | 


} 


his } 


from | 


Howard Conover makes Imperial! 
ill-French 


Toronto 


house 
excursion 
oosted matinees. 
Canadian budget 
ow for producers. 
Seven-day bicycle 
Forum Saturday (16). 
Hockey, amateur 
nis town Theatres 
Phil Maurice to 
tian Gardens cabaret May 1. 

Honorary president Montreal 
Theatre Managers’ Association is 
mayor of Montreal. 


Havana 


By Rene Canizares 


Saturday (9)} 


means more sor- 


grind begins 


and pro, over in 
benefit. 


open new Vene 


Roxy a late vacationist. 
Montmartre closing soon. 
nose-dived. 

Ernesto Lecuona left for Spain. 
All deluxers trying band acts now 
‘Frankenstein’ was around. N. s. zg 
Automatic lighters are taxed $10 


Montparnasse 


each. 

More taxes on everything but ma- 
raccas, 

June Morgan back at the Mont 
martre. 

Skouras and Missus were around 


| relaxing. 


Paris 


Grock packing Medrano. 

Eliot Paul moving to Mallorea. 
Lee Stowe taking old pals to tea. 
‘Criminels’ getting the Americans, 
Joe Schildkraut to pass through. 
New Bagdad to be a class place. 
Kate de Nagy to perfect her 

French. 
Lloyd Corrigan still 


lost in south 


,of France. 


Annabella down to Budapest to 
20 gypsy 
Roger Dann 
in London. 
Maurice 
Holly wood. 
Andre Berley 
vaudeville. 
Carroll MacComas doing a lot of 
entertaining. 
Ernest Torrance 
here usual, 
Rene Clair 
don reception. 
Cliff Fischer 
appendicitis. 


doing his recording 


von Moppes may g0 


doing some more 


not stopping 
as 
from swell Lon- 


back 


still in hospital after 


Dressmakers copying Kate de 
Nagy's models. 

Barbara Field and Russell Hitt 
down with flu. 

Montmartre intimate places 
changing shows. 

Arthur Moss doing a new book 
and going social. 

Susan Glaspell a regular at the 
Select for lunch. 

Pierre Fresnay has his own ideas 
on Odeon salaries. 

Paul Robeson around on the left 
bank with friends. 

Chorus boys doing other jobs 
when out of work. 

Izzy Percival and Murr back to 
Hollywood via Spain. 
| Cops taking 2 hand in the Mont- 


Raymond Fernandez laid up a few 


| days with indigestion. 


Eliseo (mama Inez) Grenet sail- 
ing for South America. 

Summer racing season only on} 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

The old Chinese theatre now try- 
|ing burlesque and pictures, 

Ensueno Girl's orchestra now 
paying at the Jockey Club. 

Mowler and Tamara at the Cam-| 
| poamor with the Castro band. 

Fausto theatre has Rebollar’s or- 
chestra and Hortensia Coalla. 

Metro signed another year with 


Campoamor for first showings. 

Eneanto has tab of Lecuona’s 
latest musical, ‘Guaracha,’ with the 
Le Batard orchestra. 


Havana Casino orchestra slated 


for La Playa, where summer gaming 
season will start soon. 

Mrs. Greenleaf, former stage ac- 
tress, had only pari-mutuel ticket 
in a long shot that paid 507 for) 


i two bucks. 


lire 
movie 


department 
exchanges 


all 
with 


inspected 
and those 


i}residences on top floor have to va- 


cate in 90 days. 


J. D. Gortatowsky of King Fea- 


| tures played a fast one here, sign- 





Merrill Dennison waxing indig- 
nant in print at Canadian radio 
situation. 

Bob Noble doing a ‘Do You Re- 
member’ vaude column, and very 
good, too. 

Gordon Sinclair, globe-trotting 
scribe, getting enthusiastic about | 


the nautch girls of India. 

Phil Worth sells $12,000 worth of 
Broadway acts to Sunnyside out- 
door amusement center for summer 
months. 

Sophie Tucker autographing pix. 
at B'nai Brith gathering for Jewish 
charity, with bids going as high as 
12 bucks. 

Montreal 


John Bird in full song. 
Harry Hertz about due 
Olivar Asselin licking his wounds 
Jack Macklin helps out the Palace. 


bac k. 


;ing all the newspapers for the INS 


leased wired away from the Asso- 
ciated Press, 


The Hague 





Organgrinders using 
instead of handgrinding. 

All seaside hotels announce a 20% 
cut in prices for coming summer. 

Hothouse grapes so cheap now 
that growers cannot sell them for 
cost to grow. 

Fritz Hirsch Operetta 
50th performance of 
Liebe’ at the Hague. 

War Office and Public Works 
tabooed all parachute stunts; only 
those for science allowed. 

In Haarlem cigaret slot machines 
taboo. Authorities fear misuse by 
kids under 18 who cannot buy to- 
bacco. ; 

Dutch servants 


motorpower 


Co, 
‘Rundum 


gave 
die 


not wanted, and 
Germans imported have reached a 
total of 60,000 girls. Many protests 
from the Dutch servants. 

Dutch Association of Vaudeville 
Artists protests against foreign acts 
in cinemas. Association 
that Dutch artists should come be- 
fore aliens. 





Trenton — 


Lou Tellegen 


at dinner, 


eats three desserts 


tobins returning to the state cap- 


itol dome. 

Dan Stevenson out as local RKO 
press man. 
| Restaurant prices here are now 
g0ing up again, 

Sid Goldmann going to Europe 


Geoff Hewelcke collec ting stamps. | 
Freddy Edwards pepping up ‘Her- | 


ld.’ 
Aida. 

Len fountree ‘flitting around 
igain. 

sill Lester buying big space for 


nabes. 


Norman Ogilvie a symphony in 


brown. 

April will see end of legit here for 
season. 

Win Spencer flipping leaves of 
form book. 

Local racing begins May 28 at 
King’s Park. 


nite clubs 


for 


Cabarets, dusting off 


decorations season s influx UU. S. 


| Phila 


again next month. 

RKO Capitol rec ruiting talent for 
a ‘Home Town Revue.’ 

Town's newest and most fashion- 
able hotel in hands of receiver. 

Conductor on P.R.R. Trenton- 


train is dead ringer for Presi- 


dent Hoover. 


Hopewell prices are back to pre- 
kidnapping level, with majority of 
reporters called back to office. 

Trenton likes its religious epec- 
tacles, with 2,000 turning out 
single performance ‘Golden 
Bowl.’ 

Depression expected to deal worst 


blow thus far in Trenton 


of 


with yre- 


port that American Bridge Com- 
pany will close its local plants, let- 
ting several hundred out 


demands | 


for | 


martre drug business. 

Steve Fitzgibbons over for a week- 
lend, then to London. 
Louis Vernande 
Riviera for vacation. 
Edward Titus off on three-week 
trip with son Horace. 
‘Searface’ sending 
laudience into a panic. 
Lido Manzoni has a 
|!ment in Montparnasse. 
| ‘Hot-Cha’ disks here eight days 

after show opened in New York. 
Nadja organizing international 
women's” club. She is Beatrice 
Wanger. 
The 
again in 


down to the 


the pre view 


new aparte 


Pollocks' settling 
and he working in 


Gordon 
Paris, 


Joinville. 
| Natan’s ‘Croix de Bois’ packing 
|the Moulin Rouge with S.R.O. most 
of the time. 

Caresse Crosby down to the Ri- 


viera to spend Easter with the Phil- 
lip Barrys. 

The Hudson Wonders crossing 
Paris on their way to Belgium and 
Scandinavia. 

Earl Carroll to the Riviera hoping 
to contact Louis Lemarchand of the 
Folies Bergere. 

Washington 
hot pictures in 
| re gular theatre. 
Ruth Putnam Mason aligning im- 
pressive names as sponsors for her 
new organization. 

Billy West doing an Aimee Mac- 


alace to show some 
new club over the 


Pherson, staging revival meetings 
in his apartment. 
Alexandre Scoufis, 46, a poet of 


Grecian origin, found murdered in 
his Paris apartment, 

Everybody moving to Auteuil to 
cheap apartments near pools and 
tennis courts for summer. 

Rex Ingram surprising Hollywood 
expatriates by coming out as dash- 
| ing matinee idol type in Paris cafes, 
| Louis Cole singing the Penthouse 
| Serenade to some Americans who 
j; have no idea what penthouses are, 
| but like the name. 

Silva, alias Maja Myrurgia, 
| staging a comeback after a successe 
| ful operation and treatment followe- 
ing a motorcar accident, 


-_—- — 








| Winnipeg 
By Matt Corbett 


| College Theatre Players closed. 
|} Stage band opens at the Metroe 
politan, this city’s ace picture house, 
Chas. Wright acts as m.c. for 
Sarah Levine's all-girl band at Lye 
ceum.,. 
Starland starts a stage presenta- 
tion, with Coghill and Needham 
comedians and a chorus. 


‘The Strangler,’ writien by Matt 
Corbett, opens the « Dominion 
for four performan Good noe 


tices, biz just fair. 
George Law, former Universal] 
Lyceum manager, lands job on the 


| Miles independent circuit as over- 
| seeing manager of chain. 
| John Hurley, ‘Free Press’ critic, 


| pans Mrs. Pyper’s ‘Joy of Living’ at 


Playhouse. Play had big publicity 
owing to the university profs ane 
nulling it for U. dramatics as ‘ime 


moral,’ 


| 
' 
| CJCX, Grain Exchange studio, 


broadcasting series of half hour 
mystery plays written and produced 
by club of Winnipeg writers known 
;as ‘The Siren.’ Series now to be 
weekly event. 
| Tickets were being held by specs 
for as high as $10 a throw for the 


dominion final junior championship 


hockey contest at the Amph. The 
Winnipeg Monarchs and the Sud- 
bury Wolves were tied Sudbury 
won, 1-9, 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Allie Bagley beating it. 

Harry English forgetting to eat. 
Dan Astella better and at work. 
Sophie Tucker carded the gang. 





May Zimberg visiting the lodge. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 

Jack Crowley, former quartetter 
now cabareting 

Henrv Hudson has a cold! in bed] 
but not serious. 

Jack Flaum back after two weeks 
of big-towning. 

Town hall getting all local shows 
Ante raised at Pontiac. 

Joan Allen, newcomer at the lodge 


necding rest. incipient case 


Harry and Charley Parrett on the 
okay side. Both at their best. 

Stage shows at Pontiac (local tal- 
ent) gets oke and may continue. | 

Dorothy Wilson after being abed 
for a month, now on the okay side. 

Patsy Stover is here renewing old 
acquaintances at 71 Bloomingdale 
avenue, | 

Helen O'Reilly to bed. Medico | 
says a month of bedding will set 
things risht. 

Gladvs Palmer now a pneumo tho- | 
rax patient. She can take ind shows 
improvement, 

Mike McMamee Still awaiting that 
get up call. Two and a half years | 
of strictly abed. | 

Catherine Vogelle on the list for! 
pneumo thorax. Still up for one | 
downstairs meal. 

Ben Shaffer shot back to bed. | 
Trving to overcome a short wind 
spell and pleurisy. 

While being stethoscoped by Dr. 


Wilson, Harry Namba cracked, ‘Are 
you listening, Doc?’ 

Ida Howard cheerfully holding her 
own: has good reports and is about 
ready for little walks. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer now has ten pa- 
tients taking the solarium treat- 
ment; results are 100%. 

Jesse Romer spending two months 
here vacashing at the Herbert Bre- 
non cottage. Just resting. 

Mrs. Katherine Murphy returning 
after a month of Philadelphia, At- 
lantic City and Easton, Pa. 

Andrew Molony trying to dig up 
spot for summer stock show, maybe 
Lake Placid will be considered. 

Joe Reilly, I. A. T. S. E. boy, over 
a serious set back, seen Main street- 
ing it first time in two months. 

Doctor tells George Harmon he 
needs ‘sun and air.’ George snapped 
back. ‘How will I support him?’ 

Monroe Coleman prides himself on 
being head-chemist of the world’s 
best equipped laboratory at the 
WN. V. A. lodge. 

Town trying to ditch the police 
force (three) letting state troopers 
do the work. First meeting ended 
in fight, no decision, 

E. . Doty now airing 
Pleasant Valley Sanatorium, 
.N. Y., late of Sparks’ 
the Wm. Todd Shows. 

T:m ‘Cy’ Lenihan left Tucson, 
Ari. Now sunning at the Good 
Samaritan hospital (Ward E), Los 
Ang«i's, Cal. He is getting special 
tre:. +-ont for arthritis. Tom hasn’t 
walked for five years. 

Eleanora Gray, concert pianist, 
returning from Italy to make her 
American debut, broke down after 
a great success in N. Y. C. Now 
ozonnig here to her Sheppard ave- 
nue cottage and studio, having 
staged a comeback. Expecting to 
resume her concert tour. 

Local entertainers here gave the 
patients a bang-up show at the 
Lodge. Lee LaMar and her orches- 
tra supplied music. Alma Montague 
billed. Songs by Edson Smith, Joe 
Murphy, Eddie Burke and Alice 
Carman, Harry English poeted. 
Entertainment under the direction 
of ‘Hfappy’ Benway, Eddie Voss and 
Dan Astella. Superintendent Kath- 
erine Murphy acted as hostess. 


Hollywood 


at the 
Bath. 
circus and 








Charles Starretts changing houses. 

Spencer Tracy slightly hurt at 
polo. 

Hollywood Bowl 
July & Run until 

Cedric Belfrage 


concerts 
August 26. 
here readying 


start 


to 








Pearson, Reginald Mason, Wally 
Ford, John Alexander, Robert Keith, 


| James Kirkwood, John Wray, Jack 
| Rutherford, Robert Woolsey. Bert 
Wheeler, Walter Catlett and Don 
Dilloway. 
i e K 
| Lexington, Ky. 
By Charles G. Dickerson 
Amateur nights again at two the- 


atres.,. 
New theatre finished at U. S. Vet- 
erans’ hospital. 
Downie Brothers circus billed May 
29 with Charles Sparks at the helm. 
Publix is ahead 


going 


Kentucky 


wood, Fla. 
No baseball team at University of 


none is headed this way, and so far} 


no advance agents in. 
Although daily race-track license 


ing local course, the admission and 
mutuel take will remain the same, 

A visit to the race track any 
morning during workout hour re- 
veals hundreds of railbirds pastim- 
ing for want of jobs. The mob is so 
large that it looks like the races 
are on. 

Several small-town picture houses 
in central Kentucky Lave folded be- 
cause patronage has drifted to Lex- 


ington. The idea is to get away 
from home for amusement, and 


there’s the 
and girls. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 


auto ride for the boys 


Sooners out on golf links till 
stymied by snow. 
Lois Daziel, Duluth danseuse, 


joins Publix stage unit. 

Fog horn at ship canal begins on 
same old tune, so now Duluthians 
can sleep. 

Mayor Snively learns of broken 
rib after being injured ten days be- 
fore in fall. 

New nabe theatre for East sSu- 
perior street near residential dis- 
trict announced. 

‘Lucky Breaks,’ sponsored by 
Haresfoot club of Wisconsin U, at 
Orpheum April 9. 

Hyman Laden, newsroom stooge, 
plans series of articles on mistakes 
of Biblical writers. 

Silberstein & Bondy, oldest de- 
partment store in Duluth, bankrupt. 
Founded 67 years ago. 

A. B. Kaplin, assistant city editor 
of ‘The Herald,’ boasts of scooping 
Winchell. A daughter. 

State Senator George H. Lommen 
will build a riding academy on East 
Superior street this spring. 

Chamber of Commerce votes to 
leave Hotel Duluth for downtown 
location in Alworth building when 
completed. 

RKO vaude at Lyceum brought 
out the gendarmes to handle the 
crowds last week. Public eager for 
varied fare. 

Carl Gordon, Duluth violinist now 
with’ Jess Stafford’s band in New 
Orleans, writes the stork has 
brought him a son. 

‘Red’ Stuart, defense man for Du- 
l.th Hornets, voted most valuable 
player on local hockey team, cap- 
tures Bagley trophy, 

Under new air mail schedule, 
mail leaving Duluth at 4:15 p. m. 
reaches Chicago at 11:15 same night 
and New York at 8:06 next morning. 





interview celebs 
‘Express.’ 
I'rances 


for the London 


Selditz, former sec 


at 


United Artists theatre, in the same! 


capacity for Rufus LeMaire 
Warners. 

Irving Thalberg personally direct- 
ed the tests of Virginia Bruce for 
the name role in ‘Red Headed Wom- 
an’ at Metro. 

Tom Mix gets a Laemmle to di- 
rect his next at U, ‘Good Bad Man.’ 


at 


Lowest excursion rates in history 
to and from Duluth and Chicago, 
lless than one-half fare, announced 
for this spring by Northwestern 
| road. 

Death of Rose Coghlan recalls 
that this famous star played on the 
opening night of the Temple Opera 
House here in ‘Jocelyn,’ Oct. 22, 
1889. 


| Dr. Le Roy Arnold, lecturer, play- 


wright and professor of English at 


with Ecward Laemmle on the small] Hamline University, St. Paul, spoke 


end of tLe mer, 

The ex-AJirs. Scrappy (Edna) 
Lambert is splitting her time be- 
tween Ho'iywood and Palm Springs, 
with the Sprines setting an edge. 

Chan is trying to pick up a little 
extra cash by recording radio ap- 
pearanens of the picture celebs and 
selling them the discs for their 
ar« hives, 

West Coast edition of the Lambs 
Frolic was held April 3 at Charles 
Moseconi’'s dance school. Partici- 
pants included Lew Cody, Bertrand 
Robinsen, Harry Joe Brown. Charles 
Mosconi, Charles Williams, Pat 
O'Brien, Richard Carlyle, Arthur 


| here April 6 


Today.’ 

Five thousand people 
|luth Hornets capture the 
game from the kK. C. Pla-Mores in 
| the semi-finals of the North Ameri- 
jean Hockey League. 

Billie Petrolle of 
contender for three world's boxing 
championships, will be presented 
With a Victory trophy for the pub- 
licity he has brought to the city. 

Blackfriars Dramatic Club. of 
Duluth State Teachers’ College won 
| prize in Little Theatre’s second an- 
jnual one-act play contest, offering 
| O'Neill's ‘Where the Cross Is Made.’ 


on ‘Broadway Plays 


Duluth, leading 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 


aoe 


i 





| with presentation y .licy in addition 
{to films. 

First carload of trotters in from 
winter training ground at Long- | 


New weekly rag to make its bow 
here. 

Rivoli show first French films in 
town. 

Hartford wets lead 5 to 1 in 
Digest poll. 

Capitol theatre usherettes gay in 
new spring uniforms. 

Schulman visits New York to 
preview foreign films. 

Jack Oldham experimenting with 
new process oil paints. 

Warner Regal billing double fea- 
tures with two changes weekly. 

Bernie Saunders, formerly with 


Publix Allyn, joins local Warner 
Theatres. 

Henry Needles now set in new 
suite of offices in Strand Theatre 
building. 

Stan Laurel and Fred Baker in 
a coed’s dance and battle of music 
“the a tatin Mes ac s ~ | next week. 
cage shal Athletic finances at low What has happened to Jerry Cal- 

Barber prices down to 25 for hair- oe . = promotional ideas 

= s - ° : L/S oO 1e KISL. 
eut and 15 for shaves in nearly all ane ee a ee ee 
except Main street joints. ; 7 : oT 

Kentucky racing season starts|t-€-"-S-0-n is the proper way to 
here April 16. Five hundred horses|*Pe!l his given name, 

?.s - Tony Pistritto’s orchestra at Club 
| now quartered at local track, | Stations i Rocky Hill le mina 

Lexington used to be an April|**” JWOOG, S00) a, Oy pace 
spot for the larger carnivals, but] 


was cut from $2,500 to $500, affect- |! 





| 
saw the Du- 
deciding | 


|of type doing business. 


Walter Brown, local newspaper 
columnist, goes highbrow with fre- 
quent poetical insertions. 

Parson’s theatre gets cancella- 
tion on legit, first in six months, 
scheduled to open this week. 

Israel Chancupp, Strand, goes 
back to single feature policy after 
tryout of doubles for two months. 

Freddy Thomas bears a benign 
expression as Monday night audi- 
ences increase as result of exploita- 
tion. 

Insurance companies’ employees 
present minstrel show for benefit of 


two local newspapers’ outdoor 
funds. 
Local newspapers drop an aver- 


age of 30% in lineage during March, 
according to figures recently made 
available. 

Dismantling old blacksmith shop 
in Rockville recalls that it was the 
first place in town to show pictures 
many years ago. 

Republicans expect harmonious 
convention to nominate delegates to 


national convention next June. All 
out for Hoover. 
Newspapers help pack state 


armory for the National Flower and 
Garden Show. Devoting three and 
four columns daily. 


Musicians worried about their 
contracts, with change in owner- 
ship for Fox Capitol and Palace 


theatre in Hartford. 

Newdealers, police and church of- 
ficials have get-to-gether and elim- 
inate more than a score of maga- 
zines from Hartford stands. 





: Connecticut 





Palace, Danbury, drops Al For- 
rest, organist. 


Alexa Burgess new cashier at 
Palace, Danbury. 

State police are enforcing 12 
o’clock closing law for dance. 
Amateur minstrel show season 


at its 
state. 

Dolly Clark, former circus bare- 
back rider, now in business at Tor- 
rington. 

Tracey L. Knapp, magician, ap- 
pearing at dance halls as added at- 
traction. 

Joseph M. Hefferan, Danbury, will 
handle press on Barnett Bros. cir- 
cus this season, 

Francis X. Bushman insists on 
real spring mattress bed for his dog 
at New London. 

Film ‘The Village Virtuous,’ with 
all New England cast, completed at 
Bristol studio, Waterbury. 

Ballroom at Pietsch’s Garden, 
Peach Lake, opens several weeks 
earlier than previous seasons. 


peak in western section of 


Empress, South Nofrwalk, trying 
out stag shows. If first two 
weeks are successful, policy will be 
adopted. 


Negotiations under way for dra- 
matic stock at Regent, South Nor- 
walk. House now playing pictures 
successfully. 

Maurice forms new 


Rtepoley or- 


i chestra unit to be known as Rhythm 


Kings at Danbury. Will play New 
York State resort. 
By Archie J. Baley 
‘The Green Pastures’ good ad- 
vance, 


| Publix takes over RKO Orph 
Sioux City, Ia. 
Milton Rieck appointed dramatics 
director at Creighton Uni. 
Herbert Bluechel of Hawarden 
Ia., buys Military (neighb). 
Moon grabs star act from C 
H. S. show for week's date. 
C. Emmett Lockard marries Mad- 


at 


nh 


there. 


plaving cavalier t 


Paramount sec 


sill Miskell 








A 






Margaret Shotwell, pianist and lo- 
eal ‘cigaret heiress’. celeb. 

George Johnson leaves’ Publix 
after years of organ-izing to work 
at Orpheum console here. 

Charles Parkening of Elkhorn, 
Neb., buys Chiodone dance hall and 
| reopens on low price scale. 

Andy Roy new Orpheum manager 
and William Pinkerton from ‘The 
World-Herald’ joins pub. staff. 

American Federation of Arts con- 
vention decides ‘theatre very much 
alive and in period of reconstruc- 
tion.’ 

Building of Carnival amusement 
park in Omaha _ announced by 
Wright Amusement Co. of Missouri 
Valley, Ia., through M. Meyer, presi- 
dent of Luxus Root Beer Co. 





~ Houston 


By Lecta Rider 


Yo-Yo is back. 

Local politics sizzling. 

The Royal has gone dark. 

Foghorn Kelly has his megaphone 
out. 

Busiest place in town is the pub- 
lic library. 

tumors of 
are in the air. 

Sunday theatre reviews 
of the ‘Post-Dispatch.’ 

City Auditorium picked for State 
Democratic Convention. 

Open air free films will go into the 
city’s parks this summer. 

Cost of living has come down here 
in everything but wet goods. 

Town turned out to see and hear 
Yehudi Menuhin, boy violinist. 

New novel by Asa Bordages, for- 
mer local boy, out this month. 

Jack Jaster from New Orleans 
new press agent at the Majestic. 

Wedding bells for Ted Nabors, 
radio announcer, and Hazel Daigle. 

Earl McMahon's’ orchestra for 
local General Motors Exhibit in 
April. 

Wesley Barry and his orchestra 
playing an indefinite engagement at 
the Rice. 

Two weeks’ notice is up for stage 
hands and operators at the RKO- 


admission price cuts 


still out 


Majestic. 

The new Ford eight competed 
with Maurice Chevalier at the Met- 
ropolitan. 


Daisey Elgin was soloist with the 
concert of the Houston Symphony 
orchestra. 

Henrietta Straw, who used to sing 


with Jimmy Joy’s orchestra, here 
on a visit. 

Vinton Sholl, manager of the 
Kirby, is a licensed pilot, among 
other things. 

Fred Stone was a fais draw in 
‘Smiling Faces,’ under Edna W. 


Saunders’ wing. 

Betty Benton Patterson has joined 
the staff of ‘The Gargoyle,’ local 
high hat weekly. 

Snow and freak cold weather in- 
terrupted tuning up process of the- 
atres’ cooling plants. 

Publix may try a split week policy 
in the Kirby, second of its three 
houses here, during the summer. 

Economy axe has just chopped 
five more members from the ‘Post- 
Dispatch’ editorial staff and art 
room. 

Hal Norfleet is grinning about the 
newspaper yarn telling how he 
launched Andy Devine and Joan 
Blondell. 

General Motors show is a big free 
attraction at Sam Houston Hall, site 
of the last Democratic National 
Convention. 

Len Brown, division chief of RKO, 
looking over local house. Operators 
and stage hands working on a week- 
to-week basis. 

Jack McCully, ex-critic for the 
‘Times-Picayune’ in New Orleans, is 
back in the home town. Lee Mar- 
tin, copyreader on the same sheet, 
also out in economy slash, has re- 
turned with his wife, Julia Watts 
Martin. 


Kansas City 
By Will R. Hughes 


One-pound baby born this week 
claimed to be the world’s smallest. 

Fred Stone here week of April 25. 
First night sold to the Mu Phi Ep- 
silon. 

Amusements, assisted by labor or- 
ganizations, have defeated daylight 
saving for the town. 

Edna Keeley, late of 
ward stock company, 
lished a school of acting. 

Social set arguing whether to wear 
'dress clothes to ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra.’ The men say ‘No.’ 

Evalyn Knapp, K. C. girl, now 
with WB in Hollywood, will come 
here the 15th to attend the annual 





ihe Wood- 
has estab- 





R. O. T. C. circus. 
Ed Krister, for many years spe- 
cial investigator for the Newman 


and Midland, is now a regular ‘dick.’ 

| Appointed by the new police direc- 
ior, 
Second 

day 

| sored 





annual spring downtown 
celebrated Thursday. Spon- 
by merchants’ association, 


j 
' 
| 
| 


eline N. McGreevy of Des Moines, which chartered the street cars and 


| buses and give free rides downtown 
between 9 and 11 a.m. 


——<—<——_—= 


Syracuse 


Syracuse has a 


~ new paper; it’g 
the Jewish Ledger, weekly. 
Paramount, in association With 


Sears-Roebuck, will produce a 
Spring Style Show April 15. 
Verna Shaff, Syracuse U. alumna 
now in vaude, is spending her first 
vacation in 10 years with her peo. 
ple here. 
Nick Lucas, headlining at Keith’g 
was ‘too busy’ to be bothereg with 
publicity requests. 
let go at that. 
Four Mills Brothers, 


The new spaperg 


" set for the 
Paramount April 29, will be the 
house’s second experiment with 
stage shows since Publix took con. 


trol. 

Origin of fire which destroyed the 
Smalley theatre, Norwich, and the 
adjoining Disiefano _ Block, with 
$150,000 loss, on March 24 is under 
investigation. 

Barbara Bennett, stricken ill with 
indigestion upon her arrival in 
Syracuse with her husband, Morton 
Downey, ordered to bed at her hotel 
by the attending physician. 


Vie. Frank, formerly assistant 
manager of Loew's, and more re. 
cently in charge of the Dewitt, is 


looking for the pal who put an ‘office 
boy wanted’ adv. with his phone 
number in the morning daily. 

More than 200 Syracuse depart. 
ment store clerks accepted Leo 
Rosen's bid to a breakfast matinee 
preview of ‘Play Girl’ at the Strand, 
The girls saw the film at 6:30 a. m, 
and then were Leo's guests at 
breakfast. 

Syracuse University summer 
school players will open their third 
season in mid-July and continue 
through August. Organized as a 
stock company, personnel will ine 
clude Hill graduates with profes- 
sional experience. 

James J. Baker, former circus 
elephant trainer, and son of a for- 
mer governor of New Mexico, faces 
a Federal prohibition charge, based 
upon the claim that undercover 
agents purchased two drinks of 
whiskey in his Greyhound Inn at 
Cortlandville. 

Faced with a circuit order to re« 
duce his unit from 36 to 22 peo« 
ple at the beginning of his West- 
ern tour here last week, Larry Rich 
refused, electing to keep the troupe 
intact at his own expense. The cut 
order brought with it a salary slash 
from $4,400 to $2,700. 


Spokane 


By Bud Budwin 





Liberty Lake Park opened season 
with dance April 2. 

Decoration Day looks like official 
lake resort opening date. 

The lid on Lent went off a day 
early here with big Good Friday at- 
tractions. 

Walter Hampden 
Post Street April 11. 
appearance here. 

Music interest picking up, with a 
sellout promised for John Charles 
Thomas’ concert April 9. 


Nick Mamer, local aviator, led the 
General Motors show parade in an 
airplane through city streets. 


Betty Compson presided at a tea 
in Fox lobby during personal ap- 
pearance here with Starnight Idea 
for Fr. & M. 

Rob Crosby, singer and brother of 
Bing, drew the season's biggest 
crowd at Larieda’s dance pavilion 
for a one-evening engagement. 

30b Bucklin, former newsgather 
and pub. man on part time for the 
Fox, has started an official amuse- 
ment guide for the city. First of 
its kind in five years. 

Howard McBride turned another 
front page idea with a contract 
bridge tournament for the State. 
One hundred and seventy registered. 
Tie-up with the ‘Chronicle.’ 

Merlin Nagler, formerly m.c. and 
musical director for the Fox, has 
left L. A. to do an Idea for Fanchon 
& Marco. Russian Rhapsody, tried 
out here, will form the musical 
background. ; 

Mike Vallas is bucking opposition 
to open his Grecian Gardens, eats, 
opposite the Davenport hotel. 
Charges have been made to police 
Vallas is to ‘lattice’ his booths. Not 
permitted in city. 

Sherman J. Bainbridge, . 
geles, understood to be dickering 
with local interests for the re- 
establishment of a _ resident stock 
company here. The Avalon theatre 
is being considered. t 

Bob Crosby, younger brother @ 
Torch Singer Bing, making one 
public appearance only at Lareida § 
dance pavilion. Fox and State ya 
atres made a bid but he de‘ ided t0 


‘Cyrano’ at 
Star’s initial 


in 


Los Ane 


single at the ballroom. a 
City ministers have taken 4 stan 
against future walkathons. Acuss 
centers around labor law of WOr®” 
eight hours 


ing women more than 
per day. Looks like a city om 
will rule against future wa!ls 


or dinant ° 


yer 


James Andrus replaces Joe Coops 
as manager of the RKO Orph "to 
From Seattle. Was assistan’ —” 


Hcmer Gill, northwest divisio! 





ager for RKO. Cooper goes 
land to fill vacaney of Ted ¢ 
| resigned 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
adil 
Recent stock market plunge de- 
‘aires increasing newspaper 
advertising. 


Ben Pollack and band magnet at 
ulevards of Paris. ’ 
Fifty contestants in local bridge 
whist Olympic tournament. 
” State giving away radios, perma- 
pent waves and beauty sets. J 
Every newspaperman in Twin 
Cities has taken 10% wage cut. 
Record number of church ama- 
teur performances to raise dough. 
Film Row baseball team will play 
in park poard’s Industrial League. 
Lew Lewis and orchestra present 
attraction at Flame Room night 


cliaie Shields back from New 


York with Robbins” Music Co. con- 
nection. : 
Bay-Bell opening sound = studio 


and will make trailers, etc., for local 
show houses. : ; 

Kenneth Rowland, juvenile of 
Bainbridge stock, seriously ill in 
Jocal hospital. ; 

Ilomay Bailey, Minnesota  per- 
former, arrives with pet 14-pound 
rabbit on leash. 

Minneapolis led amateur hockey 
league in attendance first year, 
pulling 20,000 for 18 games. ; 

Eddie Tunstell, Metropolitan 
(legit road shows) treasurer, has 
own neighborhood movie house. 

Freddie Sherman, formerly juve- 
nile with stock in Kansas City, in 
east of ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ at Shubert. 

In absence of any regular leading 
man, Johnny Dilson, popular utility 
man, being featured by Bainbridge 


stock. 

Estimated that 10% tax on ath- 
letic receipts will take $30,000 from 
University of Minnesota football 


income. 

J. Austin McGough, U. A. Pan- 
tages publicity man, to Hollywood 
to join U. A. and M-G-M advertis- 
ing staff. 

Reform Mayor Anderson, after 
banning ‘Crazy Quilt,’ gave ‘Green 
Pastures’ his indorsement in official 
statement. 

Hotel men and Civic & Commerce 
association boosting Spring Buying 
Week, April 15. Railroads offering 
special rates. 

Dave Fred, formerly with Publix 
in Buffalo, N. Y., and Des Moines, 
succeeding Russell Murphy as man- 
ager of Rialto. 

“mil Oberhoffer, organizer and 
conductor of the Minneapolis Sym- 
phony, recuperating after operation 
at Rochester, Minn. 

Harefoot Dramatic Club of Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin here for one- 
night stand at Lyceum, offering 
musical, ‘Lucky Break.’ 

Frank Stefy, formerly with Fox 
in New York, new manager of State, 
succeeding Abe Sundberg who goes 
to Publix Uptown, St. Paul. 

Bainbridge dramatic stock con- 
sidering Lou Tellegen, Walker 
Whiteside, Hal Skelly and Francis 
X. Bushman as guest Stars. 

3en Wilson, North Side black- 
and-tan night club king and known 
as ‘mayor of North Minneapolis,’ 
fined $200 on liquor charge. 









For own information and guid- 
ance professors at University of 


Minnesota quiz students in classes 
regarding ‘best shows’ in town. 

Frank McCormick named Uni- 
versity of Minnesota athletic direc- 
tor to succeed Fritz Crisler who has 
gone to Princeton as football coach. 

Showhouses not’ permitted to 
string banners across main thor- 
oughfare, Nicollet avenue, but Gen- 
eral Motors turned trick for its free 
show at Auditorium. 

Announcement states 
Brothers have bid for film rights 
on ‘Parody,’ state contest prize 
winning play, being produced cur- 
rently by Bainbridge stock company. 

State play contest winner, 
‘Parody,’ receiving world premiere 
at hands of Bainbridge dramatic 
stock. Robert D. Stevenson, its au- 
thor, publicity man for local Com- 
munity Fund and former press 
agent for Madame Hammer, Nor- 
Wegian actress, on American tour, 
and member of Paramount conti- 
nuity staff at Hollywood. 

Great Northern R. R. is making 
riding on uppers easier on its crack 
trains by attaching a permanent 
Stepladder at the head of each 
berth, affording the occupant all 
Convenience of an outside staircase 
and eliminating the necessity of 
Tinging for a ladder. Ladders are 
Collapsible and are folded into the 
bedding compartment of the upper 
berths during the day. 


Warner 


Jerry DeRosa gets in on all the 
ig local affairs. 
Herbert Minsky has a 


" new sec, 
Frieda Schatzberg. 


Harry Federman may move to a 
ouse with vaudevills 
It's 


not officially spring 

Henry Loew discards his hat. 
Morris boy, Irving 

a dead ringer for Buddy Roge 
Louis hard 


intil 
Sussman's 


1 Gans iob locating a 


hye 

Dh TO of Jack Dempsey in fiehting 
Pose, rs 

k They Say that Frank Schiffman 
nows more about Harlem than Lee 


Posner 
C“ } ™ e 
variey Carroll the only theatre 


manager who is his own master of 
ceremonies. 

C. Karl Light, the Apollo’s (125th 
St.) new treasurer, dresses like 
Mayor Walker. 

Rex Weber, here as a headline 
act, started in show business as a 
candy boy at the RKO Royal. 

Harry Harris praising his Ger- 
man films, though he doesn’t un- 
derstand a word of the language. 


Joe Cullin, now stationed at the 
Fordham, making certain to meet 
everybody ef importance in this 


borough, 
Bill Geehan wearing a topcoat al- 


ready because someone lifted the 
winter garment backstage at the 
Audubon. 


Jonas Greenhaus back from Times 
Square. Explains the performers 
sing so loud there his orchestra 
couldn't be heard. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Rodeo still a local drawing card. 

Zoston Garden out of red. 

Golf clubs advertising for mem- 
bers. 

Fine Arts theatre going for for- 
eign film. 

The Masked Marvel wrestling 
dodge worked for Jim Londos. 

Bozo Snyder honeymooning in 
Boston while playing the Casino. 

Dick Whorf glad to be back with 
the old gang at the Copley theatre. 

Ed Ryan staging burlesque for Al 
Somerbee at the Old Howard and 
doing well. 

Fred Soracco running the Onyx 
Night Club, with Guy Emerson ex- 
ploited as the new m.c. 


Only a few of the speaks now 
open, depression having folded 


more of them than the Feds. 

Sam Pinanski joins Rotary to give 
Joe Brennan some rivalry under the 
public amusement classification. 

Cocoanut Grove giving society 
debs a chance as floor entertainers, 
finding them cheap and profitable. 


St. Julian Fowlkes of the Shu- 
berts panned in interview by Ann 
Boland because he sued her about 


some gifts. 


New England 
Capt. Frank Hawks lectures in 
Worcester at $2 top. 


Foundation completed for a new 
500-seat theatre at Fort Devens, 


Mass. 

Springfield, Mass., Symphony Or- 
chestra slashes admish for next 
season. 

Police station at South Hadley, 
Mass., closed nights for the sake 
of economy. 

Billy House and the missus in- 


spect their new 
Mattapoisett Neck, Mass. 

Hy Teich real big shot crick now. 
Gets pix of self in heading on re- 
views in New Bedford ‘Times.’ 

Gus Coates getting a crack at al- 
most everything, what with rapid- 
fire policy changes at the Broadway, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Midhat Serbagi, 35, concert sing- 
er, pleads not guilty to a charge of 
robbing a New Bedford woman who 
made him her proteg 

Mrs. Madeline Walcott Sanborn, 
Parisian actress, drops contest of 
the $1,000,000 will of her father in 
Cambridge, Mass., probate court. 

Samuel and Nathan E. Goldstein 
have sold the lease on the State, 
Springfield, Mass., to the S. J. Cord- 
ner Co., from whom they leased it 
in 1910. 

Eighty-piece symphony orchestra 
projected by newly formed Cape 
Cod Philharmonic Socicty. Con- 
ductor is Thomas G. Nassi of Chat- 
ham, Mass. 

Massachusetts law s 3 no one 
under the age of 15 shail appear as 
a performer on _ the 
stage and that no one between 15 
and 16 shall so appear after 6 p. m. 

Up in 
play vaude but eliminate opposition 


the Colonial on Wednesday and at 
the Capitol on Saturday, five 
each. 
Annie kK. 
| dancer, has sued the town of 
| wich, Mass., for $10,000, 





Har- 
charging 


| she suffered permanent injuries to} 
i} her toes when she fell on a town 
sidewalk a year ago. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Paul Dooley 
recently observed their 25th wed- 
| ding anniversary at their home in 
Medway, Mass. Dooley for many 
vears with Chester I. Campbell of 
Quincy in the promotion of shows. 

Town politi meeting ran so 
long in the South Kingstown, R. I. 
Opera House that finally the voters 
were told to scram so the nigcnt 
show could begin Rhode Is! 
would rather talk politics than eat 
and they do, too 

The Olympia Co., operatir 
lix theatres in Springfield, Ma i 
being sued by real estat owner 
on a charee of having entered 
building and caused to be attached 
by tenacious substance ifr 
hills and advertising matte Jy 


other words, a biller went sniping 


Denver 


Denver getting ready for tourists. 
Gas up a cent, 

School board estimates Denver 
population 298,338, 

J. L. Finske, Publix Colorado dis- 
trict mer., buys Chev, 


Ned Clark, district rep. RKO, 
N. Y., here between trains. 
Lucille Scott filling in tempor- 


arily at Orpheum boxoffice, 

Rocky Mountain MPTOA conven- 
tion date set for June 7 and 8. 

Guy Usher, formerly stock actor 
at the Denham, visiting here. 

A. M. Oberfelder reports advance 
sale for ‘Vanities’ satisfactory. 

Don Conley returns from New 
Mexico trip selling ‘Passion Play.’ 

Holder of 13-spade bridge hand 
refused to play it, claiming frame- 
up. 


Lon T. Fiddler resigns as Uni 
salesman. Tony Hartford takes his 
place. 

J. H. Hommel back from Tennes- 


see where he visited father, who 
was ill. 
Thos. Sullivan on Japan and 


Australia Will visit sister in 


Australia. 

Two students drawn on kidnaping 
jury permitted to take textbooks to 
jury room. 

Weaver Bros. Arkansas outfit will 
close for the season after Kansas 
City appearance, 

Ben Ketcham and George Cleve- 


trip. 


land epening school of drama at 
|} Denham theatre, 
Police find 20 cars and trucks 


without brakes of any kind in first 
two days of drive. 

Per capita tax jumps from $24.67 
in 1917 to $52.07 and Denver's debt 
from $1.66 to $106.96. 

Maud Adams in town a week 
before reporters found her, and then 
she refused interviews. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., here a 
few days on his swing around the 


U. S. as a political writer. 
New cab company charging 10 
cents per passenger inside certain 


zone and looks like taxi war. 











summer home at: 


professional] | 


Augusta, Me., two houses | 
by having it on different days—at | 
acts | 


ilandler, 19-year-old pro | 


Kugene Beuerman, Par exchange 


| booker, gone to Hollywood in Para- 
| mount production department. 


| Tony Hartford, formerly with 
|M-G-M in Seattle and U in Salt 
| Lake, now selling for Uni here. 


| Mrs. Pauline M, Wysong, dancer, 
|suing Paul Wysong, actor, for di- 
| voree. Cruelty and non-support 
charged. 

Col. Robert S. Oberfelder, mil- 
lionaire Nebraska rancher’ and 
banker, visiting nephew, Arthur M. 


Oberfelder. 

Jerry Zigmond threw the pass list 
away when he moved in as manager 
of the Denver. Total of 108 ducats 
one Friday caused the list to hit the 
wastebasket, 

Royal theatre broke two year 2- 
day record with Passion Play dur- 
ing Hely Week. In Italian section 
where most theatres close during 
last week of Lent. 

Managers of safety says city 
can’t stop autos with loudspeakers. 

Honor drill squad of St. John’s 
Military school, Salina, Kansas, at 
Orpheum this week. 

James B. Hale new president 
press club; Maurice Leckenby, 
v. p.; Charles MacAllister Willcox, 
treasurer; E. P. Lyons, sec and 
house manager; Lute H. Johnson, 
| historian. 


— Mitwankee | 


| By Frank J. Miller 





Hotel Gilpatrick has closed its 
doors. 

Myrtie Ross opening a speech 
|; school. 


| No Leap Year casualties reported 
at the Bachelors’ ball. 


| Mme. Schumann-Heink recover- 
ing at Stevens Point. 

Frank Hayek, musicians’ presi- 
dent, bumped by an auto, 
| Tony Thenee able to be about | 
|again. although on crutches, 


Dr. Clarence W. (Fat) Spears has 


{signed to coach Wisconsin univer- | 
| sity football hopefuls, 

Jim Delany, fight reporter on the} 

| ‘News has published ‘Childhood 
Poems for Grownups.’ 

Howard Marsh made his first ap- 
pearal th the Haresfoot club at 
the University of Wisconsin in 1911 

Mu < at new courthouse an- 
nove ‘ udge so that he had 

en ered and put up a picture 
of G Washington, 

Pete Husting, once a big league 

te a jJawyer at Mayville 

1 ¢ er Beaumont hangs his hat 

i rton, near here, 

Milwaukee's pall team has heen 
going g:eat guns in camp and jJook: 
ike vinner, First time in years 

¢ most of the spring fests 

Pre (tlob's annual, ‘Once a Year 
edite Doon Johnson, now on the, « 


CHATTER 





stands. Annual benefit party held 
at a local roadhouse instead of at 
Davidson, as usual. 

April 9 marked the end of vaude 
at RKO Riverside. First time since 
1907 Orpheum and its successor. 
RKO, have not been represented by 
vaude in Milwaukee. 

Carl Biron, who does the art work 
for local Warner houses, used to be 
an actor in the same stock com- 
pany with James Gleason, Robert 
Armstrong, Pat O’Brien and Lucille 
Webster. 





| Queens 


By Henry Willson 


Blanch Lepoz wants a screen test. 

Oscar Shaw's real name is 
Swartz. 

Jacqueline Logan visiting her aunt 
in Kew Gardens, 

Jehn Hazard, Jr., has a sense of 
humor like his dad, 


Chester Herman of 
now with Shuberts. 


Great Neck 

John Hozard, Jr., has a sense of 
humor like his dad's. 

Queens has started organization 
again for war on mosquitoes, 

The Ed Sheuings have entered 
their son in local baby contest. 

Chester Herman of Great Neck, 
formerly with Wayburns, is to go 
with Shuberts. 

Phillips Holmes’ young brother, 
Ralph. claims to have turned down 
several movie offers. 

Sylvia Lee Bayard to be guest of 
honor at Forest Hills theatre April 
16, and will appear on stage, 

Gardens Players’ show a success, 
though fewer tickets sold in ad- 
vance this year than ever before. 

Julius Tannen's 16-year-old son, 
Charles, is editor-in-chief of ‘The 
Lawrence’ at Lawrenceville school. 

Among ex-pros in Gardens Play- 
ers show were Mary O'’Moore, Lo- 
retta Healy, Albert Howson, Pam 
Sweeney and Agnes Delane. 

Beatrice D’Emo has autographed 


copies of books by local authors, 
including Dale Carnegie, Homer 
Croy, Boyden Sparkes, Thyra Wins- 


low and Burns Mantle. 





Rochester 


By Don Record 








| University co-eds to organize glee 
| club, 
Century 
' seats. 

Marionettes in Coffee Shoppe as 
kid draw. 

Larry Rich organized fat 
club in town. 


Metropolitan Grand Opera Co. in 
‘Lucia‘ comes April 29. 

Several neighborhood 
staging amateur nights. 

Heinie Clune of D. & C. sold short 
story to ‘Country Gentleman.’ 

Tom Grierson, ill several weeks, 
returning to RKO Palace organ. 

Abbey Irish Players a hit and due 
for return engagement at the Ly- 
ceum in the fall. 

Charles B. Stilson is collaborat- 
ing with John Mack on a novel set 
in ancient Egypt. 

Paul Reichel gives address on his 
five years in Siam in connection 
with film ‘I Am from Siam.’ 

Alexander Dunbar, manager of 
the Monroe theatre, soloed after six 
hours’ instruction in airplane. 

Century theatre to try occasional 
. stage acts. Paul Lukas and Mills 
Bros. are scheduled but dates not 
set. 


theatre to have new 


men’s 


houses 


Census bureau says Rochester's 
normal industrial payroll is $113,- 
000,000 yearly to 70,000 employees 


in 935 establishments. 

Manager Kenneth McMahon of 
Schine’s State, who has a pilot's li- 
cense, flew a plane over his theatre 
to advertise ‘Hell Divers.’ 

Arthur Shields of Abbey Irish 
| Players incapacitated by attack of 
| quinsy, s0 company had to substi- 
|; tute three one-acters for ‘Playboy.’ 
light opera offered 





| ‘Sweethearts,’ 


| by Civic Music association at the 
EKastmag theatre, was sellout for 
|two nights four days before the} 
opening, 

Loew's Rochester operating cur- 
rent week to give stage hands and 


|}musicians regular notice. Slated to 
close Thursday unless owners of 


building agree ty» lower rental. 
; 


Suffering from shock of accident | 
that killed Manager Dave Nola 
Bob Murphy, comedian, finished the 
week but said he was going to take 
a long rest at his home in Bing- | 
hamton, 

Florence Colebrook Powers and 
Donald Sawyer, former dance team 
eunited for engagement at the 
RKO Palace and a soiree at tine 
Hotel Seneca Saturday night. Claire 
Luce present, , 

William W. Newcomb, lecture: 
vith the officiul George Wa on 
hi-centennial film. is organizing 
bath here Says 150 mer 
women already igned up to rur 
vlony this summer, 


Phoenix, Ariz. 


By R. J. Rhodes 





Flannels and linens are the thing. 

Mildred Foster killing time hee 
tween jobs, 

Invitational midnight previews at 
Fox populer. 

Fanchon & Marco ‘Hot Java’ idea 
closed here (4). 


Helen Twelvetrees dropped 
town incognito. 


into 





Maximum temperature hovering 
areund and above 90. 
| P. K. Wrigley dropped in here to 


look over his hotel property. 
Earl Perkinson doing publicity 
|} and advertising here for Fox. 


‘Wonder Bar’ chorus best this 
town’s seen in many a week 
Plenty of changes here in Fox- 


West Coast theatre personnel. 

E. O. Whitman heading the Ari- 
; zona Press Club for second term. 
| KOY proving popular since be- 
|; coming member of Columbia Broad- 
| casting system. 

Billie Barr (Jacqueline to Phoeni- 
cians) has gone legit in California. 
| Began in ‘Queens Up.’ 

Sherwood Anderson lectured be- 
fore the University of Arizona stu- 
| dents about writing. 
Albert Stetson breaks Phoenix 
| ‘Gazette’ society page as one of this 
| city’s eligible bachelors. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, jr.. due here 
| last week, changed his mind and is 
at Broadmoor in Colorado Springs. 
Wilfred Olsen, manager and vice- 
president of Hotel Westward Ho, 
recuperating from a stomach dis- 
order. 

Hal Jerome and Gloria Grey here. 
Hal about ready to get back in 
vaudeville. Boosting benefits of this 
climate, 

Joyce Booth, once on Broadway 
and last with Duffy Players in Cali- 
fornia, doing the society job on local 
paper here. Has written a novel, 
soon to be published. 

The Phoenix Little Theatre has 
offered an annual award to the boy 
and girl of each of six local high 
schools and colleges who show the 
most dramatic ability. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


and his tonsils 


| 








| Roy 


Rowe 


were 
| partied last week. 
| Escudero's one-night stand here 
Miv an artistic success, 
| Katharine Cornell stayed with 


‘riends here, the Carroll Fitzhughs. 
Dick Powell has decided to make 
his old Packard do for another year. 


| 


| Jerry Mayhall raving about ‘Of 
| Thee I Sing’ to everybody who'll 
listen, 


Mae Joyce’s mamma, who always 
trave's with her, looks more like her 
sister, 

Warner top jumps from 50 to 60 
cents with opening of ‘Crowd Roars’ 
Friday. 

George Jaffe contemplating re- 
opening the ‘Show Boat’ as a twoe- 
bit spot. 

Johnny Harris trying to land the 
Stanley chorus intact in one of those 
F-M units. 

Stanley had newsreel shots made 
of Regis Toomey’s return to the 
home town. 

Looks like this burg will be with- 
out a summer stock company for 
second season. 

Mike Cullen has been saving up 
his laughs pending Schnozzle Du- 
rante’s arrival, 
| Dud Mecum, pianist with Don 
| Bestor’s band, took a bride with 
him to Cleveland. 

Johnny Morin, 
jlaid up with a 


Plaza 
broken 


manager, 
shoulder, 


Horse threw him. 
Dave Rubinoff and the Si ‘Press’ 
Steinhausers inseparable during 


former's stay in town. 

Brian McDonald in tab version of 
‘Good News’ coming to Stanley in- 
stead of ‘Follow Thru.’ 

George Tyson’s missus got home 
from the hosp last week after part- 
ing with her appendix. 

Vie Cuneo had the last laugh on 
Jimmy Balmer at Variety Club's 
farewell to Harry Marx. 

Ed Brown, son of Ben Brown, the 
| operator, will wed a Cleveland gal 
|} during month of brides. 

Dory Marnell, 21-year-old local, 
acclaimed with Milan Opera Com- 
| pany. She’s its youngest prima 
)} donna, 
| Florence Fisher Parry, 





dotter of 


| the ‘Press’ crick, has changed her 
} first tag to Caroline to avoid con- 
fusion, 


| Louie Little, attorney who writes 


plays in his spare time, is p'otting 
a series of stories on famous local 
rimes, 

Nobody helieves that gag about 
Dave Broudy, so wrapped up in golf, 
forgetting change from a $5 note. 
Not Broudy! 

Paulo Bauersmith, Nancy Hamil- 
on and Don LBeddoe, all from Pittse- 
burgh district, in ‘Warrior's Hus- 
mand’ on Broadway. 

Dorothy Bushey, since mar- 

ge to Bernie Armstror de- 
eloping into one of the main tems 

ding wisecrackers 
i one of burg 1ding 
arate Ifers, has been engaged 
oO t rrimit Golf ‘ " ne 
niontown, favorite week-end spot 
re professionals during the sum 
miei 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Dick Zeisler of Cameo is laid up in 
hospital, 

Loew’s Ohio reopening April 18 for 
‘Band Wagon.’ 

‘Crazy Quilt’ to close Hanna's legit 
season April 24. 

Local musikers getting lake cot- 
tages set for summer. 

Ian Martin has quit Play House 
to go Broadway again. 

Ansley Whittendale, with Hanna 
closing, plans to Europe-it. 

William F. McDermott, 
erick, off for Europe May 20. 


*‘Peedee’ 


Bunny Sommers as house manager 
at the Hippodrome. Sommers goes 
to his summer berth at Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City. 

Louise 3rooks, Lionel Atwill’s 
stepdotter, whose grandpappy is E. 
T. Stotesbury, hit the honeymoon 
trail at Palm Beach last week. Miss 
Brooks debuted in this town, where 
the Atwills maintain a Green Spring 
Valley show place. Groom is W. R. 
Howard, of hereabouts. 





Red Manning and ‘Pie-Plant Pete’ 
making personals in Oberlin. 

Ted Claire got soaked 30 berries 
for bad brakes coming through Pa. 

Bert Lytell and Esther Ralston 
double-lining it at Palace April 16. 


Angela Vacca, Plaza Club’s torch 
wailer, is taking phono record tests. 


Kleigs and cameras made a flash 
opening for ‘Crowd Roars’ at Lake. 


Jean Marty no longer seen in Bo- 
hemian dives since taking over mag 
editorship. 

Larry Higgins, scenic designer, is 
promoting stadium out-door opera 
for summer. 

Phil Selznick to close his Club 
Madrid for summer and open a su- 
burban spot. 

‘Variety’ chatter has taken new 
diggings above a nabe theatre— 
of all places! 

Dorothy Mackaill now makes her 
manager, Victor Rasputin, see red 
by calling him ‘Rosie.’ 

City officials having stadium trou- 
ble, with Cleveland Indians refusing 
to sign 25-year contract. 

Manny Landers back from Miami, 
making George Williams at New 
China take the air April 15. 

Deserted Colonial, built in 1903 
and town’s most famous legit house, 
being torn down for parking lot. 

Seven-day revival of Clark Gable 
pics clicked so well at Alhambra 
that other star revivals are planned. 

Neil Miller, Dot Mackaill’s hubby, 
bought new Ford here to drive back 
to Hollywood after New York dates. 

Francis E. Drury, founder of Play 
House and chief patron, died in Au- 
gusta, Ga., and buried here April 9. 

N.V.A. benefit show decided for 
State April 20, same day of first 
baseball game and Schmeling-Panka 
fight. 

Decision in George White's suit 
against civic hall for ‘Scandals’ 
booking expected to be reached this 
week. 

Loew officials swore off local tal- 
ent stuff after Cleveland-made revue 


at State, with no name acts, Laid 
an egg. " 
Thais Fredericks, California 


dancer, and Louis Yuhas, local pian- 
ist, finally staged their Lohengrin 
act April 11. 

K. Elmo Loew pinch-hitting for 
Frederick McConnell, who cracked 
leg jumping from stage in little 
theatre play. 

Those swell pastel caricatures of 
stars being peddled for fifty smack- 
ers per are by Noel Holmes, Plain 
Dealer artist. 

fm wasn’t until Maurice Spitalny 
had tried to phone a ‘Mr. Weaner’ 
and got only sausage factories three 
times that he caught on. 

Fed agents had to spend $600 
moving grand piano and fixtures out 
of one turnverein beer spot, with 
raid drawing bitter attack from local 


politicians. 
* 
Baltimore 


Met-op sale mounting. Crossed 40 
grand figure. 

Lord's Day Alliance fighting pro- 
posed repeal of Sunday blue laws. 

Ted Routson from Philly now in 
managerial chair at the local Hipp. 

Four downtown houses dark— 
Maryland, Auditorium, Ford’s Pal- 
ace, and Rivoli. 

Met single opera sale opened over 
the counter. The pasteboards did 
the disappearing act in quick tempo. 

Vagabond theatre hére, oldest art 
theatre group in America, organiz- 
ing juve company to carry on dur- 
ing summer, 

‘Chum’ McLaughlin press-agented 
local engagement of the ‘Scandals’ 
at Maryland last week and made a 
good job of it. 

Ona Munson was in a box at 
Bowie last week when William Zieg- 
ler, Jr.'s, Phantom Legion won the 
Ona Munson trophy. 

Cornell engagement smashed al) 
records for dramatic bookings at 
Maryland theatre last week. Grossed 
within a hundred bucks of $30,000. 

Legit season pretty well washed 
up here. Katherine Cornell engage- 
ment at Maryland last week holds 
the season record for non-musical 
intake. 

Elsa Baklor, local soprano, is 
joint recital with Alfredo Candolfi of 
the Met, premiered ‘Marigolds,’ new, 
by Gustav Klemm of this city, here 
Tuesday. 








Diana Rogge's play, ‘Modern Med- 
ley,’ which won out over 81 in a/| rooned on his way to Utica by auto- 
at) mobile. 
the | abandon his car and sleep at a farm- 


nation-wide contest, premiered 
the Homewood Playshop on 
Hopkins campus. 

Teddy Routson down from Kes- 
wick theatre, Philly, to 


replace | 





Indianapolis 


By H. Gene Haynes 


Biz good. 

Robbers got about $600 at the In- 
diana theatre in Bloomington. 

Ted Lewis unit got a little less 
than ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the Indiana. 
Ben Bernie night at Indiana roof 
is having good advance sale at six 
bits. 

Harold Cork’s band playing at a 
new dance place near the Municipal 
airport. 

Whitfield Cook, author of ‘Saint’s 
Parade,’ Civic Theatre production, 
here to direct it. 

Peru circuses ready for the open- 
ings. Special performances to be 
given in Peru first. 

Community gardening is starting 
and the municipal golf club courses 
are ready for opening. 

Charlie Davis’ band playing Great- 
Lakes Publix division theatres in 
two and three-day stands. 

First double bill, ‘Panama Flo’ 
and ‘Big Shot’ (both RKO), at Cir- 
cle did not excite the Circle fans. 
Many show people were among 
the first starters when the munici- 
pal golf courses opened, Town has 
six. 

Fifth annual rodeo of the group of 
circuses at Peru was held Sunday 
(3) at the winter quarters. State 
officers in attendance. 

Vic McLaglen said that his first 
appearance on any stage occurred 
when he opened a vaude skit at 
Lyric with Charles Judels. 
Ringling-B-B circus barn burned 
at Peru with loss of $25,000. Hap- 
pened just after majority of animals 
had been shipped for opening. 
Baseball crowds only fair, even 
with the Yankees in town for exhi- 
bitions. Schedule this year is to 
include three night games in home 
stands. 

B. V. Sturdivant, Publix mogul at 
the Indiana, announces he has the 
following attractions at four-week 
intervals: Bill Robinson in ‘Hot 
from Harlem;’ the Camel quarter 
hour; Tony Wons and the Renard 
band; Lombardo and his gang, and 
the Mills Brothers. Attractions 
were picked after the house broke 
records with ‘Crazy Quilt’ four 


Albany 


By Henry Retonda 








Harry Bassett of Paramount of- 
fices still on sick list. 

Cc. H. Buckley, owner of Hall, gave 
world premiere of ‘Young America.’ 

Happy Felton and his orchestra 
have moved into the DeWitt Clinton 
hotel. 

Louis Rutherford of Morris is to 
open his house there one night a 
week. 

Jim Faughnan, Warner contact 
man, went to New York for an ope- 
ration, 

Harry Armstrong is to open 
Grange Hall in Stephentown in May. 
House is wired. 

Ted Prober, booker, took ‘Hell 
Divers’ for a screening before pris- 
oners at Great Meadows prison. 

Jimmy Lambert, who was killed 
in Washington in an accident, was 
formerly manager of the M-G-M of- 
fice here. 

Alton Cook, publicity director of 
RKO houses in Albany, Schenectady 
and Troy, out. Arnold Rittenberg 
succeeds, 

Ducat & Weiss of Utica have 
opened the Clinton theatre at Clin- 
ton, and another house at Oriskany 
Falls, two nights a week. 

Garry Lassman, manager Lincoln, 
Troy, transferred to Avors, Utica, as 
manager, succeeding Harry Hoff- 
man, who goes to Lincoln, 

Palace is without an organist. 
Since Harry Zimmerman (‘Zim’) 
left, two others, Mack Edwards and 
Edward Dana, appeared for tests. 

Office force of M-G-M gave party 
to Mrs. Dorothy Leavitts Finkel- 
stein, ass’t booker for six years, who 
has left for Boston to join her hus- 
band. 

Clayton Eastman, Paramount 
salesman, celebrated the birth of a 
boy, and his promotion to manager 
of Albany office succeeding Ken- 
|neth Robinson, who goes to Buffalo. 

During recent snowstorm, 
| Krohn, M-G-M salesman, was ma- 





Jake | 





FE, M. Gluckman in and out. 

Jean Wallace writes poetry and 
gets it published. 

Harry Bailey of the coast here 
witha F. & M. unit. 

Louie Lipstone handling the Chi- 
cago theatre broadcasts. 

Will Harris writes from New York 
that he’s just getting organized. 
Leo Spitalny getting his new 
office set at the McJunkin Agency. 
Since Dave Miller stepped into 
Lindy’s the boys are around Ran- 
dolph street again. 

Jack Waldron is figuring to round 
out six months at the Frolics before 
going to the coast in June. 

A. J. Heath is learning how to be 
a district attorney, starting with the 
cross-examination practice. 

Edgar Bergen acclimatizing him- 
self to the midwest again after lap- 
ping up the sun in Bermuda. 

Helen Goodman has written the 
music to the theme song for ‘So 
Big,’ talker, Leo Robin doing the 
words. 

Lee Perry, now assistant mgr. at 
the Seneca, formerly was at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt and Knicker- 
bocker. 

Aaron Saperstein having the Al- 
lied. office pushed around again to 
have more room for bigger and bet- 
ter conferences. 

Harry Lasker has_ established 
himself solidly on the row as the 
carnation kid on the strength of 
that daily lapel flower. 


Washington 


Charles Light the special invited 
guest at the Gridiron Club. 

Jack Bowie has a new song dedi- 
cated to him to sing at the Alfalfa 
Club. 

Charlie McClintock given a fare- 
well banquet by Col. Frank P. Morse 
at the Baronet. 

Steve Cochran signs Leona Pow- 
ers as leading lady for the National 
Theatre Players. 

Bob Long leaves Philadelphia and 
the Stanley houses for Washington 
and a managerial berth. 

Jean Harlow throws an early 
morning breakfast party for the 
scribes, and all turn cut in time for 
coffee and cakes, 

Ralph Graves attends his first 
night for the Helen Hayes play, ‘The 
Good Fairy,’ after a long absence 
from the theatre. 

George Rothwell Brown enter- 
tained by the scribes of Virginia at 
the mansion of George Parson out- 
side Falls Church. 

Stoddard Taylor decides to reopen 
the Belasco with a new play, ‘An- 
other Language’ and keep the thea- 
tre going the rest of the season. 

Texas home town of Bascom Tim- 
mons, president of the Press Club. 
intends to throw a barbecue for him 
costing $5,000, with all Congress 
invited, the Press Gallery included. 

National Press Club Corporation 
gets ready to give up a 20-year 
lease on the Fox theatre to the 
Loew interets, with the Press Club 
insured of permanent quarters rent 
free. 

The Ona Munson Handicap, at 
Bowie, saw Eddie Waters bring 
home his first winner of the season, 
Phantom Legion, a 7-to-1 shot. The 
jock got a silver loving cup from 
the actress. 








Cincinnati 
By Joe Kolling 
Rose Schmidt bobbed. 
Nelse Trowbridge’s birthday. 
Community chest goal $2,500,000. 
RKO houses confine passes to 
press. 
None of three dailies has autos 
for newshounds, 
‘Post’ and ‘Times-Star’ cut em- 
ployees’ pay 10%. 
Cameramen scarcer than big Iis- 
sues with local sheets. 
Castle Farm, padlocked since Sep- 
tember, permitted to reopen. 
Empress bolstering stock bur- 
lesque this week with Negro troupe. 
Cc. E. Bennett, vet. ad. mgr. of 
‘Times-Star,’ out and Chas. Bonner 





up. 

Billy B. Van in for a day to ad- 
dress bankers and lather his sqap 
biz. 

Erlanger-Grand’s 
ended April 2 
a few films. 

Shubert, dark for second straight 
week, to have severai more plays 
before closing season. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., and wife visited 
by the Riney Hiehles, kin of latter 
and exhibs in Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Harry Spindler’s band opens April 
18 at Club Royal, back of Covington; 
only one in Cincy area using floor 
acts. 


legit season 
House may show 





Snow so deep he had to 


house for three days. Story came 
;out when he got back to Albany 
week later. 


William Wiley, zen. mer. of ‘En- 
;}quirer,’ holds state and city board 
| appointments and is also a notary 
| public, 

| Tony Salamack’s combo aboard 


Island Queen for dance excursion 





season until opening of Coney Is- 
land late in May. 

U. C. Fresh Painters’ 9th annual 
production, ‘Tarts Are Trump,’ at 


school’s auditorium April 11-17. 
Libby Holman is a grad of this en- 


terprise. 
Portland, Ore. 


Andy Saso has curls. 

Mare Bowman reads Shakespeare. 

Harold Mann is new manager of 
the RKO Orpheum. 

Charlie Couche lives near a lake 
where he can jump in. 

Walter Hampden here for one 
day only, but a big day. 

‘Pop’ Lacy calls it the ‘messaline’ 
floor. His office is there. 

J. J. Parker is sorry for politi- 
cians without ‘b. o. appeal.’ 

Evelyn de Vries won a big sedan 
as first prize offered by RKO Or- 
pheum for screen identification con- 
test. 

Ex-showman George Baker, 
mayor of the burg for the past 15 
years, is indicted on _ bribery 
charges. 

Ted Gamble leaves RKO fold for 
indie management. His first scoop 
brought Floyd Gibbons in person to 
the Rialto. 

Dorrit Kelton is new leading 
femme at the Dufwin. Other ad- 
ditions are Florence Grimes and 
Philip Stearns, 

Peggy West, leading woman of 
the Dufwin legit stock walked out 
just before curtain. She recently 
married a non-pro. Salary trouble 
reported. 

Turbulent Tusko, the civic ele- 
phant, now gets fan mail. Kids in 
New Jersey, Nebraska, and Chi 
writing te the Humane Society to 
get it for a pet. 

The state figures on a new law 
to tax chains. That would include 
picture houses. Practically only 
remote controlled house is RKO Or- 
pheum. Fox houses all belong to 
locally capitalized concern, 











New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Bob Wilson is a Childs addict. 

Bobby Hitchcock once a trouper. 

N. H. Symphony has folded for 
season. 

Does Abe Pardoll still court by 
phone? 

Bill Barry and Fred Allen are old 
cronies. 

Harry Arthur reported 
family here. 

Harry Feldman and his stage 
money pay-off. 

Two local speaks demolished by 
rival racketeers. 

City drama tournament failed to 
draw as in past. 

Bob Wiltse climaxes career with 
sound short role. 

Soon be time for Artie Ehehalt 
to shed the spats. 

Jack Markle is champ two-finger 
typist of Fox office. 

Harvey Cocks hates to be yanked 
out of bed at 4 a. m. 

A. R. Teta in for another year as 
pres. musicians local. 

Harry Levine keeps a scrapbook 
of actors’ unpaid bills. 

Thornton Wilder acted ag judge 
in city drama tournament, 

Big Boy dine-and-dance opens 
with splurge in Wallingford. 

Jimmie Odrich’s pup ate three of 
the baby’s chicks for Easter. 

Roy Phelps got nice publicity 
plug on his initial sound short. 

For loans John Grinold is easier 
to touch than a Palmolive skin, 

Henry Busse travels with F.-M. 
unit to New London and Norwalk 
only. 

Rosa Ponselle burned when Taft 
hotel wouldn't let her dog in dining 
room. 

They had to open a window so 
Pete Conti could throw out his 
chest. 

Fritz Hyde, Jr., new pres. Yale 
Dramat with Henry W. White, art 
director. 

Two raids start ball rolling in 
Myrtle Beach cleanup demanded by 
citizens. 

Despite rave notices ‘If Booth 
Had Missed’ reported $61 take at 
matinee, 

What does Barney Pitkin know 
about judging an airplane model 
contest? 

Buddy Rogers’ ‘California Cava- 
liers’ includes Louie Rapp of New 
Haven, Conn. 

‘Merry Go Round’ will be first 
offering April 25 of Dramat Dept. 
Yale Art School. 

Frank Melrose trying to reduce. 

Bobbie Pinkus’ frau turned an 
ankle in fall on stage. 

Here and there: Barney Rapp 


moving 


ducking in and out of town.... 
Cliff Joyce and his green road- 


ster .... Charlotte McQuiggan in 
Shubert lobby....Joe Diettle spot- 
light posing....Louis Sobol doing 
the town a weekend ago....Johnny 
Miller, Joe Farrell and Alec Wat- 
son on Carson's corner looked like 
old times....and Dan Cummings 





hoping for ‘Happy Days’ again. 
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Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 





Nite baseball is due soon. 

get March here for 53 yearg, 

nde : ; 
hee sandwiches selling for nickel 

Harry O. Matchet 
Had the flu. * on Job again, 

Southern Suret ; 
into canetvershin. te Soe 

General Motors new 
by over 30,000 people. models seg 

Rumors that W 
for reopening are not true. 

Col. Zack Miller of 101 Ra 
cuperating from recent illness, 
Gov. Wm. Murray left Tuesday ¢ 
speaking tour through Nebraska oF 
_ Grand Chapter 0O.E.S. convenes 
te pe session at Guthrie, April 

In times of drought in 0 
there is always a little 
mortgage. 

101 Ranch Circus pro 
sold at receiver's monly bet win 
sold later. 

Federal Judge Ed. S. Vaught ig a 
rotation pool addict and shoots g 
mean stick. 

Howard Savage is an authority 
on engagement rings, and in the 
open market for one. 

Couple boy students forbidden by 
Police Judge to drive father’s car 
for the next six months. 

Prof. Joe Washburn is faculty 
ping-pong champion of the Univer. 
sity of Oklahoma and can beat most 
of the undergrads. 

Warren Mozeley's name is prop- 
erly spelled with a ‘z,’ but he lists it 
‘Moseley’ because everyone else 
spells it that way. 


klahoma 
due on the 





San Francisco 





Henry Ford out ag Fox service 
chief, 

Val Valente’s orch barnstorming 
again. 

Louie Bowden now a big hen fruit 
magnate. 

Don George buying a home on Mt, 
Davidson. 

Alex Pantages up for the Tane 
foran races. 

Johnny O’Brien leaves for N. Y 
this week. 

Joe Kemper playing his fifth 
week in local hospital. 

William Hemrich, father-in-law 
of Capt. Dobbsie of the radio, dead. 

Mel Hertz has adorned the bald 
pate with a new and fancy toupee, 

‘Call-Bulletin’ let out the vet 
artist, Gregor Duncan, and 14 others, 

Frank Hicks here representing St. 
Louis and the State Fight Commis- 
sion, 

Claude Lazard, Eastern BCS exec, 
and Esther Ehrman, took out a 
marriage license this week. 

Local bootlegger in quest for bis 
is offering a free electric clock to 
each new customer with his first 
order, even if it’s only for a pint of 
assumed bourbon at $1. At that 
price, Sammy Rosey suggests, & 
must be a bad clock. 


St. Paul 


Mary Dunckley spent week here 
ill. 

Eggs three dozen two bits—30-yn 
low. 

Weems standing them out at Ter 
race cafe. 

Meroff band booked three days at 
Lowry during RKO layoff. 

Clyde Strock, from Minneapolis 
Granada, to manage Uptown. ; 

Joseph Brunette here drumming 
up biz for Sherman hotel in Chi. 

Billy Clifford set Merofft for twe 
days at Albert Lea, opry house and 
dance, 

Leonard Leigh, organist, and 
Phyllis Beyenka, secretary, out 
Paramount, 

RKO execs here burned over page 
one publicity over Lita Grey Chap- 
lin’s jam with Dayton, O., hotel 
She's here next week. 


Fort | Wayne 


By Robert Baral 














Dacing at Anthony now. 
Invitations to ‘Emma’ opening, 
Opinions very divided over new 
Ford model. 
Homer Davisson, artist, plans am 
other tcip to Europe this summer, 
Helen Bittler, former director 0 
dramatics at Evanston, announces 
engagement of L. R. Raybuck 
Toledo. ' 
Drive is now on all over the cit? 
for a community program to ad 4 
concert stars here next season 0 
a winter series of concerts. 4 
Arthur Kohl, Frances Hall ne 
Herbert Butterfield, with the W right 
Players a few years ago, gave bet 
for Three’ Sunday (10) at the Litt 
Art School. 


People liked the dancing in ‘smi 
ing Faces’....Friday openings ye 
RKO Emboyd....? Tow there Rents 
German, Italian and kosher restam 
rants downtown....Club sage olen 
opens....Majestic is dark... -™ “ 
postoffice will be something to — 
at....Tom Ward sits on 4 cushio® 
when he catches the RKO Jefer’’” 
shows....State theatre has Hr” 


candy and utensil nights now. 





arner is being ge | 
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U common C] atter | Did You Know That— Going Places 
Mary Eaton and Millard By Cecelia Ager 
By Ruth Morris Webb have returned to Holly- 
wood after an absence of a ee , : Ar 
year in London...Irene Delroy It Ain't Right eyes across instead of vertically, 
= : ‘ is helping her hubby run the The secret rivalry which, girls what does anything matter? 
How to Hook ’Em little son a long promised puppy Atlantic Beach Club... Patricia The very week that finds the 


Girls who would like their next 
‘week-end house party to terminate 
in a proposal of marriage had better 
drop in at the Paramount and take 
a few hints from ‘The Misleading 
tady.” Class is now in session. 
The lecture is taken from Claudette 
Colbert’s text book. 

Arrive in a slim-hipped pony skin 
coat with a brisk collar and full 
raglan sleeves gathered in at a snug 
high waistline. Enter the drawing 
room all wide-eyed and full of out- 
door spirits and manifest interest 
in every man but the one you really 
like. Remove the coat to show that 
a close-fitting turban, a narrow 
searf and a tailored suit in a pin 
stripe woolen weave have all been 
nut from the same material. Hat, 
scarf and suit to match establish a 
solid style impression. 

When introduced to the object ot 


your affections, disregard his pres- 





ence and decide that you must dress | 


for dinner. Put on 
black evening gown, strapped over 


a low-necked | 


one shoulder with a fluffy frou of | 


tulle. Leave the door of your 
boudoir open so that you may in- 
tercept the object on his way down- 
stairs and ask him to powder your 
neck and shoulders. This is most 
important, says Miss Colbert, 
should be executed with a mixture 
of worldiness and ingenuous charm. 

Say flippant. nothings through 
dinner, grow a little wistful over 
coffee and liqueur and, when the 
rest of the party has retired, con- 
trive to be sitting next to the Ob- 
ject on the top step of a flight of 


stairs. There’s something awfully 
cosy about sitting out a good- 
night cigarette atop a flight of 
stairs. 


Miss Colbert finds it youthful, 
clubby and conducive to an air of 
good fellowship. Make some chic 
remark about the dilapidated state 
of your well preserved appearance 
as you apply tiny dabs of make-up 
to the pouting invitation of your 
lips. 

Recommendations for the inter- 
vening hours are missing from the 
text book but, if you've gotten off 

,to this good start, the evening of 
the third day will find the Object 
hooked and floundering over an 
avowal of love. For this occasion 
wear an Empire gown, neck square- 
cut and low, = sleeves’ flounced 
daintily over the shoulders. The 
material should be a soft shimmer- 
ing metal that brings out the lustre 
of eyes and the sheen of a deeply 
waved bob. If the fates are as kind 
as Misleading lLady’s_ scenario 
writer, it doesn’t matter what you 
wear from then on. The Object’s 
hooked for the altar, even though 
he discovers that your carefully 
planned siege was the result of a 
week-end bet. 

‘The Misleading Lady’ has one of 
those pleasantly disillusioning plots 
that scorns the life of the social set 
by picturing its fripperies and 
foibles. 
too, and bestows upon Miss Colbert 
& mood that is suited to her talent 
for light, smart - young - thing 
comedy. She plays her part ami- 
ably and seems to enjoy freedom 
from the strain of former dramatic 
roles, 

Selena Royle took time off from 
her zealous work at the Actors 
Lounge to hop over to Astoria and 
be a genial, well-bred hostess for 
the house party. Nina Walker, one 
of the guests, models several ade- 
quate costumes and supplies Junior 
League atmosphere. 





Scandal Editor’s Love Life 


‘Scandal for Sale’ should teach 
Rose Hobart to think twice before 
ehe allows another film to cast her 
&8 an editor’s wife. The career is 
more than any film actress should 
have to put up with, and still hope 
to keep the admiration of picture 
fans. 

Moving picture editors are al- 
Ways self-centered, unsentimental 
fellows. It's part of the cinema 
tradition that an editor never comes 
home to dinner. The only domes- 
Ueity he cares about is the home- 
life scandal that creeps into head- 
lines, Practically impossible for a 
heroine to remain charming in 
such circumstances, her well 
founded complaints take the 
“orm of tiresome bickering. 

The editor of ‘Scandal for Sale’ 
is a blatantly bad husband. He 
moves his family from a pleasant 
New England suburb to a New 
York flat whose imitation fire place 
would depress any self-respecting 
matron. He forgets to buy his 


on 


and 


It has its cake and eats it, | 








dog. He becomes involved in one 
scandal after another and permits 
his nine-year-old daughter to read 
the tabloids at the breakfast table. 


What can a girl do married to a | 
Miss | 


man like that? Just what 
Hobart does: go around with a 
worried look, be bitter and sullen, 
forget to dress her hair properly, 
make last year’s frock substitute 
for the new one she hasn't the spirit 
to buy. 
picture actress to win audiences. 

The girl who frames an 
has a much better time, Claudia 
Dell gladly explains. She may be a 
villainess, but at least she gets the 
opportunity of being photographed 
in an elaborate frock with lots of 
fur trimming and a sequined satin 
blouse. Her big scene is glorified 

(Continued on page 63) 


editor 





And that’s no way for a} 





Bowman did an exquisite Medi- 
eval ballet last week at the 
Roxy...The public seemed a 
little bewildered by it, how- 
ever... Douglas Fairbanks looks 
more than ever like his father 
in his latest picture...That was 
a good looking bevy of legit 
actresses lunching at the Ca- 
sino the other day...Bobby 
Perkins is collaborating with 
her sister, Grace, on a new 
novel...What’s happened to 
that novel Florence Eldridge 
started...Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Warner go home this Wednes- 
day...Two scenes are being 
changed in ‘Child of Manhat- 
tan’...Helen Menken spent a 
weekend in Boston...Lilyan 
Tashman has bangs these days. 














the 
let Corps, this week, 


impetus by 


their waists, 
must submit to seeming girth that 
they 
Spanish 
pom-poms, 
jackets striking with clean-cut line, 
but if the angles 
white 


being what they are, must permeate 


toxeyettes and the Roxy Bal- 


is given added 
costume 


the Roxy 


|signer. The Ballet Corps has every 
right to get together backstage 
sulk, mutter, and feel abused. What 
do they care if the color scheme 
for their number (‘Castanets’ is 
smart as smart—so long as the 
white satin is used for those very 
places that can not afford the em- 
phasis of gleaming white? 

From their ribs down, across 


hips and thighs, they 


know doesn’t exist. Their 
hats may be jaunty with 
their red and _ black 


satin skirts lead 





of their pointed 
wudience 





Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 










































































(Murand, Girton 
and Gloria) 





- 
€ 
os £ & « Fg 
- 2 P £ f g » # 
s ££ €§ & - ¢ 
of ff ££ € Bg f ae \ rota Comment. 
STATE 
Rose King........ 8 8 10 10 56 10 10 b 7 10 86 One of the few effortlessly 
(York and King) funny femme clowns who 
, has also a sure sense of 
timing. 

Edith Barstow.... 9 10 8 > € & 3 9 6 10 80 A workmanlike dancer, fresh, 

(Dick and Edith dainty, well mannered and 
(Barstow) costumed with taste and 
style. cares 

True York....... . 8s 9 & @ 6 6 © 4 © 6 88 # Regulation ingenue affords 

(York and King) good .contrast in a well- 
paced comedy act. 

Miss Andre....... 5 9 8 7 b 2 6 3 0 6 50 Over-claborated costume di- 

(Lubin, Larry minishes her chances for 
and Andre) registering with the audi- 
ence. 
PALACE 

Pola Negri........ 8 8 9 8 6 10 10 10 4 10 83 Personal appearance, digni- 
fied by dramatic material 
and a star personality could 
be improved by a softer 
coiffure and more flattering 
gown. 

Julia Sanderson... 9 10 7 8 7 8 9 9 4 10 81 Retains the dainty charm of 
her musical comedy days. 
Make-up too. pink-and- 
white. 

Blanche Calloway. 8 10 8 6 5 t 9 7 6 7 74 Harlem hotcha in a modish 

' gown. Should study more 
becoming coiffure. Ungra- 
cious self-confidence un- 
able to overcome late spot 
at Sat.’s matinee. 

Madeline Killeen.. 8 8 10 9 6 a a 8 2 & 72 Adds comedy assistance to 

(With Milton her neat flair for song and 
Berle) dance. 
Mary Shaw....... 8 10 9 10 ry 7 io e 7 70 Pleasant, graceful and will- 
(With Ben Blue) ing victim of Ben Blue’s 
slapstick. Should tone down 
color of a smooth, well- 
blended make-up. 

Mary Lynn........ 9 8 8 9 6 & 7 7 + 6 64 Holds center stage with com- 

(With Ben Blue) posure and asks comedy 
questions. 

8 Little Girls...... 6 © b 6 . + 7 6 6 € 63 Dance line majoring in comic. 

(With Milton effects for Milton Berle. 
Berle) 
Mildred MacLeod. 5 9 6 7 7 ¢ . a 0 6 60 Lends legitimate support to a 
(With Bert Lytell) dramatic sketch that needs 
cutting for vaudeville. 

Frances Wills..... 6 6 6 6 7 4 & 9 a & 60 Accomplished control dancer 
whose costumes need great- 
er concentration on neat- 
ness and style, 

86TH STREET 

Irene Bordoni..... 9 10 10 10 a s 9 6 7 ’ 83 Over-zealous persuasiveness 
can not disguise indifferent 
material. 

Edith Evans...... 8 10 9 9% 6 4 @ #6 © & £=2f °&«Gracious poise provides dig- 
nity to an otherwise av- 
erage double act. 

Doris Girton....... 8 9 8 8 6 + r) + 2 6 66 Zest and fillip of her delivery” 

(Murand, Girton modernizes this routine bi- 
and Gloria) cycle act. 

3 Sunshine Girls.. 7 8 8 & 6 4 5 o 6 + 67 A polite little harmony and 
tap dancing trio adequate 
for the deuce spot. 

GIVEN ivcnescncecs © 7 & 7 6 a 7 @ 5 53 — — i 





| Ballet Corps so unkindly accoutred, 


de- | 


has to be the very week that is 
| positively lush with consideration 
for the Roxeyettes. At precisely 
| those areas where the Ballet Corps 
becomes full-blown with the ax- 
| grandizement of white, the Roxey- 
ettes, favorites of the gods, ‘1re 
concave with black. First of all, 
they're in sleek black satin high- 
waisted Spanish trousers which 


|give them waistlines, hiplines, 
thighlines that slither. And they're 
just as well off in the bodice de- 
partment for they're given yellow 
satin shirts subtly ruffled up the 
front with orange and green. Then, 
their well poised heads, that bob 





as one and bow in a mathematically 
straight horizontal line, are topped 
with chic black satin straight 
brimmed Spanish hats, and to 
clinch their good fortune, they 2re 
given tambourines to flourish; the 
Ballet Corps has only trilling little 
castanets to click. 

Cornell, in a white make- 
up and scarlet chiffon velvet dress 
wrapped high at her throat with 
black, enchants the customers with 
a Spanish dance full of excitingiy 
executed, no-two-ways-about-it jin- 
tent. 


Grace 


What a Film Hero Learns 


‘It’s Tough to Be Famous’ is only 
half the lesson Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr. learns in the picture of that 
title. The other, and more bitter 
half is the discovery that young 
women who, like Mary Brian, seem 
lovable and soothing little kittens 
before marriage, may grow into un- 
reasonable, contrary, tempestuous 
felines afterwards. 

Miss Brian behaves in a most ex- 
traordinary fashion for so wide- 
eyed and demure looking a person, 
Her apparent docility and gentle- 
ness gives no hint that she’s going 
to become an introspective sort of 
miss, and begin to ponder whether 
it’s true love that binds her and 
her husband together or whether 
‘it’s just animal passion.’ The scenes 
of her honeymoon in the film try 
so earnestly to be intense and 
tumultuous that poor little Miss 
Brian cannot be blamed for utter- 
ing thoughts ordinarily foreign to 
her sweet and child-like self. 


She persistently appears a little 
girl, yet the story thrusts her into 
situations that would have taxed 
Du Barry’s aplomb. When she isn’t 
compelled to act ‘sexy,’ Miss Brian's 
role demands she be ungrateful and 
disagreeable; only her own help- 
lessness saves any audiences sym- 
pathy for her at all. 

The apartment wherein she dwells 
with her celebrity husband is 
stocked with spindly furniture and 
Louis fixings, contributing its share 
towards the bad cases of nerves 
from which they both are suffering. 
Calm, understanding Louise Beavers 
serves as their colored maid, but 
even she is powerless to soothe 
them. Emma Dunn plays a fluttery 
mother with her customary ac- 
curacy. 


Bickering Leads to Love 


It takes a worrisomely long time 
before Sally Eilers and Spencer 
Tracy find out it’s love that makes 
them snarl at one another in ‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct.’ From the first 
moment Miss Eilers, a bootlegger’s 
daughter, talks back to Mr. Tracy, 
an honest motorcycle cop, and he is 
subsequently punished by reduction 
to the ranks of walking policemen, 
the girls out front know he’s going 
to adore her for it and she’s going 
to be receptive. 


Miss Eilers adds two very piquant 
lures to her plot: she wears an avia- 
tion suit with a great deal of dash, 
particularly in the respectful man- 
ner that the breeches adhere to her 
excellent legs, and then she offers 
the glamour of the forbidden, for 
Mr. Tracy is a cop with principles, 
whereas her father deals in con- 
traband. 

Miss Eilers has a more stereotyped 
role to subdue here than has lately 
been her lot, nevertheless she’s able 
to distinguish it with her own spe- 
cial sincerity. She doesn’t look 
quite as well as usual; her lighter- 
colored hair strays over her face in 
a giddy hope to be softly flattering, 
and her eyebrows are made up in 
such a painfully thin line that they 
effect a hardness and artificiality 
which are the very attributes Miss 





Eilers should take care to avoid. 
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THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 
CONGRESS, OF AUGUST 24, 1912. 

Of Variety, published weekly at 


STATEMENT OF 


York, N. Y., for April 1, 1932. e 
State of New York, County of New 
York, ss. 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for 
the State and County aforesaid, person- 
ally appeared Harold Erichs, who, hav- 
ing been duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says that he is the business 
manager of Variety, and that the fol- 
lowing is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management, etc., ef the 
aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the 
Act of August 24, 1912, embodied in 
Section 442, Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions, printed on the reverse of this 
form, to wit: 

. That the names and 
the publisher, editor, managing 
and business manager, are: 
Publisher—Variety, inc., 154 West 46th 

street, New York city. 
Editor—Sidne Silverman, 154 

street, New York city. 
Managing Editor—None. 
Business Manager—Harold. Erichs, 164 

W. 46th street, New York city. 

2. That the owners are: Variety, Inc., 
154 West 46th street, New York city. 
Sime Silverman, 154 West 46th street, 
New York city. Sidne Silverman, 154 
West 46th street, New York city. 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 
gagees and other security holders own- 
ing or holding 1 per cent. or more of 


addresses of 
editor, 


West 46th 


total amount of bonds, mortgages or 
other securities, are: None. 
4. That the two paragraphs next 


above, giving the names of the owners, 
stockholders and security holders, if any, 
contain not only the list of stockhold- 
ers and security holders as they appear 
upon the books of the company, but 
also, in cases where the stockhoider or 
security holder appears upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the 
person or corporation for whom such 
trustee is acting, is given, also that the 
said two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affiant’s full knowledge and 
belief as to the circumstances and con- 
ditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon 
the books of the company as trustees 
hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that ef a bona fide owner: 
and this affiant has no reason to be- 
lieve that any other person, association 
or corporation has any interest, direct 
er indirect, in the said stock, bonds or 
+ ag securities than as so stated by 

im. 

5. That the average number of copies 
of each issue of this publication sold or 
distributed, through the mails or other- 
wise, to paid subscribers during the six 
months preceding the date shown above 
is (This information is required 
from daily publications only.) 

Harold Grichs, 
Business Manager. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this Sist day of March, 1932. 

Nathan Newman, 
Notary Public. 
(My commission expires March 30, 19234) 


15 YEARS AGO. 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 














Restaurant men were trying out 
vaudeville acts for floor shows but 
found that straight acts were not 
what the patrons wanted. Back to 
revue style. 





Acts were stopped from kidding 
Billy Sunday who was in N. Y. 
saving souls. 


Australian producers had agents 
in U.S. hustling around for stage 
footwear, new or slightly used. 
War had caused a shortage. 


White Rats in a jam with two 
mortgages on the clubhouse both 
calling for settlement and no money 
to meet them. Bondholders in the 
club property out of luck entirely 





Dancer in Columbus, O., called 
down for using U. S. flag as a cos- 
tume for a number. 





Picture people worried about 
their income, Announced that Govt. 
would slap 40% on $100,000 and 
over. 





Adolph Zukor caused a mild sen- 
sation at a Philadelphia gathering 
by declaring for an open market for 
films. 





Goldwyn Co. was preparing to re- 
make the rental map. Held it to be 
unfair to ask same rental in north- 


ern and southern towns of the 
same population. Determined to 
make allowance for colored pop- 


ulation and other sales handicaps. 

Pennsylvania censors planned ito 
ban all war films. Even more se- 
vere against. peace propaganda. 
Held that horror scenes would hurt 
recruiting. Never completed = ac- 
tion. 


Fischer, in a dramatic 
sketch, lost a booking through a 
sneeze. Pit drummer sneezed and 
Fisher rang down the curtain when 
the audience laughed. Row followed 


1e0. M. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 10) 
out pay for the Lucky Strike ‘One Hour With You’ broadcast. The p.a.’s 
convinced Chevalier first and later Miss MacDonald, who stood her 
ground longer, that their singing during the broadcast would help the 
picture. 
Original understanding was that the players would contribute some- 
thing to the broadcast, but if they sang either Par or Lucky Strike 





would have to pay. It saved somebody around $3,000. 


Coast studios, suffering under the financial vacuum, have started plug- 





New | 


cing up little leaks that previously have been ignored. One lot had a 
firm of electrical rate experts check over its power bills for the last five 
years. Study of the complicated rate manual revealed that the studio 
had been charged on a higher classification than necessary. 

Rather than stall along with a suit in the overcrowded Los Angeles 
courts a settlement was negotiated that gave the studio a $6,000 refund. 
Rate experts now have their choice of the next lot to tackle, two 
larger studios already being in the market for refund checks. 


Ed. B. Roberts, who recently was taken west by Walter Wanger on a 
writing contract, is one of the outs from Lem Stewart’s Publix theatres 
press dept. Originally Roberts was manager of a house in Texas and 
was brought into the home office under Stewart's policy of forming his 
staff from the field force, taking men from the various sections who had 
first hand information as to local conditions in their former territory. 
Several years ago he quit the job to study drama under Prof. Baker 
at Yale, returning to Stewart at the completion of his course. He has 
written several plays but has lacked the time to force their production. 


Decree filed in Los Angeles last week states that Nell Brown delib- 
erately and fraudulently concealed from the plaintiffs, Fontaine Fox, 
Larry Darmour and RKO, her legal proceedings to tack the name of 
Mickey McGuire on her son. The decree perpetually enjoins her from 
using the Mickey McGuire name for the son's picture or stage work. 

As indications of the value of ‘Mickey McGuire’ as a dramatic prop- 
erty, the findings of Judge Walter J. Desmond show that $1,296,576 was 
received by RKO-Pathe from the exhibition of 51 McGuire comedies. 


A new record in world distribution may have been achieved by Para- 
mount for ‘Shanghai Express.’ While the picture played at the Rialto, 
New York, it was shown in theatres as far distant as Tokio and Buenos 
Aires. Other cities in which the picture showed within the period of 
two weeks were London, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Prague, The Hague, 
Budapest, Vienna, Bucharest and Zagreb. 

Reason for rushing the film all over was an attempt by Paramount to 
cash in on the topical value of the Sino-Japanese fracas. 


Minor foreign writing import arrived from’Europe at the New York 
Metro office last week to get his ticket to Hollywood. He was handed 
ticket plus reservation for a lower berth and turned them back, saying 
he was unaccustomed to travel in anything less than a drawing room. Man 
exhibited so much hauteur that h. o. execs feared they had mistaken 
his status and asked to see his contract. 

He had a three-month agreement at $100 a week. 


MPTOA is patterning itself in certain respects after the Hays organ- 
ization, the exhibitor outfit following the trend of addressing women’s 
groups throughout the country, as was instituted with the producers 
when Governor Milliken joined the organization, 

Mike O’Toole, secretary of the MPTOA, has been commissioned by the 
exhibs to address as many of these clubs as he can line up. His favorite 
subject is titled ‘The Power of the Screen Press.’ 





What the changes of time and the growing importance of indie pro- 
ducers have accomplished is illustrated by the cast of ‘Midnight Patrol’ 
produced by C. C. Burr for Monogram. Everyone of a long cast was a 
bona fide ‘name’ of former or present major connections, 

Cast includes: Regis Toomey, Betty Bronson, Edwina Booth, Mary 
Nolan, Earle Foxe, Robert Elliott, Mack Swain, Snub Pollard, Wilfred 
Lucas, Jim Jeffries and Tod Sloan. 


Although Paramount is not taking any chance of hurting the Chevalier 
draw in the U. S. by importing any more strong French actors, it is 
keeping an ace in the hole by building up Henry Garat in Europe. 

Garat, strongest male draw developed in France in some years, is 
under a long term contract to Par and is being starred in Joinville studio 
product. Some talk during the past few weeks of bringing him to 
Hollywood but vetoed by execs in New York. 


Film agents’ activity in the east is down to as near minimum as it 
can get while the Warner short studio is open in Brooklyn, Other than 
the WB short placements little can be done in New York except test 
work for Coast contracts and whatever indie biz may be around. 

Drop in commishers’ local work was given its principal wallop with 
the recent closing of Par’s L. I. studio. 


Publix is virtuali. in charge of operation of the Paramount and 
United Artists, L. A., through H. B. Franklin’s post with RKO. Rick 
Rickettson is locally in charge. Publix hopes to swing the houses to 
the Skouras Bros. but any deal in that direction is indefinite, with Sam 
Katz awaiting Spryos Skouras’ return east April 25 for further dis- 
cussion. 





Highest price for a play this season, with the exception of ‘Counsellor 
at Law,’ is being paid by Radio for ‘Animal Kingdom.’ Figure is be- 
lieved $80,000. Explanation is that Paramount was bidding for it too. 

Leslie Howard is also being taken by Radio to help the ‘name’ lineup 
of that studio which also probably influenced the price. 


Staff of an indie studio is talking about the absentmindedness of a 
dancer-actress who played in a picture there. Doing a fast dance, she 
forgot to be underdressed for the endeavor and is still wondering why 
retakes were ordered the next day. 

Publix managers are being urged in ‘Publix Opinion’ to mistrust their 
projection room valuation of pictures and leave it to the public reaction. 

Feeling is that managers are prone to carp at certain pictures and slow 
up the campaigns when b. o. results tell a different story. 


Joan Blondell is the daughter of Ed Blondell. For many years Ed 
Blondell played a character comedy sketch in vaude named ‘The Lost 
soy.” 

He was the boob boy and is best remembered through declaring that 
‘The sun always sets in our back yard.’ 





Lawrence Stallings nails as an error the report that he is off the Metro 
writing staff. He has a contract that calls for 20 weeks per year at that 
studio and he can pick his spots. 

Stallings is now at his home in Yanceyville, N. C. 


Photophone Division of RCA-Victor is the corporate title for this sound 
equipment subsidiary of RCA. Change in title is the result of the merg- 





and he was closed. 


ing of all subsidiaries with general headquarters in Camden, N. J. 





Inside Stuff—Radio = 


Increasing knowledge about radio showmanship and mike 
among performers and producers has curiously not diminished the task 
of preparation and rehearsal of programs. On the contrary, loca] station 
and network mike artists agree that more time is being devoted my 
rehearsals. . 

Reasons are several. Most often quoted is the demand of the advertiser 
that every possible error be eliminated before the program hits the tenn: 
mitters. Both advertiser and public have become extremely finict 2 





technique 


radio errors. - 

In the old days a couple of musical errors from an orchestra were 
ignored by the public in general awe at the miracle of radio. But since 
the dial-science has become an everyday occurrence, with no more thrill 
to it than the telephone, the listeners are now exercising sharp ana ready 


criticism on any slip-up. In the old days it was common for artists to 
rush into the studio, grab their portions of the script and read their 
lines to the mike without having seen them before. But that's admitted 
to belong as much in the past of radio as the old crystal sets. 

Result in Chicago has been a jam-up off the rehearsal rooms. Pro- 
grams allotted 30 minutes or an hour find themselves running far over. 
time, so that the rehearsals scheduled to follow are squeezed often an 
hour or two beyond their penciled-in time. Many studios now are run- 
ning rehearsals late into the night. 

Lucky Strike so far has used 52 dance orchestras from 31 
cities, including six foreign, on its tri-weekly broadcasts. 

Foreign maestros thus far picked up have been the Siboney orchestra 
Havana; Carabelli, Buenos Aires; Jack Hylton, London; Cooper, ; 
Marek Weber, Berlin; Manolo Castro, Havana; Dajos 
Siamsa Gael Band, Dublin, and Jack Payne, London. 

Domestic group, if including Canada, have been Wayne King, Andy 
Sanella, Gus Arnheim, Henry Busse, Coon-Sanders, Jack Denny, Jimmy 
Grier, Bert Lown, Jan Garber, Ted Weems, Earl Burtnett, Jack Pettis, 
Seymour Simons, Herb Gordon, Emerson Gill, Cab Calloway, Johnny 
Johnson, Anson Weeks, Lew Conrad, Eddy Duchin, Joe Moss, Ernie Holst, 
Ozzie Nelson, Tom Gerun, Bernie Cummins, Herbie Kay, Ted Fiorita, 
Johnny Hamp, Vincent Lopez, Al Dean (Katz), Irving Aaronson, Lloud 
Huntley, Jack Miles, Joe Solomon, Vic Meyers, Luigi Romanelli (from 
Toronto), Barbary Coast orchestra from Hanover, N. H., Charles Kerr, 
Charlie Agnew, Tom Coakley, Charles Dornberger and Jack Valentine. 
Bands averaged $1,000 per broadcast for Lucky Strike. 


different 


Paris; 


ela, Berlin; 


Six weeks’ radio survey in Syracuse, N. Y., made at the behest of 
a market research organization by Prof. Harry W. Hepner, Syracuse 
University psychologist, discloses that radio addicts in that area think 
in terms of the artist rather than the advertising sponsor; prefer semie 
educational programs; H.°V. Kaltenbalm is strongest locally as a cone 
sistent feature; Lawrence Tibbett is the favorite Monday night attrace 
tion; the Camel period tops the so-called popular list; jazz programs 
have their innings Saturday nights; radio entertainment appeal is strong- 
est in mid-week; chain stations have the most listeners. 

Syracuse is well above the national percentage of 40.3 in the number of 
families owning radio sets. On the basis of the Hepner survey the per- 
centage there may touch 60. 


Negotiations by A. T. Sears Co. are cold for acquisition of the national 
distribution rights to the Rajput radio disc series. Papers were ready 
for signature when Henry Creger, owner of the series, chilled. Undere 
stood that Creger is formulating a distribution deal with another 
company. 

Proposition for the Sears firm, Chicago, figured that Sears was to 
guarantee Creger at least 50 stations weekly at $50 each for the thrice 
weekly broadcasts in the regular broadcast setup. That would have tossed 
$2,500 weekly to Creger. Sale price for the Rajput serial to stations is 
supposed to have been listed at the rate of $150 weekly for stations in 
towns over 1,000,000 population, $135 over 500,000, $100 weekly over 
200,000, and $75 over 100,000. 





Los Angeles police department got a little peeved because Foreman & 
Clark used the ‘Calling all men’ gag in its clothing broadcasts over? 
KMTR. They thought it was too close to ‘calling all cars’ and might 
cause some misunderstanding. 

Radio station took it up with the Federal Radio commission and got 
a clean bill, with the reminder that as no copyright slogan was involved 
it was oke. Chief protest of the police was the manner in which the 
commercial plug was sent out, by halting a musical program to coms 
in with the call which sounded authentic until it was disclosed that it 
was a ballyhoo stunt. 


Radio dise recordings made before certain artists were signed to exclue 
sive network contracts are giving the networks’ artist bureaus som® 


(Continued on page 59) 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Under the rules of the new agents’ association, authorized by Martin 
Beck, acts will no longer have the privilege of selecting their own 
agents. If an act prefers one agent it’s no go unless the association 
agrees. According to the rules the agents’ body is empowered to forc® 
an act to place his personal business affairs in any agent’s hands 
whether the act thinks the designated agent is capable or not. 

The average actor has always believed he is entitled to determine who 
shall do his business and collect the commission he pays for such service. 
But the booking office now has other ideas. 











A New York indie booking office that sets the style for most new indie 
gyp devices has hit upon another plan that returns a clear 5% on all 
acts booked. Instead of selling their acts direct to the booker, the 
agents now must sell them through an intermediary who contacts the 
agent and booker for the usual commish. 

It brings the tap for acts to 25% in some instances with the booking 
office grabbing 10% in two parts, the agent taking another 10% and the 
office’s official contact man slicing off his own 5%. 


RKO's stalling cost the circuit some $2,000 on r.r. fares for the Duk@ 
Ellington band. Brought them in from the Coast although holding 48 
option for six more weeks at $5,500 net which would have been elim 
inated had the Bill Howard time been set. 

As soon as Ellington got back, RKO wanted him to play in Younss¢ 
town, etc., and into New England. 

Ted Lewis apparently gave RKO a voluntary out on his dates when 
he wrote in that since the contract had signed by his wife, he 
didn’t deem the contract valid. 

RKO accepted that as a quit claim on Lewis’ bookings at $7,500 a we 
Latter was also holding out for the railroad fares. 


been 
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‘Frankenstein’ bit being used in a Loew unit, is being presented W ; 


permission. It comes from Joe Santley’s origination for a Lambs’ Gam! 





with Loew paying Santley for its use. 
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Does Stylish Carroll Theatre Faze 


agabond Morrissey? Coupla Ha-Ha’s 








‘Come in,’ greeted Will Mor- 
rissey, reluct tantly removing his 
feet from the polished splendor of 
Earl Carroll's desk in the executive 
chambers of the Carroll theatre. 

‘Not bad, for Morrissey,’ said 
Morrissey, complacently appraising 
the luxurious modernism to which 
he has not become accustomed, 
‘The Vagabond Producer’s where 
he belongs at last.’ 


Chest swelling with pride, Mr. 
Morrissey let his feet lead him 


through depths of velour carpet till 
he arrived at the chaste richness 
of an ebony and chromium desk. 
He rested one hand tenderly on its 
polished surface. 

‘That guy you work for says I'm 
a flop. He ought to catch me now. 
No mugg editor ever wrote a story 
at a desk that cost $5,000,’ he rum- 
inated, his ring finger gently dis- 
patching a cigar ash over the desk’s 
elezantly inlaid pattern. 

‘Not bad. Not bad at all,’ he 
sighed as, relaxing against 
red cushions, he drank in the color 
and line of his new office suite. 
Squinting eyes and pursed lips be- 
tokened a hitherto unrecognized 
connoisseur of art. ‘A bit delicate 
for Morrissey, but I’ve added those 
gold cuspidors just to lend a homey 
touch.’ 

expanding in the recollection of 
events that had brought him into 
New York’s most determinedly 
magnificent theatre, Mr. Morrissey 
planted his shoes firmly on a zebra- 
skin hassock. 

‘The Prince of 
sponsible for my 
plained humbly, 


rose- 


Crooners’ is re- 

success,’ he ex- 
indicating that it 
was through no fault of his own 
that Morrissey was not sitting on 
the doorstep of Loew’s Delancey. 

‘What a show! Morrissey’s 
‘Crooner’ has had the most phe- 
nomenal rehearsal-run in the- 
atrical history. We _ started re- 
hearsing—let me see—I think it 
was last July—at the Belmont the- 
atre. Smallest house in town. But 
Morrissey didn’t care. He has no 
social consciousness. 

Met Next Stop 

‘Then we moved to the Vander- 
bilt. From the Vanderbilt to the 
New Yorker, from the New Yorker 
to the Booth, from the Booth to 
the Forrest and now’—slowing up 
for the climatic pay-off—‘damned 
if we’re not at the Earl] Carroil. 
Next week we start negotiations 
for the Met. 

‘No more dumps for me. From 
now on Morrissey gets the best. 
No one knows where Earl Carroll 
is, so I’m practically the owner. 
I take prospective lessees on tours 
of inspection every day. Last week 
I showed Irving Berlin, Billy Rose, 
A. C. Blumenthal and the Brandt 
Brothers all over the building. Were 
they surprised at those magnificent 
dressing rooms! They were sur- 


prised — Morrissey was dumb- 
founded. 
‘Rehearsing in these surround- 


ings,’ continued Mr. Morrissey, 
looking around hastily to make sure 
that the surroundings hadn't 
walked out, ‘Crooner’s’ sure to be 
a hit. It can’t miss. Fortitude 
made it. We've had to keep re- 
hearsing since July because I never 
knew when I'd run into a backer 
who'd want to look over the show. 

‘Am I in a spot for backers now!’ 
rejoiced Mr. Morrissey, carefuliy 
smoothing the wrinkles out of a 
shimmering window drape. ‘Mod- 
ernism gets ‘em. Morrissey had 
been up here only one day when 
three bankers offered capital. Every 
night some new money drops in 
for a look. The worst Morrissey 
gets out of any rehearsal is din- 
ner for the crowd. 

Picks His Angels 

‘ ‘I've had all sorts of backers for 
Crooner,’ continued Mr. Morrissey, 
studiously searching the desk for a 


Panatella. ‘But I don’t keep ‘em if 
I don’t like ‘em. Morrissey pro- 
moted a big stock brokerage deal 


down town and bonds flew around. 
Those backers had a couple of 
weeks fun before I threw them out. 
I posted a bond and it took Equity 
two weeks to find out it was paper. 


But that didn’t stop Morrissey. 
fe’ S got fortitude. Equity stops 
him. Morrissey keep right on.’ 


Ne ithe r 


rain, nor sleet nor Car- 


roll creditors, runs the story, can 
Stop Mr. Morrissey when he’s bent 
on producing a show. Furniture 


removers who show up at the Car- 


— to take unpaid for properties 
ome to roost are just human be- 
ings, more to be pitied 


Sured, Mr. 


Morrissey tells the 





than cen- | 
; velvet for the Va 


Two Summer Tryouts 


Already in Prospect | 


Rather than take a chance on the 
remaining month or so of the 


rent legit season, several producers 
are looking to the new stage year 
Arthur Hammerstein and John 


Golden 
who are 
mer 
son, 

Hammerstein is planning a try- 
out in June of ‘The Man Who Re- 
claimed His Head.’ Pierce is by 
Jean Bart and Herbert Biberman 
will stage it. Likelihood is 
Sam Jaffe will star. 

Golden’s tryout will be the Mon- | 
tague Glass-Dan Jarrat play, ‘Why 
Don’t You Go Back” 


are among the producers 
now concerned with 
tryouts of plays for next 


sea- 





PUBLIX THROWING DARK’ 
THEATRES INTO STOCKS, 


Publix is installing stock in one 
of its closed Scranton, Pa., theatres 
and may go in for stock on a large 
scale. Company is to open within 
two or three weeks. An additional 
Publix house’ stock possibility, 
shortly after Scranton, is Wilkes- 
Barre. 

James Thatcher, regular. stock 
manager, is concerned with the 
Publix company, but for organiza- 
tion only, the company backed en- 
tirely by P-P. Latter, the thiré film 
circuit to put stock into a closed 
theatre in the east, states that this 
legit policy will be repeated in other 
spots. Barbara Weeks, not the film 
actress of similar name, is set as 
one of the Scranton cast. 

Previous film circuits trying stock 
near by are Skouras in Jersey City 
and Warners in Mont lair, N. J. 
Fox State, in Topeka, Kans., is also 
reopened witht a legit policy. 





Dorothy Hall—Guild 


Dorothy Hall is a Theatre Guild 
possibility for next season. Her 
name was recently elevated over the 
title of ‘Child of Manhattan’ when 
that show moved from the Fulton 
to the Cort, New York. 

Guild has made overtures to Miss 
Hall and is believed to have one of 
three plays in mind for her. 





Gordon’s Economy Play 


Hollywood, April 11. 

Cc. B. Dillingham will produce 
‘Snowblind,’ a new play by Leon 
Gordon, this fall. 

Play has three characters and 
one set. 

Gordon is now here, writing for 
Fox. 





‘Olivia Bows’ Out 

After folding and startng several 
times Shubert’s production of ‘Olivia 
Bows to Mrs. Grundy’ finally shut 
down for good in Wilmington, Del., 
Wednesday (6). 

Written by Roland Bottomley and 
featuring Janet Beecher and Tayx- 
lor Holmes. 





story in his own unexcitably brisk 
words: 

‘Yesterday a man came into my 
office. Thinking he was a backer 
who had promised to show, Mor- 


rissey put on that Ziegfeld front 
and asked ‘What can I do for you 
sir?’ 


‘I'm from the So-and-so Furni- 
ture Company, he answered, I've 
come to take out the chairs—An 
hour later two guys came in to re- 
move the piano. 

‘Can you get the significance o! 
that,’ Mr. Morrissey inquired, ju- 
bilation in his eyes. ‘Somebody 
owes money and for once it’s not 
Morrissey. I may not always pay 
actors, but I never owe on furni- 
ture. I rarely have furniture. 

‘Morrissey takes care of actors 
at that,’ continued the vagabond 


‘When they rehearse with me for 
long periods I get them outside 
jobs in night clubs. Most of my) 
ecast’s working right now. Times 
are hard. We all have to be co- 
operate, What's good enough fo1 
Russia's good enough for ‘Crooner.’ 
And what's good enough for Car- 


summarized Mr. Morrissey 
executive suite with 
glance, ‘is pure 


roll,’ 
caressing the 


a long, lingering 


sum- |} 


cur- | 


| 
| 





3 for 1 





Chicago, April 11. 

Latest doubling up of jobs in 
the local Shubert organization 
finds John Garrity filling three 
assignments, 3esides serving 
as general manager of Shubert 
affairs here and as house man- 
ager of the Grand, Garrity is 





filling the assignment of com- 
pany manager for ‘The Blue 
Mask,’ which is the stand’s 
current attraction, 

Only envelope he draws is 
that listing hima man- 
ager on the Grand payroll. 


s house 
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HOLDING 


A repercussion developed out of 
disaffirmation of their 
back Bela Blau's 


‘The Mad 


the Shuberts’ 
agreement to 
planned production, 
Hopes.’ Difficulty concerns two 
weeks’ salary due Rex O'Malley, but 
with an added complication devel- 
oping when Lyons & Lyons, agents, 
entered claim at Equity that Blau 
was responsible for more than just 
two weeks for O'Malley, since the 
latter quit ‘Experience Unnecessary’ 
for ‘Hopes.’ 

Shuberts entered the agreement 
with Blau last year to finance 
‘Hopes,’ but after a considerable 
period of waiting, the receivers sud- 
denly advised Blau things were off 
after he had begun production. One 
of the latter items had been to take 
O'Malley out of ‘Experience’ on the 
strength of the promised financing, 
the actor to play the lead in ‘Hopes. 
‘Unnecessary’ is a Shubert show. 

Immediately after Blau learned 
things were cold he advised Equity 
of his own accord that he held him- 
self responsible for two weeks’ pay 
to O'Malley, the only contracted 
player in the proposed cast. 

Lyons & Lyons, the actor’s agents, 
claimed at Equity that Blau should 
be responsible not alone for the two 
weeks’ minimum guarantee, but also 
owed O'Malley the amount he lost 
through quitting ‘Experience.’ Dif- 
ference is about $2,100. 

‘Hopes’ is being produced now on 
the coast by Belasco & Curran and, 
if judged okay, will be brought east 
next fall by Blau. 

Veek was one of marking time 
in the affairs of the Shubert re- 
ceivership, Petition by the receiv- 

s to the court to extend the busi- 
ness into next season has taken 
longer to prepare than anticipated. 

Federal Judge Francis Caffey has 
not named the special counsel to 
hear arguments on a Shubert re- 
audit. If the committees do not 
agree on counsel within 30 days, 
the court will then name him and 
would act on the latter’s recom- 
mendation as to an inquiry. 

Judge Caffey did rule, however, 
that the cost shall be charged 
against the shares or dividends 
which shall be paid the petitioners 
for the investigation, when and if 
the corporation is liquidated. There 
is a proviso, however, that if 
grounds for the proposed investi- 
gation are upheld, cost is to be 
charged to the estate (corporation). 


Leslie’s Chi Bid 


The revised version of Lew Les- 
‘International Re ue’ goes into 
Chicago either as ‘Clowns in Clover’ 








lie’s 


or captioned ‘Okay, 1932.’ Latter 
may be the start of a new revue 
series by Leslie. 

It will utilize scenes and num- 
bers, with much added materia), 
from his ‘International Revue’ 


costly floppo of two years ago, 
Idea is to go into Chicago while 


the ational convention brings big 


Duffy’s Bkptcy. Echo 


San Francisco, April 11 
Echoes of the 1930 Snbioues: y 
oceedings of the Henry Duffs 
! Players were again heard this week 
vhen Reuben G. Hunt, attorney fo 
the trustee, asked for a fee of $5 


gabond Producer. i 


140.50, 


Referee in Bankruptcy Shs ane 
ordered a cut to $2,929, holding thz 
sufficient for Hunt’s services. 


i 
E 


Revived Show Boat for Carroll, 
Tabloid ‘Follies Occupy Zieggy 





Two Held in Box Office 
Stickup in Kansas City 


Kansas City, April 11. 
The police are holding two men 
charged with the daring holdup of 


| tl he Shubert box office 
ning 

The Bb 
500 w 


Monday eve- 
before the opening of 
and Wagon,’ when some $1,- 
One of the pair has 
been identified by three of the thea- 
staff, and the other, the police 
iy, has 
affair. 
The holdup was pulled off early in 
|} the evening, when three bandits, one 
of whom thrust a revolver through 
the ticket window, compelled 
Frank Schudy, house treasurer, to 
erouch down under the ticket rack. 


shortlv 


is taken. 


} 


admitted his share in the 


MINN’S ‘QUILT’ BAN 





Minneapolis, April 11. 


Mayor Anderson's banning of 
‘Crazy Quilt’ here is estimated to 
have ‘cost succeeding attraction, 
‘Green Pastures,’ more than $5,000 
at the Metropolitan. Up to the time 
that ‘Crazy Quilt’ was banned ‘The 
jreen Pastures’ advance sale had 
been going along at a fast pace. 
Immediately thereafter it took a 
nosedive. 

The theatre management attrib- 
uted the drop to public fears that 
‘Green Pastures,’ like ‘Crazy Quilt, 
might be interfered with, due to 
reports of its ‘irreverence.’ 

Late in the week preceding the 
opening, however, the theatre man- 
agem ‘nt induced the mayor to issue 
a reassuring statement in which he 
declared there would be no inter- 
ference with ‘Green Past_res.’ The 
mayor even went so far as to praise 
the play and request the public to 
support it. 


Howard as Romeo 


Leslie Howard's next Broadway 
appearance reporied set, with the 
actor playing in ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 

Project is slated for next season 
under the dual management of Gil- 
bert Miller and Howard, who pro- 
duced the current ‘Animal King- 
dom.’ 


$2 Against $1 Stock 


Washington, April 11. 

‘Another Language,’ opening here 
Monday (11) at the Belasco, is cut- 
ting admissions to $2 evening, due 
to the opposition of Steve Cochran's 
$1 top stock starting its 10 weeks’ 
stay the same night at the National. 

Price of $2 is the lowest ever used 
here on a legit, either before or after 
Broadway. Weekday gees will 


be $1 and Saturdays $1.5 Show is 
due at Booth, New Paap ina week 
or so. 


Selwyn’s Russe Tragedy 


Arch Selwyn has taken ‘Choco- 
late,’ Soviet story by Alex Tarasov- 
Rodionov, fcr production early in 
the fall. Novel was published in 
Russia 10 years ago and released in 
an American translation by Charles 
Malamuth two weeks ago. 

Piece has to do with the workings 
of the Russian Cheka during the 
revolution and is a tragedy. 


Two for Guild ome 
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What with legit production, radio 


broadcasting and preparations for 


condensing some of his former 


musical successes for vaudeville 


usage, the veteran Flo Ziegfeld is 


at present the most active of 


Broadway managers. Last week he 
made the first visit to his office in 
nearly six weeks, 


abed 


operating up to 
then while 
Still home. 

Monday Zieggy started on the ree 
‘Show Boat’ and expect- 
ant of ‘Hot-Cha’ running at his 
theatre through the summer, ‘Boat 
may go into the Carroll at $3 top. 
The deal, ironic from Carroll's 
| viewpoint, calls for the show play- 
bie on a straight 70-30 sharing 


most of the time, 


basis. silly Rose is also angling for 
ithe house, Helen Morgan and 
| Charles Winninger have been cone 


AFFECTED “PASTURES' sv in. the 





tracted, and Paul Robeson is a pose 

Jules Bledsoe part, 
Any deal for Carroll’s return to the 
house built for him appears defi« 
nitely cold since he is reported to 
have taken over the Manhattan 


(Hammerstein’s). 
Moss Interested? 

The recent ‘Follies’ which will 26 
vaudeville in tabloid form is 
tracted for by RKO. Bobby 
nolly is in charge of the 
process. Yigured there are four 
units possible from the ‘Follies.’ 
The revue name will not be used, 
but is to be billed ‘Ziegfeld’s Vaude- 
ville Revue.’ ‘Follies’ production is 
being hung in the Proadway, dark 
at present, with an indication that 
B. S. Moss is interested in the tabs, 
The Broadway is also a possible 
berth for ‘Boat.’ 

Arthur Klein had the same idea 
for the Palace and was _ talking 
about it with Martin Beck, planning 
to gear down the overhead to suit 
the $2 scale, using scenes and spe- 
cialties from the Ziegfeld musical a 
la the old Shubert vaudeville idea, 
including a line of girls. Beck is 
said to be morally interested in the 
broadway theatre idea with a view 
to going in for similar tabs at the 
Palace. 

Understood that Zieggy has been 
working on idea of reviving ‘Show 
Boat’ for some time. Calls for little 
expenditure since the show wags 
practically a new production when 
it was sent to Chicago. 

The ‘Follies of the Air’ Sunday 
nights for the Chrysler auto line 
account is said to be the manager's 
most profitable current enterprise, 
the net to Zieggy reported to be 
$4,000 for each broadcast. April 3 
when the radio stunt started there 
extras to the Ziegfeld family, hig 
wife Billie Burke receiving $1,000 
and daughter, Patricia a new car, 
Latter gift was on account of Will 
Rogers’ participation, latter going 
on the air as a compliment to the 
manager. 


Coast’s Radio Revue 


April 11. 

revue featuring 

local radio acts, with a score by 

Sam Coslow, opens at the Musie 
30x in Hollywood in a month. 
Hal Reed is the producer. 


Howard's Three Plays 


Hollywood, April 11. 
Upon finishing script of ‘Brothers 


cone 
Cone 
cutting 





los Angeles, 


‘Take the Air,’ 





| 


Karamozoy’ for United Artists, Sid- 
ney Howard goes to New Hampe 


shire to work on three plays. He 
leaves in six weeks, 


Plays are ‘Alien Corn’ for Katha- 


rine Cornell, ‘Yellow Jack’ and ‘Pre- 
Group Theatre, offshoot of the! nez Garde de Ja Peinture,’ French 

Theatre Guild, has two plays lined] play by Fauchois, now running in 

up for next season and will spend | Paris, which Howard will translate 

the summer months prepa ring them. | for Gilbert Miller. 
Plays are ‘Donogcoo’ Bring es Ro- —- - 

mains, and ‘yellow Jack’ by Sydney! CINCY G. 0. H. GOES BACK 

Howard. Gilbert Seldes adapted the | Cincinnati, April 11 

Romains play. 

a The Charles P. Taft estate has 
prnrng back from the Erlanger the- 

re ay Contest ttre interests the 99-year lease on 

‘ | the Grand Opera House, 10 years 

‘hicago, April 11. }of which have expired. The ane 

Ant il to ! of the Dra- | nouncement was made last week hy 

n I ie L e Theatre start | Robert A. Taft, administ tor of 

it the Goodman eatve April 18./ the owning estate, 

Com p epresenting 16| According to Taft, the theatre 
. om ; ! of the ; Will be used for shows sponsored 
ty, . pete ) by Erilangers the remainder of this 
Four 4q ‘ying p to he se- | season. Negotiations reported under 

lected from the } ninarié¢ ] way with both the Erlanger intere 

fight it o for the Drama League | ests and RKO for rental next seae 

prize A 24. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Representatives of Equity and the Authors’ League will get together 
within the next two weeks at the request of Equity for co-operation in 
the interest of actors playing in bond waiver shows. Protection is now 
missing under certain circumstances. Should the associations fail to 
reach an agreement, it is regarded as certain that Equity will consider 
barring all waiver shows. 

Under the present Authors’ League minimum basic contract there is 
a loophole whereby actors in waiver plays can lose rights assigned to 
them by the producers. Equity’s ruling provides that in lieu of salary 
guarantees, waiving managers must assign to the cast 50% of the pro- 
ducers’ half of all film, stock and other rights. 

Two loopholes, recently discovered, are that the play may run less 
than the three weeks required by the league contract for producers to 
establish their equity in film and stock rights; or that even if the play 
runs the required three weeks the producer may fail to pay authors’ 
royalties within the required 10 days and thereby also lose his equity. 
Latter contingency developed with ‘Coastwise Annie’ recently at the 
Belmont, N. Y., and was just discovered in time to allow the producer, 
Edward Gardner, to pay the royalties, thus protecting the cast. 

Equity’s wants authors to agree to cover both these contingencies for 
the protection of casts in this type of production. It is believed Equity 
will point out that if the loopholes aren't stuffed, withdrawal of waiver 
privileges will prohibit a large amount of productions annvally, to the 
loss of the authors. 

Lodewick Vroom is one of the authors’ representatives, 
Holt being one of those who will appear for Equity. 


—_——-—— 





Mrs. Emily 


The Liberty, New York, once prominent in Broadway's legit lineup, 
is abort through. Current colored revue, ‘Blackberries,’ is a twice daily 
affair at $1 top. House was operated for a long time by the late Jack 
Mayer and for the past few years by the estate. Co-lessee (ground rent) 
was the A. L. Erlanger estate and the Lichtenstein estate which has the 
Harlem Opera House. In addition there are a number of other inter- 
ested parties. 

This did not come out until the matter of paying back taxes came up 
and because the lease has less than a year to run they demurred. Noth- 
ing left to do but permit dispossess proceedings which turned the house 
over to Loew's. 

Loew’s purchased the ground several years ago, also the Eltinge site 
next door, Eltinge lease expires next February. Original idea was to 
build a large vaudfilm house on the combined sites. 





Legit will go on the air Thursday (14) on an NBC hookup when after 
dinner speakers will protest the impending admish tax at the Exchange 
Club, N. Y. Henry Moskowitz of the Theatre League has been advised 
the Senate finance committee had set a time between April 18 and 21 
for hearings on the tax measure. 

Speakers against the proposed tax will be Heywood Broun, Arthur 
Hopkins, Harry Hershfield, Daniel Frohman and Wm, Brady among 
others. 





Next season Wm. Harris, Jr., is slated to produce the last play the late 
Edgar Wallace wrote. Just before the writer left New York for Holly- 
wood he stopped off in New York to see Harris. They agreed that the 
last act needed fixing. 

That Harris is to produce the piece makes it appear that the act has 
been mended. Harris left for Europe last week and is expected to visit 
Mrs. Wallace while abroad, 





Barry Townley is presumably the author of ‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ which 
opened at the Belmont last week. Program states the author is R. B. 
Lackey, unknown to show business. It appears that Townley is also the 
producer although the presenter is set down as Allan Cameron Dalzell, 
said to be a press agent. Townley also heads the cast. 

Townley was known as a stock actor in Newark, N. J. For several 
seasons he has promoted shows, some written by himself. 





Ticket specs have been in the lobbies of 42nd street’s two stock bur- 
lesque houses, Republic and Eltinge for some weeks. Ticket sellers hawk 
seats at 50 cents over the b.o. price of $1. 

Specs are licensed, conforming to the state law on the resale of tickets. 
License cost $200. Idea of a lobby resale comes from the lower East 
Side legit houses. There the sellers are generally in the family. 





Judgment secured by Equity against Gene Buck, former producer, for 
$4,833, dates back to 1927 when he produced ‘Take the Air,’ musical at 
the Waldorf, N. Y. 

Amount covers four notes the producer gave a member of the com- 


pany who later assigned them to Equity for collection. Judgment was 
secured last week, 





Helen Menken has the original costumes for ‘Sadie Thompson,’ worn 
by the late Jeanne Eagles. Having been close friends, the feathered 
hat, short dress, etc., were given to Miss Menken by Miss Eagles prior 
to her death. 

Miss Menken just recently received an offer to play ’Rain’ in a New 
York stock company but rejected the offer. 





Eddie Lambert, vaude comedian, is understood to be set as one of the 
leads in the Chicago revival of Lew Leslie’s ‘International Revue.’ Les- 
lie said to be dickering with Lew Hearn also. 


Show slated for the Loop in June when national conventions of both 
parties will be on. 





Information is that the principal reason for the return Broadway book- 
ing of Shuberts’ ‘Experience Unnecessary’ is a contract the firm has with 
Walter Woolf. Rather than pay the actor's salary it was apparently 
decided to bring the piece back, 

There is a cut rate arrangement in effect for the play. 

A defunct corporation is getting a courtesy line in the ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ program, It’s the erstwhile Paramount subsidiary, Ray-Minor 
Corp. and comes from Worthington Minor, of R-M, who directed 
‘Reunion.’ 





Legit oldtimers say that ‘The Decoy’ which opened recently in New 
York, is the same show first tried out in stock between 15 and 20 years 
ago. If that is so it’s a record of some kind. 





Dutch Treat Club’s annual show was held at the Waldorf Astoria Fri- 
day (1) and a ticket spec sketch, by George Kaufman and Mare Con- 
nolly, may land in Max Gordon's summer revue, 





Revue by E. Y. Harburg and Vernon Duke which Norman Bel Geddes 
{s understood to have taken over for production, is the same one Aarons 
& Freedley had on their future list. 





Reva Revyes, originally cast for ‘Hot Cha,’ has a run of the play 
contract. Ziegfeld replaced her with Lupe Velez before the show came 
to town, but Miss Revyes is receiving her $250 regularly. 

Rush to revive légit musicals as tabs has been a break for stock play 
brokers. Sales of the musical rights and the resultant commissions 
coming in plenty handy, 








Shows in Rehear. 
ws in Rehearsal 

‘Coast to Coast’ (Adams), 
Fulton. 

‘Another Language’ (Beck- 
hard), Booth. 

‘Hilton Woman’ (Daly), 
Broadway. 

‘Bulls, Bears, Asses’ (Grop- 
per), Lyceum, 

1,000 Summers’ § (Traube, 
Selwyn), Selwyn. 

‘Broadway Boy’ (Paul), 
Broadhurst. 

‘Growing Pains’ (Mills), 
Little. 

‘Angeline Moves In’ (Fran- 
cisco). 











Geo. Cohan May Re-Buy 
Chi Grand; Shuberts 
Drop Great Northern 


Chicago, April 11. 
Negotiations started last week be- 
tween George M. Cohan and the 
Shubert receivers regarding the 
notes outstanding on the purchase 
of the Grand Opera House here may 
wind up with the actor-manager 
returning to theatre operation in 
Chicago. Cohan is due here this 
week to make an inspection of the 
property and to obtain first-hand in- 
formation on the accumulated taxes. 
Shubert took over the property 
from Cohan six years ago, paying 
down 50% cash of the total purchase 
price, figuring around $1,200,000, and 
arranging for the balance in time 
p2yments. Understood that the down 
payment was practically what the 
building had cost Cohan. 
Past six months the theatre cir- 
cuit has failed to meet the notes due 
on the Grand property, and last 
week the receivers offered Cohan a 
proposition whereby he could regain 
full possession of the spot through 
what was termed ‘a reasonable cash 
payment.’ Coming on with Cohan to 
look over the stand, formerly known 
as the Four Cohans, is Arch Sel- 
wyn. 
Cancellation of the Shubert lease 
on the Great Northern came 
through last week from the circuit’s 
receivers. About six months ago 
the landlords had torn up the origi- 
nal lease and given the Shuberts an- 
other agreement reducing the rent 
from $75,000 to $42,500 a year. Prop- 
erty at the present time is in the 
custody of a federal receiver, Stacey 
Mosser, the assignment being made 
upon the petition of a bondholder 
last December. 
Dropping of the Great Northern 
last week and the Garrick the week 
before, leaves the Shuberts locally 
with the Grand, the Princess and 
the leased Apollo. Princess, dark 
for the past two years, is owned out- 
right by the circuit, though the taxes 
for 1929 and 1930 remain unpaid. 


Seek Dayton, O., Lyric 


For Dramatic Stock 


Dayton, O., April 11. 
Lyric, burlesque, is being sought 
for a summer <eason of stock by 
Mabel Brownell, who operates a 
producing agency in New York. 








Negotiations held up by Miss 
Brownell’s demand for expensive 
renovations, 


House now is occupied by Serclub 
Amusement company, co-op ar- 
rangement of stage hands, musi- 
cians and players, and has been op- 
erating stock burlesque with fair 
success. Lease expires April 16 and 
house will be turned over to Miss 
Brownell if stock plan goes through. 
If not, lease will be renewed for 12 
weeks and burlesque continued. 
Miss Brownetl conducted d@ stock 
company here some years ago for 
eight seasons, herself appearing as 
femme lead, 


Shubert Co. Tour Ends 


Second Shubert production to 
close while touring the past week 
was ‘If Booth Had Missed’ Thurs- 
day (7) in New Haven. 

Show was written by Arthur 
Goodman and won the Columbia U. 
little theatre tournament last year. 
Played three weeks on Broadway, 
nominally produced by Walter 
Hartwig but backed by Shuberts. 








UNION QUITS STOCK 


Des Moines, April 11. 

Union stage hands have been 
withdrawn at the Princess, due to 
the company’s failure to pay a 
week's back wages, according to S. 
A. Searles, union secretary. 

Jack Paige, who with Frances 
Dale, opened the house a few weeks 
ago for 10 weeks, says the union’s 
action won't interfere with the 
house operation. 





Concert 
By Sallie 


Tuesday, April 12, 1939 





Concert for Unemployed 

Leopold Stokowski conducted the 
Symphony Orchestra at the Met in 
aid of the unemployed musicians, 
200 =pilaying. Beethoven's Fifth 
Symphony, with eight horns, four 
trombones, four trumpets, and 
about 20 ’cellos, all massed on the 
right of the audience, and the violas 
and the violins filling tiers on the 
opposite side of the stage. 

Second part was devoted to Wolf 

Ferrari's ‘La Vita Nuova’; the solo- 
ists were Jeanette Vreeland and 
Lawrence Tibbett. There was also 
a choir from St. Paul’s Church, 
Brooklyn, and a chorus from the 
Schola Cantorum. Everett Tutch- 
ings was at the organ and Stuart 
Wille at the piano. 
There was much color in the 
singing and a large audience ap- 
plauded. There will be four more 
concerts by this symphony. 





Negro Recital 
The last concert of the Columbia 
series this season was given in Car- 
negie Hall by Marian Anderson, 
Negro contralto, and the Hall John- 
son group of New York. Miss An- 
derson sang with William King at 
the piano. Her voice has a rich 


resonance. She has been touring 
Europe since heard here two sea. 
sons ago, and shows marked im. 
provement, 

In Mozart’s ‘Hallelujah’ her 
medium and lower registers were 
of much beauty. The Hall Johnson 
Choir, Johnson conducting, and 
Jester Hairston assisting, 
varied program. 

Enthusiastic audience, 


Save a 





The National Orchestral Associa. 
tion played at Carnegie Hall, with 
the enterprising Myra Hess as the 
assisting artist. Her reading of the 
C Minor Beethoven Concerto was 
in her usual skilled manner, 





Fed’s Convention 

New York Federation of Music 
Clubs is holding a three day con. 
vention at the Hotel Victoria, New 
York, discussing inethods for facing 
present day problems of teachers, 
young artists and communities, 

Around 200 delegates are expected 
from all parts of the State, repre. 
senting 220 clubs of the Federation, 
of which Mrs. Etta Hamilton Mor. 
ris of Brooklyn, is president. Dr, 
Russell Carter, State Supervisor of 
Music, Albany, will be the principal 
speaker at the first luncheon. 





quality, with good phrasing and 
Producers Through 


(Continued from page 33) 
route amount to almost 20% for the 
trip. This reduces an act whose 
salary is $1,000 on the books to 
$800 to cover everything, including 
$80 for commission. 

Using the average five people 
turn, with a $700 salary list as a 
model, the comedy act producers 
estimate the original production 


cost to be around $1,300 on the 
following basis: 

Scenery and Costumes....... $1,000 
Rehearsal Hall (2 wks.)..... 56 
Piano Player .. 
Orchestrations ..ccosesessecee 200 


eeeeeeeeeeneee 56 





$1,312 


Nothing is allowed for the pro- 
ducers’ time or effort and there is 
no advance guarantee that bookings 
will follow. If a route is obtained 


at $1,000, the estimated average 
weekly expense, itemized, runs 
thusl ; 


Cuts ae i geee ba dvasebendeaeesi cee 
Commission (10%) weseseessree 80 
DOPOD 4occccicccedersenessecace Fe 
Baggage 
Authors’ Royalty .cccscceseesce 50 
Actors’ Salaries .cccsccesseeee 560 


ee 


Total Coat cceccccsccccccedcEaee 


The producers’ weekly profit is 
$10. A route of 131 weeks would 
be necessary to return the c-iginal 
investment without allowing for a 
profit. If the producer is also his 
own agent, the $40 (5%) agent's 
commish would give him $50 a week, 
which would necessitate 26 weeks 
before the investment is covered. 
RKO can't issue contracts for more 
than 45 weeks at the utmost, 


Above figures provide that the ac- 
tors agree to accept the 20% cuts 
imposed on the western time. Most 
comedy act producers have their 
people under contract at full salary, 
usually guaranteeing 35 weeks 
There is no other way of assuring 
that once obtained capable peo- 
ple can be retained. 


@eereesreeeerereeereseeeeee 25 


Quick Profit Necessary 


In the old days comedy act pro- 
ducers were willing to take a loss 
for several months, since the two 
or three years of time available as- 
sured recovery of investment and 
a profit later on. This is no longer 
possible. The modern necessity is 
for a quick profit or none, 


Flash act producers are simi- 
larly affected, although not to such 
an extent. The production cost is 
the same, unless the stager goes 
to the warehouse for scenery and 
costumes, but the lesser expense is 
in the salary end, with most flashes 
composed of low salaried specialty 
people, But with flash act salaries 
trimmed proportionately and $1,000 
an unobtainable amount for the av- 
erage flash nowadays, this branch 
of producing also looks through ex- 
cepting as a small time existence. 


If necessary, say the producers, 
they can produce acts for any fig- 
ure required, down to $250—but they 
won't say that these acts would be 
playable, 








SEVEN SUMMER STOCKS 
NOW IN SIGHT FOR L. | 


Prudential Theatres, Long Island 
film circuit, is starting a week cir- 
cult of dramatic stock with four 
stands. In addition four other indie 
stocks are set for the Island, and 
several more are in the making. 

Prudential troupe, which went 
into organization last week, will 
play Easthampton, Southampton 
and Patchogue eack for one night, 
and finish the week on a three-day 
stand at Bayside, where headquar- 
ters will be established. 

Film company’s Southampton 
troupe will have opposition at 
Southampton, where George Haight 
and Henry Potter will operate a 
stock company for their sixth sut- 
cessive year. H-P stand has been 
a money maker since its start. 

Long Beach will get a musical 
troupe, being formed now by a new 
corporation. Resort had a tune 
stock two years ago, but none since. 
Two other L. I. stock stands, both 
indies, will be established at Locust 
Valley by Charles Hinton, and near 
Montauk by John Harkrider. A 
number of other resorts are being 
mentioned as possible summer stock 
sites in addition to the seven forms 
ing. 

Prudential expected to open its 
circuit April 18 at Patchogue, going 
to the two Hamptons and winding 
up at Bayside. Vaudefilm policy will 
fill out the open time. 








Lunts-Coward in ’33 


Announcement was made that 
Max Gordon will present Lynn Fon- 
tanne, Alfred Lunt and Noel Cow- 
ard in the latter’s comedy, ‘Design 
For Living,’ but the presentation 
riay not occur for nearly a year. 
First two named players are not 
expected to be free until well after 
next New Year's. 

Miss Fontanne and Lunt are in 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ at the Beck, 
until July 1 or longer. After the 
stars have a vacation they will tour 
in ‘Vienna.’ 


Wilcox’s Syracuse Co. 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 11. 

Frank Wilcox, veteran of in- 
numerable stock seasons at both the 
Empire and the Wieting, will re- 
turn to the Syracuse Rialto, via the 
Dewitt theatre, next Monday 498 
head of a new Wilcoxian organiza- 
tion, sponsored by Sanford Skinner 
of New York. 

Players signed include Ruth 
Easton and Butler Hixon, leads, and 
Dorothy Lord, Joseph Crehan, 
Elaine Melchoir and Wesley Givens: 

The company opens within 10 
days from the time decision waS 
reached to locate in Syracuse, it 18 
understood. 








‘Scandals’ Sets Detroit 
Detroit, April 11. 

George White has leased th¢ 
State for two weeks in May for 
‘Scandals.’ 

House has been dark for oi 
months, controlled by Pubilh 
House seats 3,000. 
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Bway Legit Slump Cancels Spring 
Boom as 32 Season Wanes Early 








ee 
+ 
Drop in Broadway grosses last| fore; all performances capacity; 
week was equal to the climb during | over $30,500. 
Easter week, matinee trade espe- ‘Reunion in Vienna, Beck (22a 
cially being off. Previously there | week) (C-1,168-$3). Leads non-mu- 
had been a climb in trade, but the | sicals; last week not greatly under 
end of the ae aa is sight, ) Easter pace; gross topped $20,000. 
jonth or more earlier than usual. aes wir a 
= Another indication of the waning Brag en Fad ng pt: pear — 
ason is the production crop of - yl rile ssnppelieen: ss o run 
se rs and that they are being out season; only mystery comedy to 
pono ol aaieed off ~ A no . éle- make grade this season; $12,000. 
rom é as : \ ‘ ai! 
+ sae of surprise. Two of last ‘Springtime for _ Henry,’ Bijou 
week’s trys stopped suddenly and | (18th week) (F-605-$3). Slid off 
that opened the previous| with a rainy Saturday blamed for 


a pair 
week folded. 
list has a minimum 
seven being flops. 
Attention was drawn last week 
by the Guild's ‘Too True To Be 
Good,’ Shaw's newest. Notices were 
better than anticipated and the en- 
gagement should extend beyond the 
subscription period of five weeks. 
Takings topped $16,000. ‘Angels 
Don’t Kiss’ was closed after five 
days at the Belmont; ‘Housewarm- 
ing’ stopped after three days at the 
Hopkins; ‘Blackberries,’ a _ dollar 
top colored show, ope ned at the 
Liberty, playing twice daily. 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ ends 
a good run of 24 weeks, touring 
from the Alvin next Saturday; 
‘Vanities’ closed a 32-weeks’ en- 
gagement at the 44th Street, Satur- 


The present closing 
of 10 shows, 


day, a week ahead of schedule; 
additional closings on that day: 
‘we Are No Longer Children,’ 
Booth; ‘Black Souls,’ Provincetown; 


‘The Decoy’ was taken off at the 
Royale last Thursday (7); ‘A Night 
With Barrie’ (revivals) stopped 
earlier in the week at the Play- 
house. Doubtful after this week 
are ‘Happy Landing,’ 46th Street; 
‘Money In The Air,’ Ritz; ‘Child 
of Manhattan,’ Cort, and ‘Intimate 
Relations, Ambassador, while sev- 
eral others may stop, too. 

Due next week: ‘The Blue Bird’ 
(Russian revue), Cort; ‘Merry Go 
Round,’ Cort; ‘That Hilton Woman’ 
and ‘Growing Pains,’ house un- 
named. 

Estimates For Last Week 

‘Angels Don’t Kiss,’ 3elmont. 
Taken off last Saturday; played five 
days. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (10th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Moderate money 
success expected to last into June; 
in front because of picture money 
but some profit at $9,000 last week. 


‘Bloodstream,’ Times Square (3d 
week) (D-1,057-$3). Heavy drama; 
no strength but may stay for time; 
estimated around $3,500 last week. 

‘Border-Land,’ Biltmore (3d week) 
(D-1,000-$3). One of several shows 
where pass money figures in the 
slim grosses; claimed an improve- 


ment; maybe $3,000. 
‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (27th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Should go 


into warm weather as indicated by 
agency sales; operetta has field to 
itself; last week about $22,000. 


‘Child of Manhattan,’ Cort (7th 
week) (C-1,043-$3). Notice posted; 
aided by cut rates, business around 
$5,000; ‘The Blue Bird,’ Russian 
revue, due next week. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,” 
(24th week) (C-1,041-$3). 
tapering last week with 
under Easter week as 
$17,000 last week. 

‘Cynara,’ Shubert 
(CD-1,395-$3). Cut 
holding this one in; 
still making 
$10,000. 


‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(9th week) (M-1,720-$5.50). Slipped 
$3,000 last week, but topped $37,000; 
running second to ‘Hot-Cha,’ which 


has more money capacity at Zieg- 
feld. 


‘Foreign Affairs,’ Avon (1st week) 
(C-830-$3). Presented independent- 
ly (Ben Kamsler and Lester Fuller); 
written by Paul Hervey Fox: opens 
Wednesday (13). 

‘Happy Landing,’ 
week) (CD-1,413-$3). Probable final 
week; little except from cut rates 
With last week’s gross under $4,000. 


Plymouth 
General 
matinees 
expected; 


(24th week) 
rate support 
women’s show 
some money; around 


46th St. (3rd 


‘Hot-Cha,’ Ziegfeld (6th week) 
(M-1,622-$5.50). Musical leader 
Strongest in agencies: somewhat 
under Easter level with gross 


around $44,000. 


‘Intimate Relations,” Ambassador 
(3rd week) (C-1,200-$3). All sorts 
of cut rates used and may stop any 
time. 

‘Left Bank,’ 


Little (28th week) 
(D-539-$3). 


Operating at moderate 
money by means of arrangement 
With cast: was listed to tour, but 
Stay indefinite; about $5,000. 
“Money in the Air,’ Ritz (6th week) 
(D- 945- =). Probably will blow this 


week; may be $2,000 last week; 
money, 


pass 


‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Alvin 
(24th week) (D-1,327-$1). Final 
week; Zo0es on tour with Boston 
first stand out; picked up materially 
when last weeks were anonunced: 
three capacity shows last week, over 
$16,000. Ys 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Music Box (16th 
week) (M-1.000- $5 50). Had more 
andee trade last week than be- 





most of the drop; a bit under $7,500 
but still some profit. 

‘Take My Tip,’ 48th St. (1st week) 
(C-969-$3). Presented independently 
(Mack Hillard); written by Nat 
Dorfman; variously reported at 
Brooklyn showing last week; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,? Empire 
(14th week) (C-1,099-$3). Moved 
here from Broadhurst; less capacity 


and an $18,000 gross considered ex- 
cellent. 

‘The Decoy,’ Royale. Withdrawn 
Thursday last week; played one 
week. 


‘The Laugh Parade.’ Imperial (23d 
week) (C-1,235-$4.40). Trying to 
figure a way to keep going after 
Ed Wynn starts radio contract; did 
very well last week at $24,000. 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Miller 
(9th week) (C-946-$3). Just as 
strong here as at Empire where it 
moved from last week; at $15,000 
close to full capacity. 

‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ Morosco 
(6th week) (C-893-$3). Claimed im- 
provement last week to about $5,500, 
but under expectations. 

‘Too True to Be Good,’ Guild (2d 
week) (C-914-$3). Critics rather 
kindly to G. B. Shaw’s windy play; 
first week with subscriptions vir- 
tual capacity at $16,000. 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Cohan (9th 
week) (C-914-$3). Mystery play of 
the better kind that has been get- 


ting modest money; $5,000 or a bit 
over, 
‘Vanities,’ 44th St. Engagement 


cut one week; closed Saturday after 
32 weeks; may tour later. 

‘We Are No Longer Children,’ 
Booth, Taken off Saturday; played 
one week and half. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (13th week) (D-1,090-$3). Has 
not had a losing week; moderate 
money success at about $8,000 last 
week, 

Other Attractions 

‘Truth About Blades,’ Belasco; re- 
vival; opened Monday. 

‘The Tree, Park Lane (63d Street); 
opens tonight. 

Night With Barrie, Playhouse; 
withdrawn suddenly early last week. 

Housewarming,’ Hopkins; stopped 


after three days. 
‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Na- 
tional; repeat for cut rates only. 
Guerreo-Mendoza Players; New 
Yorker; Spanish dramas. 
‘Blackberries,’ Liberty; pop col- 


ored musical. 


Barrie Night Folds 


The revival of ‘Alice Sit By The 
Fire,’ and ‘An Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals,’ billed ‘A Night With Bar- 
rie,’ with Laurette Taylor, came to 
an abrupt halt at the Playhouse 
after Monday night last week. In- 
disposition on the part of the star 
finally cancelled the _ attraction, 
after the supporting cast was ready 
to go on Tuesday evening and 
Wednesday matinee. 

William A. Prady presented the 
revival. The players filed claim for 
a week’s salary, but it was in- 
dicated that Miss Taylor would 
take care of the claims. The star 
missed a performance earlier in the 
engagement and is reported having 
obligated herself to the manager, 
should salary claims arise for sub- 
sequent sudden closing on her ac- 
count. 


Stage for Film Players 


3elle Bennett is set as the lead in 
‘Devotion,’ Elliott Lester play Wal- 
ter Brooks is producing for a tryout 
Priestly Morrison will stage. 

Jacqueline Logan, pictures, goes 
into cast of ‘Coast to Coast,’ radio 
satire John T. Adams, new, is pro- 
ducing. Placed by Jenie Jacobs. 


SCHLICK SELLS 2D PLAY 


Fred Schlick, 27-year-old play- 
wright who wrote ‘Bloodstream,’ 
current at the Times Square, N. Y., 
has sold another play, “The Man 
Who Broke His Heart,’ to A. H. 
| tremdie for next season, 

Under the title ‘Como Murphys 
Caro] Sax had the play for produ: 
tion earlier this season Woods’ | 
version is a revised one jis a s@a 


play 


‘Pastures’ Does $25,000, 
Minn. Stock in a Slump 


Minneapolis, April 11. 

‘Green Pastures’ built up strongly 
as the week progressed at the 
Metropolitan and the attraction 
finished to around $25,000 at $3 top. 
Walter Hampden in ‘Cyrano’ in for 
three nights and two matinees this 
week. 

Two-for-one’s were a help to the 





Bainbridge stock, offering ‘Louder 
Please’ but the total takings were 
only around $2,700 Bad. This 
week, new prize play, ‘Parody,’ first 
time on any stage. 

After a great wind-up week with 
Hinda Wausau burlesque at the 
Gayety slumped. Wausau drew in 
nearly $6,000. This week only $3,000 
with a revue. 


BOSTONIANS, HUB’ 5 SOLE 
MUSICAL, GET $14,000 


Boston, April 11. 
at the Opera House, 
musical in town, con- 
another week. Business 
has picked up and the Bostonians 
have delayed presenting ‘Countess 
Maritza’ for another week. 

The return on the Irish Players at 





‘New Moon’ 
and the only 
tinues for 


the Hollis and George M. Cohan in 
‘Confidential Service’ at the Tre- 
month mark the only events in the 


town’s legit calendar. 
and ‘Hay Fever’ are 
second and third stanza, 
Majestic was withdrawn. 
Last Week Estimates 
‘New Moon,’ Opera House, 


‘The Ringer’ 
staying a 
‘Irene’ at 


second 


week grossed $14,000. 
‘Irene,’ Majestic, never got going 


About $10,000. 


‘Hay Fever,’ Plymouth, second 


week, took $10,500, warranting a 
third week. 

‘The Ringer,’ Wilbur, mystery 
drama stays a second week, 


WHAT CO-OPS GET 
Rochester, April 11. 

Auditorium Players are operating 
on a commonwealth basis. Russell 
Hicks gets a salary, but all the 
others get a percentage of the net 
profit, if any. 

Manager Edwards has booked in 
road production of ‘Crazy Quilt’ for 
one night. Show was passed up 
by the Lyceum as more suggestive 
than ‘Scandals,’ and that brought 
plenty of criticism. 








Engagements 


Hal Skelly, Lulu 
~“ords and Music.’ 
Ann Lee Patterson, 


McConnell, 


‘Show Boat.’ 


Betty Real, Vivian Foster, ‘Hot 
Cha.’ 

Clarence Bellaire, Irene Shirley, 
Alice Randolph, David MHerbin, 


Maurice Barrett, Edith Broder, 
Blair, ‘Coast to Coast.’ 
Lawrence O’Brien, Kermit Mur- 


Tony 


doch, ‘Merry Go Round.’ 
John Beal, Iren Cattell, ‘Another 
Language.’ 


Helen Morgan, ‘Show Boat.’ 

Jane Cowl, Franchot Tone, Jose- 
phine Hull, Thos. Findlay, Flora 
Sheffield, Stuart Casey, Marion 
Avenson, Florence Edney (complete 
cast), ‘1,000 Summers.’ 

Edna Archer Srawford with Wil- 
liam Faversham; stock, Montclair, 
N. J. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Bernard ‘Another 
Language.’ 


Dick Maney 


Simon p. a. 


y replacing Milton Rai- 


son publicity for ‘Warrior's Hus- 
band.’ 
John Curtis p. a. ‘Man Who 


Changed His Name.’ 


VARIETY 





Loop Droops Badly; Five Combined 
Theatre Grosses Total Only $42,500 





‘Hotel,’ $10,000; Jolson 


+ 


| 
| 
j 


$22,000 Wallop Frisco — 


San Francisco, April 11. 

Al Jolson's single week at the Cu 
ran in ‘Wonder Bar’ brought vir 
tual capacity for the outstandin 
business of the town House now 
dark, 

Grand Hotel’ bows out the 
Geary after six excellent weeks and} 
‘Let Us Divorce’ omes in Tuesday 
(12). 

Third and final week of Colleen 
Moore in ‘Church Mouse’ was okay 
for the Alcazar. Charlotte Green- 
wood in Sunday (10) in ‘Alarm 


Clock,’ prices being lowered to $1.25 
top. ‘Merchant of Venice’ at Colum- 
bia tonight (11). 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Church Mouse,’ Alcazar (35th and 
final week) (C-1,600-$1.50). Okay 
at $6,000. Charlotte Greenwood next 


‘Grand Hotel,’ Geary (6th and last 


week) (D-1,700-$2.50). Great run 
and business held up better than 
any ’Frisco legit in some _ time; 
$10,000. 

‘Wonder Bar,’ Curran (1st and 
only week) (M-1,200-$3). Near-ca- 
pacity with $22,000. Jolson in only 
for one week. 

‘Fresh Faces’, intimate revue, will 


be presented next month by Pat 
Leonard. To include 12 principals 
and six dancing ;' ls. 


‘Blue Dove,’ musical, with Carl 
Bartfelt on the book and Wm. Heag- 
new writing the music, will be pro- 
duced by Hyman Adler, who will 
take the lead himself. Mexican 
backing following new  bullfight 
cycle. 

‘Broadway Boy,’ Barton Slater 
producing, is in rehearsal. Play is 
by Wallace Manheimer and Isaac 





Paul. Cast includes Clarence Der- 
went, Roberta Beatty, Consuello 
Flowerton and Allan Brooks, 

‘Lily,’ by Frances and Phillip Dun- 
ning for production next season by 
Dunning and George Abbott, 
staging. Wm. Harris, jr., gave 
play a tryout this season. 

‘Love Me,’ an adaptation from Ger- 
man original of Rudolph Eger and 
Franz Lehar, is announced for sum- 
mer by Leon De Costa. Operetta 
calls for cast of six, but a choir of 
40 is scheduled. 


the 





SHOCKER FOR LIVERIGHT 
Hollywood, April 71. 
Martin Mooney and Patrick 
Kearney, who were writing at Uni- 
versal, have sold ‘Life and Death’ to 


Horace Liveright for fall produc- 
tion, 
Play is a shocker. 


‘Relations’ Pay Cut 
Cast of ‘Intimate Relations’ at 
the Ambassador, N. Y., has 
cepted a 25% cut. 
Blanche Ring, star, 


ac- 





on percentage. 





Grace George, $6,000, Tops L. A.; 








j 


Maude Adams, Three Days, $5,200 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
Best the town could do last week 
was ‘irst Mrs. Fraser’ at an even 
$6,000, which is near bottom for the 
Belasco and Grace George. 
At the Biltmore, the Maude 


Adams-Otis Skinner ‘Merchant of 
Venice,’ in for four 


$3 top, did an estimated business of 





$5,200. Revival was billed for a full 
week, but was later cut to three 
days and opened on Thursday with 
a mat on Saturday. Most of the 
business came from the old-timers 
who remembered when, and_ the 
high school and college boys and 
girls. 

‘Murdered Alive’ and ‘Springtime 
for Henry both nicked off $4,500 
| Former at the one-time picture 
house, the arth failed to wet any 
attention Imatter 3 with kdward 
Everett Hortom in its fifth week at 
the Hollyv playhouse dropped 
about two gr 1 under the previous 
week, 


‘Square Joe E. Brown 





performances at} 


piece at the Ke] Capitan hung around 
$5,000, which has been averace for 
the run. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Merchant of Venice,’ Biltmore (5 


days) (D-1,656-$3). Took away $5 
200 for the short stay. No adver- 
tising other than quiet newspapei 
announcements, 

‘Murdered Alive,’ Carth: Cirele 
(24 week) (D-1,500-$1). A lrmitted 


a mistake 
this outlys 


putting this creeper 
house Taice of $4,506 


ing 


latter 


Chicago, April 11. 
Interest in legit seemed last week 
o have reached its lowest point for 
the season. Of trade conventions 
ere were practically none and the 
egit mob had only the local sources 
ito depend on. Only alibi on tap is 
the primary elections campaigning, 
big, free gaudy show in itself, in 
town Where they take their poli 
S seriously. It will be all ove 
row (12), and the managerial 
re hoping. 

ast stanza opened with a thud 
jand stayed that way until the final 
two days of the week. Hardest 
thumping of all was dealt out to 
‘Everybody's W elcome’ at the 
Apollo. Musical the previous week 
had rolled up a juicy $25,000, but 
final tally Saturday night (9) 
showed less than $17,000. Only 








into} 


-onsiderable unGcer the nut. 
‘Springtime for ay Peete Hollywood 
Playhouse (5th week) (C-1,152-$2) 
About the end of its stay Dropped 
to $4,590. Low for Horton. 
‘Square Crooks,’ Fl Capitan (3d 
week) (C-1,103-$1.50) lHieavy mats 
but peor nights; $5,00% for the week 
abo ut averat 
‘First ‘dosyg re (24 week) (C- 
1,193-$2.50). Flopped to $6.000 } 
most a low bee feo t howe 
i eS Satu day 


thing that saved this one from clip- 


ping its stay down to another week 
was that advance sales were a little 
encouraging. Slump here threw 


the Shubert minds into a huddle on 
the advisalibity of cut-rating the 
show, but it was finally decided to 
let it ride as is for another week. 


‘Counsellor-at-Law’ was thrown 


for another half-grand loss, hitting 
a new low at around $8,000. Legal 
whirligig is slated to stay at le: ast 
until May 9, when Helen Hayes in 
‘The Good Fairy’ is scheduled to 
replace it at the Selwyn. ‘Counsel- 


lor’ co-producer, and Crosby 
operator of the house, 
under advisement a 
revise the 
without 


Gaige, 
have now 
suggestion to 
evening scale downward 
resorting to cut-rates. 
Hold Zombie In 

Signing of the thriller by Bala- 
ban & Katz for a tab version at 
the Oriental, starting April 22, pro- 
longed the stay of ‘Zombie’ at the 
Adelphi another week. Production 
was due to pull out last Saturday 
night (9), but the producer, anxious 
to hang on pending the picture 
house entry, made a new deal with 
the legit stand that guaranteed the 
latter against loss. Understanding 
with Publix is that the shocker is 
not to be publicized by it until the 


day of the Adelphi closing. Busi- 
ness at the legit spot last week 
didn’t get started until Friday 


night, with the take 
than $4,500. 


registering less 


With the running time cut by 
more than a half hour, ‘The Blue 
Mask,’ at the Grand last week, 


started to get substantial play from 
the two-for-one element. But not 
enough during the operetta’s second 
week to put it on a paying basis. 
Less than $8,500, 

Shubert revival ran into another 
union jam last week, when Equity 
here found out that the May Wirth 
equestrian troupe were working in 
the show without membership cards. 
Miss Wirth countered the request 
that she join the union with the 
argument that she and her people 
didn't speak a line in the show and 
that hers was and always has been 
strictly a circus act. Initiation fee 
of $50 per person in the Wirth 
troupe (three men and three wom- 
en) was far more, she further con- 
tended, than they expected to net 
from the engagement. 

Nothing penctied to premiere the 
eurrent week. Coming Sunday (17) 
brings Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano’ 
into the Blackstone on a single 
week’s ticket. Katherine Cornell's 

jarretts of Wimpole Street’ bows 
into the Harris the day following 
for a fortnight. 

‘Louder Please’ stays another week 
at the Woods, making it three in- 
stead of the two originally slated. 
Closes April 23 and will be followed 


by ‘A Church Mouse’ Sunday (24), 
with Louise Groody and Ernest 
Glendenning. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Blue Mask,’ Grand (2d week) (O- 
1,360; $3)—Figured nowhere the 


first half of the week, but the sub- 
sequent inflow of cut-rate cards 
gave it around $8,500 for the week. 
Show has had flock of doctoring 
since its opening, but the past 
pace wasn't sufficient to 
financially around the 


week's 
bring it 
ner, 
‘Counsellor- at-Law,’ 
week) (C)-1,086; $3) 
at the sliced scale, 
Perked up on the evening per- 
formance toward the end of the 
wee) with the final tally failing to 
much more than $8,000. 
‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ 
(6th week) (D-603; $3) 
than $4,500, but stil] 


Colre- 


Selwyn (9th 
Matinees, 
even slid off bad- 


Play- 
Off 


un- 


" 
house 
to less 


worrie ad. 


‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Apollo (2d 


week) (M-1,443; $3)—Hit the tohog- 
gan to the tune of seven grand, 
emerging from the week with a 
deeply carmined $17,000. Advance 
gives it a streak of hope for the 
current lap. 

‘Zombie, Adelphi (4th week) 
(—)-1.1040 $3) Slouched oft to 

near washout at the beginning 
of the week. Clipped sales by the 
eoupor piled up enough silve: the 
ast two days to call it better than 
$4.50060 Mivstery fades out of here 
Saturday 17) Next entry not set, 


a 


hes 
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VARIETY 


Plays on 


Broadway 





Too True to Be Good 


in three acts by Bernard Shaw 
presented at the Guild April 4 by the 
‘heatre Guild; sixth and final production 
of season; staged by Leslie Banks. 


Comedy 


The Monster.....-+scecees eeeses Julius Evans 
The Elderly Lady....e...+-Minna Phillips 
The Doctor....ccscccceces ---Alex Clark, Jr. 
The Patient...er+. o60008 «..-Hope Williams 
The Nurs@...scecserecesees Beatrice Lillie 
The Burglar....-+-+++.¢ scoececedenee Sinclair 
Colenel Tallboys, V.C., Ernest Cossart 
Private MeeK...-.-+e++s eee ckO0 G. ¢ arroli 
Sergeant Fielding...-«- .-Frank Shannon 





Elder. .cccocvece eccoceees Claude Rains 


Bernard Shaw, without the 
George, according to the program, 
Ireland’s leading contributor to the 
wit of the stage, presented the The- 
atre Guild with a casting problem 
along with his 30th play. First 
night view here proved it more 
diverting than indicated from the 
reports from Boston where it was 
first shown. Its engagement should 
extend quite beyond the subscrip- 
tion period. Mi 

The title arrests attention. Em- 
phasis upon the first two words of 
‘Too True to Be Good’ conveys the 
idea that the grizzled critic and 
commentator didn’t think it was so 
hot. Either the Guild or the au- 
thor ordered the parenthisized no- 
tation: ‘A collection of stage ser- 
mons by a Fellow of The Royal So- 
cietv of Literature.’ That rather 
beat other critics to it, so far as 
taking a shot at the long, sermon- 
istic speeches which supply no little 
aridity to the performance. 

Shaw’s newest writing is remind- 
ful of a couple of professional 
boxers who eye the time clock and 
get into real action in the last min- 
ute of each round. He works his 
palaver up just that way, with bril- 
liant shafts arousing the auditors 
to rather keen pleasure. 

Guild seems to have solved the 
casting handicap by engaging Bea- 
trice Lillie and Hope Williams for 
the feminine leads. Miss Lillie with 
that funny walk and antic way, 
clowns when she gets the chance. 
That isn’t over often for she and 
most of the others must be still, 
while the lengthy speeches are de- 
livered. Miss Williams, a come- 
dienne of a different type has her 
moments, too, lively and quiescent. 
But her long-striding walk is out 
for the reason that for two acts she 
masquerades as a native Egyptian 
boy with a funny short skirt. Ex- 
posed thereby are Miss Williams 
rangy legs, pins that are not sym- 
metrical nor exactly girlish either. 

First act, Miss Williams is abed 
with the measles. She is the 
pampered daughter of a wealthy 
wilow and though unusually strong 
for a girl she must remain under 
strict attention, mostly because of 
the rattle-brained mother. The new 
night nurse (Miss Lillie) roughs the 
patient about and announces a male 
friend is calling. She explains the 
caller, who arrives via the window, 
has the objective of stealing the 
girl's pearl necklace. The burglar 
is an attractive, intelligent fellow 
who declares he is an ordained 
clergyman who would rather pilfer. 
He proposes adventure to the girl 
who has suddenly become cured— 
they are to sell the pearls and scoot 
to a foreign land, leaving word the 
girl has been kidnapped and there- 
fore a ransom is demarded. And 
so the trio departs, the phoney 

nurse, the burglar and the girl who 
thinks she loves the ex-parson. A 


The 





character outlandishly garbed as a 
microbe, speaks the first act cur- 
tain line, to the effect that the play 
is practically over and for the rest 
of the time, they will talk about it. 
That’s nearly true. 
An expeditionary 
forth by Britain to find the kid- 
napped girl That brings into the 
picture a fussy colonel who devotes 
his time to water colors, a private 
so efficient that he handles the 
whole force (formerly an officer, he 
had resigned, tired of the small talk 
at the officers mess) and a sergeant. 
Mother finally arrives on the scene 
and is such a pest that the colonel 
bashes her on the head with his 


force is sent 
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umbrella. She later admits it was 
coming to her and thanks him. The 
colonel is careful to say he wasn’t 
sorry he bashed her, but had mere- 
ly apologized. 

And so to the finale. The nurse 
who bragged she was once true to 
the burglar-parson for 10 whole 
days, departs to wed the sergeant. 
The rich girl exits with mother, her 
idea being to establish a sisterhood 
in some secluded place. Left alone 
is the youthful burglar-parson who 
must go on preaching night and day 
‘although I have nothing to say.’ 
Shaw has been writing plays over 
a span of 47 years. He has been 
ironic and satiric over many issues 
and most of them seem to be re- 
vived more or less again in ‘Too 
True to Be Good.’ He has some- 
thing to say about the practice of 
medicine, politics, religion, love, sex, 
marriage and particularly war. He 
is just as bitter against combat as 
ever and probably more so, He has 
his young preacher, who cried all 
the night when as an aviator he 
dropped bombs on a sleeping vil- 
lage, savy: ‘I am a clergyman with 
neither bible nor creed. Both were 
struck from my hands by war.’ The 
sergeant exclaims: ‘We didn’t kill 
the right people. We didn’t even 
kill the wrong people in 1914. We 
were innocents killing each other.’ 
There is a too prosaic reference to 
war as ‘iron lightning.’ 

There is a line at one point which 
few American authors would attempt 
and probably no other manager. It 
refers to the three leads as ‘human 
fertilizers.’ 

Hugh Sinclair is the burglar-par- 
son, a clear spoken English player. 
His smooth rendition of long 
speeches is a credit to his training. 
Ernest Cossart as the colonel, Leo 
G. Carroll as the all-knowing pri- 
vate, Frank Shannon as the ser- 
geant and Claude Rains, an atheist 
who appears in the last act are all 
real actors. Rains was hesitant at 
times, usually at the start of his 
declarations. However, he had less 
rehearsing than the others, having 
entered the show after closing in 
‘The Moon in the Yellow River’ 
which shut down only two days 
prior to the Shaw play’s premiere, 
The author makes no claims for 
his play, but this master of words 
makes it well worth viewing, or 
hearing. bee, 


HOUSEWARMING 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Charles Hopkins theatre by Ann Ayres; 
written by Gilbert Kmery; Katherine Wil- 
son featured; staged by Pauline Frederick. 
Sarah Fuller ...... eeeeeeeeClare Woodbury 
Alfred JOy ...eseseveceseeesseCorbet Moris 
Anne Gregory sescceseeeees Regina Wallace 
Olive Drengle ...eeseeee++--Kleanor Shaler 
Sam Gregory ....sescee+eeeses- Richard Hale 


Salem Hipple ......s.e0-- ..-Frank Conlan 
ee WED. 6.00.6 6006406 ». Beverly Sitgreaves 
Edward Sedgewick .......Louis Jean Heydt 
Mary Sedgwick ..........Katherine Wilson 
Martha Sedgwick ......+++.-Molly Pearson 





Ann Ayres, who guided the pub- 
licity of a number of shows, bowed 
in modestly as manager’ with 
‘Housewarming, but untortunately 
luck was hardly with her. The new 
play isn't nearly as funny as it 
might have read and its chances are 
quite slim. 

Gilbert Emery, who has a success 
or so to his credit, appears to have 
written this play with his left hand. 
The idea was doubtless based on 
disagreeable wedding presents from 
some domineering member of the 
family who cannot be snubbed. Of 
course, it is that New England pig- 
headedness that involves two young 
people in a senseless quarrel, But 
it happens not to result in stage di- 
version. 

The story is a minor tragedy ofa 
red piano, which term is rather an 
alternate title. Ned and Mary Sedg- 
wick return from a three months’ 
honeymoon in Paris, where she was 
brought up. Her forebears are of 
the Woollcotts, and in this Connecti- 
cut town that family and the Sedg- 
| wicks have had differences of opin- 
|ion for generations. Once a Sedg- 
wick insisted on painting the new 
schoolhouse red and the leading 

Woolleott of the time just up and 
burned the place down. 

That gives Mary an idea. 





Their 
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OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 
WOODS STOCK 


(‘Louder Please’) 


Chicago, April 5. 

Comedy in three acts by Norman Krasna. 
Directed by Harry Minturn, and presented 
at the Woods, Chicago, 
Allen West. ccccccccccccccec mari McDonald 
Ruth. .cecse eccccccoocecccoscss Enid Markey 
Kathryn Block. ssecsesess-+--J0an Winters 
Herbert White. ccescsescesFrank M. Thomas 
Eddie Maney. cocccoccscesss Vincent Dennis 
Snitz GuMble, sceccececes++++> Bob Blakeslee 
Kendall King. .ceceesss Walter Scott Weeks 
Polly Madison...eees.,Francelia Waterbury 


BIGIMIO. ss cvonece eeeceesessess Earl Jamison 
Frederick Garrett.cceees.George Blackwood 
George Brody...ccesseseses.-.-Dillon Deasy 
Charlie Harris. .cscsescoess. Ben MacQuarrie 
Bailey....ccec eee eseneteeeseses Leo Curley 
Santa Claus.....e.« Tot) Tee eee Tom Post 


Herman Schneider. cecccecess+Curt Benisch 
After a series of changing poli- 
cies, this cross-roads spot is back 
to legit, this time stock. In the 
past two years it has zig-zagged 
from straight run flickers to bur- 
leycue stock. 

Present legit stock is being bank- 
rolled by the building operator, 
Aaron Jones, and managed by his 
son, Aaron Jones, Jr. In with the 
house as backstage head and pro- 
ducer is Harry Minturn, for many 
years established locally as legit 
stock man. The venture brings a 
new low for present-day legit 
prices. Rates are down on the 
board at $2 top, ranging down to 
75c. But since there are two-for- 
one tickets, that means the rates 
are sliced in half all the way down 
the list, which figures at $1 top, 
even on the holidays, when the pic- 
ture houses in the loop charge only 
15c less than this legit arena. 

At present it means that there 
are two stock companies in the loop, 
this and the Shubert musical at- 
tempt at the Grand, where ‘Blue 
Mask’ is servirg as the initial of- 
fering. Also reported that another 
loop stock is being planned, for the 
Majestic. To be musical comedy 
revivals, and likely to be a try to 
convert ’em to tab form for the pic- 
ture houses in the midwest. 

House has an excellent company 
here, and with the proper choice 
of material, there’s no reason why 
they shouldn't be able to crash 
through to decent profits. Initial 
play, ‘Louder Please,’ is an example 
of poor picking. This is not a 
statement against the worth of the 
play, per se. It’s a fast, snappy 
piece, played for all it’s worth by 
a remarkably able cast. But it’s 
a sort of inside-stuff on the picture 
business that means little to the 
general public. The operators of 
the house have evidently forgotten 
that strange midwest mind of the 
ordinary Chicagoan, ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ came into town with a far 
greater rep, but starved miserably 
because the public not only didn’t 
understand this comedy chatter on 
the picture biz, but even disliked 
it. The same comment will go here, 
though this piece is rather more 
understandable and theatrical for 
the average midwest legitgoer. 

It’s unfortunate that this play 
was picked. Business was not good 
at the start, and indication are not 
happy for this particular travesty 
on Hollywood press agents. 

It’s unfortunate, since this com- 
pany does a singularly able job with 
the show. It has been directed with 
a keen eye for speed and pacing, 
and the players, headed by Frank 
M. Thomas, are unanimously 
smooth performers. There you are, 
fine cast, fine house and an unbeat- 
able price scale. But still, the 
play’s the final b. 0. judge. Gold, 


MURDERED ALIVE 


Hollywood, April 5. 
Arthur Greville Collins’ presentation of 
horror play by Ralph Murphy and Helen 
Baxter. At Carthay Circle, Hollywood, at 





$1.50 top. Bela Lugosi starred. 
PORE. cccce soccecesesessssverette Brown 
DF, CRIA. .ccccccsecevesceceecs Bela Lugosi 


Sylvia Knight...........Betty Ross Clarke 
Mona.. . seoesesses- Kily Malyon 
Professor Steif€itz.....e0.+555.-W. E. Watts 
Bunny Strickland............Bruce Craden 
BMEpSCtOr OUirh. cscacdoeccesssse Lew Kelly 
Nicholas Rumsey..ee...Rodney McLennan 
Dulhy .ccccccvcccccccceccscccees DAVId Callis 


eee eeneeee 





Unusually unpleasant variation of 
‘Dracula’ and ‘lrrankenstein,’ em- 
ploying embalming fluid upon liv- 
ing persons, is in for a necessarily 
short run at the Carthay Circle. 
It goes a bit too far in its ghastly 
realism. Few persons not clinical 
cases themselves will fancy the 
stage sight of two scientific maniacs 
punching hypodermics into the flesh 
of victims selected at random from 
the flotsam of a public park and 
shanghaied into a chamber of hor- 
rors. 

In New York ‘Murdered Alive’ 
was known as ‘The Black Tower.’ 
Pacific coast production is profes- 
sionally capable and might stretch 
a few weeks. It comes aX the tail 
end of the horror cycle with the 
public presumably having its stom- 
achful, 

Bela Lugosi, the original 
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TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


HEADLINING F&M’S “BABY STARS” IDEA 


Versonal Manager—JOUN HYDE, 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


. 


Plays Abroad 





Sacha Guitry’s Show 


Paris, March 22. 
Three plays authored and produced by 
Sacha Guitry at the Madeleine, March 20. 
Sacha Guitry, Yvonne Printemps and 
others, 





Guitry’s shows are doing business 
but he informed ‘Variety’ that he 
doesn’t care to extend his own fol- 
lowing, and expressed contempt for 
the masses, naming 30,000 people as 
the maximum number able to ap- 
preciate his work. Also he doesn’t 
care to have his plays shown 
abroad, nor filmed, considering both 
as likely to distort his thought. 

First play titled ‘Les Desseins de 
la Providence,’ is in two tableaux— 
highly irreligious and it is a won- 
der there has been no trouble about 
it here. It shows an actor caught 
by a man whilst in bed with his 
wife during intermission of a play 
where he is doing the part of a 
cardinal, and pretending to be a 
real cardinal. Cardinal is played 
by Sacha Guitry. Other parts sec- 
ondary. Yvonne Printemps not in 
this play. 

Second play in three 
titled ‘Francoise,’ shows a woman 
permitted by her second husband 
to visit her former husband in hos- 
pital where he is expected to die 
following an accident. Wife di- 
vorced him after running away 
from him with her second husband, 
who was his friend. Second tab- 
leau shows the man in bed in hos- 
pital, explaining he shot himself for 
the love of the wife he couldn't 
forget, and insisting that she will 
stay by his bedside until 8 a.m. 
Wife, done by Yvonne Printemps, 
accepts, and when she returns aft- 
erward to her husband in the third 
tableau, is jealously told to return 
to the man who kept her all night. 
This she says she will do, adding 
as curtain closing punch, that he 
died at 3 a.m. Show, frequently 
dragging, would benefit by pruning. 
Sacha Guitry in bed has a long, 
monotonous, semi-monolog filling 
the second tableau. 

Last show, titled ‘Tchlong-Li's 
Journey,’ has some very modern 
music by Louis Beydts. It is a 
Chinese fantasy, in which Guitry 
and his wife impersonate a Chinese 
couple, and do a good deal of sing- 
ing. First and third acts take place 
in the Chinaman’s house, second in 
Canton, which he is visiting. Play 
is just an excuse for the acting 
couple’s disguise and is meaning- 
less. 

As is customary in vuitry’s 
shows, sets, which are by Emile 
Bertin, props, costumes and all de- 
tails are first rate. 

Acting interest entirely centres 
on Guitry and Miss Printemps, 
who, as usual, are splendid. 

Mazi. 


LA TULIPE NOIRE 


(‘The Black Tulip’) 

Paris, March 22, 
An operetta by Andre Mouezy-Eon from 
the novel by Alexandre Dumas. Music by 
Tiarko Richepin. Starring Pasquali; fea- 
turing Niny Roussel, Fernande Nyssor 
Louis Arnoult, Gilbert Nabos, Paul Dar- 
nois and others. Presented by Maurice 
Catriens at the Gaite-Lyrique, Paris, 
March 21. 


tableaux, 


Theatre had ambitiously planned 
to present Jeannette MacDonald in 
‘The Merry Widow,’ but star had 
specified that dates were subser- 
vient to her own arrangements, and 
current work prevented her from 
appearing in Paris. Management 
hopes to get her in the fall, and in 
the meantime produced the current 
show. 

Production in three acts and five 
tableaux has been done _ nicely 
enough but inexpensively, as be- 


comes the theatre, whose locatio 
normally precludes boulevard prices 
Total production probably under 20 
grand. Music is very nice, and 
story, taking place in Hollana in 
the 1700s, okay for the purpose 
Locally, chance of a run, due ‘to 
music and excellent acting, espe. 
cially by Pasquali in a character 
calling for travesty as a woman 
part of the time. In this he is ex- 
ceedingly funny. Also sings 
nicely—his first effort in that line 
His recent impersonations as the 
page in ‘King Pausole’ and Kriege. 
lein in ‘Grand Hotel,’ have made 
him one of the foremost Boulevard 
actors, he being guest star at the 
Gaite-Lyrique. He is supported by 
Louis Arnoult, who does the tenor 
nicely. 

Paul Darnois as chief warden of 
the jail is good in a comedy part 
Expense of cast is very small, all 
actors belonging to the regular 
Gaite-Lyrique company, Pasquali 
alone drawing comparatively big 
money. This support question de- 
serves the attention of visiting 
guest stars who might eventually 
suffer from associating their names 


} 
ie 


with a show if inadequately sup- 


ported. 

Sets are arranged in the second 
and third acts so that the second 
tableaux in ‘full’ can be set by 
raising in ‘two’ the props flown as 
background of the first tableaux, 
This means that without any ma- 
chinery changes are much quicker 
than at such modern theatres as the 
Pigalle, dark stage lasting only a 
few seconds and masked by red 
lights projected from the footlights 
toward the audience. During the 
second and third acts two ballets 
are given. 

More mentionable for music than 
dancing. Though some solos and 
duets might be abbreviated, music 
is excellent, and Pasquali's first act 
song when hesitating between hon- 
esty and profit is sure to be popue- 
lar. 

Chances fair 
times. 


considering slump 


Mazi. 


XANTHO 


(‘Xantho and Courtesans’) 
Paris, March 20, 


A musical comedy in three acts by 
Jacques Richepin from his 15-year-old 
comedy in verses. Produced by Benoit 
Leon Deutsch at the Nouveautes, Paris, 
March 19. 
pT See eovceesess,-Gabrielle Ristori 
Myrrhine ...... Ceo rercccesecssesees Arletty 
ZENA cocccccccesccccescecesscesseee MOIR 
Teredon...eseces TOT LETT eee Sandra Ravel 
PRAOM svscvoceccses S5b02 00s ddceueved Alerme 
BPE Bn 6 0646-6000 605.60 40004000 600004 Pizella 


Play is not even dirty nor sug- 
gestive. It first shows a woman 
in B. C, Greece, finding she is los- 
ing her husband's interest, coming 
to a courtesan for schooling, and 
taking her first lesson by doing the 
peephole trick on the courtesan 
herself, who is visited by the hus- 
band. The second part shows the 
lady deciding to get even with her 
mate, and attempting under a mask 
to surrender to a nice gigolo, whilst 


j her husband, temporarily unaware 


of her identity, will himself be 
doing the peephole trick. Arrange- 
ment goes wrong. resulting in the 
husband bursting out from behind 
the curtain and recognizing his 
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VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC. 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 
151 West 46th St., New York 








Bryant 9-3913 
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PAUL 


Featured Player “COUNSELLOR AT LAW” and “SCARFACE” 


MUNI 





“THE LITTLE ACCIDENT” 


THOMAS MITCHELL 


Author and Star of 
Now Featured in “RIDDLE ME THIS” 


“CLOUDY WITH SHOWERS” 





WARREN 


CONTRACT PLAYER WARNER BROS. 


WILLIAM 





ALAN DINEHART 


CONTRACT PLAYER FOX CORP. 





COLIN 


Featured Player of “JOURNEY’S END” and “FRANKENSTEIN” 


CLIVE 





HENRY HULL 


“FOREIGN AFFAIRS” 


| HARRY BERESFORD 


“DANCE TEAM,” Ete. 





PHYLLIS CLAIRE 
CONTRACT PLAYER RADIO PICTURES 





MIRIAM BATTISTA, Ziegfeld’s ““‘Hotcha” 


— 











MARTHA LORBER 


IRENE LEE 





BEN. A. 
214 W. 42d St. 








ALL UNDER CONTRACT TO 


NEW YORK 


BOY AR 
Wis. 7-6400 
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London Show World 





London, April 2. 

Ciro’s, one of the oldest and once 
¢he most popular of London’s. night 
gesorts, has closed down tempo- 

Siyaagement is very secretive 
about its future policy. But under- 
gtood elub is being quietly recon- 
gtructed and will open as a replica 
of the Parisian night spot, Boite 
@es Matelots (Sailors’ Dive). 

‘Management trying to get ready 
to open in about a month and ne- 


— 





RKO'S LONDON OFFICE 


Passpart Probably in Charge of 
Novelty Search 


Martin Beck has decided to revive 
the Keith circuit scouring of Europe 





FREE TRANSLATION 


Moscow, March 27. 
A Russian transiation of the 
title of O'Neill's play: ‘The 
Morning Becomes Electricity.’ 
The expert translator is A. 
Abramov, in an articie in the 


Reiahardt’s ‘Miracle’ in London 
Scores, Tilly Losch Sensation 








‘Evening Moscow.’ 














for novelties, with offices over there 
for direct contact. 

An RKO office will be maintained 
in London, probably combined with 
the Radio film bureau there. Two 





otiating with Josephine Baker. 
eported prepared to pay $750 per 
week. 
‘Blackbirds’ Tabloid 

Cyril Lawrence, formerly man- 
eer for Lew Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’ 
over here, is assembling some of 
the cast and will do a big flash in 
qwaudeville. 
" Whose already lined up are Three 
Eddies, Johnny Nitt, Southern 
Three and original colored chorus. 
Understood Leslie has given per- 
mission, and show will be titled 
Bits from Blackbirds.’ 





Broadminded 

Palladium management’s habit of 
ghutting its eyes to all the blue 
enes cracked across the stage is on 
the increase, especially, as far as 
English acts are concerned. 

But the worst was perpetrated re- 
eently by a couple of well known 
radio artists. Both acts were Eng- 
Nish, and not one news scribe had 
anything to say about it. 

Palladium is supposed to cater 
for a family audience. 

Weather Helps 

Easter holiday business in Lon- 
é@on was top notch, possibly ap- 
proaching a record aggregate. 

Film theatres in the West End 
accounted for at least $50,000 
among them on the Monday alone, 
with every type of entertainment 
playing to standee trade all day. 

The heavy rain storms brought 
people back early from the coast, 
gending thousands in search of 
amusement in town. 





Corner Really Turned? 

The general idea that England 
has emerged from its financial crisis 
and is headed for prosperity has so 
captured people that spending has 
been a mania, 

More people than ever tried to 
make whoopee over the holidays. 
Coastal spots were crowded, hotels 
did clicking business. 

Nearly 500 stayed at the Hotel 
Metropole, Brighton, alone. 

Something like $5,000,000 must 
have changed hands at resorts over 
the week-end. 


Hakim-Niblo Row 

Now all the fireworks have died 
@ut in the Fred Niblo and Eric 
Hakim scrap the general opinion 
eft with most people is that Hakim 
bad a tough break. 

The erstwhile exhibitor, whatever 
his faults, tried hard to make Brit- 
feh pictures with a cosmopolitan 
appeal, succeeded in the case of 
‘The Outsider,’ flopped with ‘Two 
White Arms,’ the Niblo and Menjou 
effort, and is generally credited 
With only a scant success with 
Diamond Cut Diamond,’ the one 
which caused all the fuss. 


‘Buyer’ Not Good B. O. 

The French play ‘L’Acheteuse,’ 
venamed ‘Marriage by Purchase,’ 
after a preliminary at the Embassy, 
Was produced at the Garrick 
Mar. 24, 

Typically French in feeling, it 
@annot be appreciated by English 
G@udiences, despite the fact it is in 
itself an excellent drama. 

Cathleen Nesbitt gave a splendid 
Performance as a Frenchwoman, 
whe buys a husband and finds she 
is revolted by him. The piece has 
the slenderest chance only. 





Jones’ New Play 
After travelling 8,000 miles in 
about two months Barry Jones re- 
turned to London for a fortnight’s 
revival of ‘The Queen’s Husband,’ 
at the New, where both the actor 


and the piece were cordially wel- 
eomed. 


Meanwhile Jones is rehearsing a 


new Play in - . ee ee 
shortly. y which he will appear 


Laura Hays Returning 


Paris, April 11. 
Hays, Rita Wellman’s 
niece, is sailing back to America 
April 23 after considerable stage 
Work here, 

Miss Hays, after only a short 
Stage experience in New York, 
fame to Paris and soon won suc- 
©ess with Falconetti and several 
her French theatre companies. 


NELL KELLY FOR LONDON 
Nel} Kelly sails for London April 
%# to open at the Palladium (vaude) 


& week - fter she arrives, 





Laura 


Miss Kelly has four London weeks | 


vked. 


or more scouts will work out of that 
office. 


resented Keith’s and RKO in Europe 


York Friday (8). 


FRENCH PLAY ON NEXT 
WAR BRILLIANT WORK 


Paris, April 11. 
New four act comedy at the An- 
teine is titled ‘What's Next?’ With 
the title applying to the possibility 


near future. It looks like an inter- 
national prospect. 

Piece is authored by Paul Andre 
Antoine, who wrote ‘The Enemy.’ 
Political allegory is in a Pirandello- 
Shaw vein, exposing political 
quackery, arguing that 
youth is decadent. 

Brilliant dialog is so biting that 
there may even be a political inter- 
ference headache. 


Paris Empire Cuts 
Paris, April 2. 

Price at the Empire Paris, only 
worth-while vaude stand, has been 
cut from $1.80 top to $1, minimum 
admission being reduced from 20 
cents to 16 cents. 

This follows Natan taking control, 
and is in keeping with his policy of 
getting grosses by providing enter- 
tainment for the masses. 


Giddap, Napoleon 


London, April 11. 

After rehearsing two weeks for 
the Napoleon part in Mussolini’s 
play ‘Hundred Days,’ Barry Jones 
walked out. Said he felt himself 
unsuited to the role. 

Robert Atkins will replace Jones, 
but the switch means the opening 
has been postponed. 





Buenos Aires 





(Continued from page 11) 


at Ideal, ‘Shanghaied Love’ at Real. 

Local cinemas have made a bold 
bid to capture patrons by completely 
refurnishing. Palace has torn out 
all the old-fashioned boxes and 
built a new proscenium, and house 
will pre-release Metro’s product at 
$3 (Arg) top. Thursday night saw 
S.R.O. opening of Shearer picture, 
but remains to be seen whether 
locals will stand for elevated rate 
in view of crisis. 

April Opening 

Porteno Theatre entirely rebuild- 
ing and won't be ready before mid- 
April, at earliest. This will be a 
deluxe house, understood it will 
ecnarge $2. Opposite Palace new 
Astor building, also deluxe. 

Cine Suipacha opened Friday 
night with ‘Smiling Lieutenant,’ 
also §.R.O., and looks big on run. 

M.G.M. opens Broadway theatre 
for season with new grind policy, 
‘Politics,’ starting March 15. Broad- 
way will release weekly, all Metro’s, 
and then follow at Petit Splendid. 
Meanwhile, as stated, Palace will be 
given pre-release during season of 
half a dozen Metro majors. 

Universal all over the city with 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ at Astral, ‘East 
of Borneo’ at Ideal, ‘Heaven and 
Earth’ at  Gallao. Announcing 
‘Frankenstein’ shortly, though spot 
not mentioned. 

United zrTist getting under way 
with limited but class product, re- 
ported booked right through season. 
‘Street Scene’ liked. 

Warner's released ‘Bought’ and 
will officially inaugurate season at 
Paris early in April with ‘Honor’ 
of the Family,’ following with ‘Five 


7 


Star Final.’ This firm will open new 


Again.’ 

Columbia well represented and 
|made a hit with Buck 
Shanghaied Love’ doing well 
at Real. Announcing ‘Platinum 
| Blonde’ for next week at same 
| house, 
Very few foreign films, no Eng- 
lish as yet. 





Jones. 


at various times, arrived in New 


of either war or revolution in the} 


modern } 


Astor around May 1 with ‘Kiss Me | 


ENGLAND BARS 
| ONLY 1 IN 20 


Sent for by Beck W. L. Passpart, | 
Berlin booking agent who has rep- | 


London, April 2. 


Only 60 foreign artists were rec-| 


fused admission to England out of 
the last 1,161 who applied. 

The percentage of refusals is 
thus 5.2. 

These figures emerge from a letter 
addressed to the secretary of British 
Equity from the Ministry of Labor, 
who are still anxious to disprove the 
idea they have a ‘down’ on foreign 
| talent. 


j 
Out of 
| 





135 applications from the 


States, they add, there have been| 


only seven refusals, 
lof 5.185. 
The letter points out that this 
| pereentage compares more than 
favorably with the treatment of 
British talent in America, where a 
| player has to ‘rest’ six months after 
fulfilling an engagement. 

No first-class actor has been re- 
fused permission to play England, 
asserts the Ministry, and there has 


a percentage 





time. 

Foreign actors, the Ministry con- 
cludes, are excluded only after 
taking the advice of some reputable 
theatrical body. 

On the other hand, a letter fron 
Frank Gillmore, of American Equity, 
has been cited in which he stated 
that while a certain amount of give 
and take is proper, he considers 
America is doing all the giving. 

Referring to the Dickstein Bill, 
Gillmore concludes by saying he be- 
lieves it will not be retroactive and 
will not affect English players 
already in the States. 


Drama Tab 


(Continued from page 34) 
luxers, Uptown, Paradise and Tivoli. 
Understood that there are other 
papers calling for a regular Publix 
routing if the Chicago attempts 
prove the trick a b. o. winner. 

Play was originally negotiated for 
a ride into the loop deluxer on April 
22, but other ‘must’ bookings in 
Publix-B. & K. loop spots on that 
week, for Bing Crosby at the Chi- 
cago and Jackie Cooper at the Ori- 
ental prevented such an early book- 
ing. B. & K. informed the company 
owner, George Sherwood, that the 
contract couldn’t go through unless 
the show was held off for another 
week. Sherwood contacted Ralph 
Kettering, manager of the Adelphi, 
and got him to hold over the play 
for an additional week, though the 
present stanza has been posted as 
the final for the four-week run. 

Louis Lipstone, production head 
for Publix-B. & K., arranged the en- 
tire deal. It was Lipstone who also 
put through the initial bookings of 
the musical tab show, ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
Contract is understood to call for 


tact and three stagehands. That 
figure is for the first two weeks; 
thereafter the price slides down to 
$3,500 the week. B. & K. to pay for 
all shipping and hauling of scenery, 
and the construction of any new set 
needed, though as presently ar- 
ranged, the regular one-set used for 
the stage play will be brought into 
the Oriental. 
Film Name Angle 


stone to arrange the new step in 
picture house booking was the pres- 
ence of Pauline Starke as the lead 
in the ‘Zombie’ show, the B. & K. 


production chief figuring that the 





|} value of the femme film name would 


be an additional boost for the pic- 


ture house dates. One of the major 
| conditions in the arrangement of the 
|}deal was that B. & K. is to make 


no advance exploitation or mention 
of the Adelphi run, 

Prices at the legit house have 
been at $3 top, but with the cut- 
rate ducats bringing the high down 
to $1.50. Scale at the loop Oriental 
iruns from £3c. high on holidays to 


} 
a 
u 


for the matinee on week-days 


been no case of a refusal for some} 


$4,500 for the 1l-character cast in-| 


Big item which persuaded Lip-| 


3% 
JShow on the iegit stage is running, 


London, April 11. 
‘The Miracle’ has been revived 


| RICE’S PLAYS IN RED 
| ie 


| Author Goes to See ‘Adding Ma-j| here in a new Reinhardt produc- 


| chine’ Produced in Russia | tion, but with the ending changed 
So after the dress rehearsal at the 
Elmer Rice leaves today (12) On| suggestion of a priest. It is a dra- 
the Bremen for a trip to Russia. |matically spiritual and moving 
| He'll attend a performance of ‘The | spectacle, considerably superior to 
\dding achine,’ in tussian, at eF : 
Adding Machine,’ in R ian, at) the original production of 21 years 
Moscow, and possibly arrange for} 
|production there of some of his as 0. 


other plays | Tilly Losch, heretofore known 
i | hal Se ' " 

; only as a dancer, proved herself to 
be a remarkable pantominist, scor- 


ing sensationall, Massine, as 
MAT. AND NITE SHIFTS |; Spielmann, was brilliant and Lynn 


| Harding splendid as the king. 


FOR TWIN ‘CASANOVAS | Despite the fact that the produc- 


tion was slightly monotonous, run- 
'ning a full three hours, it is an 
impressive spectacle. Cutting about 
half an hour would improve its en- 
| tertaining value. 

pears at Covent Garden every sea-| Production cost something like 
| $150,000 and there was a strong de- 
irole of ‘Casanova,’ elaborate Con- mand for seats this morning (Mon- 
| tinental musical which Sir Oswald} day). Speculators are still unde- 
| Stoll has in rehearsal for the Coli- | cided on buys, however, due to in- 
peors | decision as to length of the run. 

| Arthur Fear, Englishman now re- ‘Red Triangle’ 

| ‘Red Triangle,’ produced by the 


London, April 11. 
Autori, Italian baritone who ap- 





| 
son, has been engaged for the title 


‘ 


hearsing the part on approval, will | 
remain in, but will appear only for| Repertory Players at the Savoy, 
matinee performances, with Autori| contains the unoriginal idea of a 
working opening day and every | Wife testifying to adultery with men 
| night thereafter. Part is conatéered | killed by her husband in order to 
| too strenuous for one man to handie| save him. With the husband then 
12 times a week. | believing her guilty. 

Difficulty of getting a comedy lead ‘Old. Man Murphy,’ American 
still exists, with Erik Charrell, the| Play about the Irish, with Arthur 
producer, keen on Stanley Lupino,| *inclair and Maire O'Neill, same 
but Lupino is currently in ‘Hold My| C°UPIe who played it in New York, 
Hand,’ at the Gayety, and is un-| W8S welcomed by a friendly au- 
ae dience. Both the actors are favcr- 




















| 
| 








PAGNOL PLAY SEQUEL 
doing well enough in some towns P 
and ain ving in others, The seaigct Paris, April 2. 
eins eign . ‘ ae a Marcel Pagnol !s currently writ- 

ES, BOWCSVE!, WEFS MAIN; ing a new play, ‘Tintin.’ 

Name is that of the son of Marius 
ind Fanny, heroes of his two pre- 
ceding plays, and will 


pthe cycle. 





willing to switch because of his 

friendship with Sir Harold Wernher, 

is that there is some attempt he- — etary pe hg ball ye Bg 

ing made by Stoll to get Wernher| 7" ™ SPAIN SO & See yee 
i ri é al British 

Other leads for the show are Marie| re tag ee 
Lohr and Dorothy Dickson. | re 
11. comaider ih agg’ - ay| Queen’s Wednesday (6), was with- 

, considered unlikely, since it will | drawn Saturday (9), after a dire 
hearsal than that to get it ready. yarn featuring Maisie Gay and Ced- 
May 25 seems a more logical date. ric Hardwicke, never stood up 

° . Ernst Milton’s ‘Othello’ produc- 
Piccadilly Rented for tion at the Saint James, presented 

vy . 
Revue-Vaude on Grind | ¢ciaea saturaay night. 

Parnell & Zeitlin, agents and play 4 
producers, have formed a private London Club Plunging 
company to rent the Piccadilly. ° 

| | On Bids for U. S. Names 
ville and revue policy. 

Wallace Parnell and Ralph 
figuring on a schedule of a five- After five years without attrac- 
time turnover daily. Opening pro-| tions the Embassy, London’s ace 

— oe for big names. Henry Sherek has 
been ordered to scout for top talent. 

BAD FOR GOV’T OPERA 
gan, Ruth Etting and Harry Rich- 

Royal Theatre, Mons, Belgium,|™an, asking how much _ they 
which runs a six months season of | Wanted. 
difficulties. Unless the communal 
cormncil increases its subsidy, which MacGowan & Reed Try 

Condition of subsidized theatres 
in many parts of the country is London, April 11. 

MacGowan & Reed are to start 

, pected they'll close for a theatre 
127 minutes, not counting the inter-| when Richard Aldrich, general 
ining the clock will be clipped t0| jn a month. 
something nearer 70 minutes, though | First London production will 
partitioning. | Sidney and Mary Ellis in a new 
| Lipstone’s deal for the show rep- | adaptation of Fodor’s ‘Jewel Rob- 
a standard dramatic play into a big Another show they'll probably do 
| town deluxe theatre. Oriental is now| will be ‘Bifur,’ Paris hit by Simon 
| will lay off the presentation for the! probable adaptor. 
‘Zombie’ booking. House itself has — 
and it’s figured that only the most 
Ie H , , > yki , 7 ~{ , 
daring type of booking can bring London, April 11. 

Publix-Great States last winter Marion Harris opened at the Cafe 
tour of some of its northern Illinois agp songstress did nine num- 
towns, such as Waukegan, Aurora! °*'™® and then had to beg off. 

‘ Pa and seemingly set. Gross has been 
jecent run at the Plz 1ouse loc: a 
decent run at the Playl wie uly. | consistently good at about $7,600. 
night stands. Play did only fairly | 
for the Publix-Great States houses, | 


owner of the Gaiety. Understanding to sustain them here. 
to release Lupino amicably i was seodiany seemves, Sus Sa 
i ‘Caravan,’ w at the 
Show is scheduled to open M a eee Sere ae 
take much more staging and re-|,5 failure. Sentimental circus 
2 ee ee against a heavy press panning. 
two nights previously (4), also 
London, April 11. 
They'll put in a continuous vaude- 
Reader will produce the _ shows, London, April 11. 
gram toward the end of the month. night club, is beginning to clamor 
Sherek sent cables to Helen Mor- 
Brussels, April 2. 
opera and operetta, is in financial ; 
is unlikely, theatre will go dark. ° ® 
Producing in London 
parlous. 
production in the West End. Ex- 
missions. For its picture house run-| manager for McG. & R. arrives here 
ithe show will retain its three-act| probably be this spring with Basil 
{resents the premier contracting for) bery,’ recently shown in New York. 
playing Loew units reguiarly, but| Gantillon. Ashley Dukes is the 
been in bad shape at the box office, , 
London Cafe Hit 
this spot out of the deep red ink. 
had the legit ‘Blue Ghost’ on a short de Paris April 4 to an ovation. 
and Elgin, after the show had had a| Club is now doing nice business 
But these dates were one and two-| 


in houses 
which had no regular flesh policy. 
That was, also, a snort-cast affair 
and the show was cut to something 


less than 60 minutes, 


POSEY SRE Ee 
eae Ws pest he 














ites here, but play seemed too weak 


thus complete 
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HOUSEWARMING 


(Continued from page 52) 


wedding gift from old Aunt Jane 
Scott is a red piano, made more of 
1 monstrosity by being covered with 
erimson plush by the local under- 
taker. »*laced in the living room in 
he nicely arranged house of the 
young couple, the thing is an eye- 
sore and Mary cannot but show re- 


entment Ned bows to the law of | 
quarrel, | 
moves her| 

Hie leaves | 


Aunt Scott there is a 

-izhtened 

ni rS to Ut! lest room. 

sailing 
l . Mary makes a de- 

cision and goes to the garden after 


I 
which 1s 


and 
when she 


boat 


f r ‘ } <a 
se ing fire o tne nhoust 


Ned sees the blaze 
lost. It’s a clinch 
ind f 1 finale he sends word to 
the nasty old lady that he will no 
: tand for any interference. 
It seemed that there was 
material for a three-act play. Sev- 
eral A. K. 
ing, but at 
but a few minutes. A sappy 
bit was luckily yanked after a side 
or two. Perhaps that character 
could have been funny, but the au- 
thor didn’t work it out 
Direction by Pauline Frederick 
She was not to blame. 
i<atherine Wilson and 
Hevdt are the 


featured. 


and fears | 


too little } 


that way. | . 
is | look like’an elongated vaude flash. 


Louis | : 
leads, with Miss Wil- | Steppers, 


shows compensates in some meas- 
ure for the odious comparison with 
previous ‘productions of its kind, 
| but it’s still no bargain. 

Mistake made by Max Rudnick, 
| who also operates the Eltinge, bur- 
| lesque house next door on embat- 
|tled 42d street, is that he failed to 
, burlesque it up a little more. Near- 
lest approach to that in the modern 
|New York and 42d street manner 
are a couple blackouts, one of which 
reveals a little obscurely a pretty 
raw gag most people will miss. 





What migh have made ‘Black 
berri« both a no It and a pos 
sible big mo! make would " 
been to produce it as a burlesque 

'show with all-colored talent. And} 
12d street, at the Liberty, would} 


have an ideal spot. 


Under low overhead apparent for | 
some fixing | 
| 


show a is, it may with 


and strengthening induce a little 


Of numerous blackouts and com- 
edy bits in one, several have neither 


very badly. Against that there is 
so much dancing and singing with- 
out diversity that show begins to 


Three Bub- 
Midnite 
hoofer 


A dance trio, billed as 
bles, New Yorkers and 
stand out in the 


he stand-out, her youth and|line, clicking with various routines 
ss teens ohio fat the only appeal the| Which, for revue purposes or even 
show has. In the old lady class are| Vaude, are much too long. Bon 
Molly Pearson, Beverly Sitgreaves| Bons (four women) in harmony 


ind Clare Woodbury. Then there 
ire two old men, Frank Conlan and 
Corbet Morris. Latter appeared to 
youth with a peculiar voice 
for an old salt. 

‘Housewarming’ is in the little 
Hopkins and the booking okay for 
a show of its type, but its chances 


be a 


are doubtful. Ibec, 
Blackberries of 1932 
All-colored musical revue in two acts; 


presented at Liberty April 4 by Max Rud- 
nick: words and music by Donald Hey- 
wood and Tom Peluso; dances by Sidney 
Sprague atid Lew Crawford; book by Eddie 
Green; production staged by Ben Bernar. 
Principals: Eddie Green, Susaye Brown, 
Sammy Paige, Charles Ray, Alice Harris, 
The Bon Bons, Tim Moore and Mantan, 
Gertrude Saunders, Monte Hawley, Georgette 
Harvey, Robert Raines, Thelma Meers, 
Harold Norton and Three Bubbles. $1 top. 

Lack of material rather than tal- 
ent, though latter isn’t far above 
smalltime vaudeville grade, and an 
absence of any substance to show 
combines with other factors in 
making this probably one’ of the 
poorest, if not the poorest, colored 
revue ever tried in New York. That 
the nick is only $1 as against usual 
$3.30 or more for sepia-talented 


work, also stand up fairly well, as 
do the comedians, Eddie Green and 
team of Tim Moore and Mantan, 
but aside from that talent is plenty 
smalltime. 

Gertrude Saunders, blues singer, 
seemed to score through odd facial 
expressions and crooner touches, 
but gets her biggest hand from 
those who found laughs in her work. 
Sammy Paige also offers an odd 
personality, at first appearing to 
have stage fright. 

A number of big dance scenes are 
staged, most of them in third-rate 
vaude fashion. They, too, are much 
too long in view of the lack of di- 
versity and ideas which have gone 
into them. 

Lack of any near-hit tunes in the 
show also against its popularity 
from that angle. In a way, the tal- 
ent deserves more of an opportunity 
than provided by material and 
staging. Some improvement might 
be obtained through cutting the 
show down a little, plus an effort 
toward bits, sketches or production 
numbers that would contain at least 
some originality. 

Curiously enough, with exception 
of the courtroom blackout gag, there 








is very little in whole production 





; sere, is in the 
money at the low scale, but pros- 


| cts appear dull. 
characters were annoy- | pect DI ‘ 


least one was present | 
girl | ) ab DAV’ 
iqae@|point nor humor, book falling down 








XANTHO 


(Continued from page 52) 
wife, ending in their mutual satis- 
faction. 


It is in three acts by courtesy 


only, first part being a prolog in 
‘one,’ with three girls as the three 
graces, explaining plot in sorg, 
verse and dance. The other two 


acts take place in the entrance hall 
of the courtesan’s school, 

Show is staged by the author's 
wife, Cora Laparcerie, but small 
size of the theatre precludes pro- 
duction being on an ambitious 

] 


L1ie 


Music by Marcel Lattes include 


one or two nice numbers. Cast is 


satisfactorily led by Gabrielle Ris 
tori as the Grecian lady, and Ar- 
letty, who has also done film work 
does the courtesan. Melka, colored 
dancer, formerly at the Folies Bei 
cast, as is also 
Sandra Ravel. who did the cabaret 
dance in ‘Papa Sans 
film made for Universal distribu- 
tion. Chorus of six, as well as the 
Three Graces, are all right 
looks. <Alerme, popular comedian. 
is entertaining in the part of the 
husband, being 
zella, the night club boy, as 
gigolo. Balance of men unimpor- 
tant. 

Trouble with the show, as is gen- 


erally the case locally, is that every 
| worthwhile bit is kept on so 


However, if | A . 
the | called new, damaging play’s chances 
c 


long 
that tempo drags. 
taken on tour, might shock 
provinces sufficiently to shake a 
few stands for a profitable week. 
Suzy Nancy, a small girl in the 
chorus of exotic type, and a couple 
of the girls impersonating the 
Graces worth shifting to screen. 
Mari. 





La Patissiere du Village 


(‘The Village Pastrycook’) 
Paris, March 17. 
A play in three acts and six tableaux by 
Alfred Savoir. Produced by Georges Fouil- 
loux at the Pigalle, Paris, March 9. Cast: 
Marguerite Pierry, M. Berthier, Romain 
Bouguet and others, 





Another war play ending on a 
rather tragic note. As invariably 
the rule at the Pigalle, sets by Rene 
Moulaert are exceedingly well done, 
and the staging of Louis Jouvet is 
good. 

The story is of a Paris music 
teacher, neither young nor pretty, 





that rates a dirt charge. Even the 


ensemble is pretty tame in all re-| 


spects, relieving show of the touch 
in that direction that might be ex- 
pected from a buck revue. 





Le Savoir,’ | 


| A play in three acts by Pierre Wolf. 
for | duced by Lucien Rozenberg at the Athenee. 


supported by Pi-| 
the | 


|} of the dialog is okay, but play 


| street. 
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who enjoys love for the first time 
at the beginning of the war. When 
her lover is finally sent to the front 
she has gotten used to love and goes 
to a village back of the lines, where 
she opens a pastry shop and be- 
comes the belle of the town, courted 
by everything in uniform. She has 
several affairs, but the minute the 
armistice is signed she is left alone 


again, 
Woman is played by Marguerite 
Pierry. It’s a tough part, but she 


handles it well. There is a big male 
cast, but no one outstanding ex- 
cept Romain Bouguet as a captain 
ind Berthier as an old general. 
Chances of the play here rather 
limited, both from the point of a 
run and its being done elsewhere. 
Nor does it look like a screen bet. 
Mari. 


LA BELLE DE NUIT 


(‘The Night Lady’) 


Paris, March 24. 
Pro- 


| DEMAMOD oeccsncescudecece des Madeleine Soria 
"laude ..eee eevececeeosesces Constant Remy 
PIOETO ecdceveseccseeseseesvesed Jose Nougero 
FORM 90'un cde shoo 6ign0sneseeser< Henry Bosc 





Plenty of action and good acting 
likely to make this a local hit. Some 


drags 


| slightly in places, and would im- 
prove by pruning. Idea cannot be 


or Broadway or screen. 

It renovates the old idea of a man 
whose friend has seduced his wife, 
and who makes a woman of the 
street look like a lady he is inter- 
ested in to make the friend seduce 
her, too, and show him afterwards 
the unworthiness of his love. A 
modernized touch has been added by 
making the man’s secretary fall in 
love with the promoted street girl 
and claim her. 

Production is good. First act in 
‘full’ the girl’s shabby room. Dur- 
ing the act a curtain drops in ‘one,’ 
permitting a scene, lasting only a 
few seconds, to take place in front 
of the curtain, supposedly in the 
Last two acts take place in 
the man’s drawing room. 

The whole play lies between Con- 
stant Remy as the man, and Made- 
leine Soria as the demimondaine. 
Whenever they are on the stage, in- 
terest doesn’t slacken, whereas at 
other times the by-play between 
others, even if lines are clever, looks 
like padding. Henry Bosc is okay 


as friend, and Jose Noguere, who 
did the excellent gigolo in ‘Sex 


Faible,’ does well. 
Considering the season is already 


Policy at the $1 take is two shows | Advanced, likely to go well into the 


daily except Sundays. Char. 


summer. 





— 


MURDERED ALIVE 


(Continued from page 5°) 
York ‘Dracula’ and since in films 
plays a diabolically clever surgeon 
gone mad on the subject of sculp- 
ture. W. E. Watts, a fine character 
actor, is the sniveling laboratory. 
scarred chemical genius who hel, 


‘Ips 
the demented medico mummifvy live 
ing people into artistic statues. 

Land. 

. . 
Olivia Bows to Mrs. 
Grundy 

Wilmington, Del April 8 
Shubert production starring Janet 
Beecher in comedy by Roland Bottomle, 
staged by Lawrence Marston Sett ee 
Rollo Wayne. At the Playhou sy 14 

Walter Stewart..... ovcccce Vernon R 
WOVIE StOwOrtsccccccccececs David Morr 
CJEEVIM WOOWArE vccccoecoceses Janet Reeche 
Millicent Stewart.....e.ce. Jane Wratt 
Edward Grundy........ : ...-Sam Wren 
ee ee ore re eee Charlotte Andrewe 
James Willoughby........ -Fleming Ward 
Colonel Bumperley..... Sidney Greenstreet 
Ferdinand Hemple.......... Taylor Holmes 
BEMIS TRACE s cc cccccccscecs Nicholas Joy 
Mrs. Grundy..... Evelyn Carter Carrington 


Obvious farce spread over an un- 
convincing theme gives this play 
little chance of any success, if and 
when it hits New York. It was 
first scheduled for Broadway after 
a three-day engagement here, but 
these plans will probably be al- 
tered. 

It is the type of farce that draws 
a few self-conscious laughs while 
under way, but it’s too flimsy. 
Triie dialog and situations deaden 
it throughout. Acting, sets and 
direction are generally good but 
cannot overcome the handicap of 
the play itself. 

Olivia Stewart has three children, 
two of whom are about to be mar- 
ried, forcing her to reveal the chil- 
dren are illegitimate by three dif- 
ferent men. Children insist she 
marry one of the three in order to 
save the family name before the 
weddings. A meeting is called of 
the three men, who are all freaks. 
This leads to an absurd bedroom 
scene in the second act, which adds 
nothing to the play and hurts it 
plenty. All three appear success- 
ively in the bedroom to protest their 
love. Finally Olivia marries her 
lawyer and everybody goes out to 
dinner. 

Janet Beecher’s performance is 
mildly ingratiating, the role being 
practically her own creation rather 
than the author's, Sidney Green- 
street as Colonel Bumperley, one 
of the three proposed husbands, 
works in some fairly good comedy 
business. The rest of the cast give 
generally pleasing but not impres- 
sive performances. Curtin. 
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To the Managers and Artists: 


WILLIE EDELSTEN 


Takes Great Pleasure in Announcing 


THAT HE HAS SEVERED ALL CONNECTIONS WITH 


LYONS & LYONS 





MR. EDELSTEN is a member of the THEATRICAL ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE ASSOCIATION and is now located in his own offices at 


234 WEST 44TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


LAckawanna 4-0870—0871 


SUITE 502 





CABLE ADDRESS:—EDELBECK, NEW YORK 


English Representatives—PARNELL & ZEITLIN, 11 GOLDEN SQUARE, LONDON, ENGLAND 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE—ALL EQUITY PERMITS 
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Out for Sugar? 

James Montgomery Flagg, who 
used to sniff that he didn’t draw 
frontispieces, is now endorsing com- 
mon socks in mag ads. Maybe the 
socks are not common—perhaps 
silk or near. The plugging ad has 
a large photo of James M. with a 
caption sounding as though he had 
written it himself, commercially, 

It said the article herewith was 
purcnased from Mr. Flagg, who is 
a writer as well as an artist, ete. 
Might have been written to cause 
some other manufacturers to under- 
stand that they could also have an 
article from Flagg, if not endorsing 
socks perhaps a skin salve or shoes, 
or anything excepting front 
sketches. 


Landi’s Latest 

Probably it is more design than 
chance which brings Elissa Landi’s 
novel, ‘House for Sale,’ from the 
press coincidentally with the re- 
lease of her new picture. It is to be 
questioned whethe- either will help 
the other much. 

Novel is a dreamy retrospect of 
the marrie:. life of an English gen- 
tlewoman, filled with self denial and 
a ecnse of duty to a husband gassed 
in the war. Accurately told and a 
simple and at times vivid picture 
of English home life, but inclined 
to the lachrymose, with the heroine 
suffering to the end as her platonic 
lover has an affair with her daugh- 
ter <.nd they decide to get married. 

Probably will score more strong- 
ly in England than over here. Not 
helped as to style by the use of the 
first person and past tense. 

Lots of Postage 

Jeanne Cohen, Chester 
assistant, turned out a yarn for one 
of the confessions. Story came 
back with a note asking for ampli- 
fication of about 1,000 words or so. 

Losing her nerve, Miss Cohen 
turned the script over to an ac- 
cepted Broadway writer asking him 
to pad the yarn. He did. 

Yarn went to the publisher and 
again came back with a note say- 
ing, ‘What happened to the origi- 
nal?’ plus a rejection slip. 





Erskin’s 


Swanson’s Novel 


When H. N. Swanson, editor of 


‘College Humor,’ returned from 
three weeks in Bermuda with his 
bride the family had been in- 


creased by one full-length novel 
titled ‘Bermuda Moon.’ 

Harcourt Brace Co. took a look 
and grabbed it for fall publication. 
Meanwhile Swanson is in Holly- 
wood on leave of absence from 
‘College Humor,’ lining up stories 
and writing talent for Radio Pic- 
tures until May 30. 


Bromley’s Duties 

Haworth Bromley has resigned 
as associate editor of ‘Cosmopoli- 
tan’ to join David B. Hampton, lit- 
erary agent. Bromley goes to the 
Coast shortly to set motion picture 
connections for Hampton, 

Latter is the son of the late 
Benjamin B. Hampton, pioneer pic- 
ture producer and author of ‘A His- 
tory of the Movies.’ He has Harold 
Bell Wright under contract. 


Market Is Still West 

Literary and play agents continue 
to ogle Hollywood as the big source 
of revenue for authors these days. 
The screen shapes as the most con- 
sistent market for material, either 
with a view to direct purchase of 
originals or financing of stage pro- 
ductions preliminary to filmization. 

With book publishing at a stand- 
still and the periodicals oversold 
on text, what with minimization of 
advertising inches whch has _ in- 
creased the amount of stuff they 
have on hand, the film field looks 
best to the boys as the most con- 
centrated market for stories. 





Films Delay Releases 

‘icture companies buying novels 
from manuscript or proof 
are obtaining release agreements 
from the book publishers to give 
the film a break, 

Example is ‘It’s Tough to Be Fa- 
mous,’ 


sheets 


although there is no ap- 
Parent tie-up with the title of 
Mary McCall’s book, ‘The Goldfish 
Bow!,’ from whch it was made. 
Little, Brown had set the book for 


May release. Picture got out sooner 
than anticipated and the publishers 
therefore moved their date up to 
this month. 
Pro-Soviet But Neutral 

Group calling itself F. Ss. U 
(Friends of the Soviet Uni 
formed last week to publish a 
mag purporting to give the 
‘Ow-down on Soviet Russia without 
"las or color. 


on) 


monthly 


low 





page 





[play was carried with the 


Claimed by the group} 


heade . . . 

"neads that the organization has no 

affiliation with the Soviet govern- 

ment D Sn oe P 7 | 
nt direct or its trading branch 





Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand for 
March with Esme Warde, Pat 
Hunt, Satyr Book Store, Stan- 
ley Rose.) 





Fiction 
‘Good Earth,’ Pearl S. Buck. 
‘13 Women,’ Tiffany Thayer. 
‘1919,’ Dos Passos. 


‘Brave New World,’ Aldous 
Huxley. 

‘The Harbor Master,’ Wil- 
liam McFee. 

General 

‘Only Yesterday,’ Frederick 
Allen, 

‘Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene 
Fowler. 

‘Washington Merry-Go- 


Round,’ anonymous. 

‘Bridge Summary,’ Ely Cul- 
bertson, 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Eugene O’Neill. 

‘Lorenzo in 
Dodge Luhan. 
‘Expression in America,’ Lud- 
wig Lewisohn. 


Taos,’ Mabel 











here, the Amtorg, being just merely 
‘interested’ in the land of the Com- 
munists, and that it wants to give 
out all the facts ‘straight.’ 

Title of the mag is ‘Soviet Rus- 
sia Today.’ <A. A. Heller is editor, 
and George Martin the business 
manager, 





Two on Houdini 


Houdini still continues as a sub- 
ject for new books, two volumes on 
the late magic worker coming out 
last week, alone. 

One of these, ‘Houdini and Conan 
Doyle; The Story of a Strange 
Friendship,’ is by Bernard Ernst 
and Hereward Carrington, and is 
published by Boni. Gives an ac- 
count of the correspondence be- 
tween Doyle, the spiritualist, and 
Houdini, who crusaded against 
mediums. Ernst is president of the 
Parent Assembly of the Society of 
American Magicians. 

Ernst also helped prepare the 
other new Houdini book, ‘Houdini’s 
Magic,’ written by Walter Brown 
Gibson, with the magician’s widow, 
Beatrice Houdini, lending a hand. 
Harcourt Brace is the publisher. 





‘Films’ Sunshine Susie 

‘If I can’t write something good 
about Hollywood I won't write 
about it” This was Nina Wilcox 
Putnain’s reply to the question of 
whether her future fiction about 
films wovld be of a panning nature. 

Writer is seeing the inside of pic- 
ture making for the first time, 
working on her second story assign- 
ment at Universal with a third 
coming up. She is doing six stories 
for ‘Red Book’ about Hollywood, 
on the understanding that she 
doesn't have to include an industry 
knifing. 





Good Hoakum 

In ‘Where the World Folds Up 
at Night’ Dixie Wils... has produced 
an interesting story of circus life 
for non-prof--sional consumption. 
Show folk will realize that Miss 
Wilson was traveling with the 
show more as an onlooker than a 
bona fide employee, but to the lay 


reader it all sounds delightfully 
real, 

Though she has gilded the lily 
very generously, the author has 


none the less managed to preserve 
an atmosphere of sincerity, It will 
throw many sidelights on trouping 
and if the lights a.: sometimes too 





highly colored the average reader 
will neither know nor care. (D. Ap- 
pleton & Co.) 
Stays in Havana 

Charles B. Garrett, who edited 
Pathe’s sales house organ prior to 
absorption by RKO, will stay in 
Havana permanently under present 


intentions. 
He has landed the motion picture 





editor chair on the Havana ‘Ameri- 
can-News’ there. 
The Picture Way 
Leading off its $2,000,000 exploi- 


a 


campaign for its” selling 
Motors 


week in the 


tation 
drive in 50 General 
used 10 pages last 


‘Satevepost.’ The G. M. 


cities, 
display in 
Los Angeles ran April 2-9. In eae 


of the 55 keys an institutional dis- 


os 








} 


j 
| 


i epigrammatist. 


} 


| 
| 


Columnists’ Haven 


Overabundance of columnists has 
hit the Chicago ‘American.’ No less 
than seven columns of theatrical 
material is jammed in on two pages. 
In a few recent editions it was 
necessary to spread out to a third 
page, with the Hearst sheet not 
particularily happy about thé situa- 
tion. 

On a recent executive order Her- 
man Devries, music critic, Was 
pushed out among the other six 
columns forcing some of the other 
stuff out of the paper entirely for 
some editions. Lineup now includes 
Hazel Flynn, 
Herman Devries, 
Mark Hellinger 
roll, Last 


Walter Winchell, 
and Harrison Car- 


three are syndicated. 


Mail Order Pubs 


A new book publishing organiza- | 


tion, Prosperity Publishers, Inc., 
will make its debut this month with 
a book claimed to give the inside on 
the Lindbergh kidnaping, called 


‘The True Story of the Lindbergh 
Kidnaping.’ Authors are two As- 


sociated Press men who will 
pseudonyms. 

Head of Prosperity Publishers, 
Ine., is a real estate man, Albert C. 
Illich, with previous publishing ex- 
perience in the mail order field. 
Planned by Dlich to market the 
Lindbergh book through both mail 
order and the regulation book-sell- 
ing channels. 

If the kidnaping book gets over, 
Prosperity Publishers, Ine. will 
make an attempt at real prosperity 
with other books, mostly of a topi- 
cal nature.- 


use 


—_— —_ -—— 


Will Visit Russia 

Alice Hughes, ‘World-Telegram,’ 
will tour Russia. Trip is to gather 
material for articles for her paper. 

Miss Hughes sails on the Bremen 
April 13. 

Leonard Hall, editor of ‘Photo- 
play, ’is also scheduled for a Rus- 
sian visit. 





Actor Writes Novel 


Harry Mount, one time juv at 
Fox, has written a novel titled ‘Bad 
Conduct,’ which has been accepted 
by Vanguard. 

For scrivening Mount is billing 
himself as Monte Clay. He is a 
brother of Monte Brice, Paramount 
writer and director, 





Stoddard as C:Es 
Dayton Stoddart, former news- 
paperman and lately a press agent, 
returned to the first classification 
yesterday (Monday) as city editor 

of the ‘Morning Telegraph.’ 
Stoddart succeeded Bill Keefe, 
who is enroute to Hollywood to 

join Metro’s writing staff. 





Lewton’s Second 


Vanguard has set with Val Lew- 
ton for publication of a new novel 
under the title of ‘Yearly Lease.’ It 
will deal with snooty Westchester 
County (N. Y.). 

This is the second book for Van- 
guard by Lewton, member of the 
Metro (N. Y.) publicity staff. 





Show Kids’ Tab 

Weekly sub tabloid paper to be 
devoted to the activities of children 
on the stage and in pictures will be 
published by David Crown in 
Hollywood. 

It will be a four page affair sell- 
ing at five cents. 





Real Names of Authors 


Eleanor Hallowell Abbott, author 
of ‘The Minister Who Kicked the 
Cat,’ is Fordyce Coburn. A. E., 
‘Song and Its Fountains,’ is George 
William Russell. 





Subscribers’ ‘No’ 


‘Charm,’ department store organ 


of L. Bamberger Co., Newark, has 
been discontinued. } 
Decision to discontinue ‘class’ 


paper was the result of an adverse 
vote by subscribers. 


Chatter 





Circulation of New York Dailies 





Circulation reports by all 





tob Reel, Fritz Blocki, | 





New 
New York Post Office as of April 1, 1932, as required. 
Comparisons of figures for three previous six months periods are: 


April 1 Oct. 1 April 1 Oct. 1 
1932 1931 1931 1930 
Datiy BEWTOR 6. sé deasuceses 557,073 585,502 561,906 502,183 
Daily News ..«cccccccecseccce 1,800,008 2,946,802: L.get.cee 1,812,467 
Daily News Record cecceccoce 11,794 11,962 12,018 12,311 
Daily Racing Form ...cccsce 11,599 15,635 14,732 19.799 
Daily Running Horse ...... 10,169 14,657 14,587 16,875 
M. P. Daily (formerly Exhib- 
| itorea BevieW) i.cicscccse ° 5.283 5.369 5.853 6,136 
} Sane NOE ure 46a actld wee econ 2,466 5,491 5,468 5,469 
| Journal of Commerce eececee 20,081 21,230 22,558 24,054 
Morning Telegraph ..... cece 13,631 eeu 14,957 cet 
) Meneeiogs 2.0: <icvccca seavane S00468 ona 360,285 339,846 
j Graphic .... a =e einetonane 237,610 es 275,992 281,184 
| Evening Journal icccececede 677,400 baci 651,213 621,154 
| mvemineg Poet. ..iccacenaasee 202,000 100,833 103,142 102,612 
Herald Tribune .sr.cecesscees 355,894 344,424 323,871 321,165 
World-Telegram ..ecccocscsee 414,581 413,178 272,956 ee 
yo ee eoecccesoce 511,791 499.937 487,056 469,830 
BUM sccves Tere scceuweee 398,091 293,368 305,415 300,750 
Wall Street Journal .eccccce 34,515 39,649 48,418 48,418 
Women’s Wear Tertr TT. 33,148 32,072 32,491 31,818 
Jockey and Sports cececcccccce 6,691 8,000 7,494 eevee 
DOPWORE “ni icidacdcdascancees 2Tee 143,897 144,716 cere 


York daily publications to the 








Murders,’ which 
criticism. 

Charles Norman not yet convinced 
there is no money in poetry. 

Will Cuppy, amateur § scientist, 
has an idea of grafting wheat and 
pussywillow so that wheat may be 
grown in a climate and kept 
warm. 

Georgette Carneal’s radio talks 
almost as spicy as her new novel. 

To ‘arrive’ in New York, a scrib- 
bler must get an air interview by 
Thomas L. Stix. 

Book League’s May 
‘Maids and Mistresses,’ by 
Kean Seymour. 


may be a form of 


cold 


choice is 
Beatrice 


Glenway Westcott coming back 
soon, 
Sax Rohmer side-stepping Fu 


Manchu for the time being in favor 
of Yu’an See. 

‘The Scorpion’ is 
‘Well of Loneliness.’ 

‘The Journal of Arnold Bennett’ 
will contain many passages deleted 
from the English edition. 

Charles J. Dutton is 
when not scribbling. 

Rupert Hughes and 
Dial back to the Coast. 

Claire Spencer to Mexico. 

Franklin Leonard, here but three 
weeks, has sold four stories al- 
réady:”~ Won't leave ~wniti! he dis- 
poses of the other two. 

Mare A. Rose, the only ex-news- 
paperman knowing anything about 
money, has written ‘A Primer of 
Money,’ with Donald B. Woodward. 

Pearl S. Buck reported as return- 
ing from China this summer. 

Dorothy Waring, out of Mohawk 
Press, will go over to Godwin, Inc., 
as editor-in-chief. In line with the 
new Godwin policy to build up its 
fiction list, with Miss Waring’s par- 
ticular duties to acquire name 
seribblers. Godwin, publishing a 
general line of books, is weak on 
fiction, hence the desire to build up 
that end. Miss Waring is well known 
in the book industry, and is par- 
ticularly conversant with the fiction 
field. 


the German 


a minister 


Patterson 





I’m Telling You 


(Continued from page 40) 


of Maurice Chevalier in front of the 
Rivoli, a boy decided to take his girl 
inside, 

A few minutes later he was back 
demanding his money returned on 


the ground he thought he was en- 








Noel Meadow gaining fame as an 


| 

Gordon Leland having a boo} on | 
bridge published, as which bridge| 
player isn’t? | 

Elinor Glyn, after a long hiatus 
has written a new one, 

Fred Pasley’s British publishe: 
publicizing his ‘Muscling In’ as an| 
expose of the kidnaping racket.’ 

Margaret |] I will sing on re-| 
juest 

The French speaking literati hang 
( at the Cercle Victor Hugo. | 

Cyril Clemens, grandson of Mark | 
[wain, has taken to seribbling, too. | 

Dorothy Heyward’s new myste 
story is called ‘The Pulitzer Prize 


tering Steeplechase Park. 
Horror-scope 
Had a birthday last week so my 
mother gave me my horoscope to 
fread, 
It said—‘Don't make a move for 
three months!’ 
Little Accident 
Willie Moc e, broke his leg, but 
they didn't have to shoot him. He 
s rapidly recovering, but mean- 


while the world has engaged an 
inderstudy to manage it. 

However, Dinty (Pop) Moore is 
finally getting a chance to hecome 
acquainted with his own estahlish- 
ment, 


Ostermania 


M on Berle is back at he Pal- 
ace his mother grew tired laying 
loff....auto show a great help 
hotel lobbies now put automobile: 
where guests once stood....pros- 
perity may be just around the cor- 


a 
ner but the world looks like a round 


house....Are You Reading? 





Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 41) 


kiss, and she started to bawl again. 
She said I didn’t love her any more, 
and I had to say I did. Then we 
went out to breakfast. 


Tillie said it felt funny being in a 
strange town with me. I said yes. 
She said it would be fun being an 
actor’s wife and traveling all over 
the country with him and I said yes. 
Then she said why not get married 
this afternoon, and I said no. 

I had to take her to a picture 
show this afternoon and then to din- 
ner, I’m getting tired of dragging 
her around, 

I wish I was busy acting. 





St. Paul—Tuesday, 

There is nothing but lies in my 
life and I will soon pay the penalty. 
Iam an innocent man being forced 
into dirty work. 

Quantrelli phoned me again this 
morning, and I said I still didn’t 
feel good, so she said she would 
come over anyway. I told her please 
not to come over because it would 
only make her sad looking at me 
sick, and she said if I was that sick 
where was I yesterday afternoon 
iwhen she phoned the hotel. 


I couldn’t think of any answer, 
but I thought of one later. I should 
have told her I went to see a doc- 
tor. 


Quantrelli started getting mad 
over the phone, so I had to tell her 
I'd come over and pick her up at 
her hotel and we'd go out. 


Just as I was sneaking out of my 
hotel Tillie came into the lobby and 
asked me why I didn’t call her to 
take her out to breakfast. I said I 
had to go and do some rehearsing 
for the act and didn’t want to wake 
her up. 

‘Take me along,’ said Tillie. ‘It 
will be fun watching you be a 
stooge.’ 

I told her I couldn’t do that be- 
cause Mr. Bowery got sore when 
people watched him practice acting. 
Then Tillie looked at me funny and 
said didn’t I love her, and I said 
please not to talk that way in the 
lobby with people looking. 

All at once Tillie’s lip shook and 
she was crying right in the lobby. 
Everybody stared at her and at me 
and I got red in the face and told 
her to shut up. Then I ran out of 
the hotel feeling terrible because 
that is no way to talk to the lady 
you are going to marry. 

When I got to Quantrelli’s hotel 
she looked at me and said I wasn't 
sick. I had so much on my mind I 
had forgot to pretend how sick I 
was, so I couldn't do anything ex- 
cept just look silly. Quantrelli 
|srabbed my arm tight and asked me 
|if there was another woman I had 
| met somewhere and I said of course 
; not. 

We went out to lunch together 
and then to a show and I tried to 
tell her about Tillie, but I couldn't. 
She looked so pretty and in the show 
she kissed me and made me dizzy, 
so there I was. 
| All at once in the show I got up 
j;and said I forgot all about having to 
| se« my dentist, and I kissed Quan- 
trelli real quick and hurried up the 
laisle. She followed right after me, 
so I sat down again and said never 
mind, 


We 





took a walk and had dinner 
together, me paying for everything, 
and then we went to Quantrelli’s 
hotel and talked and necked a while. 
It wasn't much fun for me because 
I kept worrying about Tillie and 
what would she think if she saw me. 


| When I got back to my hotel Tillie 
had her door locked and wouldn't 
answer when I knocked, 

| No man has ever had so much 
trouble in his life as I have now. 


Hiow I can even live through it is a 
real surprise to me. 
‘ I guess maybe it’s just life. 


aed 


Aces 


en aed ee es 


een te ans ca 


sea”. 


wSichaied Mdunaiedatiemnaaniine dicta iain ane ied eae 








=e sanenaa arene 


: 
: 
; 
: 


[ 
i 





sige tose: 


eer 


OF 






VARIETY 


RADIO 


Tuesday, April 12, 1932 























= EY veAB LIBEL JAM MOVED| Chicago NBC Plans to [Reversal Gives Fannie 
RADIO CHATTER — £10 HIGHER NEB. COURT| Take ‘News’-Owned ’AQ) Brice $1,000 Avains 








Lottice Howell is not coming back 


to NBC. 


Bing Crosby and Ed Sullivan on 


the outs. 


NBC will broadcast the Kentucky 


Derby May 7. 


Paul Moss holds open house for 
radio scribblers. wr 

Victor Young, CBS, is writing a 
musical comedy. 

Tom Brooks rated king of radio 


promotion editors. 


William Rose breaking in as an- 
pMouncer for WGY, 

Little Jack Little, CBS, wears ties 
and hanks to match. 

Credo Harris, manager WHAS, 


Louisville, is in New York. 

George Hicks, NBC announcer, 
once worked in a lumber camp. 

Russ Columbo likes to drive fast, 
Dut often gets lost in the city. 

Ted Bergman, CBS’ ‘Joe Palooka,’ 
married last week to Finette Walker. 


Ann Johnson of legit doing dra- 
matic work for WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Boswell Sisters, CBS, added an- 
other secretary to take care of fan 
mail. 

Harry Leedy, mgr. Boswell Sis- 
ters, cured of sure things at race 


tracks. 
KFOR, Lincoln, in the final stages 
of reorganization and under a new 


policy. 

Nat Brusiloff, orchestra leader, is 
@ stay-at-home since he became a 
father. 

Art Jarrett, CBS singer, taking 
@ screen test for RKO-Radio Pic- 
tures. 


Gene Austin, on a vaude tour, is 
due back in New York for a radio 
commercial, 

Ted Barron handling Leon Roth- 
fer, Met singer, and Harold Atter- 
idge, lyricis*. 

George Hall’s orchestra gets the 
CBS wire 11 times weekly from the 
Taft, New York. 

Big Bill Tilden was guest of Kern 
Tips, radio reporter, on an inter- 
view over KTRH. 

Welcome Lewis won't play bene- 








Ever-Ready 
Safety Razor Program 


Sponsored by 
Americar. Safety Razor Co. 








VICTOR 


Musical 
Director 





American 
ind)» Brunswick 
Records 
Hart, Schaffner 
& Marx and 
Hinds’ Honey 
Almond Cream 
Broadcasts 





ROCKWELL 


fits with pit band. Insists upon her 
own accompanist. 

Someone accused Toscha Seidel, 
CBS, of being cut-in by Brahms. He 
didn’t understand. 


Louis Reid, New York ‘American’ 


radio scribbler; moved into a new 
office with a radio. 

P. R. Allen, ‘Times’ new staff, 
doing weekly news review over 
WHAS, Louisville. 

Charles Flagler, WHAS, Louis- 
ville, soloist, playing Indiana and 
Kentucky theatres. 

Vicki Baum goes on WJZ with 
Montrose Moses, critic, tomorrow 
night (Wednesday). 


Sisters of the Skillet, NBC, offered 
‘Skillet News’ and received 50,000 
requests in two days. 

Pinky Day, former song plugger, 
now calling’ the rassling holds Mon- 
days over KJR, Seattle. 

Jack Pearl, just finished in the 
‘Follies, may go in for that radio 
business in a big way. 





Louie Armstrong broadcasting 
nightly over KMPC, Beverly Hills, 

per KMTR, Holly wood, 

James Melton, NBC tenor, plan- 
ning vaude excursion after his con- 
cert debut at Town Hall. 

Ray Soat, radio disc company 
heard, options ‘Julie’s Mr. Ames,’ 


the big tear-jerking script. 

Favorite story of Frank Luther, 
NBC tenor, concerns the time he 
was a youngster in Arizona, 

Tom Rockwell, Mills Brothers and 
Ruth Etting’s mer., claims a new 
find in Ferris Boys, double act. 

Bernice Petker (Mrs. Ed Carney) 
has authored three new songs, latest 
being ‘Lullaby of the Leaves.’ 

Similarity of talent and program 
names, Gus Van on Van Heusen and 
George Burns on Burns Panatella, 

Pickens Sisters, NBC, must have 
their hominy grits for breakfast 
daily; and must come from Atlanta. 

Joe Williams, sports writer, forced 
to reject lucrative radio offer be- 
cause his sheet says he can’t air his 
views. 

John Royal, NBC v. p., posed for 
his first photo in five rears when 
presenting an ivory baton to B. A. 
Rolfe. 

Tito Guizar’s new theme song is 
‘Little Sweetheart,’ which the Span- 
ish tenor wrote himself. Bibo-Lang 
will publish. 

KFVD has Federal Commission's 
permission to move from the Hal 
Roach studio, Culver City, to its 
new home near the Ambassador Ho- 
tel, Los Angeles. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, CBS, 
writing a, book to answer all the 
questions about themselves. Will 
be plenty hokey. 

Wesley (Freckles) Barry and his 
orchestra broadeasting from. the 
Rice hotel, Houston, have a corner 
on KTRH fan mail. . 

J. C. Lewis, Jr., now on continuity 
staff at KHJ, L. A., as the station’s 
song writer. Staff songwriters are 
new to coast radio. 

Burton Blackwell, former member 
Bainbridge Players, Minneapolis, 
added to staff of continuity writers 
at WHAS, Louisville. 

Innis Harris, of the Erwin-Wasey 
agency, who went ahead of the 
Wons-Downey-Renard circus, back 
with 10 added pounds, 

With the return of ‘Zeke’ (Leo 
Mannes), KMPC, Beverly Hills, has 





its hillbillies back intact with the 
exception of Glen Rice. 
Martha Morton McKay, WLS, 


Chicago, p. 
line 


a., pounding out a head- 


story on the new studio ar- 
rangement and furniture. 
WTMJ, ‘Milwaukee Journal’ sta- 


tion, sponsoring non-pro jazz piano 





THOMAS G. 


Manavement 





contest held on the stage of the Wis- 
consin theatre April 8-14. 
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Kay Donna, being groomed for 
network stuff from WTAM, Cleve- 
land, was known as Kay Kronick 
when at WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Don Bestor’s band, on KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, for months, went over 
to WWSW during its engagement at 
the Pittsburgh G. M. exhibit. 

Dan Thompson, Louisville, ’Times’ 
film critic, giving five-minute talk 
on Saturdays, but barred from us- 
ing material on current shows. 

Reason why no audience is per- 
mitted to watch the ‘Rise of the 
Goldbergs’ broadcasts, NBC, is that 
it makes Gertrude Berg nervous. 

ed Kay, announcer at KQY, 
Pittsburgh, and Louis L. Kaufman, 
‘Sun-Tele’s’ Globe- Trotter, over 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, are brothers. 

Walter Gelhard talks Chicago ra- 
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Chicago, April 11. 
Whether a broadcasting station 
is liable m a political argument sent 
over the air will be decided by the 
Appellate court in Nebraska, in the 


first midwest case of its kind, in- 
volving the slander suit of Attor- 
ney General Sorenson of that state. 

Sorenson sued Richard I’. Wood, 
Lincoln lawyer, for statments the 
latter made in a campaign speech 
two years ago and was awarded a 
$1 verdict. At that time the jury 
found station KF AB at Lincoln not 
liable. Sorenson had asked $100,- 
000 damages. 


KFAF holds up the federal radio 
act which requires stations to per- 
mit political broadcasts to go on 
uncensored, while the other side 
main‘ains that radio stations should 
be held liable for their broadcasts 
as much newspapers for their 
printed statements. 


as 





dio business strictly in terms of 
psychology and psychiatry as far as 
program production is concerned. 
Camel unit back in New York 
from Boston. All made the jump by 
train except Jacques Renard, portly 
orchestra leader, who insisted upon 
fiying. 

Graham Harris conducting unem- 
ployed musicians’ benefit at Albany 
April 17 with Empire State Sym- 


phony orchestra he founded and 
directs. 

Con Conrad leaves mysterious 
notes all over rooms in any apart- 
ment he visits heralding: ‘WEAF 
11 p. m.’ That’s when Russ Colum- 
bo goes on. 

Series of hospitalities for Ted 


Nabors, announcer at KTRH, Hous- 
ton, and his bride, the former 
Hazel Daigle of the Sanger theatres, 
New Orleans, 

KFAB, Lincoln, faces possibility 
of having radio comish’s allowance 
of 25,000 watts withdrawn if con- 
struction site for new station is not 
selected soon. 

Dick Sharp, sports ed. of Post In- 
telligencer, giving blow-by-blooey 
boxing radio story of fights in Seat- 
tle, tells it over KXA, changing re- 
cently from KOL. 
Harry Barris in New 
fortnight with the new 
(Loyce Whiteman), also 
California ether rep, 
confer with NBC. 
Florence Fisher Parry, dramatic 
critic and columnist for the Pitts- 
burgh ‘Press,’ goes network from 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, with her weekly 
‘Chats Between the Acts’ talk. 
Charlie Crafts, former Balaban & 
Katz theatre m. ec. and lately with 
the Cafe Winter Garden, now has 
his own orchestra and is airing 
nightly over WCFL, Chicago. 

Barry Halloway shifted to the day 
staff of NBC’s publicity dept. this 
week. Halloway came to NBC two 
weeks ago from the U. P. and has 
been on the night shift since. 

Walter Davison, Clyde McCoy, 
Johnny Johnson and Milburn Stone, 
orchestra leaders at WHAS, Louis- 
ville, can be found any morning 
playing golf as a foursome in Cher- 
okee Park. 

B. A. Rolfe became so excited 
during his premiere on Ivory, NBC, 
that he grabbed a trumpet to lead 
the band. An attendant took it 
away, fearing Rolfe might break 
the mike with it. 

National Radio Adv. office some- 


York for a 
Mrs. Barris 
having a 
30th in to 





what vacated in Chicago, with Eddie 
Voynow to the Coast and Larry 
Field to Canada, which trips broke 
up a hot tournament of Wrigley 
building ping-pong. 

Roy G. Palmer, producer of sound 
effects at station WWAKE in Ham- 
mond, Ind., wound up in a hospital 
after almost blowing off two fin- 
gers with a gun, as a result of be- 
ing a stickler for realism. 

Radio revue will be held at Murat 
theatre, Indianapolis, May 2-8. Rob- 
ert Z. Long is director. Entertain- 
ment will include Gertrude Dooley, 
Jim and Walt of WKBF, and others 
Presentations will change nightly. 


William N. Greer, former chief 
engineer at KF UL, Galveston, suc- 
ceeds Jack Gross as manager. Syl- 


vester Gross, former program direc- 


tor, goes to KTSA, San Antonio. 
J. D. Ilolmes of New York takes 
Greer’s place on tech end. 

Maxine Jolly, J. Bynete and Gor- 


don McBean, radio crooners of Seat- 
tle, had bombs hurled into 
apartment room in which they were 


gas 


crooning a few songs near mid- 
night. All three were weeping 
when police called and the cops 
broke down, too. 


William S. Hedges, manager of 
WMAQ and past president of the 
National Association of Bronadcast- 
was elected head of the Chicago 


ers, 





|} Broadcasters’ Ass'n last week. Ho- 
|} mer Hogan, manager of KYW, was 
; 1e-elected vice-president and W. E. 
| Hutchinson of WAAF was named 
sec. and treas. Appointed as direc- 
|} tors were Quinn Ryan, manager of 
WGN, and Morgan Eastman of 

WENR, retiring prexy of the Chi- 
cage group, 





Chicago, April 11. 

NBC has taken preliminary steps 
to merge the operations of WMAQ 
with its network activities in the 
Merchandise Mart studios. If plan 
goes through it will mean the clos- 
ing down of the WMAQ studios 
in the ‘Daily News’ building May 1 
and the dropping of about 20 per- 
sons currently on the station’s pay- 
roll. Among those slated to 
tained are the WMAQ manager, 
William Hedges; his assistant, 
Judith Waller; the commercial 
manager, Bill Hay, and the prc- 
gram manager, John Gihon. 

Network took over the 
tion of ‘News’ outlet last 
ber on a four-year lease 
witt, the paper's publisher, 
Frank Knox. Accumulative rental 
over this period was to apply as 
the purchasing price of a half in- 


be re- 


opera- 
Novem- 
signed 
Col, 


terest in the station, with leasce 
terms also giving the network an 
option to buy at the end of the 


four-year period. 

Motive behind the merging of the 
station with the network studios is 
exclusively one of economy. NBC 
figures that in operating the wave 
length out of its Merchandise Mart 
plant it can effect a saving of over 
$100,000 a year. 


NBC DEAL OFF, GIVES 
KENNAWAY SHORT END 


Chicago, April 11. 

Working agreement between NBC 
and the Kennaway booking office, 
which has been in existence since 
last July, was called off by the net- 
work last week. Arrangement was 
one of those undocumented affairs, 
vague as to its advantages for 
either party, but at least stipulat- 
ing that Kennaway bands would be 
given preferences in the way of net- 
work pickups in return for the 
privilege of collecting half of the 
commission on a Kennaway band 
booked into an NBC spot. 

Network tosses the entente 
cordiale into the discard with the 
final score considerably in its favor. 
Among other things it will con- 
tinue to collect the full commission 
on the- Charlie Anew combo-:rt the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, though the 





band comes from the Kennaway 
list. In order to get Agnew into 
the ultra stand Kennaway had 


agreed to cede its split in the com- 
missions while the band remained 
under NBC direction. 

One of the advantages obtained 
through the Kennaway hookup 
originally was the flock of bands 
brought to the NBC pickup fold, 
most important among those being 
the combo filling the Hotel Morrison 
engagement. With Don Pedro due 
to pull out of the latter spot in two 
weeks and with Frankie Masters 
slated to follow on a direct contract 
with the hotel, NBC quietly stepped 
in last week without consulting 
Kennaway and arranged for the re- 
lease nightly of the Masters com- 
bination. Elimination of Kenna- 
way from this major pickup point 
served to diminish the necessity of 
the working agreement the network 
had with the booking office. 


———=s 


Ad Agency—Precedent 


Unique decision, somewhat of a 
precedent in the radio field on re. 


lations of actors to commercial 





sponsors, saw Fannie Brice Vice 
torious in a $1,000 claim against 
Erwin - Wasey, the advertising 
agency which staged the Philco 
programs. This was a balance on ; 
a three-time radio 


engagement 


















Comedienne received $2,000 for the s 
two she performed and was can- sf be 
celled on her third. wit 
Krwin-Wasey contended it was pte 
a custom in radio and show circles = 
that should a change of Policy oe. 90 
cur, aS was the instance when = 
Philco decided to abandon the name a 
guest star idea, the advertising ~~ 
sponsor wasn’t responsible. That 
was the only reason for refusal to | of 
pay. = 
Ad agency was sustained in the “ 
lower court and Miss Brice's suit = 
dismissed, but on appeal the de. a 
cision was reversed and a verdict oe 
awarded her without further trial, ae 
Court sustained the contra ‘tual %. 
obligation without taking coge- se 
nizance of any trade customs. i 
What distinguished the matter . 
was that the comedienne and tne aoe 
William Morris office, which repe- Sr 
resented her, had a written pro- bony 
vision that cancellation would also Ws 
cancel] the obligation. Sut in the 
actress’ contract with Erwin-Wasev 
there was no such provision. E-W 
wanted to abide by the regular I 
theatrical contract between Miss for 
Brice and the Morris office, but the the 
court wouldn’t recognize any such 27 
extraneous covenant. 193 
= I 
BORDONI’S 13 a 
Trene Bordoni goe Fleise ep 
goes on eische 
mann, NBC, 13 times, with Rudy = 
Vallee, beginning April 21. — 
Ray Perkins winds up as m. ¢, ™ 
for the same advertiser April 14. 
— _ ~ ——a 
CLIFFORD ‘ 
SOUBIER 


OL PAPPY 


(Negro Characterization) 


“Radio here has some- 
thing to offer the most 
esthetic fistener, and yet, such is the art of 
this session, that it has its appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 


MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 
at 4:30 P. M., Over NBC BLUE NETWORK 








TED 
FIO-RITO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Frolic’s Cafe 


CULVER CITY, CALIF, 


Broadcasting Nightly Over 


KFWB 
Warner Bros. Station, Hollywood 
Management 













































































Dropping of the working agree- MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA = 
ment will also mean cutting out the rc 
Drake, one of the Kennaway spots, | | 
as one of the nightly pickup point. | 
Latter niche is currently filled by ED CONNIE 
Carl Moore. Ted Cock, another Presents . 
Kennaway band, however, will be | 
extended for the time being his S { 
nightly outlet through the local i een ~ 
WMAQ, which is NBC-operated. oan 

George Ackerman, brought in 8 
from the Kennaway office and given Stanic 
a booking berth in the NBC band 
department, will be retained tempor- . E 
arily to clean up pending matters With o ox : 

eee — em in Her VOICE : 

Reginald B. Martin, former Chi- OLDSMOBILE’S § 
cago announcer, has moved down to AY ~ 
WKBB in Joliet, Ill. He rates in MELODY SPEEDW . = 
charge of programs and personnel. WOR and 80 Associate Stations = 
} 

H. LEOPOLD SPITALNY : 
SHEAFFER LIFETIME REVUE 
Over NBC Coast to Coast Network 
- Loe TOw nt POPS REVUE 
tlectrical Transcription Twice Weekl 
Over 18 Stations and Sacreasing Weekiy = 
| GENE and GLENN 
| ° 
| With JAKE and LENA 
The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 
| RR A. M. DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY RUSSELL B. WISE 
MATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY ANNOUNCER J — 
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5 OUT IN NBC N. Y; 
BUREAU SHAKE-UP| 





NBC’s artists’ New York Bureau 
was shifted plenty last week with 
five members declared out. 
were Phil Ponce, who handled the 
vaudeville bookings; Ken Dolan, 
assistant to Ed Scheuing; 
Towne, club booker; 
England and Alice Murphy, a sec- 
retary. 

The clean-up increased the duties 
of Scheuing, who heretofore handled 
only stars such as Paul Whiteman, 
3uddy Rogers ind Rudy Vallee. 
Turned over to him now are Jesse 
Crawford, Floyd Gibbons, Russ Co- 


lumbo, Pickens Sisters, Tito Coral, 
and Harry Parris. 
Those continuing in the Artists 


head of 


Schad, 


Bureau are George Engels, 
the department; Herman 
Dan Tuthill, Scheuing, Sam Ross, 
Mort Milman, Bill Card, John Babb, 
Bruce Quisenberry and Ernest Cut- 
ting. Latter is stationed at the 
Waldorf. 


NBC’s Early Move 


Radio City engineers have in- 
formed NBC execs that they figure 
the network can move into its new 
27 studios in Radio City by May, 
1933. 

In the original plans for Radio 
City, it was estimated that the NBC 
building would not be ready until 
the latter part of 1933 or 1934. 





They | 
| feati ire 


Grace | 





PIERRE ANDRE 


—ANNOUNCING— 


“Little Orphan Annie” 
Daily 
WGN-WENR, 5:45 P.M. C.S.T., N.B.C, 


“EASY ACES” 
WGN, 6:15 P.M., C.S.T.. Mon-Wed-Fri 
BOB BECKER PROGRAM 
WGN, 4:45 P.M. C.S.T. Sundays, C.B.S. 


C.B.S8. 





j 
} 
| 


Edward Park | 














RED NETWORK- EVER 
TUESDAY 12:30 PM. ESE 


NB. 


EYMOURWY 


ORCHEST 
Fema al 











Ralph Kirbery 
' ‘The Dream Singer” 


TUES. TO SAT. AT 
MIDNITE—E.S.T. 
SUNDAYS AT (1:15 P.M. 
WEAF 


Management 
N.B.C. Artists Service 




















RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Musical Director and 


Program Manager 
KHJ, Los Angeles 
Don Lee 


Columbia Network 





FUNNY PAPER READERS 


Riggs and 
After Two Years 

Pittsburgh, 
and Moke, local 
considered the 


? 
devel 


April 11. 
air team, 
most popular ether 

yped 


led their first 


Riggs 


locally, have 


lan commercial after 


two years of 
They g0 
W CAE for 

Boys 
twice 


broad 
weekly 
a local bakery. 
have been’ broadcasting 
weekly under their own names 
and twice additionally as ‘Uncle Bob 


sustaining 


on twice over 


and Betty,’ under which they read 
the comics from the ‘Sun-Tele, 
Hearst sheet, which controls the 


station. 





Chi Baseball 


B casts Fold: 
Sponsors Fade 


Chicago, April 11. 
not riding as high 
radio stations this 
year as last, due to the sharp fall- 
off in the number of advertisers 
willing to come forward and pay fo1 
the daily diamond broadcasts. Last 
year there were seven. stations 
blasting away with baseball play- 
by-play info, and all on commer- 
cials. This year only five stations 
will have baseball broadcasts, and 
of these only two are ready with 
commercials, 

Only two local stations with 
sponsors are WGN and WBBM. 
Both are repeating their last year’s 
advertisers: WGN taking Thomp- 
son’s restaurants for its fourth an- 
nual ride, while WBBM has Prima 
special beer for its third yver-, WGN 
spiel to be once more by Bob Elson, 
and WBBM again has Pat Flanagan 
to tell the folks about the batter-up. 
WGN will broadcast the home 
games of both the Sox and the Cubs, 
while WBBM will use only the Cubs 
tussles. WJKS, down in Gary, has 
a deal with Prima beer to do the 
Sox games for them, the Sox being 
the south side team, closer to Gary. 
WJKS is operated by Ralph Atlass 
brother of Leslie Atlass, chief of 
WBBM here. 


Simoniz Shifts Off Air 


Chicago, April 11. 


saseball is 
with the local 














ree BENNY KYTE = 


; And His Golden Tower Orchestra 


Detroit—Wed., 12:30-1 P. M., E.S.T. 
| Hi-Speed Gasoline | 
Loose Wile Biscuit Co. i 

i 


eK. D 


DUNN CIGAR ee | 











DON 
PEDRO 


AND HIS ORCH, 


Terrace Gardens, 
Hetel Morrison, Chicago 
Broadcasting 
KYW-WENR 
N.B.C. Network 


























HOWARD 
NEUMILLER 


Pianist and Musical Director 


—/) 


Simoniz program, on NBC since 
last June, suddenly wound up its 
ether career yesterday (10). Com- 
jmercial drew attention from the 
trade during its run for the shifts 
| ot the talent lineup, both frequent 
and at short intervals, with the 


Harry 
Nelson, warbler, 
longest stretch 
finish, 

Polish-maker reported considering 
a return to the air in the near fu- 
ture by way of discs. 


Crawford’s 4-Day Cut 


his’ six 


over the 
tap at the 


lasting 
and on 





Jesse 
weekly 
April 16. 


Crawford loses 
NBC sustaining periods 
The following day he 
starts under a new sustaining 
tract for twice weekly, including 
Sunday broadcasts, 
Crawford, for his stx weekly 
ainings, is getting $500. After 
fr he will be paid $150. 
| This kei Is in keeping 
| 


cone 





sus- 


April 


with 
NBC's yudget slice for iining 


eh Ml 


susts 


H. & H. Renews 














Station WBBM—C.B.S. 








seein 


—Y 
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D'Orsay Perfume. 


The , World’ a Record Rocora Makers 


BEN SELVIN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


N.B.¢ 












ens \ 


— 





' 


. Sat., 8:30 P.M. 


Moke Land Commercial | 


-“asts., | 


—- -—___ _-__—_. 


MEN UF 


NR 
CENTRAL CONTROL 


Four A’s Abandon Idea of 
Bureau Franchises Because 
of Chiseling Chances— 
Give Up Salary Fixing 
Idea and Declare for 
Open Market Bidding for 


Entertainers 

















Kogen combo and Katherine | 


Horn & Hardart has renewed its 
| WABC contract for another year. 
| Renewal takes effect April 17. 
Automat company is on WABC! 
for one ho each Sunday with a 
| kiddie program and has been broad 
asting for a year. 








|WEIGH TWO METHODS | 


paecde! 


Chicago, April 11. 

American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies has officially made 
up its mind to stay out of the talent 
booking business. 

After weighing proposals along 
this line the past six months, the 
association last week came to the 
conclusion that the buying and sell- 
ing of radio talent was one phase 
of the broadcasting industry that 
could not be. standardized and 
that the agency impresarios would 
have to continue to operate on the 
old principle of barter in the open 
market, 

Accustomed to a standard rat 
in everything they bought in the 
advertising business — newsprint 
space, cuts, radio time, ete., the 
agency men saw no reason why they 
couldn’t get together and work out 
a method of stabilizing the prices 
of radio talent. Committee assigned 


by the Four A’s to tackle the talent 
problem and to work out a price 
control plan were handed, for a 


helping start, two projects already 
suggested, 

One of the proposals 
organizing of a 
for talent where prices, 
ment, previous radio experience, 
stage or screen standing and other 
information would be ticketed. This 
central office, of course, -vould only 
be available for members of the 
Four A’s. 


advised the 
registration bureau 


manage- 


Private Booking Plan 

Other plan urged the backing by 
the association of a private book- 
ing office, with branches in import- 
ant key spots, which would perform 
the same registration service and 
also act as the purchasing agent for 
members of the Four A’s. Under- 
standing would be that the associa- 


tion’s list would buy exclusively 
through this privately maintained 
bureau. 

Not long after the committee 
started wrestling with these two 
p oppositions it was decided that tie 
| franchise idea contained too many 


possibilities of 
grift, 
tossed into the 


inside manipula- 
and was accordingly 
waste basket. While 
the first plan was theoretically ap- 
proved all ar_und, it was felt that it 
conjured up too many problems for 


ns and 


those without an extensive knowl- 
edge of show business in general 
to solve and that even here it 


would be difficult to stop bidding for 





talent among the association's 
members with consequent  boost- 
ing of prices, 


_ KOV Sold for $26,000 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 
The radio 
KQV 
| at public a 


bank for $2 


bidder for the 49,700 shares 


stock of sta- 
sold 


iction to the Ly 


common 


last week 


Na- 


tion here was 


nion 


} tional 6,000. The onls 


KQV has no network affiliation. 


ss : 


AND TALENT BOOKING 





2 
ww 


In Open Slap 


Olympics Anger Broadcasters 


on NBC Monopoly 











Los Angeles, April 11. 

j Breach between the local Olym 
pics committ°e and the Los An- 
|geles radio stations has been fur- 
ther widened by the receipt of a 
letter from the committee to the 
| local broadcasters’ association to 
ithe effect that it’s none of the sta- | 
tion operators’ business what the 
committee does relative to the dis- 
semination of the news of the 
events. 

Belated missive was in answer to 
a re iest for son the 
repo! 1 t the © my} rowd hag 
lsold exclrsive broadcast privileges 
to NBC. The locals had asked for 
}equal privileges with all stations 
jand all newspapers 
Latest move has sent the former 
| skirmish into open warfare and the 
sending of an appeal over the local 
committee’s head to the executive 
Olympiad committee in the east 


With this appeal is a virtual threat 
to the extent that unless equal ether 
rights are granted then the stations 
will continue to lay off blurbing the 
coming eve 
It is also pointed out that 
promoters of the Olympiad 
afford to have radio as an enemy) 
before and during the contests. 
KFI as Sonny Boy 
As the differences now stand, 





Big Incomes 


For ‘Unknowns 


ploited as individuals. 

It is all the more 
that anybody getting $800 or 
the stage is pretty well known, 
of the air unknowns are 


unusual in 


on 
while some 


work in vocal 
and duos; also recording. Addition- 
illy, he is a hillbilly specialist and 
contributes more or less anonymous 


semble 


yocal interludes with Gene Rode- 
mich’s Hollywood Nights program 
and elsewhere. Same for Melton 


As for the 
saxes and trumpeteers, 
band to another, getting fancy 
wages per hour, in excess of the 
union where they are capable 
jot some special instrumentation or 


musicians, 


one 








scale, 


solo interludes. 


Shows for 1 


April 11, 
Gold Medal 
drops its once 
and shifts 


adcasts on suc- 


Chicago, 

Starting next 
Fast Freight (CBS) 
weekly half-hour 
to two 15-minute 


week 


pel iod 


br« 


the | 
can't | 


none | 


Is Air Anomaly 


$1,000 | 


nevertheless drawing near $2,000. 
This is explained by Luther, 
for example, doing so much en- 


quartets | 


the ‘in’ ace | 
shift from | 


of the local oadcaste 
single blurb for the games, 
| with the exception of KII, the local 
NBC, a weekly 


stations are 


which has 


;outiet of 





feature, ‘Heroes of the Olympics.’ 
Significant is also the fact that no 
representative of this station has 
attended any of the L. A. Broade« 
casters’ association meetings since 
the games thing got into the open, 
While not official it is known that 
the other station owners are hot 
n the neck ind are virtually 
| pledged t l off anv futur mene 
tion of the Olympics unless they 
W t they consider an even 

bre 
Li ining up with the locals in the 
ficht is also CBS, which recently 
through KHJ, local outlet, offs red 
its full national service to the 
broadcasting of the events on none 
commercial periods, a proposition 


Committee meanwhile is silent on 
the ch has hold out 


to NBC. 


arges that it 





\§ 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| ths at has since been turned down. 


FEATURED —_— 


COLUMBIA 
NETWORK 
DAILY 
CHAR 
PROGRAMS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 3:15 2M 











‘JESSE 





An anomaly in radio is the big CRAWFORD 
money some of the relatively un- 
known people such as Frank Luther, WwW E A F 
James Melton and other singers, 
along with musical specialists, are SUN.-MON, 
collecting weekly without any size- 11:30 P.M. 
able radio rep on their own. E. S. T. 

This is a paradox, since the air is TUES. 
the quickest means for general pop- THUR.-SAT. 
ularization, but these people are 11 P.M. 
worked so consistently and consecu- E. S. T. 
tively in minor support of the big WED. 
hours which, submerge talent, that 11:15 P.M. 
they haven't been particularly ex- E. S. T. 











Je MORGAN 


|. ORCHESTRA 








cessive nights. New schedule has 
the program set for Tuesday and 
Wednesday 
Show, which originates from | 1 Gotumbla System—820 P.M. 
WCCO, Minneapoli vill ntinue | ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 
: e Eddie D er at the CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
. nd | 0 Personal Managenent—Ted Collins 

















“MONARCH 
SPONSORED BY 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 9.00-9:15 P 


FRED L. JESKE 


MELODY MAN” 
MONARCH FOODS 


M., Cc. 8S. T., WGN, Chicago 
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ELY CULBERTSON 
Br dge Talks 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 


Listed in the apocrypha of adver- 
tising business is the fable that 
Wrigley has had a standing offer of 
$1,000,000 to anyone who could in- 
duce the ladies of the better social 
classes to adopt the gum-chewing 
habit. So far, no one has collected 
that cool grand slam. But the Wil- 
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cs Pat 
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JACK PAYNE Orchestra 
with LUCKY STRIKE 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

On one more trans-Atlantic pick- 
up attempt from London, Jack 
Payne’s orchestra, formerly the 
popular BBC band, was a 50% me- 
chanical success although 100% oth- 
erwise. First half of the Lucky 
Strike program short-waved Payne 
in good style, but a half hour later 
old man static barged across. 





liam Wrigley company, now headed 
by P. K. Wrigley, is still trying. 
It’s trying to sneak up on these 
society gals through the _ kitchen 
door and get them to stuff chicle 
into their jaws without quite 
realizing. Ely Culbertson, the 
bridge wiz, is the hoped-for super- 
salesman of the gum sticks. 

Many women persistently refuse | 
the chaw on the grounds that it’s] 
classified as unladylike. This pro- | 
gram doesn't broach that point at} 
all. It completely ignored the his- 
tory of social usage in the hope 
that the endeavor to play bridge 
more skilfully will induce’ the 
femmes to take to gum. In this 
series the line of attack is simple 
and shrewdly ingenuous. Culbert- 
son openly brags that he chews 
while he plays, and that chewing 


And since 
the bridge 


helps him to play better. 
Culbertson is rated as 


Payne's British Broadcasting 
Corp. training evidences itself on 
his microphonic stance for Lucky 
} Strike His brand of dance music 
proved highly acceptable, suffering 
nothing against the Joe Moss outfit 
from New York, which was the 
companion dance combo. Payne did 
his own announcing. 


Apropos of the Payne review the 
wisdom of the Walter Winchell style 
is again manifested on the air, as 
in his columnizing, of dealing chiefly 
with nationally known  personali- 
ties. That has taken Winchell, re- 
gardless of his own labeling as the 


Town Crier, into national promi- 
nence in that he doesn’t limit him- 
self to Broadway personalities of 


strictly local repute. 
haps with his 


Winchell, per- 
national syndication 
ever in view, sees to it that he 
bandies with big names. For air 
purposes, this actually becomes im- 





ace Dy counties of redoubling 
femmes, it’s figured their reasoning 
will be similar. 


The program is largely experi- 
mental on the part of the Wrigley 
outfit, the firm being evidently not 


certain about the proper time-spot- 
ting of the lectures. At present it 
is running two afternoon shows and 
one night session each week. Eut 
not convinced that it has chosen 
wisely, it has asked the listeners to 
inform what time they would prefer 
to listen. As present arranged, the 
afternoons would rate as Strictly 
for the gals, while the night-time 
third may be classified as for mixed 
audiences. 


Culbertson is on the air strictly 


erative. 

To return to 
Strike m.c. 
Static 
swered. 


Payne, 
uttered a 
Which was 


the Lucky 
prayer to Kid 
only 50° an- 
Abel. 


MASTERPIECES OF MUSIC 

Dr. John Henry Lyons 

Sustaining 

KECA, L. A. 

This series, on the air for the past 
three months, was originated by the 
Los Angeles Orchestra Assn. in the 
hope of giving the great unwashed 
a better understanding of symphony 
musie to the end that they would 
patronize the concerts of the L. A. 
Symphony Orchestra. Association 





on his rep as a’ bridge hound. For 
a reported $3,000 weekly he’s de- 
livering 15-minute tips on bridge. 
His series will apparently be con- 
fined to simple lecture stuff, and to 
the analysis of bridge hands. He is, 
of course, interested primarily in 
th: psychology of proper bidding 
rather than the tricks of play. It 
is interesting to view how strictly 
upper-class is the appeal of this 
program, a view that can be gleaned 
from Culbertson’s opening chatter 
on his bridge philosophy. 

Culbertson informed his audience 
that he conceived bridge as a means 
of escape from reality, and claimed 
that was the reason for the vogue 
ofthe game. He said it taught cor- 
rect and proper thinking. That 
simple crack about escape from 
reality gives an insight into just 
how small is the audience that 
Wrigley is trying to crash. Not the 
woman that’s at home hanging out 
the Monday wash; nor the women 
down at the butcher's arguing about 
the price of liver. It’s a try for the 
gals that go to afternoon musicales, 
teas and afternoon bridge sessions 
at the club. 

Culbertson himself comes over the 
air with a distinct European accent, 
but completely intelligible in his 
enunciation. That old world accent 
is probably a weighty point in his 
favor with the matrons. Under- 
Stood that Culbertson went on for 
his first program without any script 
prepared. His type of session, how- 
ever, requires none at all. It’s 
merely a simple extract from any of 
his analyses of prop hands. 

It's an item of interest that all 
programs are scheduled to be broad- 
cast from the ad agency’s office, 
which happens to be in the Wrigley 
building in Chicago; so that all pro- 
gramis on this series, which are over 
an NBC coast-to-coaster, will carry 
that announcement of ‘direct froni 
the Wrigley building,’ which is a 
plug in itself. Novelty angle is that 
WBB\M, local Columbia web key, is 
Spotted within the same walls, and 
both local and CBS sessions origi- 
nating locally, get that building- 
name slug. 

Air advertising up to 
been reckoned as wholly 
ploitation. The present series is 
strictly for a small class. Even the 
ordinary bridge player is largely ex- 
cluded, since the run of players 
won't rush to grab this session. But 
in spite of its relatively limited ap- 
peal, the move can be rated only as 
a smart piece of plugging in the at- 
tempt to squeeze the chewing gum 
into the society salons. Of particu- 
lar neatness in this regard is the in- 
ference of the plugging to the femme 
listener that as a perfect hostess 
Sh? should have a couple of pack- 
ages of gum spread on the bridge 
tables for her guests, even if she 
herselit doesn’t chew. 

With this series the Wrigley com- 
pany jumps into $1,500,000 class for 
expenditures on the ether, and takes 
the radio title for the number of 
programs devoted to the pounding 
of one article. Besides the bridge 
session, there are ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
at night and ‘Lone Wolf Tribe’ in 
the late afternoon for the kids. The 
evening sessions is figured for that 
great mass of average radio intelli- 
gence. This spreading of the ses- 
sions to capture three distinct types 

gof radio classes represents the in- 
creasing trend of national adver- 


now has 
mass ex- 


is satisfied with the results. 

What might have been a dry 
series turns out to be a both inter- 
esting and educational broadcast. 
Dr. John Henry Lyons, who explains 
the efforts of the masters when they 
composed symphonies was a happy 
choice. Director of musical educa- 
tion at the Pasadena schools, he 
takes it for granted that his listen- 
ers are not mental giants and does 
not burden them with musical tech- 
nicalities such as theory, harmony 
or musical evolution. 

Lyons uses for his illustrations 
symphony recordings of coming con- 
certs. Broadcast caught was Tschai- 
kowsky’s ‘Nut Cracker’ suite. That 
this particular composition was the 
result of a bad dream the com- 
poser had was probably news to 
most people. 

Intricate as this particular piece 
is with the celeste, bass clarinet, 
bassoon, oboe and other strictly ac- 
companying instruments _ soloing, 
Lyons made it clear to his listeners 
what the composer was attempting 
to say with music. Replaying the 
various solo bits, he introduced the 
listeners to instruments which pos- 
sibly they didn’t know existed. 
Interspersed with simple explana- 
tions and staying away from any 
highbrow references, he probably 
has done more to interest the aver- 
age person in orchestral music than 





any other ballyhoo agency. Call. 

CAPT. VOLNEY PHIFER 

Talk 

WGY, Schenectady _ 
Capt. Phifer, who is piloting 


Little Tarzan, used in Metro's ‘Tar- 
zan the Ape Man,’ in connection 
with opening of that picture, was 
subject of a 15-minute interview 
from WGY's Albany studio. Ques- 
tioning done by Jim Healey, local 
columnist. Healey turned in a 
pretty fair job, apparently under- 
taken on short notice. There was 
none of that forced-sounding 
laughter which invariably accom- 
panies interviews handled by wo- 
men, 

Capt. Phifer proved to be a rather 
interesting speaker, although he 
had neither the light touch nor 
vivacious manner which made sev- 
eral hunter-explorers popular as 
talkers on the chains. Chat dealt 
with the ape family, manner of 
training, etc., together with a his- 
tory of Little Tarzan. Latter 
‘talked’ into mike at the finish. 
Captain’s thoughts were cogently 
expressed. Part of talk sounded as 
though it might have been memor- 
ized. One drawback was fact 
Phifer spoke in a voice that, while 
strong and clear, carried a tired 
note—depressing for a 9:15 a. m. 
broadcast. Captain and interviewer 


overlooked naming local theatre 
playing picture. 
A smooth finish by announcer, 


Roland Bradley, clinched favorable 
impression, 





the air as they use the publications; 
smart magazines for the class trade, 
the cheaper rags for hoi polloi. And 
in radio there now arrives the dis- 
tinct separation of classes; on the 
air, however, doing the trick with a 
diversity of programs instead of a 
diversity of publications. This di- 
versity taking in both programs and 





tisers on the ozone, They are using 


time to gather the various types of 
listeners, Gold. 


O’CEDAR MELODY MEN 
Harmony Quartet and Dialog 
COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 


For an early morning broadcast 
(10:45 a. m.) this program tunes up 
in compact shape, reeling off an en- 
tertaining 15 minutes and bringing 
the commercial angle to the fore 
without rubbing it in. When a radio 
program, so lined up, is showmanly 
enough to camouflage a distinct 
plug, it is getting somewhere. 

That sense of showmanship is ob- 
vious here. Noteworthy, also, is the 
billing of the King’s Jesters, har- 
mony foursome formerly with Paul 
Whiteman’s band, as the ‘four-man 
vaudeville show.’ It has taken the 
air a long time to concede to show 
business as applicable to the ether, 
but they’s finding out more and 
more each day and with beneficent 
results. 

Here is the O’Cedar company of 
Chicago selling floor mops and pol- 
ish, not very romantic articles to be 


sure, but this program is made to 
sell and the show should do it. 


George Howard, Francis Barstow, 
John Ravencroft and Ray McDer- 
mott, comprising the Jesters, are a 
versatile bunch. Not only can they 
sing, but they can pick up instru- 
ments and really play. It was that 


musical versatility that put them 
over with the Whiteman orchestra, 
and will very likely further their 


prospects on their own. In addition 
to the boys there is a smooth tenor 
in William O’Connell. 
Away from the musical 
is the dialog between Patricia 
Hughes and Bess Johnson, which 
creditably is not as silly sounding 
as a good many on the same variety 
are. Two women have a lively talk 
about sundry matters, which doesn’t 
matter except that the plug for 
O’Cedar is subtly inserted. And 
that’s what counts. Span, 


interlude 


EUGENE INTERNATIONAL 
REVUE 

With Sam Lanin’s Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

Columbia won't get any cheers 
from fans for replacing the Mills 
brothers with this new commercial. 


Colored harmonists are tough to 
follow. This program juggling is, 


of course, necessary with new com- 
mercials coming up all the time, but 
reaction on listeners is n.s.g. once 
a broadcast period is established, 
such as in the case of the Mills 
brothers. 


Eugene is a continental hair- 
dressing outfit, specializing in all 
sorts of hirsute beautifiers, there- 


fore the international tag to the 
program. Idea is imaginary trips 
around the world, not a new slant, 
but open for novelties if done right. 
Lanin’s orchestra is a well blended 
one, and as such in a good spot to 
make a versatile showing. 

Timing of the initial program 
went somewhat awry, with the an- 
nouncer cutting in bluntly and right 
in the middle of a closing vocal 
number in order to get in the final 
gasp of a plug overdone through- 
out. No excuse for such an awk- 
ward interruption on a big time 
hookup, with all modern mechanical 
facilities. 

It’s become a hobby with all these 
imaginary air trips to start with 
Paris, and this one being no dif- 
ferent picked a cafe atmosphere 
with a chattering accented m. ec. 
Usual blatant noise, too. Unbilled 
vocalist delivers a couple of songs 
in mediocre style, taking the first 
one in English and dividing the 
second with French lyrics. 

Doesn’t look like this one will 
cr>ate much of a furore; at least it 
needs plenty polishing. On twice 
weekly, Monday and Thursday eves. 

Span. 





HALLIE STILES 
Soprano 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 


Miss Stiles, announced as sharing 
with Mary Garden distinction of be- 
ing only, American singer offered a 
permanent contract by [French 
Opera Comique and as prima donna 
of Chicago Civic Opera, was guest 
star on regular morning program of 
A. & P. over NBC red network. 
Sang three numbers, with food talk 
by a pair of male experts coming 
between first and second selections. 

Program was not arranged ina 
manner to employ Miss Stiles’ tal- 
ent to best advantage. Although 
pre-broadcast and introductory an- 
nouncements stressed her operatic 
connections, she did not do any- 
thing that faintly suggested such 
a career, 

Sang in English three ballads, 
first of which was ‘School Days.’ 
For an opera songbird warbling, 
that’s like Paderewski playing be- 
ginner’s exercises. Second number, 
a Southern ballad, put the most 
strain on Miss Stiles’ voice, star 
taking a top note nicely. Final se- 
lection was ‘I Know a Lovely Gar- 
den.’ Necessary to hurry a bit last 
two selections, although if speakers 
had cut out meaningless plug for 
photographer taking food pictures, 
there would have been plenty of 
time for Miss Stiles’ spots. 

She appeared to be just getting 
warmed up when broadcast closed. 
Simple type of numbers apparently 
sung with her approval, for she 
mentioned that ‘the morning is too 
early for opera.’ 





WEEK’S BEST BETS 


Orchestra, Songs 
KFRC, San Francisco 


The cream of the week's program 
crop is embodied in this pip of a 
half hour sent out over the western 
unit of CBS from its local studio. 
Outstanding selections from such 
programs as the Jamboree, Chiffon 
Jazz and other offerings of the pre- 
ceding week give the 30 minutes a 
meaty substance of quality. 


On the current production were 
Tommy Harris, pop songster; Cal- 
tana Christoph, soprano; Norman 


Nielsen, tenor; 
lect singer; 
vocalist; the 
Martin and 


Marie de Vaux ,dia- 
Edna O'Keefe, novelty 
Girls Trio (Duggerty, 
Ludlow) and Murray 
and Harris, the latter outstanding 
with their impressions in song of 
various Blue Monday Jamboree art- 
ists. 

Meredith Willson and orchestra 
did a capable job of soloing and ac- 
companying. Bock. 


B. A. ROLFE’S ORCH. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

After being off the air for several 
months after his Lucky Strike con- 
tract, with which 


Rolte was asso- 
ciated for nearly three years, the 
maestro staged his comeback last 
week with Ivory. Latter account 


gets the WJZ netwerl 
Thursday and Friday, 


twice weekly, 
for 15 min- 


utes. 

While with the ciggie advertiser 
Rolfe was criticized for his fast 
style. At that time he used about 


60 pieces. Rolfe’s tempo was blamed 
on George W. Hill, president of the 
American Tobacco, who, it was said, 
insisted upon that type of dance in- 
strumentation. However, it looks 
as though the fast, brassy, orches- 
tral style has gotten into Rolfe’s 
blood and he can’t get away from it. 

On this series Rolfe is using 35 
pieces. Some of the soloists are 
among the best known in the country. 
Now indulging heavily in symphonic 
orchestrations, his periods appear 
to be divided into two halves, judg- 


ing by the broadcast heard. The 
first consists of popular melodies 
which are utterly different from 
Rolfe’s former style, being sym- 
phonically tinged and of a fairly 


slow tempo. It also allows for the 
solo work by some of Rolfe’s expert 
musicians, 

It’s in the second half where Rolfe 
discloses that the former musical 
influence is still with him. The pe- 
riod is straight instrumentation 
from start to finish the only break 
coming around the middle via the 
plug. 

tolfe’s present style isn’t dance 
music. It’s okay audible stuff, how- 
ever, embellished with many breaks 
in the tempo. Strictly of the con- 
cert type, meant for those who want 
to pull up a chair to the loud 
speaker. 


—_— 


NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH 


Alexander McQueen and the Blau- 
fuss String Ensemble 

Talk and music 

Sustaining 

WMAGQ, Chicago 


Here is a fairly good idea spoiled 
by poor program production and di- 
rection. McQueen is endeavoring to 
establish himself as the ‘Ripley’ of 
the air, and he’s riding the waves 
each weekday morning with novel 
items. 

McQueen comes from WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, where he did the same sort 
of act. Now he’s on an NBC ar- 
rangement of about 18 transmitters. 
His time varies from 15 minutes to 
39. I*rom all evidence the act would 
best fit into the smaller and more 


‘compact session. 


There’s no doubt it’s McQueen 
who is the mainstay of the inter- 
lude. Yet he’s on the air only about 
one-fourth of the total running time 
of the period. The rest of the ses- 
sion is devoted to dull music. Pro- 
gram must make up its’ mind 
whether it’s going to be a musical 
period or a talking session. Maybe 
it’s a case of McQueen not having 
enough material to go around, and 
this system being employed to 
stretch it out for the 30 minutes. 
Then it should be cut to “5 minutes. 

And if even 15 minutes is too long 
for the number of items McQueen 
has on hand, or if they must have 
the music, then why not stick the 
fiddling on the two ends of the pro- 
gram and have McQueen concen- 
trate his chatter in the center. Such 
an arrangement would help both 
music and chatter. Gold, 





JACK CLARK and 
RADIO ROMEOS 

Songs, Tap Dance 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 


Period is divided between the 
vocal harmony of two boys and tap 
dances by Jack Clark, a radio dancer 
who operates a dancing school. 

Clark shades the warbling with 
his taps for the opening and clos- 
ing song and about the middle of 
the period has one solo number. On 
this broadcast Clark pounded out 
his taps to the rhythm of ‘Danc- 
ing on the Ceiling.’ 

Ray and Ted are the two harmon- 
ists. One is a high tenor and the 
other baritones in the Crosby man- 
ner. Boys have a pleasing delivery 


with a few trick vocal twists. Nov- 





elty and pop numbers used, 


—— 


WORK FOR ALL HANDS 
General Motors Radio Revue 
COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

General Motors struck a resound. 
ing and new note on the air by pute 
ting on a show that copped all 
listening attention on Monday night 
(4). Probably it was the most con- 
centrated effort yet made by a 
single commercial to tie up ; the 
country from one coast to another 
and it must have cost plenty, Dis- 
counting all the publicity splurges 
about what an ambitious invocation 
to prosperity this broadcast tended 
to convey, it was still a propitious 
undertaking, even though G. M, 
tried to slip by the real reason, that 
of selling its automobiles and other 
products. 

With what telling effect this 
broadcast reached out to millions of 
listeners may be gathered from the 
parade of names that looked like 
a benefit performance, And yet 
G. M. didn’t have to step out on the 
outside for the talent. It was all 
there, right in its own back yard, 
‘rom its own six programs, includ. 
ing Parade of the States, Chevrolet 
Oldsmobile, 3uick, Pontiac and 
lrigidaire, General Motors was able 
to choose, pick and combine a con- 
glomerated list of attractions, that, 


put together on one show was a 
cinch to click big. For lining up 


the production, spotting and routin- 
ing an hour’s show that was run off 
as smoothly as any stage produc. 
tion in“a finished condition, credit 
should be handed to whomever was 
responsible. 


To Erno Rapee, as main conduce 


tor of the show, went a bouquet 
for opening and closing the show 
with a solid impact. Rapee al- 


ready is on more radio programs 
than he can probably handle, which 
is the answer to his ability and 
reputation. What particularily stood 
out on this show was the 


' absence 
of confliction between the 


four or- 


chestras, each one sticking to its 
own style and interpretation, in- 
stead of making it a free for all, 
something that could have but 
didn’t happen. 

In that way Rapee led off with 


a symphonic arrangement on a not 
too heavy classic number and the 
Chevrolet group, with Frank 
Black’s combination, followed for a 
popular interlude. Included here 
were Lewis James, tenor, who chose 
‘Shubert’s Serenade’ for his single 
contribution, piano trilogy by Phil 
Ohmen, Victor Arden and Black, 
with Welcome Lewis’s warbling 
leading up the rear. With Aileen 
Stanley following in the next 
groove, the Oldsmobile layout with 


Gustave Haenschen’s’ band, the 
contrast between the two femme 
singers was marked. Miss Stan- 
ley’s sweet delivery of homespun 


melodies against the hotcha Miss 
Lewis was a contrast that didn’t 
muff. 

Harry Reser and his orchestra, 
representing Frigidaire, took the 
next spot for a snappy and brief 


spasm that had _ the - Rondolier’s, 
harmonists, tear off a couple of 
choruses in very good time and 
pace. Black, who doubles on the 
Buick program, returned with the 
Countess Olga Albani, who struck 
another distinctive note of contrast 
in the femme vocal department 
with a high class rendition of an 
operetta tune. Again a male har- 
mony quartet, different from the 
Rondoliers, were the Revellers. 

What on the stage, in a vaude 
routine, would be the next to shut 
spot, was awarded to Bruce Barton, 
the advertising Edgar Guest, whose 
agency handles the General Motors 
account for the air, Barton was 
counted upon to come through with 
optimistic, if aphoristic idioms and 
blurbs about prosperity. He did all 
this and more in a rather lengthy 
spiel, utilizing valuable time that 
could have been thrown in the mus 
sical program to better advantage. 
Finale honor went to Paul White- 


man, who obliged with his ace 
standby, ‘Rhapsody in Blue,” and 
called it enough after Mildred 


Bailey got through with ‘Rockin’ 
Chair Blues.’ Neither Whiteman or 
the other bandmasters were called 
upon to talk, which was just as 
well, as it gave the show the rapid 
pace it needed. All the conversa- 
tion was amply taken care over by 
a contingent of announcers, includ- 
ing Graham McNamee, Jimmy Wal- 
lington, Howard Claney, Howard 
Petrie, John S. Young and Norman 
Sweetser. 

With General Motors holding eX- 
hibits all over the country last 
week a battery of 55 dance orches- 
tras over as many cities were 
rounded up for simultaneous dansa- 
pation at the conclusion of the air 
program. One of the best organ- 
ized advertising attacks yet cone- 
ceived by a commercial was this 
General Motors blast that struck 
from both land and air. Span. 


Duluth Music Campaign 
Duluth, Minn., April 11. 
‘Living Music’ Day to be observed 
throughout the city, will usher in 
Music week here. Merchants will 
enter into the affair with orchestras 
at leading stores. A symphony ore 





chestra, several bands, a concert 
program at the armory and pros 
grams at many other public piaces 


will feature the day. 
The programs will be under aus- 
pices of ‘The Herald,’ ‘News,’ “Tribe 





une,’ and the musicians’ union 
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(Continued from page 48) 
trouble. Once given a coast-to-coast build-up by the networks, the 


manufacturers owning the discs begin to shoot them all over the country. 
That's when the networks begin to start worrying. 


Currently discs made by the Boswell Sisters before signed to CBS 
exclusive are being repeatedly played »y indie stations and billed in the 
newspapers under the name or Boswells. 

With advertising plugs cluttering up all sponsored periods, one mid- 


western ether advertiser has secured more than satisfactory results by 
limiting commercial spiels to a minimum. 

This commercial is a coffee company which uses station WTAM 
Cleveland. It ‘Smiling’ Ed McConnell in May, 1931. At that 
time the company was selling an average of 7,500 lbs. of coffee weekly. 


engaged 


By the past December, after six months, the company was averaging 
150,000 lbs. weekly. And the only time the product is mentioned is when 
McConnell states but twice during the entire 15-minute period: ‘Folks, 


why don’t you try a cup of blank coffee. It's darn good.’ 


New York ‘Daily News’ has its radio critic, Ben Gross, sit through the 
new radio programs until the early a. m. in order to get new text into 
nis column for all three editions. ‘News’ incidentally is pulling a stunt by 
printing the late evening programs of the night before to appear in the 
following morning’s tab. ‘News’ is on the street at 7:30 p. m., with the 
early retirers thus getting both the programs for that evening and all 


of the following day in one edition. 


An attack on the quality of radio broadcasts by Professor Roland §& 


Vaile of the University of 
sion in the Minneapolis press. 
indifference to the broadcasts. 


Professor Vaile also stressed the public’s 


The discussion has brought forth many protests to the newspapers 
against the horror and thrill stuff dished up in so-called children’s 


programs. 


To promote foreign relations and ether interchangeability with foreign 
countries, NBC is embarking on a once-weekly foreign broadcast 
plan. Recently NBC put on a special program for Austria and followed 
the next week with a special broudcast for Switzerland. 

These special foreign NBC broadcasts are not generally heard in the 
United States, but sent to each country via short wave, 


Report on P. K. Wrigley taking Ely Culbertson for a series of broad 
casts is that the bridge expert sold Wrigley on the idea himself. 

Gum company didn’t go after Culbertson, 
Wrigley and put the deal over. It was handled 
ad agency of Chicago. 


through the Hopper 





Idea of the Eveready broadcast from a moving train originated with 
Elliot Stuckel, of CBS, who presented it to execs. Latter gave their 
approval and for two months preceding the broadcast Stuckel worked 
on the details to the exclusion of everything else. The publicity which 
CBS and Eveready received from the stunt exceeded expectations. 





Impression that KMPC, Los Angeles, had jumped from 500 to 1,000 
watts brought an investigation from government radio sleuth. 

Station absolved itself, proving it was sticking to the old power. 
ference in effect caused by new transmitter recently installed. 


Dif- 





Poister and Brewer, piano duo now with B. A. Rolfe, were picked from 
station WMCA, 

The Rolfe contract marks the first time the pair have been on a net- 
work. 





Chambers of Commerce throughout the country are falling over them- 
selves trying to get their city represented on the Lucky Strike broad- 
casts. 





JACK DENNY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
New York 





Dye Goes on Wax 


Chicago, April 11. 

Rit dye today (11) starts over 10 
midwest and southern stations in 
its first radio disc campaign. Spread 
is from Cincinnati to Dallas and up 
to Minneapolis. 

Discs are regulation 15 minute 
stampings and are on for thrice- 
weekly broadcasts, the contracts 
with the individual stations varying 
from eight to 13 weeks. Discs 
themselves are of different sorts, 
each broadcast varying from mu- 
sical and band discs to talking 
turns. Other discs are talking 
dramatized demonstrations of the 
use of the dye. 





Featuring: 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 





JOE MORRIS MUSIC Co. tit is also on WBBM locally, both 
| With live talent and phonograph 
1587 Broadway, New York | records. 
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DON AMECHE 


Featured in 
“THE FIRST NIGHTER” 
(Campana Italian Balm) 
Sat., 8:30 p. m. NBC-KYW Network 
“BEAU BACHELOR” 
: (Allen-A Company) 
Friday, 9 p. m. CBS-WBBM Network. 


“LONE WOLF TRIBE DRAMAS” 
(Wm. Wrigley, Jr., Co.) 

Mon., Weds. and Fri., 5:30 p. m. 
CBS-WBBM Network. 


“RIN-TIN-TIN THRILLERS” 
(Chappel Bros.) 
Thurs. 7:15 p. m. NBC-WENR Net- 








GILL DEMLING 
\Ghe ARISTOCRATS 

« OF HUMOR’ 

now featured in the 
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BOND BREAD 


Fri., 10:15 A. M. 
WABC 














BLACKSTONE PLANTATIONS 


Tues., 8 P. M. Thars., 9 P. M. 
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Minnesota has precipitated a heated discus- | 


but the latter approached 
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HAPGOOD GOES COMM. 
FOR OWN SOUP FIRM 


Chicago, April 11. 





Free-for-All Auditions Out as 
Chi NBC Finds Them Fruitless 





Norman Hapgood, former editor 
of national mags, former U. S. Am- 
bassador to Denmark, dramatic 
icritic and political commentator, Chicago, April 11. bees brought them flocking at the 
| goes on the air on a commercial Taking the viewpoint that the/|rate of from 2,000 to 3,000 a week, 
for a soup company April 20. He | idea both as a possible discoverer | for the first few months, with rarely 
starts over two stations on the | of talent and community exploita- jany one tagged for a contract and 
Yankee network in New England, | tion stunt has outlived its useful-|a build-up. When the network's 
Bridgeport and New Haven. ness, NBC’s Chicago executives | local personnel were moved to pre- 
On for a 3-week start, for once have decided to discard the local} sent pretentious layout in Merchan- 
weekly 15-minute evening sessions. | Studios’ public auditions department | dise Mart 15 months ago Miss De- 
Advertiser is the Columbia Con- | May 1 With the elimination of the | Marco and her department were 
erve Co., of which Hapgood is in| department goes Alena DeMarco, | carried along, after considerable de 
charze of the committee on pub- | who has been in charge bate among the NBC executives as 
licitv. The company is noted for | Putting <n audition mike at the/to its value. 
its co-operative operation, the | disposal of all who applied had its When the flow of volunteers ofl 


themselves owning 
stock Company was originally 
owned by the Hapgood family and 
still retain a large interest in 
the outfit. Hapgood clan started 
turning the works over to the 
hands in 1917, and since then it has 
| been rated as the world’s only com- 
ly socialized industry, and 
‘the business without a 
boss,’ and in which de- 
termined by the needs of the indi- 


workers 


they 


plet 
christened 


wages are 





vidual rather than efficiency. 
Company has been doing work | 
strictly on private labels, turning 


firms. 
their 


other food 
out on 


for 
going 


out product 


| They are now 


own label, wherefore the spread on} 


the ether. 


| —E 


Writer’s Court Plea 
| And Rival Air Talk 
| In Chi Script Tiff 


Chicago, April 11. 

Battle between WGN and Irna 
Phillips, writer, over the question of 
| the rights to the radio script known 
jas ‘Painted Dreams,’ ran into sev- 
| eral developments last week, in- 
| cluding a court appeal and a rival 
|radio broadcast. 
When WGN took over the script 
}on April 2 it eliminated the char- 
|acter, in person, of Mother Moyna- 
|han, formerly played by Miss Phil- 
| lips, who is claiming all rights to 
the script. Story was rewritten to 
make Mother Moynahan strictly an 
off-stage character, the story stat- 
ing that she had been shipped out 
of town to a hospital for an opera- 
tion. Miss Phillips was interviewed 
last week on another local station, 
WIBO, and told the listeners that 
she was Mother Moynahan, that she 
wasn't ill or out of town, but that 
she was still in Chicago and well 
and happy, and hoped that she'd 
be seeing them again in the script 
shortly. 

Miss Phillips also went to court 
last week, petitioning for a hear- 
ing for a permanent injunction re- 
straining WGN from using the 
script over the air. Miss Phillips 
claims exclusive rights to the serial, 
both in characters and title. She 
claims to the court that the ex- 
clusion of the part of Mother 
Moynahan from the WGN present 
script will do her irreparable dam- 
age in that the constant absence of 
the character will kill he» identity 
with the Moynahan role. 

Miss Phillips had been on WGN 
With this script, ‘Painted Dreams,’ 
both as sustaining and commercial 
since last October until April 2, 
when the commercial expired. Since 
then WGN has been broadcasting 
the continuation of the series with- 
out her. Miss Phillips is also ask- 
ing that the station, a Chicago 
‘Tribune’ subsidiary, be ordered to 
|} turn over to the court all scripts 
| used since April 2 and all fan mail 
| pertaining to the script. 





{ 
' 
| 
| 





WXYZ to Leave Chain 
Over Local Time Row 


Detroit, April 11. 

Columbia Broadcasting loses its 
| Detroit outlet June 1, according to 
la statement made by George 
Trendle, president and general man- 
ager of Kunsky-Trendle BProad- 
; casting Co., owners and operators 
of WXYZ, on the Columbia chain 
; for several years. 





the inception as a publicity puller and the DeMarco sessions started to ebb 
|} supposedly 


good-will builder. In-j|last summer, one of the network's 
free-for-all tryout | exploites rs resorted to a weekly 
| program, labelled ‘Stars of Tomor- 
| row,’ over the NBC-operated 
WENR here, in an effort to restimu- 
late interest. Stunt brought the un- 


troduction of the 


CHI AGENCY AIR MEN Sis" 'saneter.s runs 
ORGANIZE OWN GROUP tan mat, ana the second. prosram 





was the last of this series. Later 
candidates who had passed the au- 
April 11 ditions barrier were allowed to make 
their ether debuts on morning pro- 


Chicago 


Heads of radio departments in 


local advertising agencies got t0o- | grams confined to local release, but 

| sether last week and organized |lack of listener-interest in these 
. : | 

| themselves into a special group. amateurs was noted. 


Label adopted for the organization 
was the Advertising Agencies’ | 
Radio Association. 


Not One ‘Discovery’ 
| 
| Clubbing together was suggested | 
| 
} 


Chain claims that these 
tryouts, easily totalling over 
during the department's 18 months’ 
existence, failed to produce a single 
person it was able to sell to a 


public 


16.000 


|}and pushed by an advertising 
| monthly. At the initial meeting one 
reps moved that the 

| association be restricted to agency | commercial. Over this long stretch 
|men. Motion was passed, creating | the few who managed to show pos- 
| the ironical situation of the asso- | sibilities worthy of a local build- 


| of the agency 


ciation’s original proposer being | up were dropped after periods rang- 
| frozen out of its councils com- |ing from two weeks to three months. 
pletely. Since the first of the current year 
Among the topics given the pro | over 800 aspirants have stood before 
and con at the first meeting was/the local tryout mike and of this 


mob not a single candidate even got 
as far as the talent selecting board 
composed of the heads of the stu- 
dios’ various departments. 


the tax imposed by the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association on 
musical numbers used in radio re- 
cordings. Several of those present 


advised the meeting that their With the abolition of the public 
agencies had already signed the /auditions bureau, the only avenues 
MPPA document, agreeing to pay | left open for talent to get a net- 
the fees asked on restricted and| work hearing are the NBC artists 
unrestricted compositions, while | service or through application to an 


others informed the gathering that | executive in either the program or 
their offices would refuse to come | production department. New pol- 
through until the courts had passed |/icy also adopted by the network 
on the constitutionality of the tax. | here likewise imposes upon the in- 
Opposition to the fee centered 0n | side sponsor the task of creating 
the argument that the MPPA had | 4 fully developed act for the initiate 
not established the fact that the fee | pefore the candidate may be eligible 
asked on recordings wasn’t a pub- | for a sustaining buildup. 
lic performance right already solid 
to the station when the latter paid 








for its annual music license, 
Meredith Killed 


Syracuse, April 11. 

Clive B. Meredith, owner of sta- 
tion WSYR, this city, died in Al- 
bany hospital today from injuries 
received when he was struck and 
run over by a motor truck near Al- 
bany. 

Meredith was crossing the high- 
way to obtain help in removing a 
friend’s car from a ditch when 
struck. 


Shirts Take Fred Rose : 


Chicago, April 11. 


Freddy Rose, warbling pianist, 
AND HIs 


moves into the Goshen Shirt spot 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


over WBBM here tomorrow (12). 
Program, listed as the ‘Crest Chief- 

Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIPS’ 


tain,’ is under contract for a daily 
DENTAL MAGNESIA 


15-minute shot to precede or follow 
the station's broadcast of the Cub 
WABC COAST TO COAST 
TUES., THURS., SAT., 8:15 (EAST) 











COLUMBO 


And His ORCHESTRA 


N.B.C. R.C.A. VICTOR 














Minute-Rub 
quarter-hour 
Flanagan, 
start- 




















ord RUSH 


Same outlet has 


bankrolling a daily 
» COMMERCIAL 


sports review by Pat 
BROADCASTING 


WBEM baseball announcer, 
ing today (11). 

OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 


<= With TOY BAND 














The reason for the breaking off 
of the association was the refusal 
|} to allow the local station evening 
'time for local broadcasts. 

Present agreement with CBS | 
which has run since Jan. 1, 1931, | 
|expires June this year. George | 


and John Kunsky were 


Trendle 
owners and operators of | 
| 
| 


| formerly 
the local first run group of picture 

| houses sold to Publix two years ago. | 
Statement claimed an investment! 
by K. T. of abont $400.0660 in station 


WXYZ 





Cea” 6 P.M. Daily, E.S.T. 


SHAM JONES Orchestra 


C.B.S. Network—Station WHK—Cleveland 
Thursday Noon 12:00 E.S.7.—Friday Night 12:30 E.S.T. 


. Bookings by 
Columbia Broadcasting System—Tuesday, 12 to 12:30 Noon 
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Weather Picking Spots 
For New CBS Account 


Worsted company 


time for a weekly 
broadcasts con- 


ditional CBS 
series of Monday 
fined to the southern states only. 

Lawrence Gumbinner agency, 
Goodall New York, is handling the account. 
on CBS May 12 for 13 weeks with 


goes 








av “li : « > j P 
Jay c. Flippen as m.c. and Phil OLSEN SPOT’S COUVERTITIS 
Spitalny’s orchestra. Montmartre, New York, class 
The company will follow the eee. ve 8) with want 
trend of the weather in lining up | ©4© closed Saturday (9) with weak 
: : eee , couvertitis. 
its stations. It first goes on in the ae : : 
“gee + ‘oorge sen an arlie Journal 
south only, although originating George Olsen and Charlie Jo , 
f N w Y rk At the beginning | co-operated the club, Olsen in on a 
rom Nxe€@ OrkR,. d it = Se } J pas sc en The . . 
of June the program will move |} percentage arrangem rs The band 
, | oro 7:4 } m ¢£ uc > our. 
northward with the warm weather |?° 5 ing out on & vauc — this | 
. P } < ‘RS > trac x “ing 11S | 
and line up northern stations, In- | Hi CBS contra . —" 
cluding WABC, New York week, Olsen is negotiating with the 
tual 4 y pase & ° 


On June 6, Goodall will take ad- | NBC. 


an ceveennn ean ananreaeurenenesentcnenennenarer 
annrnnnaninaene ; 





PTT 
sag) aannnrnensanenten an 
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AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen 
My Dear’ 


“Sing a New Song” 
“Night” 


745 7th Ave., New York 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“Strangers” 
“Gosh Darn” 


“I’m So Alone With the 
Crowd” 


“ll Get Along Somehow” 





|| 1607 Broadway, New York 








“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 


“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun) » 


“WHEN YOU'RE GETTIN’ 
ALONG WITH YOUR GAL” 


“EV’RY TIME MY HEART | 
BEATS” | 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


3 NEW HITS 


From “One Hour with You,” 
Chevalier’s Latest Paramount 
| Picture 
| 


“WHAT WOULD YOU DO?” 


“WE WILL ALWAYS BE 
SWEETHEARTS” 


“ONE HOUR WITH YOU” 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 


HARMS’ HITS 
“WHAT A LIFE” 


‘| “MOONLIGHT FOR TWO”’ 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING’’ 
“THE QUEEN WAS IN THE 
PARLOR”’ 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 


E. B. MARKS 


Gives All You Drummers a BREAK 
With the Greatest of All Drum Solos 


TOM THUMB’S DRUM 


as played by 


VALLEE, BERNIE & HYLTON 


The New Spring Novelty 
Mit for Orchestra 


MARKS 











TALKIE HIT 


“LAFFIN AT THE FUNNIES” 
“LIGHTS OF PARIS” 


“ALL THE WORLD WILL SMILE 
AGAIN, AFTER TOMORROW” 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 


“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 


“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


“WHILE WE DANCED AT 
THE MARDI GRAS” 


“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 
Conceded Hits by the Public 








Studios and Executive Offices 


62 WEST 45TH STREET 223 Meuse 
NEW YORK CITY West we RED orn of 
PHONE: VAN. 3-3036 46th St. Hits 
CABLE: MILLERMUSE MUSIC 








Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 
“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 


“FROM ONE PAIR OF ARMS 
TO ANOTHER” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 


“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“Kickin’ the Gong Around” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“Cabin in the Cotton” 


“I've Been Expecting You” 
“Minnie the Moocher” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 











J 
TAIT’S COLD 
Charlie Kurtzman and Paul Ash 
Change Minds on Revival 
San Francisco, April 11. 
After getting San Francisco all 


steamed up about the reopening of 
Tait’s-at-the-Beach, world famous 
night club and resort, Paul Ash 
and Charlie Kurtzman suddenly an- 











1933 


—=3 


Inside Stuff—Music 


——— 


Every time a music man loses a job he goes into music publishine 
his own, which is advanced as another reason for the glutted sono bs 
ket through multiplicity of competition. > 

While healthy competition isn’t to be depreciated, every personali 
indie music publisher who gets hold of a promising ditty ar 


. ad : F : y id plans og 
build it into an institution tends to handicap the establishe 





nounced they would not go through 





with the venture. The deal had/| 
|aroused much local interest and] 
considerable editorial praise as well 


as political backing. The beach en- 
terprise is considered a civic insti- 
tution here. 
Kurtzman, head of the 
| Roxy, New York, had promoted the 
deal and was to be a partner with 
Ash, most of the financing to be 
done by owners of the property. 
After all contracts had been signed 
the operator and decided 
the venture too hazardous and the 
property owners too ‘tough.’ 


former 


maestro, 








' Smith at Casino, Tripling 


Kate Smith opens at the Central 
Park Casino, New York ior ioul 
weeks tonight (Tuesday). W ill 

| triple in vaude and on the air. 

The CBS songstress is in the 
Casino for $2,000. 


Bernie for Tobacco 


Chicago, April 11. 
Negotiations are now on for the 
ether commercial take-over of the 


Ben Bernie unit by Cremo, with the 


starting date some time in July. 
American Tobacco is figuring ona 


six-time weekly schedule, limited to 
15 minutes an evening, for Bernie, 
but the bandman has expressed 
hesitation about tackling more than 
three periods a week. Asking 
on the latter basis is $5,000. 

Bernie contract with Blue Ribbon 
Malt runs out in June. When 
Cremo resumes network, it is slated 
to go NBC. 


figure 


Heidt Moves to Detroit 


Cincinnati, April 11. 

Horace Heidt orchestra closes 
successful six weeks’ engagement at 
Netherland Plaza April 13 and leaps 
to Detroit for three weeks at Fisher 
theatre. Will be followed here by 
Gus Arnheim band. 

Henry Thies orchestra, with Great 
Cincy following, ends five weeks at} 
Hotel Gibson April 21 to tour for 
American Music Corp. To be re- 
placed by Mel Snyder. 


B. B. B.S CELLAR 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Floundering into the entangle- 
ments of bankruptcy several months 
ago, B.B.B.’s Cellar has reopened 
under financial guidance of Al Ro- 
sen, the agent, with a seven-piece 
band, pansy floor show and B.B.B. 
as roving m.c. 

This isthe film colony’s first sight 
of pro pansies as a night spot nov- 
elty, and in conequence the rake-in 
is greater than ever before expe- 
rienced by this side street drop- 
down. No offside stuff is attempted, 
the show running simply as an or- 
dinary all-femme interlude, with 
any humor in the situation coming 
from ringside table wisecracks and 
co-operative prancing of B.B.B. 

B.B.B., popular locally, occupies 
spaces during the evening with lyric 
satires, a neat radio burlesque and 
much genersl clowning. 

Harold Howard's seven-piece out- 
fit is giving the Cellar its first dance 
music recognizable as such. 

Customers must supply $200 a 
night to give the place an even 
break and so far they’ve been ex- 
ceeding that. Further novelties 
must be rung in at intervals to keep 
the ledger right. 

Police interference on the pansy 
angle is expected; even though the 














show is cleaner than the average 
stage show. Bang 
Jimmy Durante. Paul Robeson, 


June Knight, Eddie Dowling and | 
| Ray Dooley, Ziegfeld-Chrysler, CBS, 
| April 17, 





d firme 
few can repeat. t firms, a 
The indie pub. may force a tune into a hit through his past pals ig 
radio and orchestra fields lending a hand for a grand plug, but after t 
first song is put over for a mild click, that spirit of extraordinary on 
operation and assistance is forgotten once the indie manages io Sain g 
foothold. With next two or three tries, whatever velvet may have beeg 
realized is lost, and the would-be music pub is ready to look for a jo’ 
again. 
Meantime others have been trying 
headache of the established firms. 


the same thing, all to the genera 


~ 





One music publisher, notorious for paying for plugs, is giving rise tq 
the thought among the rest that perhaps that’s not such a bad idea aftep 
all. In his small way this m.p. has been consistently putting over a hig 
or two per season and apparently making money despite the heavy 0 
lay for subsidization of radio and stage talent. 

That this is a flagrant violation of ASCAP rules seems to be a8 
lightly regarded as the cut-in chiseling which, while the occasional 
ject for controversy, seems to continue regardless. 

The music men recall that the heyday of the industry's success wag 


ute 


SUDe 


in those times when headliners were receiving $100 to $200 a week ag 
compensation to plug a song on their vaudeville .outes. And that wag 
before the days of radio and other American Society’s royalty tariffs, 

That there is still something left of the music business is seen ig 
‘Somebody Loves You.’ Song, first published on Feb. 3, has sold over 
150,000 copies in 60 days. It is now the No. 1 song all over the country, 


Hopes are that it will go over 300,000 copies. 
Freak hits of the type arise every so often. 
and ‘Home’ were the last sellers, 


‘Good Night Sweethear® 
two big 
Sros. 


Irving Berlin, Inc., has a minority interest in Santly 
only 35% and not 50% of the company. 


music firmg 





KDKA Staff Changes 


Pittsburgh, April 11. 
Oliver Morton, former manager of 


Many Outs as Chicago 
NBC Slices Cost Sheet 


radio stations WBZ-WBZA in 

Springfield, Mass., has just been Chicago, April 11 
named manager of KDKA in Pitts- Axe has started to swing in 
burgh. F. E. Spencer, Jr., former| NBC's local retrenchment drive. 


commercial staff member of KDKA, | Most of the pruning for the present 
becomes sales manager. is being confined to the clerical 

Other appointments are: D. F.| force and the minor factotum brig« 
Dickson, office manager; Frederick | ade. That the clipping of the per- 
G. Rodgers, program manager; P.| sonnel will be extended to those in 
A. Boyd, publicity manager; G.| major positions by May 1 was de- 
Dare Fleck, traffic manager, and R.| nied by the chain’s local 
P. Griffith, artists’ booking service | execs. 


chief? 


manager. Lloyd C. Thomas, at Expianation for the letouts was 
present general commercial man-|that the network in its rapid ex- 


pansion here had loaded itself up 
with excess help in various departs 
ments and that the eliminations 
were merely a part of the general 
process of readjusment. Among 
other things it was found that too 
many of the sub execs each had 
their own secretaries and assistant 
secretaries and that there were too 
many page boys. 


ager for 
NBC in 


xxDKA, is expected to join 
New York. 


20 Years Each 

Miami, April 11. 
46, and Eugene 
Eckman, 50, were each sentenced 
to 20 vears in the state pentientiary 
on charges of attempted armed 
robbery. 

They were captured in connection 
with the attempted holdup of the 
Eml-csy night club here last Feb- 
ruary. 





George Meyers, 





Denial was made that the cure 
rent expense chopping move would 
also take in sustaining programs, 
Latter stand as is, it was asserted, 
unless eliminations were made nece 
essary by the acquisition of a com- 
mercial for the spot. 


GIBBONS’ NBC RETURN 


CANDY’S COMIC STRIP 





Chicago, April 11. Floyd Gibbons arrives in New 

O'Henry candy bar is putting the | york about April 18 and shortly 

finishing touches to a deal for the|after will begin a series of NBC 
ether version of the ‘Harold Teen’ | proadcasts. 


comic strip currently running as a 
sustaining feature on WGN here. 
Act was until a few months ago on 
the payroll of the Colgate-Palm- 
olive products as an attention- 
getter for its Seventeen perfume 
ballyhoo, 

Under 


A commercial is after Gibbons 
for a 13 time contract. 





the new connection the 
script show will continue as a daily 


9 n 
s KR 
se = npite 
W a a e Eeoti® u 
15-minute session. ixniaott- "tne an gut 
“ sialgilsiimntias acai ovet Ks Boe , 
and. ret wo” nes ° yy 
NBC Yhese tO" RES ‘ 
NTG AFTER CARROLL 08S SME ABLE y'R® 
NTG and Joe Moss look hot now _cattt THN” ov® 
“i ~ES “00 uv Ww 
for the Earl Carroll, planning to : KIGHTE ENDE 
transplant their floor show from | Goo” or ¥¥® 
the Holl: wood restaurant into the | Nine 








never-opened cafe underneath the 4 
theatre. They also figure on a © 2 
variety show for the theatre proper <oRPSO 
Several others are interested in music sevent 
the house, including Billy Rose, Ar- eaa7?? new 


thur Klein, White 














Shapiro, Bernstein & ‘vé. 


“LAWD, YOU MADE THE 
NIGHT TOO LONG” 


“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS.- 
ING ME” 


Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 


“LONESOME MELODY” 


“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 


Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BROADWAY & 51ST STREE1 
NEW YORK 


Witmarks-Hitmarks 


“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 


“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Too Many Tears”’ 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 


“lf | 





| ‘Sweetest Little Kid’ | 

i] ‘It Wasn't Chance, It Was Fate’ || 

‘VILLA MORET, Inc.| 
| 


Broadway 26 O' Farreli St. 
New York 








San Francisco 
1903 Woods Theatre Bidg., Chicago 








“Let That Be a Lesson to You” 
“My Extraordinary Gal” 

“| Wish | Could Leave You Alone” || 

“Fools in Love” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745 7th Ave., 





New York 














radio 


' sponsoi 


: | ; 


and Ziegfeld 


EDWARDS HOLDS OUT 
Cliff Edwards $2,000 
commercial one of 
those 15-minute 
Downey. 

Screen comic is holding out for a 








HARRY WARREN 
“TOO MANY TEARS” 
AL DUBIN 


refused a 
favoring 


nightly al 


ideas a la 


swlong those lines, 











BELGIAN PLANT BURNS 


Brussels, April 2. 
Radio-Wallonie, private broad- 


10 Years in St. Louis 


MILTON 





casting station at 


ise waste || SLOSSER 
} . ' 
roved boys hire \ few minutes | 
at | tl ' vil t | SOLO ORG ANIS1 
—s 1 6©evenIng i smission | ‘ r 
vas due fire started. T cause has Publix-Ambassador Theatre 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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MUSIC SOCIETY 
RULE UNDER 


Santly Disagrees with 
Bros. and Steps Out 


Joe Santly, president and organ- 
izer of Santly Music, severed his 
connections with that firm Satur- 
day (9). Reason was a disagree- 
ment with his two brothers, also 
members of the firm. 

Joe Santly and his brothers were 
equally int>rested in the firm, in 
which Berlin holds a minority in- 
terest. He disposed of his interest 


Julian T. Abeles conferred with | to his brothers. 


David Bernstein, treasurer of 
Loew’s Inc., yesterday 
with a view towards preparing a 
suit against the American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Publishers 


(Monday) 


on behalf of Robbins Music Corp. 
Robbins is 51% controlled = by 
Loew's. 


Demotion of the music firm, despite 
its many hit publications, from 
Class A to D, on the ground that 
the copyrights are vested in the 
Vetro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp., and 
not in Robbins Music Corp., was the 
A.S.C.A.P. reason. 

The difference in money between 
the two classes was $8,800 during 
the first quarter to class A firms 
while Robbins, in the D classifica- 
tion, received $1,800. Robbins re- 
turned the American Society's 
check for the $1,800. 

Robbins with M-G-M agreed to 
transfer the copyright ownerships 
from Metro to Robbins, in order to 
comply with the technicality, where- 
upon the second quarter dividend 
was promised under the A classifi- 
cation, but later refused on the 
ground the funds had already been 
distributed. 

M-G-M originally didn’t want its 
music subsid to own any musical 
copyrights which might complicate 
matters to the degree that a film’s 
exhibition might be tied up in a 
foreign land through some technical 
non-clearance of the world’s music 
rights. Since then Robbins has ad- 
justed all such entanglements in the 
matter of world’s copyright clear- 
ance, 

Abeles, as Robbins’ attorney, pro- 
poses to argue his case on grounds 
of monopoly and discrimination. 





Detective S. Spaeth 
Finds No Evidence; 
Sayers’ Suit Is Lost 


Suit started by the late Henry J. 
Sayers, composer, against Sigmund 
Spaeth and Doubleday, Doran & 
Co., who publish Spieth’s book, 
‘Read ’Em and Weep,’ and carried 
on after Sayer’s death by his estate, 
has resulted in a decision for the 
plaintiff. Sayers, who died two days 
before Judge Patterson of the U. S. 
District Court rendered his deci- 
sion, sued principally to establish 
the validity of his copyright to the 
song ‘Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-Der’ which 
Spaeth included in his book. 

Following the decision, Sayers’ 
estate, through O’Brien, Malevin- 
sky & Driscoll, Edward C. Raftery 
of counsel, have started action 
against Robbins Music on a similar 
com laint. 

Judge Patterson’s decision was 
that while the damages caused by 
Spaeth’s publication were neglible, 
Sayers was nevertheless entitled to 
an injunction agaist the continua- 
tion of the infringement and a 
Statutory penalty of $250 and $500 
counsel fees. During the trial 
Spaeth, who broadcasts as_ the 
‘Tune Detective,’ chasing pop songs 
to their original source, endeavored 
to show where ‘Ta-Ra’ came from, 
but could not, other than bringing 
witness to show the song was de- 
veloped from a somewhat similar 
tune used in a Negro cabaret in St. 
Louis, 

Suit against Tobbins is based on 
latter’s use of the song in a tome 
Wherein at the bottom of the page 
copyright eredit is given to 
bins. Both books credit the proper 
f0uree of authorship. 

Sayers’ copyright was renewed in 
1919 and extends until 1947. 


tob- 





Lofner-Harris Split 


San Francisco, April 11. 

Closing date for the Lofner-ilar- 
ris orchestra at Hotel St. Francis 
for May i. Phil Harris 
brings in his own band for a week 
before opening at the Ambassador, 
Los Angeles, 

Earl Burtnett and his L.A. Rilt- 
more band come in for two 
on Afay 8, with Carol Lofner then 
Slated to open with the orches‘ra 
I is now rehearsing 


“plt with Harris. 


IS set 


weeks 


after having 





G. M.'s 55 Music 
Ballyhoo Shows 
Cost $2,000,000 


Detroit, April 11. 
Biggest ballyhoo ever attempted 
was the stunt pulled off last week 
with special exhibitions of General 





Motors cars held in 55 cities. Using 
58 orchestras the music contract 
was the biggest ever written for a 
single stunt. 

With an attendance at auto 
shows that in the first six days 
reached the nation-wide total of 
2,750,000, the final number expected 
was put at 3,500,000. In addition to 
an auto and ice-box given away 
free, music was used as a draw in 
most of the cities. Attendance wus 
free in all cases. 

Cost of putting on the entire 
55 shows has been estimated as 
high as $2,000,000 with G.M. officials 
refusing to make public the amount 


spent. 
Ad Bill $300,000 

In addition to the money spent 
on music and hall rental the ad- 
vertising costs were estimated on 
running around $300,000. Of this 
amount $140,000 was spent in news- 
paper display copy by G.M._ In 
addition the various local dealers 
used that part of their regular 
newspaper allotment to plug the 
show. A 10 page four-color lay- 
out was used in the ‘Saturday Eve- 
ning Post’ with that cost running 


$125,000. This was not an addi- 
tional expenditure, but was used 
instead of the regular space ihe 


various G.M. units would take. 

In addition radio time was 
bought in every one of the 55 cities 
and the orchestra playing in each 
city was put on the air. 

In addition to the cost of putting 
on the display it is estimated that 
2,200 cars were displayed with a 
total retail value of $3,000.000. 
Value of the give-aways total an- 
other $35,750. 

With approximately 700 men used 
the largest number of orchestras in 
any city was in Chicago with eight 
bands used including: 

Ben Bernie, Art Kassel, Maurice 
Sherman, Herbie Kay, Dan Russo, 
Bernie Cummins, Art Kahn and 
Johnnie Maitland. 

The next largest number of bands 
was in Detroit where four bands 
were used including: Ben Bernie, 
Del Delbridge, Coon-Sanders, Jean 
Goldkette. 

Other bands used were: Earl 
Burnett, Everett Hoagland, 
Sammy Lazerov, Dick Long, Fran- 
cis Craig, Barney Rapp, Jack Denny, 
Fran Tracy, Wayne King, Oliver 
Maylor, Cole CcElroy’s Oregonians, 
Herman Waldman, 

Earl McMahon, Paul Graham, 
Sleepy Hall, Bob Iula, Jack Luix, 
Leo Reisman, Pete Antonioli’s Cop- 
per Kings, Tommy Tucker, Josejh 
Cherniavsky, Emerson Gill, Perry 
Bechtel, Tavern Dance 3and, 
George Bentil, Joe Arnbruster, 
Bobby Brice, Jack McAndrew, 
Jimmie Henshel and Burton-Mann. 

Vie Meyers, Smith Ballew, Geo. 
Osborne, Harry Meyer, Hogan Han- 
cock, Phil Sapiro, Art Randall, Don 
Bestor, ‘Sax’ Smith, Anson Weeks, 
Frank Morton, Husk O'Hara, Levn 
Royke, Finzels Orch., Frank Jack- 
son, Herb Gordon, Jules’ Klein, 
Connie's Orch, Phil saxter, 
Johnnie Jehnston, Bobbie Meeker, 








|Lon Harris, Lon Harris, Seymvur 
| Simons, ‘Doc’ Lawson and Me- 
| Kenzie Orch, 
Hyde’s Repeat 
Alex Hyde, just back from 15 
months in Europe with a girl band, 
\is disbanding the femmes and will | 


lreorganize a new aggregation t» 


cage to the Wintergarten, Berlin 
Sept. 1. 

| Hyde played Teutonic and Scan- 
dinavian territory during his 15 


and will repeat. 


months’ stay 





} 





A Disc Drop 


IL. Wolfe Gilbert, who co- 
authored ‘Ramona’ some years 


ago and also did the lyrics 
for last year’s instrumental 
hit, ‘The Peanut Vendor, 


quotes figures as an instance 
of the drop phonograph in 
dise sales. 

While ‘Ramona’ was one of 
the biggest international 
smashes, Gilbert opines 
‘Peanut Vendor’ is a 
parallel in that 
an instrumental 
should have 
phonographs. 

First Victor 


song 
that 
rood 
it was strictly 
number and 
sold heavily in 


statement of 
‘Ramona’ was over 1,000,000 
records. The first Victor 
ord statemen¢c on ‘Peanut 
Vendor’ was $0,000 discs. 


BILL TELLER, SR., 66, 
ELOPES WITH HIS SEC’Y 


William Teller, Sr., president of 
Robert Teller, Sons & Doerner, the 
oldest music printing company in 
the country, eloped last week with 
his secretary. 

Teller, Sr. is 66 years old; his 
sec, Miss Olsen, is about 30 and has 
worked for Teller for a number of 
years. None of Teller’s children 
were informed of the elopment un- 
til after the marriage was per- 
formed. 


Name Band Shortage 
Looms for CBS in May 


CBS will be short of name bands 
for sustainings starting in May. It 
has already lost Ben Bernie, who 
left the Sherman hotel, Chicago. 
After May 5 the network loses Guy 
Lombardo for sustainings. Both 
will continue on CBS network but 
only orce weekly for commercials. 

For this reason CBS decided to 
keep its wire in the Sherman for 
Coon-Sanders band, which, com- 
mencing this week, gets a CBS wire 
twice weekly for sustainings. Band 
was on the NBC network from the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, until 
recently. 

CBS threatened recently to refuse 
to play ball with the agency booking 
the Coon-Sanders, Lombardo, and 
Bernie bands. NBC put in an offer 
to broadcast Coon-Sanders from the 
Sherman, which would have meant 
NBC would also get Ben Bernie 
next season, when Bernie returns to 
that spot. 
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Erlanger Terms to A. C. 
Musicians Ask $10 Cut 


Atlantic City, April 11. 

Loeal musicians union will con- 
fer next week with Erlanger office 
over future of the nine-piece or- 
chestra at the Apollo. Erlanger, 
now in charge of the Nixon-Apollo 
Theatre Corp., controlling the 
house, has requested each man to 
accept a $10 cut, also to extend the 
present contract. Operators have 
promised to make good the musi- 
cians back salaries, unpaid for 12 
weeks, with 25% of the weekly net 
profits of the house, Amounts to 
about $7,000, 

Musicians’ spokesman reports the 
proposal would be agreeable if Er- 
langer would guarantee a definite 
number of weeks. To accept risk, 
musicians want full $60 pay for 
each man, since they doubt house 
will yield enough to make up the 
$7,000 due. 

The management has threatened 
to keep theatre dark unless expenses 
are clipped. 





Ray Weds Heiress 


Buffalo, April 11 
the marriage of Huston 
Ray, Memphis band leader, to Mary 
Louise kar heiress 
000 estate, at Marion, Ark., reached 


here Saturday. 


News of 


sch, 


Ra whose full name is Raymond 
Daghastain, is a former Buffalo boy 
His uther was formerly Jfain 
Street oriental rug deal<-, 

G. & W.’s 4 REPS 

Four out of town reps were 
placed on the Green & White pay- 
roll last week. 

They ave Archie Tloyd, Bo:ton; 

iH rry Vi me, San Francisco: foen 
Kan + go, and Carl ,est 


lwriters’ 





Music Trade Seeks 





And SPA; Small Rights 
held all week be- 
M.P.P.A. and the 


Protecti © 


Meetings fast 


tween the Song- 


Association 


failed to iron out the differences be- 


tween both factions regarding the 





to a $3,000.,- 


proposed uniform contract between 
| songwriters and 
(Monday) both 


deadlock, 


publishers Up to 


| yesterday groups 


i were at a With enother 


meeting scheduled for last night. 


A clause in the proposed contract 
stipulating that a publisher cannot 
have a song disc recorded for less 
than the statutory fee -sithout the 
consent of the writer is one of the 
major ,oints at issue. Pubhishers 
desire to do away with this clause 
o. the grounds that its ii -lusion 
does not give the publisher all the 
rights to a song but only the right 
to publish. Songwriters insist this 
clause remain. 

Other major 
o: the S. P. A.’ 


issue is that clause 
s constitution where- 


by all songwriters assign to the 
association all] ERPI and _ small 


performing rights not controlled by 
the American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers. Sigmund 
Romberg, president of the S. P. A., 
promised the publishers that this 
clause would be stricken from the 


constitution, but the executive com- 
mittee of the S. P. A. refuses to 
consent to its withdrawal. 


Retailing Music 
Below Wholesale 
In L. A. Cut Rate 





Los Angeles, April 11. 
Grotesque economics have bobbed 

up in the local music trade as the 

result of an unusual combination of 


circumstances. Result is that sheet 
music is retailing in chain stores 3c 
cheaper than jobbers sell it whole- 
sale. 

Sequence of events appears to be 
that Music Sales Syndicate, which 
controls the music counters in New- 
berry stores, approached the Kresze 
stores with the suggestion that 30 
cents, instead of 25, be established 
as the retail price for sheet music. 
Kresge rebuffed the suggestion 
whereupon the Newberry counters 
cut to 20 cents and a price war was 
on. 


Individual music shops and non- 
chain outlets selling retail for 35 
cents thereupon found themselves 


in an odd situation. But not half 
as peculiar as the jobbers who ask 
23 cents for sheet music that their 
35-cen. or preferred customers 
could buy from Newberry or Kresge 
below wholesale off retail counters, 


B-K’s Baton Wavers 


Chieago, April 11. 
Verne Buek, erstwhile dance-band 
leader and@ lately violinist over WGN 
here, next week joins B. & K. for 
an indefinite stretch as pit-band 
leader and featured violinist at the 
Oriental. 





Hugo Riesenfeld comes in next 
week to be guest conduetor of the 
orchestra at the Chicago. Riesen- 


feld will stick at the €) 


i Jeast 


ieagceo for at 
four weeks. 





Rescue Through 


Increased Royalties from Radio 


+ 
Deadlock Between MPPA| Increase of revenue from radio is 


regarded by the music interests as 
the only chance of salvation of the 
industry if the publishers and crea- 
tive songwriters are to survive and 
fifa constantly new American musi«t 
'is to be created for the use of radio. 
| That music is the backbone of the 
| broadcasting business is generally 
and with this thought ip 
the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
peteen ee collecting revenue 
more in proportion, rather than 
$900,000 annual revenue collected in 
1931 from the ether interests, which 
is regarded as relatively meagre. 
Figure P. C. of Gross 

A royalty percentage program on 
the gross radio business per an- 
num, ranging from 5 to 10%, is the 
hoped for solution. That Radio has 
done a gross annual business of 
$400,000,000, with 


i; conceded, 


| mind, 


music the moti- 
vating factor, and only yielding 
$900,008 per annum to the musi: 


industry, is regarded as out of pro- 
portion. Estimates for 1931 place 
income to radio stations at over 
$60,000,000 (the NBC’c official re- 
port cites $29,500,000 as its own 
gross business); sales of radio sta- 
tions at $20,000,000 and sales of 
radio sets at $340,000,000; in all a 
total of over $400,000,000, 

The American Soctety'’s members, 
taking in the publishers and com- 
posers, say they are faced with ecv- 
nomic extinction because of the 
radio octopus. 

The Society takes the position 
that the broadcasters should sell a 
program on a music surcharge basis 
to the eommercials who expend 
vast sums for talent, broadcasting 
facilities and continuity prepara- 
tion, with no thought to the musie 
which is the backbone of the enter- 
prise. A 5 or 10% surcharge on the 
total for music rights is deemed 
equitable, 

The Society takes the position of 
desperation. If any initiative for 
added income should incite opposi- 
tion or possible retaliatory legisla- 
tion, the Society’s attitude is thit 
it will oppose extinction, at least in 
a fighting mood. If permitted to 
continue as is, inevitable disin- 
tegration because of the dollars- 
and-cents equation is feared. 

The $35,000 anpual .musie tax 
from high powered stations such 
as WJZ and WEAF are regarded is 
totally inadequate considering the 
importance of music to the exist- 
ence of any broadcasting enterprise, 
not to mention the general inroacs 
the radio has made on the musi: 
biz. 

A pow-wow between the ASCA! 
and the National Association of 
Broadcasters is on the tapis. 


ALL SHEET MUSIC NOW 
OFF THE NEWSSTANDS 


Majestic 











Music Company, out- 
growth of the Song Hit Guild, 
which was supposed to place 20. 
sheet music on newsstanés throug) 
the General Distributing Company, 
has folded. This leaves all news- 
stands minus sheet music of any 
sort, 

The sheet music was never han- 
dled by General. George Rosette is 
now reported trying to sell his 2ata- 
log and get out of the music busi- 
ness. His music staff has dissolved. 





Find Pianist’s Body 


Oswego, N. Y., April 1). 
Sought for more than two mont! :, 
the body of David B. Carrol), ', 
of Fulton, pianist in the Richar 
son theatre orchestra, Oswego, W 
found on the shore of Lake ©; - 
tario, three miles west of this ci 








$2,750 Music Bill Recovery of the body confirm: 1 
belief of relatives that Carroll wes 
General Motors paid the Ameri-|the man who plunged into iie 
can Society of Composers, Authors | Oswego river from the railing 1 
land Publishers $2,750 for using 55|] the lower bridge on Feb. 7. 
| orchestras in its auto shows Pay- a ae ae 
iment was for the right to perferm 
copylight music. KERN 2D V. P. 
| Terms were $50 per band at eac]) At a meeting of the songwrit« 
show for a week, | board of directors of the America 
| Society of Composers, Atithors & 
; | Publishers, Jerome Kern was-ciected 
Specht’s Shift econd vice-president to fill ti 
Paul Spee} ‘ t he} sition left vacant by the death 
Playmore Cafe, Chicage, ma be | John Philip Sousa. 
[shifted by CBS into the Eagies| Raymond Hubbett, recentry n 
ballroom, Milwaukee, May 15 }a non-active member of the son: - 
Don Bicelow'’ ] a, ¢ rently at | writers’ board for life, Wa - 
the Factle vill pre i cy to the elected an active member to fu ! 


j Adolphus, Dailas 


yjired term as dii 
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KEDZIE 

It's Wednesday nights now in- 
stead of Friday but the vaude 
showings remain the same. Still 
tough to get a bill of eight acts 
together, with last minute fill-ins. 
With the added time from the 
Orph junior books now or. the local 
slate, it will doubtless prove a break 
for the Kedzie. Bigger selection of 
acts will help this west side spot. 


It needs all the aid it can get. 
Last week’s layout was not very 
exciting but at least ran through 


more smoothly than usual. Keyo 
and Ogawa, Jap risley double act, 
opened with neat routines, using 
barrels. Two men, without the aid 
of assistants, work fast and pace 
themselves in good time. No. 2 was 
Master Gilbert, chubby youngster 
who might develop into a singer 
some day, but not yet. Abundance 
of kid acts, singles, doubles, etc., 
around these: days and competition 
is keen. They've got to stand out 


to make any impression. 

Alexander the Great turned out 
to be another police dog, with a 
film pedigree. Last vaude act us- 
ing the same name was a monkey. 
This dog, however, is clever. More 
so than the average. He knows his 
routine and cues and handles ‘em 
without stalling. Man and woman 


or stag with the canine, doing the 
| taiking Girl also sings one hum- 
iber, which means nothing and 
lmight be dropped without loss 
White, Ray and Hill, hoofing trio, 
with two boys on the ends and the 
girl in the center, are neat in ap- 
pearance, youthful and fairly 
nimble, but miss a solid smack any- 


where in their routines. lf they 
can develop that punch, especially 
for the finish, it should bolster the 
act a good deal. 
Roslo Troupe is 
with five men and a woman. Lat- 
ter is active in the flying stunts. 
Some very good tricks here. Dunn 
and Shari, man and woman hoke 
comedy, with material so involved 


an aerial turn, 


that it’s hard to tell who’s doing 
straight here. If it’s the girl then 
the man should tone down, or other 


way around. Properly spotted the 
Seoville Sisters, posing classical 
dance act, should be oke. On its 
own and in vaude the turn lacks the 
right kind of production. Girls look 
all right, all three b’ondes and nice 
figures. There's a tenor soloist be- 
sides, who is not so hot. 

Gresham and Blake, 
mixed comedy team, with the play- 
ing dumb. Gags are rather anti- 
quated, but the girl has possibilities. 


another 


She’s a looker and with a flair for 
comedy angles. The Le Rays, acro- 


bats, closed. han. 





News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 42) 


rested in Ontario, Cal., 
of issuing bad checks. 


on charges 


Doug Fairbanks to sail for Holly- 
wood from Tahiti April 26. He will 
arrive May 9 if weather favors. 





Tom Mix sued for $3,500 by G. T. 
Cole, artist, for an oil portrait. 





Lottie Pickford’s expensive limou- 
sine returned to her by Santa Mon- 
ica cops after it had been missing 
a month, 





connection with the killing of John 
Ridderhoff, diamond merchant, who 
was also robbed of $50,000 in 
jewels. Miss Hill denied any 
knowledge of the robbery or slay- 
ing. 





Dancehall battle going on in Al- 
liance, Neb. Rival pavillion owners 
are holding free dances every Sat- 
urday night, 


University of Chicago has added 
motion pictures. Sound film ver- 
sion of archaeological research in 
the Orient is being made at the 
school while, in addition, educa- 
tional films are being used. 


Charging that Willy Delcomyn 





Gertrude Astor recovering from a 
nervous breakdown at her home. 


songwriter and actor, beat her be- 
cause she too wanted to write a 





Mrs. Ralph Ince (Lucille Mendez) 
granted a divorce from her hus- 
band. <Actrese charged that Ince 
would not let her continue with her 
film career, 


Marian Nixon on stand to testify 
against Jack Nixon, imposter, who 
claims to be the actress’ brother, 
Nixon was arrested and charged 
with misrepresenting various film 
companies. Actress also stated that 
he had been to see her several times, 
but was refused admittance. 


Will Rogers, Jr., fined for park- 


ing out of turn at the Stanford 
campus. Will, Jr., is a freshman 
there, 

Mrs. Helene Lubitsch, divorced 


wife of the director, has 
her intentions to wed 
Smith, 
man. 
ding. 


announced 
Albert E. 
wealthy broker and sports- 
No plans or date for the wed- 


Mid-West 


Chi picture operators will 
their annual social affair 
Trianon, May 2. 





hold 
at the 


Marjorie Hill, Chicago night club 
entertainer, quizzed by police in 





RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
“COHENS & KELLYS 
IN HOLLYWOOD” 


With GEORGE SIDNEY 
and CHARLIE MURRAY 


It’s a Comedy With a Heart! 








tune, Mrs. Elizabeth Delcomyn ob- 
wained.a divorce -in Oldeage, She 
was also awarded custody of her 
seven-year-old daughter, 


On complaint of two girls, Lottie 
Humbert and Maxine Weiss, Henry 
Mciver, alleged head of the Mid- 
west Producing Co., Omaha, was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail for ob- 
taining money under false pretense. 
Girls told of posting $25 each as a 
guarantee of good faith with Mc- 
Iver, who was to give them instruc- 
tions in dramatic acting. McIver 
appealed from the sentence, claiming 
the girls hadn't lived up to their 
agreement to take six months’ 
training, 





Harry Moir, Jr., son of the former 
owner of the Chi Morrison hotel, in- 
dicted with nine others on charges 
of conspiracy in interstate transpor- 
tation of stolen cars. 


Lincoln, Neb., Symphony orchestra 
has wound up its season, Rudolph 
Seidl is director of the organiza- 
tion, 


Charles Wakefield Cadman, com- 
poser, is experimenting with writing 
a grand opera only 15 minutes long. 
Cadman on his way east for lecture 
tour. 





Apollo Club, famous Chi choral 
society for 60 years, may fold up 
for good. Organization is making 
its last drive April 18 in a concert 
at Orchestra hall. If that flops, it’s 
all over. 





Ralph Burke, employee of the 
| mmbassy cafe, Chicago, was fined 
| $200 and sentenced to two months 
jin jail for violation of the dry law. 





Krug Amusement “park, Omaha, 














Sp asin 


cneee> A REVELATION 
HC 





IN HOTEL LIVING 


KNICKERBOCKER 





HE ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE ORAKE) ca 
SPECIAL BATES 10 THE PROFESSION 


has been taken over by S. M. Fox, 
and the Slusky brothers, Louis and 
Sam. Fox is president and business 
manager of the company. New out- 
fit plans to build a stadium in the 
park. 





Jack Hoxie, film cowboy, put up 
his expensive silver saddle to guar- 


antee payment of a hotel bill at 
Deadwood, S. D. It was soll ata 
sheriff's sale for $140 when Hoxie 





couldn't meet the bill. 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


(Continued f 


Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
June Worth 
Matt 3rooks 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (16) 
thicago Fair-est’ I 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
R ussian ( 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & La Verne 
16 Fairest 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox 
Ist half (17-20) 
Ted Lewis & Bd 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (15) 
‘Exotique’ I 
P & N Ghezzi 
Foley & Leture 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (16) 
‘R’'sody in R'thm'lI 
Billy Gray 
Betty Fraser 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
SPOKANE 


Fox 
ist half (17-18) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
P Sydell Co 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & rg 
Josephine 
The Cachalots 
Olga & Lester 


oy 


Herculean 3 


‘anine 6 


Bills Next Week 





rom page 39) 


SPRINGFIELD 
Fox Poli (16) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Wilfrid Dubois 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (16) 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ 
Frank Gaby 
Eno Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (16) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompson 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum 
‘Gobs of J’ 
A ‘Pat’ West 
Lee, Port & D 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (16) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichti’s Co 














Rio & Santos 
‘Tap & Tempo’ 
Lucan & McShane 
Lewis & Lawn 
James Hunter 
Dominion Theatre 
‘Dom'’n Diversions’ 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Houston Sis 
Flanagan & Allen 
K’kwhite & Addis'n 
Rome & Romané 
Chie Elliott 
Bernadi 
wes West 
B A Pearson 
BIRMINGHAM 
Grand 
Sandy Powell 
Billy Matchett 
Phil Kaufmann 
Frank Lorden 
Cissie Hughes 
Maisie Weldon 


La Marr Bros Novelty Clinton 
Mavis & Ted Barbarina Co 
Marion & K’'ryne Sunkist Ens 
Week of April 11 
LONDON Mackay & Novak 
Palace Sandy Powell's Bd 
Harry Roy Co CARDIFF 
Barbette 


Empire 
Henderson & WL 
The Superb 8 
The Yale 6 
Fisher & Ariant 

GLASGOW 

Empire 
Teddy Brown 
Chas Higgins 
Alma Victoria 
Kiraku Bros 
Peggy Moro & § 
Terry Wilson 
Lily Moore 
Caryll & Mundy 


HULL 

Palace 
Edith Day 
Robert Naylor 
Murray & Mooney 
Les Trois Mayas 
Bert Wright 
Rodney Hudson Co 
Gordon Freeman 
Jan Wynne Co 





10 Little Pom P’ms 


4 Bennos 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsont 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inn 


Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 
Lew Dolgoft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 


Florie Hutchison 

6 Prater Singers 

Helen Polka Co 

Al Belasco 

Bela Loblov Orch 
Paramount Grill 


Dan Healy 
Peppino & Rhoda 
Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Wells M’rd’cal & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


NEW YORK CITY 


43 Rhythm Kings 


Cotton Club 


Blue Rhythm Boys 
Leitha Hill 
Hartmanns 
Dorothy Crowley 
Al White 

H’llyw’ad Restaur’t 
Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 


Nut Club 


4 Eaton Boys 

Nutsy Fagin 

Lou Dolgoft 

3 Taylor Sis 

Casper & Lake 

Bobbie Tremaine 

Cook Sis 

ia Belle Rose 

Enoch Light Orch 
Rainbow Inn 


Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
Irene Kulofft 


Show Place 


Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 

Val Vesto 

Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 


Village Bara 
Reilly and Comfort 
Warren Forbes 
Ed Poole 
Babs 
Village Barn Horse 





3 Little Words 
3 Sepia Songbirds 


Al Handler Orch 
Cafe De Alex 





Marie Alverez 
Ixenrico Clousie 
Dolores & Alfredo 
De la Vega Sis 
yon Luisi 
san Guaraniello 
Joska de Babary O 
Clab Alabam 
“Menry Mack 
Marry Byron 
‘atsy McNair 
tuby Abbott 
Mary Thorne 


Mademoiselle Faith 
Ted Black Orch 


Ambassadeur Billy Boyce 
Marian Miller Eddie Squisslet 
Laura & Helene Bernie Adler 


Frank Furlett 
College Inn 
LaFayette & LaV 
Julius Tannen 
Coon-Sanders Orch 
Colosimos 
Jay & Jarvis 
Alvira Morton 
Sherrida Cooper 
Del Estes 
Jimmy Meo Orch 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Lillian Barnes 
Gypsy Rhouma-je 


Or 





4 








and Los 





HOLLYWOOD 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
Phone Holiywood 6141 


Angeles 

















Default judgment 
H. Bowles for $2,191 was given Mer- 
vyn Freeman on a 30-day note is- 
sued last November. 

Assignee for Agfa Raw Film 
Corp. has filed a $2,789 Claim 
against Morris R. Schlank and An- 
chor Film Distributing Co. on a 1928 
account. 

Gregory Ratoff sued for $3,250 on 
judgments given Century Lighting 
Equipment, Inc., in New York City 
Court, 

Following assignments were made 
at coast studios last week: 


against George 


Guinn Williams, ‘Horsefeathers,’ 
Par. 

Ralf Harolde, ‘Competition,’ 
W. B. 

George Raft, ‘Countess of Auburn,’ 
Par. 

William Boyd, ‘State’s Attorney,’ 
Radio. 


Joel McCrea, 
wood,’ Radio. 
Warren Hymer, Frank McHugh, 
‘S. S. Atlantic,’ WB. 

Irving Pichel, Nance O'Neill, 
‘Westward Passage,’ Radio. 
Rochelle Hudson, G. Pat Collins, 
‘Hold ’Em Jail,’ Radio. 

Brooks Benedict, Joel McCrea, 
‘Truth About Hollywood,’ Radio. 
Frances Dee lead in ‘Merton of the 
Talkies,’ Stuart Walker directing, 
Par. 

Anita Garvin with Jimmy Gleason 
in Warren Doane’s short at Uni- 
versal, 

Mary Doran, Spencer Charters, 
Arthur Housman, ‘Movie Crazy 
Harold Lloyd. 

Walter Byron, Lillian Bond, Boris 


‘Truth About Holly- 


Karloff, Brember Wills, 


‘Old Dark 
House,’ Universal. 


Arline Judge, Jill Esmond, Phyllis 
Clare, Helen Twelvetrees, ‘Is My 
Face Red?’ Radio. 

Charlie Ruggles, Charles E, But. 
terworth, Myrna Loy, Blanche Fred. 
rici, ‘Love Me Tonight,’ Par. 

Leroy Mason, Joe Dominguez, 
James Marcus, Gordon McKee, 


‘Mason of the Mounted,’ 
Monogram. 

Chesterfield is producing 
Notorious Woman,’ an original by 
Edward T. Lowe, Jr., at Universat 
this week. Started Ww ednesday (6) 
with Dick Thorpe at the meg. Sarak 
Padden, John Darro, Claudia Dell, 
Lina Basquette, Donald Keith, Mon. 
tague Love, and Lucy Beaumont in 
it. 

Suit to take 


Trem Carre 


‘That 


the Santa Monica 
Breakers Club away from Gore 
Brothers, Inc., and C. L, Langley, 
Ltd., has been brought by the Pacific 
States Auxiliary Corp. P. S. dee 
mands possession of the property 
and rights to collect rentals for dee 
faulted payments on a $200,000 note, 
Separate suit to foreclose all fure 
nishings is brought on the same 
ground, 





Ben Harper, radio technician with 
Western Broadcasting, is asking a 
bankruptcy referee to take care of 
personal bills amounting to $2,031, 
Only asset not claimed exempt is a 
1927 Essex, valued at $15. 


Pathe Exchange, Inc., taking ace 
tion against Frank Shea for $214, 
money assertedly advanced. 





Pauline Belleau 
Radion Dancers 
Ted Cook Orch 


K-9 Klub 
Fritzie Bates 
Jean La Mar 
Dominique Orch 


Kentucky Club 
Karyl Norman 
Leon LaVerne 
Vaughn Sis 

Betty: Dillon 
Billy Kent 
Jimmy Campbell O 
Paramount Club 
John Steele 
Patsy & Mickey 
Billy Carr 

Julia Lyons 

Joy Coleese 


Columbia Wheel 


Week April 11 


Burlesque Events—Route No. 1, 
Dainty Dolls—Empire, Newark. 
Hello Good Times—Trocadero, 
phia. 

Jersey Belles—Gayety, Baltimore. 
Night Hawks—Gayety, Washington, 
Step On It—Hudson, Unton City. 
Tempters—L. O. 


Par Plans Abroad 


Sid Land Orch 
Rubaiyat 
Phil Vallani 
Walter Hastings 
Madge Keefer 
Bernice St John 
Dottie Dale 
Eddie South Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Joe Lewis 
Rick & Snyder 
Babe Belmore 
Vercelle Sis 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Frances Williams 
Ann Pennington 
Henry Dunn 
Clifford & Wayne 
4 Abbott Dancers 
Isham Jones Orch 











Philadel- 








(Continued from page 11) 


the reduction of direct shot films 
and the augmentation of dubbed 
versions. 


Program currently calls for 15 di- 
rect shots to be made in Joinville, 
and an equal number of dubs of 
Hollywood pictures. Dubbings will 
be in the three principal European 
languages—German, French, and 
Italian. 

Paramount will ride with its cur- 
rent dubbing methods. Thought 
several months ago was to installa 
new dubbing system developed on 
the Coast, with that now not con- 
sidered necessary. 

Staffs of the two Paramount units 
in London and Paris have already 
been trimmed down to minimum, 
and current negotiations will not 
mean any more personnel shearing. 


LES CROIX DE BOIS 


Continued from page 29 





in the first part, but long uninter- 
rupted sequences of bombardments 
and attacks are masterful. Idea of 
the film is to decry war, and, like 
most war films, its result on the 
audience is to instill patriotism. 

No attempt has been made to re- 
lieve the grimness of the story by 
comedy relief, opening shot being 
graveyards photographed from all 
angles, and ending similarly cheer- 
ful. One sequence shows the men 
in rest billets being made to drill by 
an officer of such an unpleasant 
type that in a foreign production the 
censor would probably scissor him. 
This is followed by a military pa- 
rade and flag wagging, which gets a 
tremendous hand, and would be par- 
ticularly suitable as a closing se- 
quence. Acting is secondary to the 
story, and is satisfactory, especially 
by Charles Vanel. Mazi. 





three weeks. 


Skouras Goal 


a } 


(Continued from page 5) 
Sacramento, A. Glackin taking the 
Capitol. 

In San Francisco there are no 
changes other than a swapping of 
managers and policies at the Calie 
fornia and St. Francis. Houses, also 
handled by Dick Spier, have Joe 
Enos moving to the California and 
Harry Fontana coming up to the 
St. Francis with an accompanying 
change of policies, 





Offices of the Skouras Brothers 
now in the Paramount building may 
be removed to the Fox home office 
on Tenth avenue by the time Spyros 
Skouras returns from the Coast in 
Skouras plans call for 
brother Charles to remain on the 
Pacific slope in charge of Fox-West 
Coast operation. 

In the east George Skouras will 
continue to supervise the New York 
and metropolitan’ spots. Spyros 
Skouras will cperate over all. 

Eddie Alperson, Skouras Brothers 
theatre operator, arrived from the 
Coast yesterday (11), accompanied 
by Irving Barry, secretary. 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mai) Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING oF 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Bell J 

Bigelow W M 
Braloff H C 
Bryne Elizabeth 


Clancy Ted 


Lawrence Jean 


Marston Roso 
Marx Leo 
McAuliffe Tom 


DeHaven Lucille O'Day Pat 
Gibson Peggy Rhodes Anita 
Hart Dolores Savoy Paul 
Imes Clarence Wilman M H 


CHICAGO 


Black Jéhn S 
Brent Charles 


OFFICE 
Gilbert Bert 


Mitchell Billy 
O'Day Pat 


Edwards David 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
G REETING "CA RD Ss 
For All Occasions 





















7 in the United — 
The only Factory 
makes any eet of Reeds 
made by hand. 





Reman Guerrini & Co. 


277-279 Columbus Av®- 
San Francisco, Cal- 






Free Catalogues 
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Circus 


Openings 





Ringlings-B & B Circus 


The biggest of big tops opened in- 
doors as is the custom at Madison 
Square Garden last Friday (8) be- 
fore something of a society audi- 
ence, premiere being a benefit. It 
was claimed more than $23,000 was 
ebtained from the private sale of 
tickets, but there was plenty of 
room, with many kids in the gal- 
lery. At that, the first night was 
much better attended than usual. 

General impression of the Ring- 
ling show this season is it is a bet- 
ter all-around performance. The 
various displays have been strength- 
ened or improved, that applying for 
most of the performing groups. 
There are several imports and some 
additions are from vaudeville, with 
switches, too, from the other cir- 
cuses of the Ringling group. 

Opening show ran _ three hours 
and 40 odd minutes, it being close to 
midnight at the blow-off. John 
Ringling, Fred Bradna, the show's 
pacemaker, and Pat Valdo, his aide, 
went into a huddle over cutting the 
running time. Answer was that 
many acts will have to chop, for the 
show must lop off at least an hour. 

Business chances this season at 
the Garden are not yet indicated. 
Box-office price the same, $3.50 top 
at night, whereas a drop had been 
expected. Reported salary cuts ap- 
pear exaggerated, applying to one 
or two feature acts. That the ope- 
rating nut is as big or even bigger 
is indicated by the fact that there 
are 480 performers of one kind or 
another, as against 332 last season. 
No material decrease in that total 
is expected when the outfit takes to 
canvas. Second night (Saturday) 
big. 

Clyde Beatty, the wild animal 
wonder, is again the show’s top fea- 
ture. ‘The Man from India’ is sec- 
ond feature, but did not arrive from 


abroad until Monday. He will add 
10 minutes to the performance. 
Third in the billing is a Ubangi 
group of African women with 


wooden saucers in the lips. This 
bunch looked scrawny in compari- 
son to those first there two years 
ago. 

3eatty went on for the first time 
since being torn by Nero, his ‘pet’ 
lion, in training several months ago. 
He was pale, but the same iron- 
nerved youth who attracts all eyes. 
Handling two dozen lions, lionesses 
and tigers, he stands out as the best 
trainer of his day and fs one of the 
smartest showmen of all such dare- 
devils. He well remain in the show 
for the Boston engagement, which 
is likewise indoors (Garden) and 
which follows New York’s three 
weeks and two days; then is due 
back in the Hagenbach-Wallace 
show. 

Probably the principal weakness is 
in the wire display with Con Collea- 
no absent, also his sister Winnifred. 
Understood a salary difference took 
the tight-wire wonder out. ‘Man 
from India’ then was sent for. Lat- 
ter works on a rope, and whether 
he can fill the void is yet to be seen. 
Maximo is in the center for the wire 
workers and stands out, although 
Francisco is right up with him. One 
other wire turn was a filler, and 
acrobats completed the display— 
Koban, the head balancer, and the 
Milano Sisters. 

Quite an improvement in the 
equestrian display. The Rieffenach 
girls are the class in the center, and 
Orron Davenport’s troupe is back to 
count in the first ring. The new 
turn that attracted attention is the 
Loyal-Repenski family, five girls 
and four men, all brothers and sis- 
ters. They are of the old Debosq 
family, the girls being on the Loyal 
end. One is a chubby kid quite re- 
mindful of May Wirth ia her tom- 
boy days when she first came from 
Australia. The elder girls are 
doubling in the wire act as the Ar- 
dellis, with two filling in a pad-rid- 
ing horse turn earlier as the Loyal 
Sisters, , 

Show has the best flying displa 
in 10 years. There is vouth $3 the 
three turns, all trios, the older 
turns having been shunted to other 
Ringling shows. The Codonas 
Stand out in the center, with Al- 
fredo, most graceful of the fliers, 
spotlighted. Suffering from a cold, 
he Was not in top form at the pre- 
miere. He missed the triple som- 
mersault twice, Alfredo gues 
through the season under canvas 
without a miss, but it takes several 
days to get the right timing. He 
slipped from his brother's hands, 
doing a double and landed high up 
on the nearly vertical end of the 
net, which he clutched like a cat. 
New to the display are the Concel- 
los and the Harolds, both excellent. 
Antoinette Concello, doing a two 
and a half, is said to be only one of 
her sex accomplishing the feat. 

On the high wire the leading Ger- 
man troupe, the Wallendas, ran off 
with the applause score at the first 
performance. The youngsters 
Sasped and the grown-ups were 
nervous. A mob with a life net 
Stands below, but what they would 
do if the performers fell was indi- 
Cated last season under canvas. 
Poles and apparatus dropped and 
the men ran for cover. When they 
came back to hold the canvas the 


| a springboard take-off. 
| garian 





WwW allendas had saved themselves by 
grabbing guy wires. 

The acrobatic group has the Dan- 
wills replacing the Picchianis, be- 
ing moved up from the Sells cutfit. 
Troupe has a corking top-mounter 
who does a triple three high with 
It’s a Hun- 
The ¥Yacopi troupe 
the chair stunts finished 
display with a ‘300-pound 

commersault,’ naturally 
with a board start. As good as 
ever in the display are the Rubio 
sisters, with the Hugony girls down 
on the end. 

The high trapeze group has Ta- 
mara (not the singer), a blonde 
Russian added, working beside Lui- 
cita Leers. A mistake, for Tamara, 
although she has poise and looks 
good, is no replacement for Winni- 
fred. Miss Leers will probably 
again feature that display and as 
yet there has been no one to fill the 
gap left by the late Lillian Leitzel. 

The menage or high school group 
is extended, too much so in spite 
of the several novelties added. 


group. 
featuring 
off the 
tandem 


Dorothy Herbert riding side-saddle | 


is the feature, coming from a 
smaller show. She took the jumps 
with hands aloft later. Ella Brad- 
na has elaborated her turn, as al- 
ways the sight act of the show. In 
adddition to the tinted pigeons, 
there are multi-colored cockatoos 
attached to the chariot. Mme. 
Bradna’s white feather and rhine- 
stone cape is the prettiest of all the 
costumes. Sea lion group about the 
same with musical stunts and the 
bellringer. 

The statue display has something 
added, a lighted fountain for the 
last posture being the surprise. 
George Denman is again director 
of the performing elephants, but 
there is an added quartet, three 
being ‘babies,’ trained by Odd Eld- 
ridge. They stepped on pedals 
which rang chimes to a tune akin 
to ‘How Dry I Am.’ White's lead- 
ing greyhounds are added to the 
group which has such repeaters as 
Harry Rittley, Nelson and Nelson, 
Hart Brothers, De Koes and Bells. 
Four perch acts, as last year, no 
replacement of that taken out by 
the fatal accident of two years ago. 
In the Wild West display Cy Comp- 
ton is out, but another lead roper 
is in. The Whip-cracking Waites 
are present and added is an Indian, 
Chief Washington, with bow and 
arrow and very good. Theol Nel- 
son is back with her back-flipping 
specialty the length of the Garden 
track, Liberty horses with two 
zebra troupes up to former stand- 


ard. 


The cannon act is not new, but 


it is still sensational. That was 
proven when Hugo Zacchini went 
through his stunt and held the 
crowd at midnight. He ordered 
some rigging pulled higher before 
giving the okay to turn on the 
juice. His wife was supposed to 
make the leap, but is being re- 
served for the future. 

There is always Cinderella in the 
opening pageant or tournament and 
there is always something about 
the big show that Iures the Ring- 
ling organization back almost in- 
tact season after season. Ibee. 


AL G BARNES 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

Although the middle canvas sec- 
tions have not been needed to date, 
and although pie is reported to have 
been eliminated from the commis- 
sary as an economy gesture, Al G. 
Barnes Circus is still a good show. 
Or rather, according to coast guards 
who should know, a better show 


than usual. Even ina year of de- 
pression good entertainment ought 
to mean good business. 

It comes down to a question of 
admission prices. And small towns, 
the circus strongholds, are hugging 
those coins pretty tightly. There 
will probably be a lot of former re- 
served seat customers squatting in 
the bleachers this season. It is 
also likely that the extra tent- 
spread will be unrequired and that 
minimum capacity will amply ac- 
commodate maximum attendance. 

Showmen responsible for. the 
Barnes melange proved they were 
aware of the depression by some of 
the methods used to offset it. 

Chief among the _ business-in- 
ducers this year is a family of ver- 
satile Mexicans, the Escalantes, who 
formerly and until this season 
headed a small circus of their own 
on the other side of the border. It 
is anticipated that the Escalantes 
will add patriotic appeal in near- 
border territory to the -ircus lure, 
always potent, for all Mexicans. 
Any true son of the pancho is ex- 
pected to hesitate but the fraction 
of a second between hocking his 
gold fillings or not seeing the 
Barnes will be decided by the Es- 
calantes. 

Along with the talented importa- 
tion the Barnes showmen set their 





entire production to a Mexican 
motif. Queenly Blossom Kobinson, 
elegant in iridescent fabrics, and 


an undesignated toreador with sleek 
black hair hold court in the open- 
ing ‘pageant,’ 





dressed for a chile con carne shin- 
dig. Uncertain girls perform the 
rhumba with an awkward timidity 
that may possibly be hot enough for 
the rural outposts, but can't regis- 
ter on any urban thermometer. 
Those Escalantes bob up through- 
out the show. One of the clan is 
apt to be found walking a wire, per- 
forming on the trapeze or perched 
in some odd corner of the arena. 
They're a good buy for Barnes in 
more ways than Mexican patriotism. 


In a larger sense, despite the 
stressful Castillians, t Barnes 
show is dominated by and built 


around the wild animal acts, headed 
by the resolute and amazi’.g¢ Mabel 
Stark, duchess of tiger quellers. 
This super-woman trainer has been 
clawed badly in the career that 
has given her well-merited 
throughout circusdom. She has 
spent months in hospitals and gone 
back into the same cage and with 
the same animals that turned on 
her. And how the _ treacherous 
monster cats roll over and jump 
through when their mistress com- 
mands! 

John Meyers working lions is no 
slouch in the animal] department 
either. All stock in the Barnes 
show is owned by the management, 
trained and exhibited by «employes. 
That may be one of the reasons the 


| Barnes show is free of the audience- 
milking typical of eastern circuses, 
where feature actsS possess un- 
abashed gall in stealing two or 


FRE 





while everyone is) 


three extra rounds of applause. 

A ringmaster and two assistants 
keep the Barnes show humming. 
That’s an advantage beyond calcu- 
lation. Circus is routined along 
more or less conventional lines cul- 
minating in the Flying Wards, 
whose graceful aerial acrobatics 
held 98% of the audience despite 
the late hour. 


Elephants are less prominent 
than in eastern circus.s, but well 
marshalled and stunted under the 


general supervision of Joseph Met- 
calf by Leola Gunther, Roddy 
Juanita and Margie Grant. Excel- 
lent liberty horses credited to John 
Smith include some versatile quad- 
rupeds that jump, dance and other- 
wise excite wonder in the high 
school displays of superb horseman- 
ship. Robert Thornton is general 
equestrian director. 

No circus today is complete with- 
out a comedy Ford well loaded with 


percussion. It is worked for a lot 
of laughs by Ray Behee, Bernie 
Griggs and Fay Wolcott. Clown 
brigade won some honest laughs 


instead of the usual mild snickers. 
This improvement over clown tra- 
ditions and the careful spacing of 
their appearances attested shrewd- 
ness on somebody’s part. They 
were never offensive or stupid, fre- 
quently droll and laughable. 

S. Cronin is general manager; 
ee al agent;.Floyd 
King, general publicist, and Charles 
E. Redrick has the peppy and cir- 
cusy band. When it came time to 
close shop they brought on the Pil- 
grim Fathers, Washington’s Army, 
the Salvation Army, Sousa, and 
above them all they unfolded the 
American flag. 

It’s always a great finish for any 
show. Land. 





Whoopee! 
Atlantic City, April 11. 
This town will stage its first horse 


show in 18 years Wednesday (13). | toes. 





fame | 





| 


Barnum Pre-Balaban 


————= 


Los Angeles, April 11. 
To break a circus man’s 
heart say to him: ‘Your Ad- 
vertising campaign seems to 
be following picture house 
ideas.’ It’s a red flag with the 
circus boys. 








Floyd King, exploiteer for Al 
G. Barnes, after greeting the 
observation with a few appro- 
priate expletives, pointed out 
that picture houses got their 
ideas from the circuses and 
not vice versa. } 

Most of the ideas, and many | 
of the men, now hippodrom- 
ing the cinema are of circus 
origin King avers. 








Road Buying 


(Continued from page 1) 


ond time this season the nine-year- 





old ‘Student Prince’ is booked in. 
It grossed $19,700 on the original 
| week’s booking and advance sales 


|indicate as good or better trade for | 
| the repeat. Show is $90,000 ahead | 
on the season and counted on as 
the ace road show by the Shubert ; 
receivers. 

Last week with two box offices 


open at the Cass, the sale on Mon- 
day alone was $10,000 for then cur- 


rent ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 
and ‘Grand Hotel,’ the present at- 
traction. Ticket specs have come 


out of hiding and are reported clean- 
ing up. ‘Rhapsody in Black’ has 
played Detroit three times and 
comes back for a fourth repeat next 
week. Later the colored revue will 
return for a planned summer run. 
It played Pittsburgh twice this sea- 
son. 


There are perhaps more than a 
dozen attractions doing well in 


stands other than the keys. Biggest 
dramatic gross getter is ‘The Green 
Pastures.’ On the strength of its 
business in every stand payed, the 
planned showing abroad may be set 
back indefinitely. Some stands are 


guaranteeing shows, among them 
Milwaukee. 
The clean-up among traveling 


musicals is ‘Seandals,’ already 
booked for repeats in Eastern spots, 
the theory of playing auditoriums 
at 50 cents to $3 for working out to 
better than figured. Indications are 
the revue can stay out a year. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ is another musical 
reaping” exceptional. -prefits, often 
playing away from the beaten paths. 

At Richmond ‘Scandals’ played 
first two days of last week in Acca 
Temple, which has nearly 5,000 
seats. In three performances the 
gross approximated $25,000, claimed 
to be a record for that stand. 





Ghost Camps 


(Continued from page 1) 
serted houses of the towns with a 
|side of bacon and a sack of pota- 
Tobacco and matches are 





Horsemen will assemble for four ! about all else they need. 


days in the Municipal Auditorium | 


to see their prize blue ribbon win- 
ners perform. 

Gov. Moore will open the show, 
which ends Friday with a ball. 
There will be $15,000 in prizes. 





CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 
April 13, Hollywood, Cal.; 14, Glendale; 
15, Van Nuys; 16, Santa Barbara; 17, San 
Luis Obispo. 
Barnett Bros. 
April 13, Marion, N. C.; 14, Asheville; 
15, Newport, Tenn.; 16, Greenville. 
Ringling-Barnum 
April 8-30, New York, N. Y. 
Sells-Floto 
April 16-May 1, Chicago, Ml. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week, April 11-16, 
when not otherwise indicated.) 


Barlow—Trenton, Mo., 20-25. 
Barnett & Schutz—Dexter, Mo. 
Barker—Benton, D1. 
Bee—Ruseellville, Ky. 
Bruce—Hagerstown, Md., 16-23. 
Bunts—Newberry, S. ©. 
Centanni—Newark, N. J., 14-24. 
Cetlin & Wilson—Rock Hill, 8. © 
Fairly—North Little Rock, Ark., 9-23. 
Fleming—Hopkinsville, Ky. 
Glick—Richmond, Va., 18-23. 
Golden Rule—Covington, Ky; 22-29. 


Great Princeton, Newark, N. J., 14-24. 
Greater White Way—Fredericktown, Mo. 
Hansen—E. St. Louis, Il. 

Heyn—St. Louis, Mo. 

Ideal—Duquoin. Il. 

Internati« 1-—-I Ky., 1823. 
“‘lifton, N. J., 30-23. 
N. J., 14-23. 


16-23. 


Ljuisville, 
Kaus—Berwick, 
Ketchum No, 1—¢ 
Ketchum No. 2—Clifton, 
Marks—Richmond, Va. 
Model Shows—Augusta, 
Nye—Lancaster, ©. 
Pollie—Rockport, Ind. 
Page—Bristol, Tenn. 
Bols Liberty—Frankfort, 11) 
West—(Chickasha, Ukia 18-23 
West World Wonder—Norfoik. Ve 
World of Fun—Paterson, N. J. 
Western—Easiey, B. C. 


nai 


Ga., 


isire to eat to be satisfied, 





| there is 
pick up a few nuggets 


j 


Overnight they become sons of 
the desert, hard pan miners, tak- 
ing from the sand and wash beds 
a few specks of dust which the later 
convert into coin. 

Most any of these deserted camps 
will yield a few dollars weekly to 
any cne who is satisfied with just 
that. Commercially, none of them 
are worth development and have 
been Iceng abandoned by the dyed- 
in-the-wool prospector. 

With the towns already estab- 
lished, most of them near major 
highways, the living is a pushover. 
Houses and shacks are for the most 
part failing apart, but a hammer 
and a few nails make them inhabit- 
able. There remains only the de- 
The few 
dollars given up by the desert are 
sufficient for this. 

Film Cowboys 

Tenderfoot miner gets a kick out 
of his new existence. Most of them 
have cars. It is just a short ride 
to inhabited towns where they can 
get their supplies. 

First to leave Hollywood for the 
desert were picture cowboys who 
became tired of riding the pave- 
ment. Half a dozen of them made 
for Shoshone. Others followed, It 
is estimated that about 200 men 
who followed the horse operas made 
the move. 

Soon the softer boys made the 
trek. If they don't get rich, they 
will at least eat and get a coat of 
tan. 3y the time the extreme hot 
weather hits the desert, they ex- 
pect times to be better, or perhaps, 
always a chance, they’ll 
and have 
enough dough come back to 
Hiollywood and hang around for a 
while ‘ 





to 


i who 


} is back 
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Carmo Circus on Block; 
Few Left in England 


London, April 2, 
The touring circus, of whieh a 
few have been going round the 
sticks in the last few yerrs, is 


gradually losing its popularity. 


Latest is the Great Carmo’s Cir- 
cus, which, after many hazardous 
| adventures, has been sold by order 
of the receiver. 

Carmo went broke a few years 
ago, with liabilities amounting to 
more than $50,000, and the circus 
| was taken over by a company op- 
erating under the name of Carmo 
Circus, Ltd., and last played at the 
Dominion during the Christmas 
season. Now it has folded, with 
iabilities amounting to $35,000. The 
biggest bargain of the lots sub- 


realizing 
Blackpool 
Fosett’s 


and 


mitted were 18 horses 
$6,000, purchased by the 
Tower: Company, while 
purchased an elephant 
horses for $1,700. 


Big Top Sidelights 


Cireus 
eight 


Charles Siegrist, v¢ flier, 
fell at the Garden season 
and sustained a fractured vertebrae, 
aloft to amazement of even 
circus people, Act not with big 
show, Siegrist Troupe going with 
Wallace outfit. 

Hockey championship delayed 
Garden preparation for the Ringling 


teran 


last 


show, but within 20 hours earth 
had been trucked to and patted 
down on the concrete flooring. 

Circus wagons all over the dis- 
trict Tuesday night last week, 
Shunted around by cops. Forty=- 
ninth street jammed with trucks 
down to Seventh avenue, 


‘on Colleano, Ringling star wire 
act, not with show. He refused to 
take salary cut. Cuts did not affect 
singles who weren't getting much, 
Winnifred (Colleano) also out. 

Clyde Beatty rehearsed the big 
cats on Thursday for first time 
since he went to the hospital after 
being bitten through thigh by Nero, 
supposed to be his pet lion. Circus 
people gathered around the cage to 
watch. 

Smaller ticket agencies com- 
plained they had not been allotted 
‘regulars’ for circus. Ticket people 
generally figure the top of $3.50 too 
high this season. 

First night was sold to the Henry 
Street Visiting Nurses’ Association, 
a charity. Usual first night courte- 
sies were out and only the working 
press people were taken care of. 


jo dedioths. Dedog. Jae jn. opening this. 


season missed the usual cinch busi- 
ness of Holy Week, Friday, always 
the big night of the week, was the 
premiere, 

Several imported acts missed the 
opening performance, including the 
‘Man from India,’ a new feature. 


Ringling-B.-B. show will play 


| three weeks in addition to the two 
| days of last week. 


A New Jersey country club owns 
the herd of four elephants appear- 
~ 15 © aes Old Eldridge (Ringling- 

o x 

Those valiant ‘Romans’ driving 
the four-horse chariots near the 
close. Both are bare on top of the 
domes, 

After making a high jump at 
Ringling-B-B rehearsal, Bobbie 
Warner was thrown and trampled 
on Thursday night. Left arm badly 
bruised, with chin and neck cut. Out 
of show for a time. 

Two chimps in small wagons 
drawn by greyhounds raced at 
Ringling show rehearsal and there 
was a jam at the finish with the 
losing monk biting the winner. Best 
laugh for the circus hands who all 
rushed to part them. 





Bidding Fee-for-All 


Canton, April 11. 

Eastern Ohio and Western Penn- 
sylvania Park Men's Association, an 
auxiliary of the NAAP, meeting 
here, decided to adopt a code regu- 
lating booking of picnics, which will 
give all parks in the group an equal 
chance on bidding. Meeting also 
agreed to use name dance bands 
in ballrooms this season. 

The meeting was attended by 
more than 20 representatives of 
major parks in this area. 


UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from 





page 47) 
by a seductive lace negligee and a 
swank modern apartment. 

Glenda Farrell, another of the 
ladies who cross the path of an 
unresponsive editor, is almost come- 
pletely disguised as a hammer 
murdress. Hair streaming over her 





| life, 


face, hat on the back of her head, 
Miss Farrell vegisters the insanity 
of a feature crime celeb. 

Little Mary Jane Graham {is 
clearly the victim of editorial home 
She's directed to be a scared 
little thing—a typical ‘picture child,’ 
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To The | 


Distinguished and Learned Gentlemen 
Who Control Circuits of Large Theatres, 
May | Offer My Humble Advice? 


There’s Nothing the Matter with Show Business 
If You Give Them What They Want! 


Youth and Drastic Changes Must Be Served! 
‘Policy’—and ‘That's the Way We've Always Done It’ 


MUST BE DISCARDED! 


| GEORGE JESSEL’S 


IMPROVISED VAUDEVILLE REVUE 
PARAMOUNT, New York PARAMOUNT, Bklyn PARAMOUNT, New York 











First Time in the History of the Theatre, Return Engage- 
ment Within a Week to Record Breaking Business 








Mr. Jessel’s Personal Appearance 
for Paramount-Publix by Courtesy 
of CHASE and SANBORN, the Radio 
Hour with Ten Million Listeners 
Every Sunday Night, WEAF 
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